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£  R  E  £  A  U  ft 

Anahillapataka  or  Anhilwad  Pattam  or  Nahrawala 
of  Muslim  histories  had  been  the  capital  of,  the 
Ghalukya  or  &olanki  kings  of  Gujarat  and  thereafter 
of  Muhammad  Shah  I  and  Muzaffarshah  I,  the  first  two 
Sultans  of  Gujarat.  The  fame  of  the  third  Sultan 
Ahmadshah  I  of  the  same  dynasty  would  perpetually 
continue  neither  on  account  of  his  wars  and  conquests 
nor  of  his  administrative  policy  but  on  account  of 
his  founding  the  city  of  Ahmadabad  which  he  made  his 
capital  in  the  year  (A*H«814/A*D*144'J )  and  which  bears 
the  stamp  of  his  name*  Following  the  advice  of  his 
spiritual  guide,  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu,  Sultan  Ahmadghah 
decided  to  shift  his  original  seat  of  government  from 
Anhilwad  lattan  to  Ahmadabad. 

According  to  the  legends  prevalent  among  people 
sultan  Ahmadshah  with  the  help  of  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu 
invoked  the  authority  of  the  mysterious  and  venerable 
KIIIZR  and  from  Jiira  he  got  permission  to  build  a  new 
city  provided  the  boundaries  were  laid  down  by  four 
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saints  named  1  Ahmad*.  Sultan  Ahmadshah  and  shaikh 
Ahmad  Khattu  were  to  be  included ' among  the  four 
"Ahmads** *  The  third  was  Malik  Ahmad  who  has  his 
permanent  abode  in  the  locality  now  known  as  f'athan 
wad  in  the  city  of  Ahmad abad  and  the  fourth  was 
Qizi  Ahmad  Joudh,  who  belonged  to  Anhilwad  f'attan 
and  lies  buried  there*  They  are  said  to  have  been 
helped  by  twelve  1 bawas*  in  carrying  out  the  proposed 
plan* 

Stray  materials  found  here  and  there  about 
different  orders  of  such  celebrated  saints  prompted 
me  to  piece  them  together  and  prepare  a  monograph 
and- thereby  to  unfold  more  aspects  of  their  ascetic 
lives* 

The  subject  has  been  restricted  to  the  saints 
who  had  their  field  of  activities  in  Ahraadabad  and 
Anhilwad  Pattan  only  and  who  left  their  mortal 
remains  there  * 
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CHAPTER  I 

TBB  SAIffC  AMD  !l‘HB  SAHttldHOOD  IH  ISLAM 

COICBraiOg  OP  SAIKDLIHOOD 

Tbs  conception  of  aainfclihood,  of  oourae, 
differs  greatly  la  various  religions  systems*  Whilst 
all  involve  uprightness  of  character  sad  life  and, 
generally,  art  least,  beneficence  to  others,  in  none, 
there  is  also  the  inclusion  of  the  conception  of 
ascetisn  or  intensity  of  devotion  and  even  absorp¬ 
tion  in  the  Divinity* 

Almost  in  all  religions,  aaintlihood  doea 
imply  the  dwelling  and  inspiration  of  "Divinity*  i 
in  the  person*  The  saint  has  a  supernatural  quality 
by  reason  of  which  he  (ctr  ahe)  ia  held  to  be  above 

oritieian  snd  ia  thought  by  some  to  be  invulnerable 
against  an  attack  on  eithar  his  body  or  soul*  It 

is  this  quality  that  explains  the  super-human 
knowledge  and  extra-ordinary  power  of  ths. saint 
and  aakea  him  a  source  of  either  airaoulous 
blessings  or  tsrxable  and  mysterious  curses* 
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ISLAM  AKD  MBSUM  aAIMKS 

’Arabia  was  e  sum-total  of  loose  and 
disconnected  congregation  of  tribes*  Amongst  thorn 
there  lay  no  duty  and  no  obligation*  There  mas 
nothing,  but  constant  plunder  and  uneaaingwarfare. 
Xbare  was  no  social  order  sad  no  organised  govern* 
sent  •  The  law  of  <  sheer  brut*  force  prevailed , 
unteapered  and  unrestrained  by  aqr  civilizing  or 
eontroling  influence*  Their  religionwaa  nothing 

sore  or  less  than  gross  f^imbian,  tike  worship  of 
tree  and  atone »  the  veneration  of  certain  personi¬ 
fied  divine  attributes  and  meaningless  rituals  and 
ceremonial a.  The  fear  of  God  never  exercised  any 
practical  effect  over  their  conduct  and  actions^  It 

wae  this  fallen  humanity  whoa  Muhammad ,  the  son  of 
1 

Abdullih  assisted*  Be  gave  them  a  religion  inspired 
by  a  fait  bin  one  formless  Creator.  Be  wove  v  srioua 
disoordsnt  elements  into  a  brotherhood  wbioh  stands 
unique  in  the  hijimtory  of  the  world.  By  his  persona¬ 
lity  and  by  his  claim,  to  difeet  divine  guidance »  he 

1 .  Maul* on  Muhammad  *  All  -<  Muhammad  ,  Tha  Er  ophet , 

p.lo. 
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actually  Bade  the  Boat  impossible  possible  ,  the  union 
of  all  existing  warring  fact Iona  and  eaanoipatton  of 
thea  froBuSuperatitione  and  shackles  of  hereditary 
bondage.  2Ma  was  a  mighty  transfer  Bat  ion;  nay,  it 
wasy indeed, a  super-human  achteveme nt  amount  ingto  a 
miracle 1 

the  universal,  rational,  progressive  and 
tolerant  religion  taught  by  him  became  known  by  the 
name ,  Islam  which  does  internally:  Bean  submission  to 
god’s  will  but  it  also  implies  striving  after 
righteouaneal.  As  auoh,  the  religious  life  of  Islam 
is  so  intimately'  connected  with  saints  and  their 

worship  and  ita  history  la  ao  interwoven  with  then 
that  to  think  of  the  one  without  the  other  becomes  an 
impossibility*  The  saints  were  sen  of  piety  and  usually 
attracted  attention  of  aasaea  by  their  miraculous 
powers.  They  provided  an  invincible  proof  of  Divine 
favour  and  people  sought  their  company  for  wordly  as 
well  as  spiritual  profits.  Their  words  and  deeds 
were  oarefully  noted  and  were  executed  by  their 
followers* 

1,  Amif  'All  -  Spirit  of  Islam,  p*226* 
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She  oosaon  Archie  tern  for  a.  saint  is  ♦HUE* 

_  1  '  '  " 

derived  froa  'WlLJgAI1  whioh  is  interpreted  as 

signifying  "nearness"*  It  eonootes  spiritual  proxinity » 
It  is  usually  applied  to  living  saints  hut  is  very 
generally  eaployed  for  the  dead  aa  well*  Ihe  living 
saint  is  particularly  spoken  of  as  the  Shaikh,  in  the 
sane  honorific  way  as  people  sake  use  of  "elder" 
though  with  a  sore  intensive  neaning*  ZgHID  has  a 
special  reference  to  the  ascetic  self- denial  of 
the  eninently  pious*  'SALIH*  is  the  herait  who  retires 
fro*  tfe#  co**on  lif#  to  dwell  in  a  daaert  or  a  foraat# 
Ihe  Sufi2  is  «Ltihsr  of  the-  syatieal  novesent  called 


1*  f*  Stoingass  -  f’ersian-Bngliah  Dictionary,  p*  14-90. 
^-tU-^t-Ain-i-Akbari,  Vol*HI,  p*350;  Ab-ul-Iasi. 

2*  Ihe  origin  of  the  nase  3ufi  is  explained  hy  the 
sufia  thenaelvea  in  aany  different  wayaj  hut  of  the 

derivations  whioh  have  keen  given  hy  than  only  three 
poaaaaa  a  dais  to  consideration  via*  those  whieh 
cannetrt  it  with  'Sophoi*  (a  Greek  word  which  aeana 
•wise')  or  with  'Safa'  (purity)  or  with  'Suf’(wool)- 
(  Jael-Hefbatul-Uno ,  p;3).  Iha  first  two  ire  inadmi¬ 
ssible  on  linguistic  grounds  though  the  derivation 
from  'Safa*  is  consecrated  by  the  authority  of  tha 
aufi  taint g  and  ia  generally  accepted  in  the  Baet. 
ihe  reason  for  this  preference  appears  in  such 
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in  Ialan,  'Taaawwuf 1 .  He  any  be  a  saint  bob  the  tarn 
does  sot  necessarily  declare  that  be  is* 

IWIS1MB  HBliRCHY 

According  to  the  accepted  bi*w,  the  walla  farm 
an  invisible  order  with  ascending  dignities  and  ranks. 

it  the  head  these  ia  the  leading  aaiot  of  the  age  who 

be ere  the  title  ‘Qwtb^ •  He  ia  unique  of  hla:  kind*  On 
* 

hie  right  and  left;,  there  are  two  persona  celled 

2  ‘Abdul- Melik'  and  another  in  known  ns 

♦Umina'-  one  ia  na»od//Abdur-Rsbb*  ^Abdul- Malik  take*  a 

man  to  the  highest  degree  of  spiritual  world,  whxla 

Jkbdur-Rabb  purifies  the  heart  of  a  nen*^  Hhem  the  one 


definitions  hseauae  the  'aufi1  ia  he  who  keep  a 
his  heart  pure  (Set)  with  God.  Ihoever  ia  thus 
chosen  end.  mads  pure  from  all  except  God  is  the 
true  aufi.  VoeUen garments  were  frequently 
worn  by  men  of  asoetio  life  in  the  early  tinea  of 
Islam  in  order  that  they  might  distinguish 
thesselres  from.: those. who  affected  a  mere  luxurious 
fashion  of  dress.  He  not  the  awta'Sufi*  denotes 
an  ascot ic  dad  in  wool  (Svif )e»  Cdatd*«p«6. 

1.  Abd-ur-Rsabid  Lain  Msdud  Chiahti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

(MS) 

2*  the  plural  of  1  iaia’^  meaning  ‘trustworthy  people'* 

3*  ihd-ur-Rashid  Lala  Modui  Chiahti-  Mukhbir-ul-iwliya 

(HS) 
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in  tbs  nlddle  dies*  tbs  one  on  bis  left  succeeds  biaf 
sad  the  one  on  tbs  right  in  torn  takes  bis  place*  The 

latter's  place  is  then  tilled  up  bp  one  iron  amongst 

ad 

tbe  'AISSL'  who  are  in  JSSfour.  There  are  also  five 
'Ansar*  sbo  take  tbe  place  of  the  1 Autad*  oneafter 
the  other  .There  are  ^khyar  'who  succeed  the  1  Anwar1. 
Over  and  above  these  there  are  forty  1  Shuhud '  who  are 
also  known  as  the  'RiJalul-Shaib1* 

The  surface  of  the  globe  is  a  'daira'  divided 
into  thirty  parts  equal  to  the  days  of  the  Booth*  It 
has  four  directions  -  east-west-north  aid  south*  All 
‘Vails'  together  warder  over  the  'daira*  in  certain 
directions  of  the  compass*  fixed  for  eaoh  day  of  the 
month  of  which  they  aU  possess  perfect  knowledge 


Contdd*  from  p*5*»* 

^  fjJc 

Shaikh  Ab-ul-Haaan  Ali  bin  UAhman  Hujuri-  Eashf-ul- 
Mahdjub  (MS) |  Mdhsud  IbnjAli  Kaahani-  Ta^bsxrat-ul- 
Mubtadi  (MS)}  larld-ud-Din  ‘Attar  -  Tadhkirat-ul-  _ 
Awlxya  (MS);  Shaikh  Abu  Nasr“Sarraj-ut-Tuai  -.Kitab- 
ul-Lama'  fi  -  Tasawwuf,  p. 193-94;  Muhammad  Farid 
Vajdi  -  Dairatul-  Muatif,  o.5o5;  Shaikh  Shihab-ud-Din 
Suhr award!  -  ‘Awarif-ul-Muarif  (MS).;  Shw^gjL'lbad-uiWtfc 
Akbttar  -  Inb-e -Tasawwuf  pp*o4-o5;  ‘Abd-ua-Swlam^Iadvi  - 
Oawah-i-Sahaba,  p*356;  Khali*  Ahmad  Nizami  -  Tarikh-i- 
Mashailch-i-Chi s ht H ,  p.17;  ‘Abd-ul-Majid'-  Tasawwuf -i- 
Islaa  p*l5;  farhang-i-Anandraj .  vol.I,  p.690  &  Vol* 
II,  p*647. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  1 1  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(7) 

through  the  'data*  written  in  this  'daira'»  Saint a 
believe  implicitly  in  their  existence*,  Mecca  is  their 
oentre  and  point  of  departure  and  to  that  place  they 
return  daily*  AIL  the  transact  ions  of  mankind  /  cone 
under  their  luriadiotiQa  and  are  decided  upon  spiritu¬ 
ally  previoue  to  being  carried  into  execution  tempora- 

1 

lly  by  the  rulers  of  the  death*  Shey  are  the  1  Baiba 1 

and  the  Vakils  of  the  prcphets  and  saints  who  have  left 

this  world  and  all  the  activities  of  aankind  are 

revealed  to  them  by  Sod*  She- designs  .of  individuals 

depend  upon  their  will  for  execution}  for  if  they  do 

not  favour  T;hem*  unexpected  obstacles- arise  to  frustrate 

them*  Besides*  it  is'  also  a  prevalent  belief  that  there 

,  _  2 

are  spiritual  beings  called  the  Abdals^,  who  often 
exercise  a  strong  influence*  though  unknown,  in  their  ' 

true  character. 


U  Abd-ur-Raahid  Bale  Modud  Chiahti  -  Mukhftbir-ul- 
Awliya  (MS)  }  Khwaja  'Ibadullah  Aldxtar-  il*ri- 
fafawwuf*  p*93} 

2«  Abdals  are  forty  and  hence- they  are  also  called 
Cbihiltan.  (Abd-ur-Bashid  lela  Modud  Chiahti,  - 
Mukhbir-ul- Awliy a  (  MS) . 
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SUFI  PHIIOSgHff 

Accor  din*  to  the  Safi  philosophy ,  reality  ia 

l 

the  universal  rale,  external  light  end  eupren*  beauuy , 

stijr-  f 

where  nature  isjMaaaifestation,  reflected  in  the  stirrer 
of  tfae>  universe*  The  world  in  ooapaixson  with  the 
reality  is  a  nere  illusion  or  non-reality*  The  aufia 
believe  in  the  oae~nesa  of  the  existence*  They  base 
their  doctrine  on  the  principle  of  leva  nod  prefer 
ibe  oourae  of  leve.  They  eounfc  upon  love  to  ho  the 
essence  of  all  religions  and  the  cauae  of  creation  and 

its  continuation*  God  is  unknowihlat  hut  say  he  thought 
through  soaeco  aerate  ooaparisone*  Phenomenal  divsraity 

is  the  reflection  of  the  styrene  beauty*  In  Kia 
absolute  beauty,  He  ia  called  iattl  end  is  His 
phenoaenal,  t'Huen» 

Men  poaaeaaea /three  natures,  via:  sensual, 
intellectual  and  spiritual*  Be  becones  virtuous  or 
wiokei  according  to  the.  predominance  of  one  of  these 
three  qualities*  Hisaindnusfc  receive  gradual  training 
for  which  a  guide  is  necessary*  The.  selection  or 
following  of  a  spiritual  guide  is  the  nost  i^ortest 
duty  of  a  sufi* 
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SyiflBSOriRAIlgMS 

?h»  etages  of  spiritual  training  is  generally 
classified  as  under t 

Sheri.it t  ThaQurko  says,  "Obey  God  and  obey  the  Irophet 

and  obey  those  amongst  you  who  hold  the  .•■commend** 
Therefore,  the. Sufi  Bust  diaoipliue  hia  mind  hy  living 

according  to  the  ort  hodox  law  and  aunt  observe  all 

religious  ritual  a  *»  prayer,  fasting,  pilgrimage  to 

Mecca  and  Madina,  charity  *  etc*  When,  thereby#  hia 

aind  ia  thoroughly  trained  to  obey  aad  aerve,  he 

proceeds  to.theeecond  stage,  via*  liriggjfe.* 

Tariaatt  It  ia  the  path  in  whi<*  in  addition  to 

♦ 

religious  observances,  he  must  seekAapiritual  guide 
(called  in  Arabic  Shaikh  and  in  Eeraian#  lir)  and 
receive  intrust  ion  f r om  him  with  respect  to  eon&uct , 
control  over  the  lower  eelf  and  inner  purity*  He 
auat  love  hia  spiritual  guide  more  than  any  thing 
elae  in  this  world.  Bhen  he  is  gufi  admitted -by  -she 
Sbgikh  intoa  Sufi  order,  he:  moat  observe  its  rules 
such  as  aerviee,  humanity,  vigils,  fast  a,  collection 

1  *  Maulvi  Muhammad  ill  -  Tha  Holy  Quran  -  Fart  V-  / 

P*2t8. 
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of  alas,  tationetc,  Aa  a  novice  he  mat  obey  aU 
the  dire «t ions  of  the  Shaikh  without  any  doubt »  argument 
or  hesitation,  so  auoh  ao  that  he  mat  annihilate  hia 


will  into  that  of  the:  Shaikh*  I hia  ia  called  f anafl-ah- 
Shaikh.  Aa  the  Sufi  poet  Hafis  aayai 


//  y  I/  ' 

jj  $  >>ls"  iS  ‘ 


Mnrirfatt  it  aean a  mortal  illumination.  The  purified 
aind  ia  illuminated  wit  h  the  divine  knowledge.  Be 


experiences  divine  visiona, 

Haainatt  It  ia  the  next  higher  stage.  In  thia  the 
novitiate  aeea  the /truth.  It  is  a  divine  gift  and  granted 
to  whomsoever  God  ia  plaaied  with.  It  entirely  dependa 
upon  Hie  »roy.  It  ia  through  self-diacipline,  devotion, 
virtue  and  intention  that  one  can  know  hia  God,  This 
stage  ia  called  gana  fillah.  which  ia  an  eternal 
existence. 


1*  Diwan*i-Hafi?i,  p,1 ,  "Colour  the  prayer-carpet  with 
wine  if  the  PIr-i-Mughan  (Spiritual  guide)  bids  you* 
for  the  spiritual  guide  is  not  ignorant  of  the 

Banners  and  customs  of  the  stages. 
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In  theology ,  unity  n  ans  the  oneness  of  Hod*  Sufis 
teeUeve  that  there  is  nothing .real  hut  ©od*  tte  Creator 
Bttf  -the  creature  are  both  the  same*  one-  the  real  atfi 
the  other  the  shadow  or  reflection  of  the  same*  The 
majority  of  the#  bse'their  doctrines  on  beauty  and  love. 
Ood  is  the  suprene  beauty  and  only  deserving  object  of 
love;  She  Suprene  Beauty  ia  Sod  and  therefore  He  ia  the 
Perfect  Being  and  one- who  wishes  to  become  perfect  must 
imitate  hin  and  endeavour  to  beeome  like  Himi 

Every  one  oan  reach  perfection  according  to  the 
capacity  am  ability  in  his  constitution.  Such  endeavour 
is  called  love  * 

lb;  it  means  the  -Intact.  There  are  three  hearts,  one 

physical  on  the  left  aide,  another,  the  animal  soul,  on 

the  right  aide:  and  a  third  one  Irtween  the  cihar  two 
conaidered  by  Sufis  as  a  spiritual  faculty  -  i  MiJ  of 

a^B^in  which  the  Supreme  fill  ia  reflected.  It  ia  by 
keeping  this  heart  pure  from  worldly  attachment  that 
human  beings  can  approach  the  Creator.  The  real 
knowledge  is  Sod's  illumination  of  this  heart* 

1*  A.M.A,  Shuahtery  -  Outlines  of  Islamic  Culture, 
Vol.II,  p*  471. 
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Ibe ■; human  being in  hia  essence  is  good  and 
therefore  hecan  rise  to  the  higher  stage,  of  perfection. 
His  soul  is  different  from  his  body«It  is  a  spiritual 
aubhtaoce  created  hut  not  shaped.  It  nay  be  compared 
with  the  Universal  Soul  as  rays  are  to  the  Sun*  It 
is  restless  be  cause  of  its  unnatural  reldtiorwith 
aatter  a seeks  union,  with  its  origin. 

As  Jalal-ud-Din  Humi. begins  his  »thnawr  with  the 
verse:  , 


1  L/.lO'  y  I 


{jif sy  ~\yp.  j V 


1*  listen  to  the  reed  (soul)  how  it  tells  a  tale 

eoaplkl^m  of  separation.  Ever  since  I  was  parted 
froa  the  reed-bed,  my  lanent  caused  nen  sad  <  women 
to  aoan. 

2*  Further,  he  says  -  Every  one  who  is  far  away  from  bia 
origin, wisbe a  and  seeks  again  for  the  time, of  his 
union, 

(Jalal-ud-Din  Runi  -  Mathnawi,  p,3*) 
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If  a  man’s  deeds  are  good,  his  death  is  a 
birth  to  a  life  closer  to  Sod,  but  if  they  are 
bad,  the  gulf  between  two  is  widened ,  therefore, 
a  seeker  of  the  truth  and  lover  of  Sod,  who  has 
passed  his  life  preparing  himself, for  a  higher 
spiritual  stage  does  not  fear  death  but  rejoices 
in  approaching  Sod* 

Revelation  is  a  state  in  which  a  prophet 
passes  from  human  to  superhuman  condition,  when 
he  is  able  to  hear  the  Divine  speech  or  perceive 
-che  abstract  ideas  hidden  and  unknown  to  ordinary 
individuals.  Miracles  can  be  performed  not  only 
by  prophets  and  sages  but  even  by  one  who,  though 
a  follower  of  wrong  religion,  worships  the  deity 
with,  sincerity . 

Among.the  cardinal  tenets-  of  aufxsm  may 
be  mentioned  the  following,  A  aufi  devotee  must 
treat  his  spiritual  guide  with  great  respect  and 
obey  him  like  the  corpse  in  the  hands  of 

.  vttU.  , 

corpse-bearer.  In  the- same  manner,  he  -mast 
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submit  to  the  tall  of  Sod.  In  brief,  he  must 
resign  himself  to  the- divine  will* 

It  is  called  kiza  in  the  Sufi  terminology. 
'ikhlas7  meaning  sincerity  end  devotion- is 
opposite  to  Riya  meaning  hypoerp|y  or  pretended 
love.  It  demands  self-sacrifice  and  indifference 
to  all  other  things  in  "the  world,  when  it  becomes 
perfect  self-conscious ness  also  is  lost. 

L Tauba/ or  repentance  indicates  the  return 

v 

or  conversion  fronthe  world:  to  Sod.  She .  human 

its 

soul^  being  pure  in  h±a  essence,  when  polluted, 
becomes  restless  and  asserts  it a  true  nature  by 
feeling  repentance  for  its unnatural  tendency* 

.  i  # 

A  sufi  must  have  Bawakloil  or  trust  in 

Sod.  Some  ertrimiat  went  to  the  extent;  of 
neither  working  nor  even  begging  end  of  expect- 

ingthat  the  daily  pic  vis  ions  would  reach  them 
without  making  efforts  to  obtain- them. 

Kaebf  '(unveiling  of  the  spiritual 
mysteries)  is  of  two  kinds-  (a)  Muhezera  in  which 
intellect  is  the  means  of  reaching  the  end  ana 
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(b)  Mushshtda  in  whidh  personal  knowledge  is  uhe 
proof  of  Wa jd’ (ecstacy)  and  Hal  (the  condition 
attained)*  Wajd' ia  the  true  state  of  yearning  or 
momentary  absorption  in  God*  A  constant  state  of 
Srejd’  leads  to  complete  submiesion  to  the  divine 
will. 

The  sufi  must  minimise  bis  wordly  needs  amd 
should  become  harmless  to  other  creatures*  He 
must  consider  this  life  as  a  source  of  training 
himself  for  a  true  ldfe. 

Every  order  has  ite  own  Bbikr'(£ecitation) 
and' Muraqaba'  (meditation)*  In  a  general  Dhikr  ia 

i  ««,  r  1  -  t 

divided  into  Jali  (loud  muttering)  and  Khafi 
(silent  muttering}.  Both  of  these  ace  based  on 
the  text  of  the  Quran.  Shore  ace  different 

x  ,  \  * 

methods  of  performing  Dhikr  and  Muraqaba. 

Amoig  the  wprds  selected  for  recitation 
an  generally  Allah  and  Leila  ha  llldltah.  Each 
order  observes  a  particular  formula  fortipte tDh’tkv- 
and  keeps  a  particular  posture. 
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‘lani  (annihilation)  and  Baqa  (jberpetuity) 
are  the  two  highest  stages  of  apiritoal  progreaa. 
By  Vanathe  Sufi  means  self-negation  or  negation 
of  earthly  tendency  and  b,/Baqa/ retention  of 
spiritual  existence ,  the  extinction  of  aet oriel 
deairea  and  the  loss  of  aelfiah  consciousness. 

The  Sufi  lives?  acta  and  does  everything 
aa  a  second  person  without  selfish  interest* 

EARLY  SAIfigS 

All  mystics  whether  in  Iran  or  in  Indxa, 
‘Arabia  or  China,  Europe  or  Asia  emphasize  the 
idea  of  love  and  ihe  love  of  one  Supreme  Beauty* 
There  may  be  difference  in  detail  but  in  the 
main  principle,  all  cue  united  in  drops  of  one 
ocean.  All  are  seekers  of  God.  The  ways  leading 
to  Him  are  variant  but  He  is  one » 

The  early  companions  of  the  Irophet,  the 
first  four  Caliphs  and  ether  saints  of  the  time 
were  noted  for  their  intense  *eal  and  enthusiasm 
for  the  cause  of  Islam,  far  piety  and  the  ascetic 
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life  ihey  led.  xhere  were  other  companions  of 

the  Prophet ,  whose  extreme  poverty  had  made  them 

homeless*  lived  ia  the  moaque  built  by  the  Prophet 

and  were  known  as  men  of  the  Suffa  (or  raised  floor) 

over  which  they  slept*  They  were  devoted  to  Islam 

and  passed  their  time  in  reading  the  Quran  and 

diseuaeing  questions  related  to  the  subject  of 

religion*  ‘Ail  was  among  those  Muslima  who  first 

set  the  example  of  voluntary  renunciation  of 

worldly  store*  not  as  might  be  supposed  as  an  act 

of  penitenee  but  to  put  into  practice  whet  has 
?_ 

been  said  in  tbe  Quran  -  *  The  best  of  men  ia 

1 

be  who  ia  useful  to  mankind*”  It  was  not  the 

case  of  other  saints*  They  withdrew  from  the 

,1 

woMly  cares  to  purify  their  soul  in  order  to 
ultimately  annihilate  it  into  the  divine 
existence*  For  that  purpose*  they  adopted 
different  praetioes  which  developed  inT o  the 
traits  of  their  f  olowera.  They  became  divided 

1*  Mawleni  Muha  '’ad  Mi  -  The  Holy  Quran, 

Chapter  XXI,  Pt.XVII,  Art. p.658. 
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into  different  group a  or  ordera  in  confarmrty 
with  their  individual  waya  and  *£ans  a  a  the 
reault  of  uheir  spiritual  affinity. 

Sufi  Ordera 

♦ 

Sufi  ordera  were  a^ari^d  to  systematise 

Wl 

spiritual  training.  They  first  became  prominent 
in  Persia  and  Bukhara ,  though  they  originated  in 
Arabia,  from  there,  they  travelled  into  Syria, 
Turkey,  Egypt  and  Morocco  to  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the 
territories  of  India.  Gradually  each  order  was 
divided  into  a  number  of  branches,  each  having 

its  own  founder  and  tracing  connection  with 

e- 

other  ordera  of  the  more  calibrated  early  aufis 
and  finally  tracing  up  relationship  with  the 
Prophet  through  Ali,  the  fourth  Caliph.  Ali 
initiated  as  his  Caliph  Khwaja  Hasan  Basri 
(d.  A.H.1 10/ A.D.7  2s)  who  appointed  as  his 
deputies  Khwaja  Habib  Ajaml(d-A-H.1  10/a.D»758)  Q-Hel 
Abdul-Wahid  bin  Zaid  Kufi* 
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From  bhe  former  have  descended  nine  orders# 

1  •  Habibiya  from  KhWaja  Habib  A jam! 

2.  Taif  iriya  from  Bayazid  Bastami  sur  named  Taifur 

,  & 

3#  Karkhiya  from  Shaikh  Mar^f  Karkhi 
4#  Junaidiya  from  Junaid  Baghdadi  to  which  the 
Tabaqati  saints  trace  their  origin* 

5#  saqatiya  from  Sariifaqati 

6#  Gazsruni  from  Abd-ul-lah  Haqiqi  also  known  as 
Hanif  Sazaruni 

7 .  Tartujiyan  from  ‘Abd-ul-Farrah  lartusi 

8.  Suhrawardiya  from  Shaikh  Zia-ud-Din  ttka 
AbO.  Hajib  Suhrawardy 

TTTllTlI  , 

9#  Firdaueiya  fro a  IfejflHto-Din  Kubra  IPirdauai# 

Item  the  fourth  saint  have  sprung  up  five  groups* 

1 0. Zaid jy an  from  ibd-ul-Wahid  bin  Said 

11. Ayao.yan,  from  Fuaail  bin  Ayaz 

12. Adhaaiyan,  from  Ibrahim  Adlan  Balkhi 

13 . Hub air ay in,  from  Aminad-Din  Hub ar at -ul- Ba a r i 
14«Chishtiyai  from  Shaikh  Abu  Ishi^  Chisbti*1 

1.  Ab-ul-Fazl  -  Ain-i-Akbari,  Vol. Ill, p.334, 

Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i-Alem  -  Jua«Jt-i-Shahiya{  Ms  • ) 
MaulvtL  Had!  “AlT  -  Manaq ib-i-Haf isd.  ya ,  p*9# 
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So  all  the  founders  of  orders  had  a  number  of 
people  mho  lived  aw  ascetic  life  and  who  visited 
Mecca  as  many  times  as  they  could*  Some  of  then 
had  Ehajiqaha  (hermitages)  and  each  had  a  small 
circle  of  followers*  Some  orders  developed  to  a 
great  extent  and  from  some  of  them  branches  grew; 
while  some  became  extinct  in  the  course  of  time* 
Both  men  and  women  were  admitted  into  the  order 
and  Khirqa  (a  certificate  of  passing  through  the 
Sufi  ordeal)  was  granted  to  women  as  well*  Celibapy 
was  permitted  by  a  few  orders  but  the,  majority  of 

n.  *  _  ) 

them  did  not  approve  of  it  *  She  tarried  ealik  was 
admitted  into  the  order  after  receiving  'baifct' 

(vow)  in  the  prSence  of  other  murids  from  the 
Shaikh*  He  had  to  makes  vow  that  he  would  under¬ 
go  spiritual  training  hy  serving  God  and  obeying 

L  f 

the  order  of  his  Shaikh*  He  had  to  live  in  a 
hermitage  for  a  number  of  years  observing  the 
rules  of  the  order* 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  25  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(21)  . 

la -the  fundamental  principles,  there  was  no 
difference  of  observances  among  various  orders  > 
though  in  ceruain  matters  of  detail,  each  had  its 
own  oat  hod  of  training.  A  person  seeking  Initiation 
into  a  n  order  is  received  in  an  assembly  of  the 

it 

fraternity  presided  over  by  the  Shaikh^  who 
touches  his  hand  and  breathes  into  his  ear  three 
times  the  words,  la  if  aha  ilia -Hah  (there  is  no 
God  but  Allah),  commanding  him  to  repeat  them 
every  day.  This  ceremony  is  called  the  . 

The  recipient,  faithful  to  the  order  of  his 
chief,  obligates  himself  to  spend  his  time  in 

l  / 

perfect  retirement  and  to  report  to  the  Shaikh  the 
visions  or  dmaams  which  he  may  have  during  the 
course  of  hia  novitiate.  These  dreams,  besides 
characterising  the'  sanctity  of.  hia  vocation  and 

db 

his  gflritual  advance®©  nt  in  the  order 9  serve 
likewise  as  so  many  supernatural  naans  to  direcrti 
the  Shaikh^  regarding  the  periods  when  he  ®ay 
again  breathe  into  hia  ear  the  second  words  of 
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the  initiation,  Ta  Allah1.  ana  successively  alj.  the 
attributive  names  of  Sod  to  the  last ,  la  Qahhart. 
The  full  complement  of  this  exercise,  ihich  they 

call  "chillah"  requires  six,  eight  or  ten  months? 
sometimes  even  a  longer  period,  according  to  the 

dispositions,  more  or  less  favourable,  of  the 
candidate*  When  he  arrives  at  the  lasiT  stage  he 
is  sugposed  to  have  fully  etsded  his  career  and 
attained  the  degree  of  perfection  (i*e»  the 

v  i 

takrail-i-suluk)  for  his  solemn  admission  into 
the  corps  to  which  he  has  devoted  himself*  During 
all  his  novitiate,  the  recipient  bears  the-  name 
of  1  kuchak'  and  the  Shaikh  who  directs  him  in 
this  celestial  career^  takes  the  appellation 
•  murshid' . 

In  gach  convent  there  is  a  hall,  consecrated 
to  tteeae  exercises*  Nothing  is  simpler  than  its 
construction;  it  Contains  no  decoration;  the 
middle  of  the  hall  turned  towards  Mecca  chains  a 
niche  which  serves  as  an  altar;  in  front  of  it 
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is  a  snail  carpet,  mostly  made  of  the  skin  of  a 
sheep  on  which  the  Shaikh  of  the  community 
reclinest  over  the  niche  the  name  of  the  founder 
of  the  Order  is  written*  In  some  halls  this 
inscription  is  surmounted  hy  two  others  -  one 
containing  the  confession  of  faith  and  the  other 

V.  *  , . 

the  words  Bismillah#  In  others  are  seen  on  the 
wall  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  of  the  niche 
tablets  on  which  are  written  in  large  letters  the 
attributive  names  of  God,  that  of  Muhammad  and  * 
those  of  the  four  first  Caliphs#;  In  some  of  them 
are  seen  the  names  of  Hasan  and  Hussain,  the 
grandsons  of  the  Irophet  and  seme  verses  of  the 
Quran* 

Ihe  exercises  which  are  followed  in  the  hal3s 

are  of  warioua  kinds  in  conformity  with  the 

practice  of  each  institution!  but  in  almost  all 

of  them  they  commence  with  the  recital  of  the 

geygQ  mysterious  words  by  the  Shaikh*  They  are 

as  f  al!bws* 

L 
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1.  Iaijaha  illa'AUShi  (It  is  a  confession  of 
Allahs  unity)* 

2*  Ya  Allah  V  (.rt  is  an  exola  mart  ion  referring  to 
Him,  the  Almighty). 

3.  Ya  HuJ  (It  ia  an  authentic  acknowledgement  of 
Allah1 a  eternal  existence). 

4*  Ya  Haqq  t  (0  Just  God) . 

5*  Ya  Hai  1  (0  Living  God). 

6.  Ya  Qsyyum  l  (0  Existing  God)* 

7#  la  Qahhari  (0  Refuging  God) 

Xhe  Shaikh  next  chants  varioua  passages  of 
the  Qur^an  and  at  each  pause,  the  saints,  placed  in 
a  circle  round  the  hall,  respond  in  chorus  by  the 
word,  Allah  l  or  Hui  In  some  of  the  societies  they 
sit  on  their  heels,  the  elbows  dose  to  those  of 
each  other  and-  all  making  simultaneously  light 
movements  of  the  head  and  the  body*  In  others 
the  movement  consists  in  balancing  themselves 
slowly,  from  the  right  to  the  left,  and  from  the 
left  to  the  right,  or  inclining  the  body  method¬ 
ically  forward  ad  aft.  There  are  other  societies 
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in  which  these  actions  coaence  seated,  in  measured 
cadences,  with  a  staid  countenance,  the  eyes  elosdd 
or  fixed  upon  the  ground,  and  are  continued  while 
remaining  on  foot*  These  singular  exercises  are 
consecrated  under  the  name  of  "muraqabah"  (ie* 
meditation)  and  also  under  that  of  "tauhid"  (i*e* 
celebration  of  the  divine  unity),  from  which  cones 
Tihe  nana  tauhid-khana,  given  to  thB  whole  of  the 
halls  devoted  to  these  religious  exercises* 

In  some  of  these  institutions,  such  as  the 

—  r  _ 

Qadiriyas^  the  Rifaiyas,  the  exercises  are  made 
each  holding  the  other  by  the  hand,  pulling 
forward  always  the  right  foot  and  increasing  at 
every  step  the  strength  of  the  movement  of  the 
body.  This  is  called  “daur"  or  “rotation*.  The 
duration  of  this  dance  is  arbitrary  -  each  one  is 
free  to  leave  when  he  pleases.  Bvery  one,  however, 
makes  it  a  point  to  continue  as  long  as  possible. 
The  strongest,  moss  robust  and  most  enthusiastic 
among  them  strive  to  persevere  longer  than 
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others;  -they  uSawmr  their  heads,  take  off  their 
-turbans ,  form  a  second  circle  within  the  other, 
entwine  off  their  arms  within  those  of  their 
brethren,  lean  their  shoulders  against  one  another 
gradually  raise  the  voice  and  continuously  repeat 
*Ya  Allahl  or  ’Ya  mi  l  increasing  each  tiae  the 
movement  of  the  body  and  not  stopping  until  their 
entire  strength  is  exhausted* 

Saints  of  some  orders  particularly  Chistiyaa 

V  '  O-p  C 

and  Mawlwiyaa  approve  p  asm  (hearing  of  songs  and 
playing  an  musioal  instruments)  on  condition  that 
it  must  be  to  stimulate  spiritual  emotion,  There 
ia  a  common  feeling  among  these  aufis  that  the 
earthly  beauty  is  a  bridge  to  the  universal 
beauty*  Dances  and  rotations  are  performed  to  the 
tune  of  soft  music.  The  verses  they  sing  are 
erotic  and  interpreted  in  sn  allegorical  sense. 
When  the1  Qawwal  ( musician)  sings  a  verse  and 
plSYS  °n  the  instrument  •  the  hearers  listen  to 
it  with  rapt  attention.  All  hearers  interpret 
the  terse  according  to  the  extent  of  their 
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knowledge*  They  repe art  -the  vex- sea  .that  appeal  to 
-them  and  at  times  ask  the  singers  to  sing  them 
over  again.  Some  who  get  mere  affected  weep , 
danoe  and  even  become  unconsoious.  Sa'd  Shame- 
ud-Din,  the  immediate  successor  of  Abd-ul-Qadir 
(JilanI,  the  founder  of  the  Qadiriya'  Order  waa  the 
first  to  set  an  example  of  this  kind.  In  A.H.565 


*  Seme  sufia  were  poets  and  theaaelves  good 
singers  and  masters  of  music,  e.g»  Shah  1st  if  of 
Sind  was  gifted  with  a  melodious  voice  and  used 


to  play  on  tambura'  and  Amir  Khumraw,  the  eminent 
leraian  poet  of  India  waa  a  ‘aufi  and  great 
musician.  It  is  said  About  Khwaja  Qutb-ui-Din 


Bakbt-Yar  Kaki  that  when  in  the  assembly  of 
Samat  the  Qawwal  was  reciting  the  folowing 

y«..,  <**'-&  >'<*** 

I  t  —  f 

(Every  one  killed  by  the  dagger  of  taalim  has 


every  time  amt  her  soul  from  the  invisible  world.) 
Ihe  condition  of  Wajd  permeated  throughout  the 


body  of  Qutbi-Alam  and  be  waa  like  the  bird  of 
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•to  sustain  the  vivacity  of  their  movements.  This 
practice,  though  repressed  by  Islam,  was,  never- 


have  added  the  flute  which  is  open  at  either  end, 


called  by  them  the  'nai;  the  greater  number  of 


the  saints  of  this  order  play  on  it  exquisitely} 
only  their  exercises  are  accompanied  by  various 
airs,  all  of  a  soft,  tender  and  pathetic  expression. 
The  convent  of  the  general  of  this  order  is  distin¬ 
guished  from  all  others  by  a  band  of  music  compos¬ 
ed  of  different  instruments.  There  are  some,  who 
devote  themselves  to  an  absolute  retirement  from 


Contd* .  from  27  • 

sacrifice,  restless.  He  was  brought  to  the 
1  ghanqoh  in  the  same  condition  but  even  in  that 
state  he  continued  to  repeat  the1  same  verse.  He 
performed  ablution  and  offered  prayers  when  there 
was  the  tii»  for  the  same.  And  again  he  made 
suggestions  to  repeat  thar  verse*  In  the  same 
condition  he  remained  for  five  days  and  ultinatel 
left  the  world* 
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tbs  world  and  to  the  most  rigid  abstinence,  living 
only  on  bread  and  water  even  for  twelve  days 
successively  in  honour  of  the  twelve  Imams  of  the 
raoe  of  Haatfrst  'All.  ibis  peculiar  exercise  is 
©ailed  ‘Khalwsrt  (solitude).  The  more  devoted  among 
these  saints  observe  sometimes  a  painful  fast  of 
forty  days  conseoutively,  called  by  them  the 
Arbain'  (forty)  for  the  expiation  of  their  sins,  tie 
sanctification  of  their  lives,  the  glorification 
of  Islam  and  the  prosperity  of  state.  During  the 
period  they  retain  engrossed  in  divine  contempla¬ 
tion. 

Independent  ftf  -shese  general  considerations, 

which  render  the  whole  corps  of  "she  orders  so 

commendable  to  the  nation,  the  miraculous  virtues 

attributed  to  the  greater  part  of  their  Shaikh 

inspire  special  devotion  to  them.  They  claim  the 

peer  of  interpreting  dreams  and  of  healing  by  meats 
L 

of  spiritual  remedies,  both  mental  and  physioal 
diseases.  These  remedies  consist  in  ixereisingiS 
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and  prayers.  Ordinarily,  they  put  their  hand  on  the 
head  of  the  invalid,  make  mysterious  breathings  on 

his  person,  touch  the  suffering  parts  and  give  the 
individvml  small  rolls  of  paper  on  which  hymns  hawe 
been  written  of  -cheir  own  composition,  or  passages 
■taken  from  the  Qufan  -  generally  from  the  two 
chapters  whi*  refer  to  the  work  of  malevolence, 
enchantments,  witchcraft,  etc* 

It  is  not  only  to  the  siok  that  they  give 
these  cabalistic  writings;  they  distribute  them  to 
persons  in  good  fax*  health ,  as  so  many  preserva¬ 
tives  against  physical  evils  and  more  afflictions. 

SAIHPS  AH)  SHRIHBS 

£he  cult  of  'Wall '(saints)  induced  large 
number  of  non- Muslims  all  ovc-r  "the  world  to  come 
under  the  banner  of  Islam,  in  one  way  refined 
Muslim  character  itself  and  produced  many  celebrat¬ 
ed  saints  and  poets.  It  had  its  defects  also,  a 
causing  inactivity,  encouraging  superstition  and 
inducing  a  slavish  mentality  and  even  immortality 
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among  the  masses*  Before  long*  the  Walis  became 
numerous  all  over  Muslim  countries.  Some  were 
really  pious,  but  a  great  many  were  undeserving 
men  who  posed  piety.  The  veneration  extended  on  the 
extent  of  the  ignorance  of  their  followers  and 
the  devotipn  they  paid  to  them,  Khalifas, 

Emperors,  Sultans,  Kings  and  even  the  absolute  and 
merciless  tyrants  have  made  no  secret  of  their 
rispeot  far  this  class  of  men  and  are  known  to 
have  paid  visits  and  sought  their  blessings.  After 
the  death  of  orW',  large  sums  have  been 

expended  in  putting  up  magnificent  structures  in 
their  honour.  They  have  been  consulted  as  much  in 
spiritual  as  in  worlds  affairs  and  some  times 
they  have  done  duty  as  thattmartur gists,  performing 
miracles  and  predicting  victories  and  defeats  in 
battles  etc*  Their  popularity  is  accordingly  very 
great.  There  is  scarcely  a  village  in  Iran,  in 
which  one  or  more  tombs  of  Valis  and  Kira  are  not 
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found.  Maty  believe  that  If  their  own  bodies  ere 

Tomb 

buried  somewhere  near^  the  -feflHch  of  a  patron  saint, 
their  souls  will  find  rest  and  peace*  Man y  of  the 
famous  shrines  are  as  such  surrounded  with  a  large 
number  of  graves.  Besides  the  tomb,  the  existence 
of  iarge  trees  or  natural  springs,  adds  to  the 
importance  of  the  place,  healing  powers  being 
attributed  to  them* 

VISITS  10  THE  TOMBS  OF  SAIiCTS 

* 

The  common  word  used  for  the  dead  saint  is 
'FIB*  and  the  visit  to  his  tomb  or  shrine  is 
called  "Ziyarat".  These  tombs  and  shrines  are 
usually  under  the  care  of  guardians  (called 
♦Mujawir')  who  are  usually  their  direct  lineal 
or  spiritual  descendants* 

The  homage  paid  to  the  saints  at  their 
shrines  is  of  a  simple  character.  It  consists 
of  two  separate  divisions;  the  first  is  for  the 


•  The  visit  tp  a  living  saint  is  also  called 

1 Ziyarat*  1  * 
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benefit  of  the  saint  and  the  other  for  that  of  the 
visitor.  In  the  first,  the  visitors  may  make  offe^ 
ings  of  money,  sweets,  flowers  as  well  as  the  provi¬ 
sion  for  the  Wrag  '(the  lighting  of  the  lamps)  and 

the  *Loban  (the  burning  of  frankincense)  and  there- 

4  }  ' 

a£feer  they  recite  the  Fat ihah  • 

j 

Aa  for  the  other  part  of  the  homage  the 
visitor  stands  or  sits  somewhere  near  the  shrine, 
facing  it  and  commune#  in  his  heart  with  the  saint. 

In  it  he  makes  a  vow  to  make  oertain  offerings  snd 
oblations  in  faae  he  would  be  immune  from  his 
troubles*  Such  offerings  consist  of  money,  pieces 
of  cloth  generally  to  cover  the  tomb,  cooked  rice, 
sugar,  sweets  and  a  oocoanut.  After  the  fulfilment 
of  the  desire,  such  things  are  placed,  first  of 
all  on  the  shrine  and  after  some  time  the  visitor 
takes  a  part  of  it,  out  of  which  a  small  portion 
is  distributed  as  tabW^0  the  assembled  _ 

*  A  portion  that  has  received  the  special 
blessings  of  the  fliitrt* 
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*t  uthsrt  spot  including  a  larg®  number  of  people 
seeking  alma* 

The  relioa  of  the  known  saints,  if  available, 
are  preserved  with  great  care,  for  example,  a 
turban,  a  ooart,  a  shirt,  shoe  or  anything  written 
bji  him,  particularly  a  copy  of  the  Quran*  There  aa 
some  towns  in  India  aa  well  aa  in  toislim  countries 
where  the  attiteisStoEit  (venerated  hair  of  the 
£r<$het'a  beard)  is  kept  as  a  sacred  relio  and  a 
ceremony  in  its  honour  is  held  once  a  year* 
maTJgRB  AT  I  ON  OF  EEAxH  ANHIVBRSABIBS 

Just  as  it  is  the  custom  to  visit  the 
saint's  shrines  on  particular  days,  so  also  it 
has  become  a  convention  to  calibrate  saints* 

anniversaries  generally  on  the  day  of  their  death. 

# 

This  celebration  is  calld  »URS«*  On  that  day  the 
fcOLowers  of  the  particular  saint  whose  anniversary 
is  oelebrated  meet  there  and  perform  usual  rituals* 


*  On  account  of  the  Sufistic  belief  that  the  death 
of  the  Sufi  is  the  union  (Wasl)  of  his  soul  with 

Allah. 
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In  the  course  of  time  a  common  practice  has 
developed  to  hold  there  a  fair  therein  ahopkeepeis 
aet  up  their  shopa.  Biographies  of  saint a  in  general 

t  * 

aid  that  of  the  saint  in  whose  memory  the  URS  is 
celebrated  in  particular  are  sold* 

The  s  olemn  part  of  the  8HS1  of  course  *  is 
the  performance  of  the  religious  rites*  Every  male 
visitor  enters  tee-footed  the  enclosure  of  the 
shrine,  recites  the  FATIHAJ(,  makes  some  offering 
either  of  money  or  of  sweets  or  of  both  and  retreats 
silently  without  turning  the  back  to  the  shrine. 
Generally  the  following  might  the  holy  QURAN  ia 
read  by  followers  sitting  near  the  shrine.  This 
mast  solem  part  of  the  ceremony  is  called  a 
KHATM.  in  it  different  WM  (Sections)  of  the 
QURAN- I-SHARIF  are  distributed  among  theau  The 
particular  attention  is  paid  to  see  that  by  this 
method  the  whole  of  the  Holy  Book  is  read  through 
to  get  the  divine  sanctification  on  the  saint's 
gOUl# 
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CHJgPBB  II 

ADVBHE  Off  MUSLIM  SAIiffiS  IM  IMDlA 

SPREAD  OF  ISLAM  OUTSIDE  ARABIA 

Before  the  death  of  Prophet  Muhammad  in  A.D. 

652  almost  the  whole  of  'Arabia  had  been  won  over 
to  the  faith  of  Islam. preached  by  him*  A  mighty 
nation  suddenly  arose*  animated  by  a  gwdet  seal 
to  make  other  nations  adopt  the  aame  religion. 

Issuing  forth  from  the  confines  of  Arabia,  the 
Muslims  threw  themselves  upon  the  neighbouring 
nations  and  within  a  century  after  Muhammad's 
death,  conquered  and  converted  to  Islam  not  only 
the  Asiatic  realms,  the  north  part  of  Arabia, 

Syria,  Persia,  Zurkistan,  Afghanistan,  Egypt, 
the  whole  north  coast  of  Africa  upto  the  Atlantic 
ocean  but  they  also  crossed  the  straits  of 
Gibraltar  and  occupied  the  greater  part  of  Spain. 

In  almost  all  the  countries  conquered  by  the 
Arabs,  the  majority  of  the  population  embraoed 
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lajjjaa.  loop lea  of  the  most  diverse  races  became 
clceely  knit  together  by  the  bond  of  this  faith* 

n»HB  ISLAM  IH  INDIA 

2ha  eirly  occup stion  is  India  by  uhe  Arabs 

was  confined  to  Sind  only  but  it  was  a  first  step 

towards  the  conquest  of  this|wast  ojwntry  by 

Muslims.  Ifearly  three  oenturies  later  the  first 

effective  attempt  was  made  by  a  Turkish  slave  of 

s  territory  called  Ghazna  situated  between  Kabul 

_  1 

and  Qandhar.  It  was  Sabuktigin  »  He  and  his  son 
2  ' 

Sultan  Mahmud  who  can  be  oonsidered  as  the  first 
great  Muslim  rulers  to  penetrate  into  the  very 
heart  of  India* 


1*  His  father  Jokkara  Bahkam  bin  Qeail  Arsalan 
who  was  the  descendant  of  Yazdagird,  the  king 
of  Iran  (d.  A.H.  387,  A.D*997)j (Abu'umar 
fvjimKST--  M»yUnrifj-ud-Sin  -  Tabaaat-i-Naairi ,  p.67) 

2.  Sabuktigin  had  two  sons.  Ismail  was  born  of 
Alptigin's  daughter  and.  Mahmud  was  from  a  woman 
of  Zabilistan  -  (Maw law!  Sayyad  Hashimi  - 
Tsofikh-i-Hind,  p.159«) 
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The  real  task  of  conquest  was  undertaken  by 
Mubammaa  Shihab-ud-Din  Ghori^ ,  ruler  of  a  pretty 
ki Ogdon  named  Ghor  situated  between  Ghazna  and 
Hirat.  After  making  preliminary  attests  be  invad¬ 
ed  India  in  A.H.  514  (A.D.1191),  his  conquests 
were  extended  by  his  lieutenant,  Qutb-ud-Din  Aibek. 

He  founded  in  India  a  dynasty  of  Sultans  called 
the  Slave  Dynasty*  They  were  so  called  because  of 
the  fact  that  moat  of  them  rose  to  power  from  the 
coifiition  of  a  slave.  After  the  end  of  the  Slave 
Dynasty  the  royal  sceptre  passed  into  the  hands 

of  Afghan  Khaljis5  who  ruled  upto  A.H.  71& 

4 

(A.D.1320) «  Then  there  were  Tughlaq  Sultans  and 
their  successors,  the  Sayyads  and  Iodis  (A.H.717- 
A.D.1321 ,  A.H.921-  A.D.1525). 


1,  His  father’s  name  was  Baha-ud-Dinj  he  was  born 
in  A.H.533-(Aj.D.1138)  in  the  province  of  Ghor- 
(Abu  Umar  MIn$a§-ud-Dln  -  T abqat-i- Naair I-p- 68) 

2.  Haji-us>d-Dabir-Zaf ar-ul-W alih  bi  Muzaffar  wa 
ilih.  pt .II,  P *70} 

Qutb-ud-Din  Aibek  was  a  Turkish  slave.  He  was 
brought  up  by  Sultan  Sbihab-ud-Din.  Hev>was  known 
as’ Aibek  shal'  as  his  middle  finger  (shal)  was 
broken.  (Muhammad  Qasim  Firisbfca  -  Tarikh-i* 

Fir  is  he  a,  ft;(JI.p.182)» 
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Babur,  king  of  Kabul  invaded  India  and  defeat¬ 
ed  Ibrahim  Lodi  in  the  historical  battle  on  the  ** 
field  of  lanipat  and  founded  the  Mughal  Sap  ire  in 
India* 

The  fact  that  theae  Muhammadan  dynasties  m 
India  were  almost  entirely  founded  by  foreign 
xovalers  is  of  great  importance  in  the  history  of 
Islam*  They  brought  with  them  a  large  number  of 
foreign  troops  and  attracted  to  their  courts, 
military  adventurers,  posts  and  scholars  as  well 
as  saints  who  ultimately  settled  in  the  country* 

■nwia  METHODS  ADOPTED  BY  MUS 118  COHQUEBBRS-J Q 
gRQgKxfL'E  ISLAM  IM  I  APIA 

The  militant  propaganda  of  the  Muslim  faith 
was  a  part  of  the  practical, policy  of  the  Muslin 

Contd**  from  p*3?  •» 

5*  •&alj"  is  originally  a  Turkish  word  m«aning_ 
■Sward"  (Sulam  Husain  Salim  -  Riyaf-ua-Salatin 
Tarikh-i-Bangals,  P*63j  ,  .  .. 

4*  Tughlaq,  is  a  corrupt  fora  of  c^*  (Qatligh) 
(‘clever’  'great'  or  ’elder') 
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a>  nquerers  during  the  mediaeval  period,  Saints 
and  preachers  received  monetary  help  from  the 

government  and  they  emulated  the  ideas  nourished 
by  kings  in  the  cause  of  their  religion  but  in  their 
own  peaoeful  ways. 

Throughout  the  history  of  Islam  in  India 
ULne 

missionary  or  ttflaieKFBtF  preachers  have  been  a 

relatively  important  factor.  Usually  these  people 

have  been  individuals  endowed  with  piety  and 

religious  zeal  and  frequently  men  of  learning,  who, 

>** 

through  their  ov/n  personal  interest  in  the  spmead 

of  Islam  and  inspired  with  a  divine  call,  have 

been  content  to  wander  from  plaoe  to  place  and 

gather  disoiples.  Among  the  missionaries  to  whose 

proselytizing  efforts  the  conversion  of  several 

tribes  and  communities  is  attributed,  there  were 

saints  like  Khwaja  Farid-ud-Din  Ganj-Shakar  of 

f>ak  Fatfcan,  Hizam-ud-Din  Awliya  of  Delhi,  Sayyad 

Muhammad  Gesudaraz  in  the  South,  Khwaja  Muin-ud- 
'  "  1 
Din  Chistoti  at  Ajmer  and  Shah-i-Alam  of  Ahmedabad. 

1  m  Muhammad  Qasim  Firishta-  Tarikh-i-Firishta  (MS.) 

f 
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Their  teachir^s  appealed  to  pepple  of  all  oastes 
or  creeds.  As  such  there  was  a  very  big  number  of 
their  followers. 

Gujarat  could  be  a  very  convenient  oe  lira  3b 
India  for  the  international  exchange  of  goods 
owing  to  ita  peculiar  geographical  location*  Ita 
salubrious  climate-,  prosperous  econonjy  and  maritime 
position  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  foreign  traders. 
Historians,  too,  have  described  Gujarat  as  the 
Garden  of  India  and  Emperor  Aurarfzeb  very  appropri¬ 
ately  called  it  the  ornament  of  Indial 

Aa  such  the  commercial  and  cultural  relations 
between  India  and  Arabia  grew  more  and  more  aa  the 
time  passed  on  and  Gujarat  was, as  if,  a  key  for 
the  same.  Along  with  traders,  saints  and  learned 
men  from  ‘Arabia  continued  to  come  to  Gujarat  and 
thousands  of  Muslim  pilgrims  sailed  for  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca  and  Madina  every  year  through  ita  ports, 


1*  Aurangzeb  -  Ruqat-i-Alamgiri  (MS) 
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mainly  Canfeay. 

As  such,  the  relations  between  the  inhabitants 
of  both  the  countries  developed}  and  so  the  torch- 
bearers  of  Islam  of  their  own  aeoord  started  to 
emigrate  to  India  at  the  outset* 
atT6* ISM  IK  INDIA 

India  is  one  of  the  five  great  centres  of 

Sufism,  the  other  four  being  Iran  (inclusive  of 

Central  Asia),  Mesopotamia,  Syria  and  North  Africa 

Among  the  earliest  -Sufi  saints  of  India  was 

Muin-'ud-Iin  Chisht  if  who  was  born  at  Chisht  in 

Sistan  (East  Iran)  lived  for  a  long  time  in 

Khurasan.  He  followed  the  army  of  shihabud-Din 

Ghori  in  A.D.  1192  and  settled  at  Ajmet.fhen  he 

founded  the  famous  Chisbtiya  order, other  popular 

orders  in  India  were  Qadiriyai  Suhrawardiya / 
a*d 

Shattariya^  Haqshabandie,  with  their  numerous 
brancfees. 

Before  the  establishment  of  the  Muslim  rule 
in  India^  i.e.  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
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eleventh  century,  innumerable  saints  had  migrated 
to  Gujarat  and  carried  on  propaganda*  Aa  the 


1.  Vide; 

_  _  .  i  ’ 

2*  It  is  from  'Khweja'  meaning  honourable  concert* 

They  (institute  an  importaii  part  of  the  scatter  - 
ed  remnants  of  the  adherents  of  Bizar ,  the  son 


of  Al-lfcist angir ,  the  Fatiaid  Caliph  of  Egypt. 


The  spiritual  ancestor  of  Khojas  was  Hasan  bin 

Sabbah  who  died  in  A.H.  517  (A.D.  1124)  at 
Altaut  in  Hbrth  Persia*  Their  first  DAI  who 
came  to  India  as  a  missionary  was  Bur  Satagar  <r 
Nur-ud-Din. 

3*  The  Momnas  take  their  name  fr  om  the  word 
'Mumin^  which  means  'believer1  and  they  were 
Originally  Hindus  of  Gujarat  converted  by  the 
Ismaili  miasonaries  into  lain* 

4*  It  is  from^Maiman  (auspicious).  These  people 
originally  belonged  to  the  iboiiana  oomaunity  of 


Qadir  Gilani,  when  he  oame  to  Sind  - 
(Sayyad  Amir-ud-Din  -  Abrar-ul-IIaqq  (MS.) 
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fhe  veneration  in  which  the  rulera  held  the 

Muslim  saints  attracted  them  to  this  soil.  In  the 

reign  of  the  Solanki  Dynasty  so  many,  Muslim  -Graders 

had  settled  in  Anhilwad  Fatten1 in  Gujarat  and  built 

2 

mosques  there  for  their  prayers. 


1#  FAIT  AN  is  also  known  as  Piran  Fatten  ^  i.e* 

the  city  of  saints  (t&rza'ili  Muhammad  Khan - 

Khsti-ma-i-Mir’at-i-Ahmadi,  p.24). 

It  is  said  rhat a  cowherd  named  Anhil  showed 

the  Solanki  king  of  the  time  a  beautiful  spot 
to  build  a  city  there  on  the  dtfndition  of 

naming  it  after  him  and  it  was  accordingly 

called  Anhilpur.  ’Eattan1  in  some  of  the  Indian 
languages  means  ‘chosen'  and  it  was  known  as 
Anhilwad  Pattan  in  the  ©urse  cf  time.  The 
Arabs  called  it  Nahrawela  (Ab-ul-Iazl  -  Ain-i- 

Akbarl,  It. Ill ,#.262).  In  the  Arabic  language, 
there  is  no  pronunciation  of  (p)  >  so  Fatten  is 
called  as  *?atan»  in^Sayyad  Abd-ul-Hai-Yad-i- 
Ayyam,  p.io). 

2.  Shaikh  Ahmad  Irfanishaha'i  cams  from  Mecca  in 
the  reign  of  Sidhraj*  Jayaaingha  and^  settled  in 
Fatten  (Mirza  ‘Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i- Ahmad* 

p.108) . 
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After  the  conquesx  of  Gujarat  by  itla-ud-Dln 

1  <  . 

Khalji  in  A.H.  697  (A.D.  1297)  »  first  the  SaaiSI 
(governors)  appointed  in  Gujarat  by  xhe  Delhi 
Sultanate  and  later  on  the  Sultans  of  Gujarat 
invited  Sufi'  saints  from  Arabia  to  the  province. 
They  were  given  full  encouragement  to  preach  Islam 
and  they  could  very  well  succeed  in  their  mission. 

Sultan  Abmadshah  (A.H.  8l3”845,y  A.D.  1410- 
1442)  shifted  his  capital  from  Anhilwad  Pattan  to 
a  place  near  the  residential  place  of  Shaikh  Ahmad 
Khattu  Ganj  Sakha h,  the  celebrated  saint  of  the 
ti®e. 

/  * 

When  Sayyad  Burhanud-Din  Qutb-i-Alam  proposed 
to  visit  his  capital,  Ahmadshah  was  elated  and 
considered  himself  so  honoured  that  he  kept  himself 
waiting  at  a  stage  to  receive  him  and  assigned  to 
him  a  site  at  Asawal  (now  a  suburb  of  Ahmedabad) 

1.  Xhwaja  Hizamw-^-Din  Ahmad  -  Tabaqat-i-Akbari? 

2.  Sikandar  Manjhu  -  Mirat-i-Sikandari ,  p»11. 
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for  hi  a  permanent;  settlement* 

Sultan  Mahmud  Begda  (A*H.  653/A.H.911  - 
A.D*1458/1511)  was  brought  up  after  the  death  of 
his  fat her^ Sultan  Muhammad  Shah  £1  (A*H*  845/ A*H* 

854  -  A«D*  1442-1451)  in  the  house  of  the  great 
saint ,SKah-i-Alaa  who  also  imparted  him  knowledge 
and  education  and  sawed  him  so  many  times  from 
the  tyranny  of  his  broths* ,  Sultan  Qutb-ud-Din. 

Sultan  Mahmud  Begda  was  successful  in  getting  the 
throne  of  Gujarat  by  the  blessings  of  the  same  saint. 
Bahadur  Shah  A.H.930/A.H.941  -  A.D.1525-1536)  became 
the  Sultan  on  account  of  the  blessungs  of  Shaikhgit  J'^ 
Sayyad  Jalal,  son  of  Mahmud,  son  of  Qutb-i-Alan. 
Sultlm  Mahmudshah  III  (A*H*94l/A.H*960  -  A,D. 
1536/A.D.1554)  was  very  fomd  of  the  company  of 
saints  aid  Fakirs*  He  built  monasteries  for  them 
and  was  very  careful  about  looking  to  their 
comforts*1 

1.  Sikandar  Manjhu  -  Mirat-i-Sikandari ,  p.12. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  51  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 

(46) 

Thus  Gujarat  became  th*  bospitsbl#  bon©  fop 
saints  of  sundry  religious  orders  that  have  developed 
in  -the  world  of  Islam,  some  of  them  bad  considerable 
influence  on  "the  Muslim  populace  and  they  settled 
permanently  in  places  like  Ahmedabad,  Anhilwad  Patman, 
Cambay,  Broach  and  Navaarl.  Those  who  had  flourished 
and  lie  buried  in  Ahmedabad  and  Anhilwad  rattan  were 
either  Chistotiya  or  Subrawardiya  or  Shatter 
or  Maghribiya  or  Mahdawiya  or  Imamshahiya.  Their 
biographies  constitute  the  subject  of  the  thesis. 
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CHA.IHS  III 

IHB  CHISHSIYA  ORDER  A  Mi  IJS  SAIHPS 

The  Chishtiya  ordur  was  founded  by  Abu 

Iabjlaij,  Sbasai  who  died  m  A.H.329  (A.D.g+O)  ax 

Chiabt  in  Siatan  (East  Iran) ,  whebfrbia  tomb  lie  a  4 

He  was  the  ninth  in  deacent  from  Haarat  ili.  He 

went  on  foot  to  Baghdad  from  Sham  (Syria)  and 

1 

lived  in  the  monastery  of  Muashad  Abu  Dinar! . 

On  seeing  Abu  Ishaq  the  saint  remarked  "you  will 
be  known  as  ChishLi  and  your  order  aa  Chiahtiya 
from  today  onwards*  At  the  instruction  of  the 

saint,  subsequently  Abu  Ishaq  left  fur  Chihst 

'2 

and  settled  there* 


1*  He  died  in  A.H.298  (A.IU910);  he  lies  buried 
in  Baghdad  (gbaliq  Ahmad  -  xarikh-i-Maahaikh- 
r-Chiaht,  p *136;  Farid-ud-Din  Aitar-Sadhkirat- 
ul-Awliya  (MS); 

2*  Haulavi  Hadi  Ali  -  Manaqib-i-Hafi^iya,  p*4Bj 
Farld-ud-DIn  Attar  -  Sadhkirat-ullAwliya  (MS). 


3*  H«  was  born  at  Siatan,  near  Ehuraaan.  He  was 

the  son  of  Khwaja  Ghiysth-ud-Din  Hasan  who 
was  a_Sayyad  ana  a  diaoiple  of  shaikh  Uthman 
Haruni,  a  well-known  Sufi  of  hia  time  (d'il.H. 
fc>32  -  A.D.  1235)  who  ilea  buried  in  Ehuriaan 
(Abd-ul-  Haqq  Muhad)i©ehlawi  -  Akhbar-ul- 
Akhyar ,  p*9;  Muhammad  Qaaim  Firisbta  - 
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She  saints  belonging  to  this  order  (or 
rather  sect)  became  so  eminent  that  the  fraternity 
thereof  spread  far  and  wide*  She  order  is  of  impo:^ 
tance  in  India  and  Khnaja  Muxn-ud-Din  Mohammad 
Chishti,  the  Aftab-i-Mulk-i-Hind  (or  Sun  of  the 
Kingdom  of  India)  (b.A.H*!?37/A.B»1142  -  d.A.H*633/ 
A.D.1236),  At  Baghdad,'  hb  was  acquainted  with 
Kajm-ud-Din  Kubara  Shihab-dd-Din  Suhrawardi 
^Abd-ul-Qadir  Jilani  and  a  large  number  of  other 
Sufis*  He  lived  for  a  long  time  in  Khurasan.  He 
was  a  great  traveller*  Ha  followed  the  army  of 
Shiab-ud-Din  Ghori  to  India  in  A-H.529  (A.B.1192)* 
After  moving  about  in  Lahore  and  Delhi  (A.D.1193) 
he  ultimately  reached  Ajmer  and  died  there  in 
A.H.633  (A.D.1236).  His  tomb  became  one  of  the 
most  popular  places  of  Muslim  pilgrimage  in  India. 


Contd.  from  page  47  •• 

-  larikh-i-Sirishsa,  p.2  ;  Ab-ul-fazl  -  Ain-i- 
Akbari ,  Vol.III,  pool;  Sayyad  Ima»-ua-Din - 
Tadhkirat-ul-iinsab ,  p.109;  Muhammad  Kabir 
Danfipuri  ladhkirat-ul-Kiram,  2arikh-i- 
Khulafa-i-Arab-wa-Islam,  p.4b2). 
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Among  his  successors,  the  following  were  famous  in 
India  - 

Qutb-ud-Din  Bakhtiyar,  KSki  (d»A«H«.623-  A.D.1236) 

a  2 

who  lies  buried  near  the  Qutb  Minar  in  old  Delhi 

3 

and  Baba  Shaikh  Farid  Shakar  Ganj  (b.A.H.584  - 
A.D.1189  -  d.A.H.679/4.D«1265)  whose  tomb  is  at 

4  _  5 

£'{k  Fatten  and  Hiaam-ud— Din  Awliya  (b.A.H»634/ 

A.D.1238  -  d.A.H.725/A.B.1325).  The  last  one  waa 
the  successful  preacher  of  the  order*  He  founded 
a  Cbisatiya  Khanaqah  in  Delhi  where  he  died.  He 
left  two  spiritual  successors;  one  waa  Nasir-ud- 

Delhi  -  6 

Din  Mahmud  known  as  ChiaSg-i-Dehai  (d.A.H.757/ 
A.D.1352)  and  the  other  Shaikh  Kamai-ud-Din 


1«  He  waa  born  in  Aush  near  Baghdad  (Muhammad 
Qagim  Firishta  —  larikh-i-Firishta»p.29)» 

2.  ‘Abd-ul-Haqq.  Muhaddith  Dehlawi  -Akhbar-ul-» 

Akhyar,  p*26;  Kbaliq.  Ahmad  —  Tarikh— i— 
Mashaikh-i-Chisht ,  p .  1 47 ; 

3.  He  was  born  near  Khonwal  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Multan.  His  father  had  come  to  Multan  from 
Kabul  and  settled  there  -Muhammad  Qa&m 

Fir  is  bta  —  Tarikh^i— Firishta»p«30; 

4.  It  is  situated  midway  between  Mult  a$  and  I«hore 

( Khaliq.  Ahmad  -  Tarikh-i-Maahaikh-i-Ghisbt  ,p.1*D) 

5.  He^  was  born  in  Badayun  (U.F.);  his  father  Shaikh 
Ahmad  bin  Daniyal  had  left  Gazna  and  settled 
there  (Muhammad  Qasim  Firishta  -  Tarxkh-i-Firi«rta 
P»30); 
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laqQb  Chishti  who  wasthe  first  to  come  to  Gujarat 
to  propagate  his  order. 

The  neophites  get  themaelves  initiated  xttto 
the  order  while  living  in  the  society.  To  offer 
prayers  in  groups  and  to  recite  t he  Qur an-i- Majid 
daily  as  the  means  to  purify  the  heart  constitute 
their  idea  of  devotion  to  God*  In  repeating  the 
confession. of  Faith,  they  lay  peculiar  stress  on 
the  word  ’IllaUah*  which  they  utter  with  great 
vigour  while,  shaking  their  heads  and.  the  upper  pad 
of  their  bodies*  They  prefer  to  sing:  and  hear 
religious  songs,  she  congregation  is  worked  upxo 
a  ¥»gh  pitch  of  devotion, by  recitation  of  hymns  and 

v, 

often  people  sink  down  exhausted.  They  constantly 

repeat  the  name  of  Hazrat  !Ali  whom,  they  hold  in 
1 

greet  respiet.  They  give  prime  importance  o € 

Contd..  froa  pege  49  •» 

6.  lit*  The  lamp  of  Delhi.  He  lies  buried  in-Delhi 
(Khaliq  Ahmad  -  Tirikh-i— Mashaikb-i-Chiabt  ,p*102) . 

1».  Ab-ul-Fa^l  -  Tin-i-Akbarl f  Vil.III,  p.36l • 
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to  iawakkul  on  Sod  and  forgiving  faults  of  others. 
They  try  to  suppress  anger.  They  keep  the  candle 
of  learning  and  Icnov ledge  turning  and  avoid  friend¬ 
ship  with  people  of  power.  They  are  punctual  in 
their  duties.  They  content  theaaelves  with  what 

they  get  and  do  not  desire  to  have  acre  than 
1 

essential.  They  wear  coloured  clothes »  especially 

those  dyed  with  ochre  or  acacia  bark.  They  keep 
2  piece  of 

long  hair.  They  drape  a^clcth  round  their  neek 
and  carry  a  stick  in  their  hand  whenever  they  move 
about. 

7 fa 

Of^Chiahtiya  order ,  the  following  were 
among  the  aost  venerated  saints  whose  toabs 
situated  ia  Ahaedabad  and  Anhilwad  Pattan  are  visit¬ 
ed  by  a  large  nuaber  of  people. 


1.  Khali q  Ahaad  -  Tarikh-i-Mashaikh-i-Chiakt , 
p. 270-71;  Sayyad  Sir  Mukaaaad  shah  -Naraueh- 
Shhyukh  (1C.):  Shaikh  Hasan  Muhamwad  Ghishti  - 
Risila-i-Arbaua  (M.S.); 

2.  Ab-ul-Jaal  —  Ain-i— Akbari,  Vol.Ul>  p.jol . 
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SAIJffiS  LYINS  BURIED  TH  AHltilBABAP 
SHAIKH  MAHMUD  ALIAS  BABA  DHOgAL  CHISHEI 

Nothing  is  Known  about  tha  birth-data  and 
birth  place  of  Shaikh  Majvud  who  was  batter  known 
as  Baba  Dhokal. 

He  received  spiritual  instructions  in  Delhi 
under  Suita n-ul-Meahaikh  ItLzea-ud-Din  Awliya  (d. 

'  if 

A.H.725/A.D.1325) »  a  we ry  well-know n  saint  of  the 

Chiahtiya  order  who  lies  buried  in  Delhi*  After  his 

1 

arrival  in  Ahmedabad,  he  chose  Baba  lawakkul  as  his 
spiritual  guide. 

Baba  Dhokal  played  an  important  rale  itaile 
tbs  foundation  of  Ahmedabad  was  laid*  He  was  one 
of  the  twelve  Babas  seleoted  by  Shaikh  Ahead  Khattu 
to  ptay  jointly  with  four  Ahmads  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  city*  He  preached  Ialha  and  his  Chishtiya 
order  in  Ahmadabad.  He  died  on  Raj^ab  20  and  waa 
buried  outaide  the  Delhi  date  on  tha  Dudheahwar  Road 
in  Ahwdabad* 

1.  Details  about  him  will  be  found  in  following 
pages* 
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Huaeroua  miracles  ffcre  attributed  to  Balya 
Dhokal.  Once  -chexe  was  an  immense  a  car  city  of  rains 
in  Ahmedabad ,  ao  people  approached  him  fear  help, 
fhe  following  words  dropped  out  of  hia  mouth;  — 

.  J laf>  Ji  ^ 

Within  a  few  moments,  the  sky  was  covered  up 
with  dark  clouds  and  there  waa  a  downpour  of  rains, 
feople  by  way  of  deep  gratitude  prepared  dhokla 

(a  variety  of  delicious  victuals-  common  among  the 

it 

people  of  Gujarat)  and  diatributad^aaoag  beggara. 
jrom  then  onwards  some:  people  visit  his  tomh  when 
they  feel  the  danger  of  the  failure  of  crops  due  to 
the  scarcity  of  rains/  and  di  stribute  at  that  time 
dhokla  s'  iQ  commemoration  of  the  event. 

. .  ■■  "■  — ?  *  "  T ** 

1 .  Abd-ur-Bate±a  Bala  Mod ad.  Chiebti  - 
Kukhbir-ul-Awflliya  (MS.) 
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BABA  BARAgHT.TlH  nwr.^rmf 

Nothing  in  known  about  the  birth-date  .and  birth¬ 
place  e*  Baba  Barakullah.  Hie  father's  name  was 
-  ,  -  -1 

Makhdum  At nullah.  Hi  received  spiritual  instructions 
fraa  Shaikh-ul-Mashhilch,  Hizan-ud-Din  Awaliya  of 

Delhi.  Shea  he  reached  the  age  of  discretion,  he 

was  sent  by  his  preceptor  to  Ahmedabad  to  propagate 

2 

Islam  and  establish  a  Chiahtiya  convent  there. 

Acting  upto  the  order,  he  reached  Ahmedabad  and 
established  a  convent  in  whose  nadreaa  he  himself 
taught  religious  subjects.  He  became  celebrated  as 
one  of  the  most  famous  scholastias  and  theologians. 

He  was  held  in  respect  by  Saint  Qutb-i-Alam  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  was  induced  to  have  the  title  of 

_  <_  3 

Sbab-i-Alam  conferred  upon  his  son,Sayyad  Muhammad 
by  him  only. 


1.  He  lies  buried  in  Hajipura,  opposite  Musasuhag's 
graveyard,  Shahi-bagh,  Ahmedabad;  (‘Abd-ur-ftehAm 
Rashid  Eel a  ModuelX  Chishti  -Mukhbir-ul-Awliya( MS . ) 

2.  MatoLavi  Abuturab  Muhammad  -  MahbubdMhUi.aa&  n 

TadJ»kira-i-Awliya-i-Dm.ocan,  p.176;  A 

3.  Details  about  him  will  be  given  in  fallowing 

pages. 
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Bata  Barakullah  left  this  world  on  Dhil-Haj ja 

30,  845  ( A.D.1442)  and  waa  burled  in  Hajlpura,  a 

1 

locality  in  Ahmedab  ad • 

He  waa  veiy  fond  of  ausie*  He  used  to  hold  ihe 
ySaaa  in  hia  convent  and  several  tinea  used  to  have 
the  state  of  wajd.  There  ia  a  convention  that 
visitors  to  his  holy  sepulchre  distribute  bread 

2 

covered  with  honey  among  the  beggars  sitting  there* 

SHAIKH  BAHMATULLAH  CHISHTI 

Shaikh  RahnatullSh  waa  born  at  Maadu  in 

,  -  4  _ 

Malwa*  He  waa  the  son  of  Shaikh  Aji$|llah  also  known 

as  Mutawakkullah  who  was  the  disciple  of  Khwaja 

3 

Rukn-ud-Din  Chishti  known  as  Kan-i-Shakar*  shaikh 
Hahaatullah  received  the  khirqa  frcs  his  father 

s  1  " 


1 •  Mirza  Mutannad  Hasan  'Ali  Muhanadkhan  -  Mirat-i- 
Afanadi,  p*13  i  '  k 

2»  Abd-ur-Raahid  Lola  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya  (MS.) 

3.  Vide, 
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i 

who  was  deputed  to  Ahmedabad  to  preach  the  doctrines 
of  hi a  seat*  So  having  reached  there  he  established 
a  convent  on  the  bank  of  the  Sabarmati.  In  it  he 
kept  himself  engaged  in  giving  tuition  to  the 
pupils  of  the  Madrasa.  Several  saints  gathered 
together  there  and  held  discussions  on  religious 
and  philosophical  topics. 

The  saint  left  this  world  on  Jaoadi  II  22, 
a80  (A.0.1475)  and  was  buried  in  Ahmedabad  in  the 
locality  which  was,  after  hi a  name,  known  as 
Shaikhpura* 

The  saint  was  a  religious,  guide  of  Suits* 

Mahmud  Begda  A.H«o63**917  (A.D. 1458-1 511)  who  built 

a  mausoleum  on  his  tomb.  His  brother  Shaikh  Saclullah 
was  also  an  eminent  saint.  He  was  buried  by  the 

side  of  his  tomb.  His  other  two  brothers  Hasan 

Sermaat  and  shaikh  Haarull'ah  led  a  pious  life  and 

demoted  all  their  time  to  the  propagation  of  Islam 

2 

in  Broach,  Khandesh  and  other  districts. 

1.  Mirza  Ali  Muhammad  Khan  -  Mirat-i-AbmadI,p»67; 

Sikandar  Manjhu-  Mir'at-i-Sikandari,  p.77| 

2.  Matulavi  Muhammad  Gaut.h  bin  Hasan  - 
AjlWsar-waAbrir ,  @.205.' 
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SHAIKH  JAMALftroftDlN  ALIJB  JAMMAM 

Shaikh  Jaaal-ud-Din  bettjla  knows  as  Jaaman 
was  born  in  Ahmglabad.  Nothing  is  known  about  bis 

birth-date.  He  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Mahmud  also 

*  *  * 

•ailed  Shaikh  Rajan  Chiahti  who  taught  him  Persian 

and  ‘Arabic  and  also  imparted  to  him  religious 

education.  He  committed  to  memory  the  whole  of 

Quran  at  the  age  of  nane.fhen  he  was  in  his  teen 

1 

age  a  learned  man  of  Gil an ^  named  Shaikh  Husain 
inquired  of  Shaikh  Rajan  as  to  why  the  Almighty 
designed  in  Sis  creation  five  fingers  on  every 
human  hand  and  neither  less  nor  more.  The  boy, 
Jamman  pertinently  replied! 

Jrt\ J  (°U  V'  tsi??  ^  ul 

O  ^  t  Y  i  ^ ' 9  5  ^  > 11 3  U  ^  >  1 

JU  aVLi  I 

1.  Jilan,  the  Arabic  word  for  Gilan  is  a  none 
of  a  city  between  the  Caspian  and  SuKiu  • 

2. 
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Shaikh  Jamal-ud-Bin  devoted  all  his  time  to 
imparting  edueation  to  pupila  in  the  madraaa  of 
his  convent  and  never  left  Ahmad abad  for  the  whole 


of  his  life* 

The  saint  left  this  world  on  Dhi-l-Hajja  20, 

940  (jt«D»1533)  and  lies  buried  in  the  place  oalled 

1  2 
Shaikhpura  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  produced  a  number  of  works  in  prose  on 

different  subjects.  His  Risala-i-Mudbakira  is  on 

the  subject  of  religion*  He  deals  in  it  with  funda- 
_  3 

mentals  of  Islam. 

He  was  also  a  poet  of  no  mean  order  and 


oomposed  Chassis  under  the  nom-d e-plume  "Jamman". 


She  following  Ghazal  is  from  his  colleotiont 

w*  1 A  j>  s  >  -  is-Zls- 

..  7  y 


J*f  \jP  >  foTcSaf?'*  ~  ^>7  l 

OVyy  g  +2  ~  Cr^^y  IsP't 

1#  Situated  near  the  preiaent  Gandhi  Bridge  on  the 

■pi  vat*  . 

2.  Mawlavi  HadiKhan  dAli  Manaqib-i-Haf isd a,  p.27j 
Munir  Muhammad  Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiyai  p*95, 
Mirza  Muhammad  Akfrtar  Dehlam-Tadhkirs-i- 
Awliya-i-Hind,  p*7l* 

3*  Munir  tfiihammad-  Sha jrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  p*92. 

4.  -  *  www  p.95# 
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HAZRJg  MIYiM  BADA  CHISHTI 

nothing  is  known  about  Hazrat  Myan  Bada's 
birth-place.  He  was  the  son  of  *Abd«ul-Qasim  who  was 
known  as  Maulana  on  account  of  his  profound  learning 
and  erudition.  He  was  the  descendant  of  the  Khalifa 
Abu  Bakr  Siddiq. 

Saintly  qualities  were  inborn  im  him.  Once, 
when  he  was  but  a  child,  his  mother  asked  him  to 
get  her  fire  from  the  neighbouring  house  for  cooking. 
Though  the  boy  being  ignorant  of  the  property  of 
fire  brought  it  in  his  hands.  To  the  surprise  of 
all  present  there,  there  was  no  effect  of  fire 
and  hia  hands  remained  unacorched.  Inhabitants  in 
the  vicinity  considered  the  incident  as  a  niracle 
and  thenceforth  they  began  to  respect  him  as  a  hojy 
person.  In  the  eourse  of  time-,  he  became  the 
disciple  of  Taj  Muhammad  Quraahl  about  whose 
whereabouts  no  details  are  available  aod  studied 
the  tenets  of  the  Chiabtiya  Order.  later  on,  after 
the  death  of  his  preceptor  he  took  to  the  work  of 
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propagation  of  Islam  in  general  and  the  principles 
of  hia  order  in  particular  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  died  on  Muharram  20,  955  (A.D.  154-9)  and 
lies  buried  in  Tajpur1*  a  locality  in  the  city  of 
Ahmedabad. 

QUTJffiUIf IRSHAD  SHAIKH  AHMAD  KABIR 

MUSHCAQ-UL-IAH  CH.ISHli 

Qutb-ul-Brehad  Shaikh  Ahmad  Kabir  better 
known  as  Muabt'aq-ul^lak  was  bora  in  Ahmedabad  in 
A.H.883  (A.D.1479). 

He  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Hasir-ui-Din  XI 
Chiahti  who  gave  and  imparted  him  early  education 
and  spiritual  knowledge  respectively.  He  also 
bettowed  upon  him  the  Khirqa  of  the  Chiahti  Arder. 
He  built  a  convent  in  Shahpur  and  he  used  to  teach 
pupils  in  the  madrasah  that  was  attached  to  it. 

So  many  fakirs  and  dervishes  visited  the  place  and 
took  shelter  in  it. 

1.  ^Abd-ur -Rashid  Ula  Hodud  Chiahti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS.)- 
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The  saint  left  this  aorta)  world  on  Raj^ab 
26,  965  (A.D.1555)  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of 
bis  convent* 

SHAIKH  HASAJii  MUHAMMAD  CfflSHTI 

4i"|-""inr  f  iiir-m-mrr-riTT-  - 

1 

Shaikh  Hasaa  Muhammad  was  barn  in  A.H.930 
_  2 

(A.D*1523)  in  Abmedabad*  His  father's  name  was 
Shaikh  Ahaad  who  was  also  known  as  Miyan  Jiv  and 
his  mother  Bibi  Khadi ja  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Miyin  Sher  Malik  bin  Shaikh  Yusuf,  a  well-known 
saint  of  the  time* 

When  Shaikh  Hasan  was  about  two  years  and 
half  old,  shaikh  Muhammad  bin  'Ali  Nurbakah  on 
route  to  Mecca  for  pilgrimage  made  a  sojourn  in 
Ahmedabad.  Meanwhile,  when  he  visited  the  convent 
of  Miyan  Jiv,  he  chanced  to  see  the  ohild  in 
company  of  bis  father.  Shaikh  Muhammad  remarked, 
"This  boy  will  turn  out  to  be  a  great  saint  and 
will  acquire  mastery  over  every  branch  of  knowledge 

1*  Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  -  Risalai-Arbamn  (MS*); 
Shaikh  ‘Abdur-Raahid  Lfila  Modud  Chiahti  (MS.) 

~At>rU' 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Barkat-ul-Awliya ,  p*51. 
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* 

i 

and  all  sorts  of  sciences-  secular  and  religious,  | 

i 

esoteric  end  exoteric#* 

.  '  -  '  I 

Shaikh  Hasan  imbibed  the  spiritual  knowledge  | 

I 

from  his  uncle  Shaikh  Jamal-ud-Din  Jarman  I#  He 

‘  ■  ’  _  i 

attacked  himself  to  Shaikh  Muhammad  after  the  I. 

0  j 

latter's  return  from  the  haj  j  a®1  became  his 

disciple*  | 

2he  saint  established  a  convent  at  Shahpur  in 

Ahmedabad  where  he  continued  to  teach  the  tenets 

of  the  Chishtiya  Order  to  his  followers  upto  the  j 

end  of  his  life >  whioh  took  plaoe.on  Saturday 

28th  Dhultia&a  9»2  (A.D.157+)  and  was  buried  at 
1 

Shfihpur. 

CL 

He  wrote^ccmmentary  on  the  Quran  called 

Tafsir-i-Muhammadi  and  annotated  the  rfk£sir-i- 

_  2 

Baizawi.  His  book  entitled  Huzhat-ul-Arwah  on 
* 


1*  Munir.  Muhammad  -  Sh  a  jrat  -ul-» Mahaudi y a,  p  *995 

Mir&a  Muhammad  Haaan  -  *Ali  Muhammad,  Khan  - 
Khatimabi-Mii^at-i-Ahmadi,  p.75. 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Dln_-  Barkit-ul-Av.4iya ,  p.93; 
Shaikh  ‘Abcl-ur-Ras hid  Ifila  Modud  Chisbti  •* 
Hukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS.) 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  68  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


mysticism  became  very  popular.  Hia  Riaalst -ul-Arbaun 

is  a  compilation  containing  several  risalajts  on 

^  2 

different  topics.  His  Hashiyat-ut-Talwih  is  a 

■*is  , 

glossary  on  the  At- Jaft azaiA-at-Talwih . 

Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  had  a  big  number  of 
f ollowers  among  whom  there  were  several  nobles  and 
wealthy  men  of  Gujarat.  Ahmad shah  III  (A.L.1554- 
1560),  the  Sultan  was  pleased  to  make  a  grant  of 
Asarwa  and  other  villages  far  his  maintenance* 

The  atone  mosque  near  the  Shahpur  Gate  in 

the  city  of  Ahmedabai,  now-a-days  known  as  Chishti- 

3 

ya  Mas j id  was  built  by  this  saint.  It  took  eight 

years  to  be  completed.  Its  edifice  is  one  of  the 

finest  examples  of  the  Indo-Saracemio  style.  The 

sum  spent  after  it  in  all  amounted  to  eleven 
4 

hundred  rupees.  There  is  the  following  couplet 


1 •  There  is  a  MS.  copy  of  the  work  in  the 
Slrtfuhammad  Shah  Library,  Ahmodabad. 

2.  The  book  is  written  in /Arabic  language. 

3.  Mirza  ^li,  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir'gt-i- AhmadI ,p .49 • 

4 .  Mirfflsa  Muhammad  Hasan  ili  Muhammadkhan  - 
Khat  imah-'-Mi^at-i-Ahmadi ,  o*f 5 . 
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inscribed  on  the  left  side  of  the  Biddle  arch  — 

c~P  L*  ur^7  LrjiaJ> 

g?*  /  > U  1  (s'  IS 

>3^b  ^ 

1*0  J3J  Jt- 

SHAIKH  MUHAMMAD  OHESffCI 

Shaikh  Muhammad  better  known  aa  Sh.aaa-ul-Haq.q- 
wa-d-Din  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  whose 

biography  has  been  related  above •  He  was  born  in 

__  1 

A»H.  956  (A.D.  1549)  ia  Ahmedabad. 

His  mother  Blbi  Umman  Jani  was  the  daughter 
of  Shaikh  Ata-ul-lah  bin  Aman-ul-lah,  a  direct 
descendant  of  Shaikh  ^zizullah,  the  eminent  sufi 
of  his  age. 

He  studied  the  fiqh>  the  haditfa  and  other 

religioua  subjects  under  his  father.  He  could 

s_ 

recite  from  memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran. 


1.  Munir  Muhammad  -  shajrart-ul-Mahmudiya^,  p*lQl . 
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When  be  succeeded  bis  lather,  acme^his 
disciples  desired  to  produce  befere  Akbar  (A*D. 
1556/A.D.1605)  the  saDsds  issued  by  the  Sultans  of 
Gujarat  to  his  ancestors  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
Chishtiya  convent  and  so  they  inquired  of  the 
Shaikh  whether  he  had  any:  "Dervishes",  remarked 
the  Shaikh  in  reply,  "should  not  be  beholdefl.  to 
temporal  rulers.  The  true  King  of  Kings  -  God,  the 
Almighty  gives  enopgb  to  His  creatures".  Being 
pressed  again,  he  washed  the  writing  of  all  the 
aanada  that  he  had  and  threw  then  into  the 
reservoir  of  his  convent.  Then  he  left  the  city 
and  went  to  his  own  mosque  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sabarsati*  He  made  a  point  to  go  to  the  convent 
only  for  the  Friday  prayers.  •  He  continued  to  do 
so  for  some  years  until  at  last  people  were  so 
auch  enamoured  of  him  to  learn  about  hi  a  airaou- 
loaa  powers  that  they  approached  him  in  a  group  aid 
having  estreated  hia  to  pardon  then  and  to  return 
to  the  convent,  they  brought  hia  back. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  71  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(66) 

One  day  while  the  saint  was  sitting  in  bis 
convent,  a  mysterious  voice  struck  to  .  his  ears 
saying,  "He  bestow  upon  thee  the  title  of  Qutb".  As 
a  result,  the  Shaikh  remained  in  a  state  oi  trance 

tor  three  days  and  on  Ramazan  26,  1002  (A.D.1592) , 

) 

he  ordered  one  of  his  attendants  named  Waif  to 

bring  some  vegetables  and  sugar  and  to  keep  them 

in  his  room.  Nest  morning  at  an  early  hour  Sharif 
2 

cAbd-ul-Qadir  Idris  visited  the  convent  and  greeted 
him  as  Qutb.  thereafter,  the  place  was  thronged 

with  people.  Sharif  #Abd-ul-Qadir  distributed  sugar 

3 

and  vegetables  to  them. 

The  saint  died  on  Rabi-ul-Awwal  29,  1040 

4 

( A.D.1630)  and  was  buried  at  Shshpur  in  Abm@dfibad • 


*Abd-ur- Rashid  lala  Modud  ChiahtI  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliva  (MS):  Mirza  Mubamaed  Ali  Muhammad  Khan  - 
KhStima^-Mir^St-i-Ahmadi ,  p*76. 


2*  The  details  about  him  will  oome  in  following 
pages. 

3*  Munir  Muhammad  -  Shajrat-uWaahmudiya,  @.102. 

4  -*  Maud  ami  Hadi  ‘All  Khan  ~  Manaqib— i— Hafidhiy "b, 
p.27. 
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J  t 

Tho  saint  left  behind  his  f  our  .sobs  -  Shaikh 
Hasan  Muhamnad,  Shaikh  Hihaud,  Shaikh  siraj-ud-Din 

«  #  V  * 

wad-Din  and  Shaikh  ‘Aziz-ul-lah. 

The  eldest  aon  died  of  the  shook  on  hearing 

the  sad  news  of  the  sudden  demise  of  his  father. 

,  The  second  son  mas  a  saint.  He  survived  his  father 

only  for  a  short  tins  .  shaikh  Siraj-ud-Din  was 

well' versed  in  several  different  religious  subjects. 

He  gave  up  his  claim:  to  succession  in  favour  of  his 

nephew  tfyan  Shaikh  Tahyah.  Ha  died  in  A. H. 1050 

(A.D.1630).  The  youngest  sen  could  recite  the 

Quran  in  a  melodious  tone;.  All  the  brothers  were 

-  1 

buried  in  the  same  graveyard  at  Shahpur. 

The  saint  executed  the  duties  of  the  Bosh 
XmZm  in  the  Chiahtiya  Afosque  at  Shahpur.  After  the 
"Ab^t  prayers*  he  usually  went  to  the  shrine  of  his 
father  to  recite  the  fatiha.  Thereafter  he  attended 
the  madraaa  attached  to  the  convent  and  taught 

1.  Munir  Muhammad  -  Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  @*102. 
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pupils  there* 

She  saint  was  a  Toraoioua  reader  and  read  books 

late  at  night  in  the  moonlight*  At  times,  he  moved 

about  on  the  hank  of  the  Shbarmati  bare-footed  and 

1 

bare-headed  uttering  'Ya  Allah'  a*  every  step. 


She  saint  had^very  good  command  over  Persian 


and  Arabic*  He  arete  in  Persian,  Mi nha  j-i-Xia hiqa n , 


a  book  on  Sufism  and  Chehal  Risala$,  a  collection 

2 

of  forty  tracto  of  nyaticism.  His  work  in  Arabic 

entitled  the  jawahir-ul-Ulua  containsthe  interpret* 

3  ' 

ation  of  sufistic  maxims.  There  are  several  other 
works  written  by  him  like  Baaatinul-Hashiya, 
Aaror-ul-An$war  and  Puyuz-ul-Quda . 

A  number  of  miracles  are  attributed  to  the 


saint.  In  A.H.1Q27  (A.D*l6l7),  when  Jahangir 
visited  Ahm&dabad,  he  paid  a  holy  visit  to  the 
Shaikh.  The  latter  received  him  with  great  respect. 


1.  Maulaul  Hfidi  *Ali  Khan  -  Manaqib-i-Haf idhiy £  6. 

2.  *Abd-ur-Raahid  Iala  Hodud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya,  (MS.) 

3*  Dr  B.M.  TirmizI  -  The  Contribution  of  the  scholars 
of  Gujarat  to  Arabic  language  and  literature 
(Thesis,  1947). 
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At  that  time,  a  lion  that  was  kept  in  the  cage  got 

out  of  it*  All  present  were  soared  and  tried  to  flee 

away  hither  and  thither.:  But  the  beast,  looking 

towards  the  Shaikh  approached  him  as  a  dog  wagging 

1 

its  fail  and  placed  its  head  on  the  Shaikh's  feet. 

Once  when  he  paid  a  holy  visit  to  the  shrine 

of  Khwaja  Ma^Ir-ud-Din  chirag  inDelhi,  he  requested 

all  the  attendants  of  the  shrine  to  leave  the  place 

and  he  alone  entered  the  sepulchre.  He  then  sat  in 

the  muraqaba.  Suddenly  in  the  Khwaja's  grave  there 

was  a  crack  in  the  middle  which  widened  gradually 

and  the  Shaikh  entered  it.  After  some  time  he  got 

eut  of  it  with  a  bread  and  sweets  in  his  hand  with 

the  glorious  face.  After  some  time,  the  people  round 

about; to  their  utter  surprise,  found  the  tomb  with 
2 

a  scarf  thereon.  She  news  spread  through-out  the 
city  and  the  citizens  ran  up  to  the  spot.  Jahangir 

1.  Mirza  Huhamaad  Kasan  'All  Muhammad  Khan - 
Khatimah-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.77. 

2.  She, scarf  is  still  on  the  tomb  of  Khwaja 
Haair-ud-Din  Chirag-i-Delhi « 
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was  art  that  time  at  Ajmer.  When  he  was  informed 
about  this  incident  he  invited  the  Shaikh  to  his 
eourt.  The  latter  went  there  and  when  Jahangir 
offered  him  rich  presents,  he  refused  to  aooept 
all  except  the  fief  of  a  village.  The  saint 

i-  - 

visited  the  shrine  of  Khwaja  Muhnud-Din  Chishti 

and  offered  a  fgtiha  and  returned  to  Ahmedabad 

1 

in  A.H.1023  (A.D.1614). 

‘fa!  CHISHTI .  THE  DISCIPLE  OF  HAS  AM  MUHAMMAD 

'isa  Chishti  was  bora  in  Delhi  but  bis  birth- 
dat e  is  not  known* 

In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the 

2.  _ 

Subedar  of  Oujarst,  Murta$akban  Bukhari  during  the 

reign  of  Emperor  Jahangir,  he  want  to  Ahmedabad 

2.  _ 

with  his  two  companions,  Sayy ad  Hannah  and  Nawab- 
Ichan.  'isa  met  Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  Chishti  and 
beeame  his  disciple.  He  started  to  live  in  the 

■  - . - - - - - 5 - 

1.  Mmuda-wl  Hadi  Ali  Khan  -  Ma naqib-i-Haf idhlya , 

p.26;  Munir  Muhammad-  Shajrat-ul-Mahmfidiya,  p*fl1  i 

Abd-ur-Rashid  Lain  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya,  (Ms.). 
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,  convent  while  hi a  friends  accepted  employments 

offered  by  the  Subwdar. 

..  v  1 

'iaa.  studied  religious  subjects  under  his 

preceptor  who  bestowed  upon  him  the>  khirsa. 

(.  _  ufafo 

lea  remained  attached  no  the  convent  the 

r 

end  of  his  life*  He  was  buried  in  £urhaa-ul-Mulk 
Chalcla,  now  known  as  Iunsawada»  a  locality  in 
Ahmedabad  * 

He  was  not  only  a  saint  but  also  a  very  good 
poet  and  composed  verses  in  the  Gujari  language 
under  the  noo-de-plume  Isa,  mostly  in  praise  of 
Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  Chiabti. 

As  follows  there  is  a  specimen: ^ 

J's 

ci  »;>  i l—  (j'o 


1*  4Abd-ur-Raahid  la  la  Modud  Chishti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS.) 
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QAZI  ALA-UD-DIN  ISA  RADHAigQRI  CHISHTI 

The  father  of  Qazi  ‘Ala-ud-Din ‘isa  better  known 
as  Iatif i  was  Shaikh  Abd-ur-Rahim  bin  Shaikh 
Muhammad.  He  had  migrated  from  Syria  and  had  settl¬ 
ed  in  Radhanpur,.  where  Qazi  Zla-ud-Din  was  born  in 
A.H.950  (A.D.1543). 

After  the  completion  of  his  primary  education 

he  was  sent  to  Ahmadab'ad  by  his  father  for  the  study 

of  religious  subjects.  He  attached  himself  to  the 

2 

convent  of  Shaikh  Muhammad  Chishti  and  became  well 
versed  in  several  sciences}  one  of  his  instructors 
was  Mau/lina  jila-ud-Din  Tari,  a  reputed  scholar  of 
the  time. 

Qizi  imbibed  his  spiritual  knowledge  from 
Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  Chishti.  After  finishing  all 
that  he  desired  to  attain_,he  chose  to  stick  to  the 
same  convent.  He  left  this  mortal  world  on  14th 

1.  It  is  a  village  in  the  Banaskantha  District. 

2.  Vide  p. A t 
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Rabiu-to-thfirii  A.H.1002  (A.D.1595)  and  lies  buried 
in  the  present  Rukn-ul— Mulk-pura ,  also  known  as 
Shahpur  Chakla,  Qaziwada  in  Ahmedabad. 

He  was  very  fond  of  holding  discussions  on 

\  - 

different  topics  and  so  frequented  the  place  of 
Shah  Wajih-ud-Din  ‘Alaul,  the  contemporary  saint.  , 

The  aaint  produced  several  books  on  different 

subjects.  They  are  the  ftaqaliyat ,  the  Dibicha-i- 

*<•  1 
Qanun  and  a  Risalejl  on  Sama  and  Tawakkul. 

MYlK  KHUB  MOHAMMAD  GHISHT1 

2 

Hyan  Khub  was  born  in  A.H.942  (A*D*1535)  in 
Ahmedabad . 

He  left  the  world  in  A. H.  1023  (A.D.1614) 

and  was  buried  in  the  locality  called  the  Kharu 

,  .  3 

Darwazah  in  Ahmedabad.  As  a  poet,  he  wrote  under 
the  nom-de-plume  Khub.  He  narrated  in  poetry  all 

1*  ibd-ur-Rashid  Bala  Modud  Chianti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS.) 

2.  Mauls vd.  *AbduL  Haqq-  Urdu  ki  Hashwanuma  men 
Sufiya-i-Kiram  Ka  Hisaa,  p.67. 

3.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  -  Khstimah'- 
Mi/at-i-Ahmadi ,  p.67. 
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th^  sayings  of  his  spiritual  guide,  $h*ikh 

Kamil  Muhammad  Chishti  (d. A.H.979/A»D»1 57 2) . 

He  also  wrote  several  other  works.  He 

completed  on  the  2nd  Shaba a'  A.H»9&6  (A.D.1578),  a 

_  1 

work  in  verse  called  Khub  Tarang  in  the  Gujarati 
language. 

The  following  verses  give  an  idea  of  its 


subject  matt 


t)  U>  u>  &  (J-  b  -  c)U^>  Uj-tr-aS’- •;  U'^ 


-  (jL^  ,j  la/  L*^ 
i 

> 


He  defined  sufistic  terms  in  his  Vdiwan*  in 
the  following  manner: 


Cwp)> 


oU)  ^ 3  L^.t 

",  c  -'  r 


-  iuo,  | ^^3  L-J» 

-  (j  ti  *  <t  </^V“ 


1,  There  is  a  MS  copy  thereof  in  the  Pir  Muhammad 
Shah  library ,  Ahmad ebad. 
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eii 


,  / 

Ur  (f\ 1  (J^ 
0^1-  O"  I  jl-il  cuii7 

1 

•  />  -* 


'  «i'afc fa* '&/??? 


l»  (y  ft  ^  ^  (p  v!/^1  djt  .>0*?**^ 

i  t)>L’  if  *-  «>  a  / o&'f- 3 

pbt/a't  u?  ‘,*-9  ' 

.  1 

He  completed  his  Hi s a la - i~ Khula s a- i- Mo j ud  at 

on  the  12th  Rajah,  JUHH014  ( *4 **B *  1  605)  as  can  be  - 

\  ' 

known  from  the  following  verses  at  the  outset  of 
the  boo^c.  J^lf  V 

9>/^  JUy 


^  Qjjt  fc'  19  >  ZV 


1  *  The  MS*  in  the  Hr  Muhammad  Shah  Library,  Ahmedabad 
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1 

His  Risals)i-i-Sulh-i-Kull ,  on  the  subject  of 
Sufism  was  completed  in  A.H.  1016  (A*D.l607)  as  he 
himself  says  in  the  verse  in  the  works 

J  o  V*'  ^  9  /  t'j'  **  1 

At  ope  place  therein  he  says 


» A  sufi  should  speak  less,  sleep  less  ani  eat 
less"#  And,  he  further  says,  "God  is  the  root  and 
people  are  the  trees" ♦ 

His  Hifz~i-Maratib  is  a  master-piece  on  the 


follows  are  some  verses  from  the  work* 

^  (JrV>  Ot  1 1  3 


subject  of  metallurgy 
As 

About  iron,  he  says: 

S' 

o  i 


>y*J  £ 's* 
ir  -»  t- 3  I  (f* 


1#  The  !$5  ip  the  Pir  Muhammad  Shfch  library, 
Ahmad  Shad  • 
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About  gold,  he  says 


- .  J 


V 


About  copper,  he  says 


'>JF  L'  .  ■ 

&  ,/j, 

■j>\£ 

'  ‘  * , 

> ^ V  X?*  ^  si  & 

<^rf  0^1  ^ 

<yO  cr*'°jJ,-w. 

<—> \^s>  fT  '■>  >'  J> 

jUDl 

.  « 

*  *  1  v  > 


In  the  same  manner,  he  describes  other  metals 
like  salammoniac  (  s>\z>j>),  ore(  )  ,  gura{  ) 

alum  (  )  etc. 
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His  .Sharab-i- Jam  is  a  commentary  on  the  Jara-i- 
Jahan-nttma* 

Following  verses  from  it  are  cited  below: 

*  4 , 

CIaJ  lS  L  cs4" 


CJU  i>.  J/^yr 


^  \ys  k1*>  s  Us- 


His  Risala  Bhaw  Bhed  written  in 

deals  with  mysticism*  Some  of  th 
cited  below. 


the  Gujari  language 
e  verses  from  if  are 
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J 

c  C 

He  had  immense  liking  for  'the  work  the 
Gulshan-i-Raz  of  Shabisirtari  and  has  often  quoted 
verses  therefrom:  in  his  different  works. 

SHAIKH  'All  MUTIAQI  . 

Shaikh  kli  Muttaqi  better  known  as  Muttaqi 

i  ' 

i  L 

only  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Abu  Muhammad  bin  Shaikh 

Hasan  who  was  ane  of  the  descendants  of  Salman  the 

/ 

Persian,  one  of  the  most  notable  disciples  of  the 
1 

Prophet.  His  spiritual  guide  was  Shaikh  Muhammad 
Chisfati.  It  waa  hia  practice  to  collect  only  slak 
vegetabj.es  thrown  to  the  river  side  by  green 
grocers  and  prepare  eatables  thereupon.  In  his  old 
age,  he  became  a  cripple.  He  breathed  his  last  on 

1*  Amir  Ali  -  The  Spirit  of  Islam,  p.308. 
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and  was  buried  in  -the  old  Asawal 
Rajab  2^1040  (A.D»l650)^on  the  bank  of the  Sabarmifc  i 

opposite  to  the  tomb  of  shah  Bhikhan  and  behind  the 

present  Calico  Mills.  People  in  his  days  used  to  e 

2 

attribute  to  hia  superhuman  powers • 


MYAMKHAS  CHISHTI 

nothing  is  known  about  the  birth-date  and 

birth-place  of  tfrankhan.  He  was  the  disciple  of 

3 

Shaikh  Nizam-ud-Din  of  BaTnul  who  lies  buried  at 
Khattu. 

After  the  letter's  death  he  met  Khwaja 
Khstun  ili  Taj  Chishti  of  ffiigpr  who  initiated  him 
into  hia  order*  The  lineage  of  his  discipleship 
goes  upto  Khwaja  Nasir-ud-Din  Chirag-i-Delhi • 

Mysnkhan  constructed  a  cell  near  Multanpur 
and  lived  in  it.  He  never  allowed  a  stranger  to 
enter  it.  If  some  person  knocked  at  his  door,  he 


1 .  At  present,  the  locality  is  outside  the  Jamfflpur 
Gate,  near  the  Bawa  Iuluvi  graveyard. 

2*  ‘Abdur-Rashid  Bale  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya,  (MS.) 

3;«  He  was  the  disciple  of  Shaikh  Khattu  Chishti 
(b.A.H.940/d.A.H«997) ,  (Darashikoh-Safinat-ul- 
Awliya ,  p.193.) 
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inquired  from  inside  whether  it  was  hia  first  visit 
and  if  the  arevver  was  in  the  affirmative,  he  gave 
an  interview  for  a  short  tine  and  sent  him  back. 
When  the  same  visitor  approached  him  for  the  second 
time,  he  refused  to  have  anything  te  do  with  «him. 

Once  ft  so  happened  that  Shaikh  Muhammad 

>  * 

0lilaMl1(b*AeH.956*  A.D.1559/A.H.1050,A.D,1630) , 
taking  leave  of  his  father,  shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad 
Chiahti,  proceeded  to  visit  Myankhan.  The  latter 
in  c onf  crmity  with  his  practice  said  from  inside, 
"Who  is  there?"  Trembling  with  emotion.  Shaikh 
Muhammad  spoke  in  a  harsh  tone/"Jtow  long  wilt  thou 
go  on  repeating  "Who  is  there"? 

Myankhan  recognised  the  visitor's  voice  and 
at  once  opened  the  door.  He  received  him  with 
reverence  and  sat  with  him  to  talk  over  the  matter 
for  which  he  had  been  there* 

Myankhan  died  on  Jamadi  1,5  and  lies  buried 
in  the  locality  known  as  Mult anpur  near  the  big 

mosque  built  by  Malik  Maqsud  on  the  bank  of  the 

1.  Vide, 
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1 

Sabarmati  in  Ahmedabad. 


SHAIKH  PARlDfeUD-DIH  CffiSHfl 

Shaikh  Farid-ud-Din  Chishti  was  born  in 
Ahmedabad.  Nothing  is  known  about  his  birth-da its* 
His  father  Naair-ud-Din  was  an  accomplished  schelar. 
He  imparted  to  him  the  primary  education  but  after 
his  death  he  received  spiritual  knowledge  from  his 
elder  brother,  Shaikh  lahya  Chishti  who  at  a  later 
stage  bestowed  upon  hioythe  khirqa. 

He  was  very  food  fond  of  travelling  from 
place  to  place  and  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  he 
propagated  the  tenets  of  his  Chishtiya  6rder.  He 
vent  to  Gulbarg  in  the  Deccan  to  pay  a  holy  visit 
te  the  shrine  of  Sayyad  Muhammad  Gaiaudarae  and 
reached  there  on  the  day  of  his'urs'.  The  attendants 
there  did  not  pay  any  heed  to  him.  So  having  felt 
annoyed  he  approached  the  tomb  of  Sayyad  Muhammad 
Gaiaudaraz  and  said: 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  ‘All  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khstima-i-Mirat-i-Ahaadi ,  p.84. 
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LS  'S  '  f1  ^/I/;  ju-J  ''  I 

(jo^'s)  1^  ,/t  -  ^ 'S  a^f  j) 

Cfx  ^  j)  L  fV  if  <S  ^  VoUL.1 

-  ('Us' 


When  be  completed  bis  appeal  for  help,  be 
saw  a  band  rising  out  of  the  tomb  and  coming  towards 
bis  bead.  The  people  present:  were  astonished  to 
observe  this  incident.  They  made  loud  shouts  to 
greet  the  Shaikh  who  at  once  left  the  place  for 
Bij spur  and  ultimately  proceeded  to  Ahmgdabad*.  He 
passed  bis  last  days  there*  The  saint  died  on  Safar 
16,  1090  (A.D.1679)  ani  was  buried  in  Shahpur. 


1*  *Abd-ur-HashId  Lila  Modud  Qhisbti  - 
Mukhbir-ul- Aw liya  (MS.). 
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SHAIKH  BUg&»UD-DIM  AL-HAOQ  1AD-DIN  AHMAD  CHtSHTI 


Shaikh  Rukn-ud-Din  al-^Haqq  Wad-Din  Ahmad  waa 

bora  in  A.H.1059  (A.D.1649)  in  Ahmedabad.  His  father 

1 

Shaikh  Muhiy-ud-Din  Abu  Yusuf  Yahya  taught  him 
theology,  logic  and  such  other  subjects.  He  committed 
to  memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran  at  the  age  of  eigit . 
He  married  Raji  Murad  Bakht  who  was  the  daughter  of 


the  eminent  saint.,  Shaikh  Fath  Muhammad,  While  hia 
father,  waa  going  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  he  accompanied 
him  upto  Surat  that  waa  known  as  Bandr-i-Mubarak  in 
those  days.  While  parting  with  the  father  he  express¬ 
ed  hia  desire  to  go  with  him  for  the  pilgrimage.  But 
the  latter  said  in  reply,  "you  should  live  in 
Ahmedabad  '  and  serve  the  people  there.  It  ia  the 

will  of  God  and  you  should  resign  yourself  to  it," 

2 

Then  he  bestowed  a  gold  embroidered  khirja  on  him. 


1,  He  was  a  learned  saint  who  was  born  in  A.H.1010 
(A,D«1601)  in  Ahmedabad,  In  the  last  days  of  his 
life,  he  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and.  Madina, 
but  he  did  not  return  and  after  f  ourteen  years 
died  there  in  A.H.1101,  {A.D.I689) 

(Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khfin  - 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p,113) 

2,  Munir  Muhammad  -  Shajrat-ul- Mahmud iya ,  p.134. 
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She  saint  passed  the  morning  hours  in  teaching 
Had it h,  righ  and  the  recitation  of  the  verses  of  the 


Quran  to  the  pupils  of  the  madrasa  and  moat  of  the 


remaining  time  of  the  day  to  reading  and  writing  books 
on  religious  subjects. 

He  died  on  Rabi' 1, 14,  1115  (A.D.1703)  and  lea 


1 

buried  at  Shshpur  in  Ahmedabad. 


He  despised  money  and  whenever  he  had  it  from 
some  source,  he  at  once  distributed  it  to  those  present 
by  his  side  at  the  time. 

He  was  a  very  good  poet  and  composed  verses  in 
Persian  under  the  nom-de-plume  Rukn-ud-Din.  Some 
specimens  of  his  terse s  are  cited  below: 


Cr^  ^  Cr~! 


1.  Mau/latd  Abu  furab-Mahbub-d hi- Alma na n  Tarikh-i- 
Awliy  a-i-De.o can,  p.353 * 
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'U  ts<_ul  o  do  L 

p^1  *-* 

He  left  behind  him  six  sons  namely  Shaikh 
Jemal-ud-Din  Haqq  Wad-Din  Jamman  Qihani  (Ilnd),  ShaLkb 
Abdu-r-Raahld  Shaikh  Huaam-ud-Din  Muhanmad  Farrukh 

Sufi,  Shaikh  Sal&h-ud-Din  Chishti;  Shaikh  Sact-ud-Dinj 

,  ’  .  2 

Shaikh  Abd-ur-Rahiuu 

Shaikh  Jamal-ud-Din  better  known  aa  Jamman  II, 

3 o xij/  of  Rukn-ul-Haqq  was  born  in  A. H. 1088  (A«D.l6a8)- 
at  Ahmodabad. 

He  studied  Arabic,  the  Hadith,  the  Fi$h  and 
other  religious  subjects  under  hia  farther  who  made  a 
present  of  the  khirqa  to  him.  He  ccmmitted  the  Quxan 
to  memory  at  an  early  age- 

A,  the  time  of  hia  death  he  called  hia  brother 
Shah  Earrukh  by  hia  aide  and  bestowed  the  khirqa  ip  on 

1.  Munir  Muhammad  -  Sha jrat-ul-Mahmudiya ,  p.139* 

2,  He  died  when  he  was  but  a  child. 
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and  appointed  him  taia  Sa.i.iadanaahin,  He  breathed  his 
last  on  Sabi* II  6,  1124  (A*D»1712)  and  waa  buried b y 
the  aide  of  the  convent  of  his  family*  Though  his 
constitution  w&a  very  weak  and  delicate,  he  used  to 


offer  daily  a  thousand  rakaat  at  night  in  addition  to 


the  usual  five  daily  prayers. 

He  uaed  to  invite  well  known  Qawwala  to  his  con¬ 
vent  as  he  waa  fo/dnd  of  hearing  Qawwhlia .  He  devoted 


hi  a  spare  time  to  teaching  pupils  of  the  madraaa  in 
the  eonvent.  He  waa  a  man  of  erudition  and  started 
to  write  books  at  a  very  early  age.  He  also  composed 
poems  in  Persian  under  the  nom-de-plume  'Chiahtf . 
Following  are  the  specimen  of  his  Gazala: 


c 
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c  4 1  .  ^ 


He  wrote  commentaries  dm  several  works  like 

2  >y 

■the  Jam-i-Jahanttma  and  the  Marat  ibul-jfcifi^ 


Shaikh  Hilsam-ud-Din  alias  Muhammad  Farrukh 
was  born  in  A*H*1C>99  (A«B#t678)  in  Ahmedabad. 

It  so  happened  that  at  first  he  was  named 
HAsam^ud-Bin;  but  when  hie  grand -fat  her,  Shaikh 
Muhi^-ud-Bin  Abu  tfusuf  Yahya  was  informed  about  hie 

birth  at  Madina ,  he  sent  a  cap  and  other  dress  for 

3 

him  with  a  letter  proposing  to  name  him  Muhammad 
Farrukh. 


1*  Muhamnad  Munir  -  Shaorat-ul-14ahmudiya,  p*147. 

2#  It  is  a  Persian  manuscript*  Its  author1  e  name  is 
Muhammad  bin  ‘izz-ud-Din  MagbUibl*  It  is  written 
in  A«H*785*  It  is  a  book  on  Tasawwuf*  Its  MS  copj 
is  in  Pit  Muhammad  Shah  Library »  Ahmadabad. 

3*  Munir  Muhammad-  Sha jrat-ul-Mahmudiya ,  p*150* 
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He  took  bia  early  education  from  his  father 
and  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  from  Sayyad  Muhammad 
Mashhadi.  as  v.ell  as  from  his  own  brother  Jamal-ud- 
Din  Jumman  Than!  (Ilnd). 

After  he  completed  the  course  of  all  that  he  want¬ 
ed  to  attain,  one  night  in  his  dream,  he  received 

a  divine  order  to  the££e  effect  that  he  was  to  act 

as  the  Qutb  of  the  time*  Sayyad  Muhammad  jaial  Bukhari 

and  Sayyad  Muhammad  Mashhadi  were  the  well-known 
saints  who  had  also  achieved  the  stage  of  receiving 
divine  knowledge*  As  such,  having  been  informed  about 
Shaikh  Httaam-ud-Din1 s  getting  the  Qutb-ship  of  the 
time  through  m&rifat,  they  went  to  the  latter's 
convent  and  expressed  their  joy  in  complimentary 
terms*  The  saint  offered  them  sugar  crystals  and 
the  following  verses  struck  to  their  ears* 

t 1  £  t'  y  *  y  3 1  -  /  jl  I  Ikj  I  <_Jt9 


,  t'y*  U  ’/■  I  j’j / 
>  3>. 


>3>.  £,<4^ 


1*  Munir  Itihammad  -  Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  p*152. 
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Shaikh  Msam-ud-Din  left  this  transitory  world 
U(H- 

onjS&3i^Z5,  1175  (A«D.l76t)  and  lies  buried  in  the 

locality  known  as  ShShpur  in  Ahoedabad . 

Saint  left  behind  him  two  aons^Shaikh  Rukn-ud-Din 

1 

l  ,i iwad-Din  Ahaad  Thani  and  Shaikh  Salah-ud-Din  Chishti. 

Shaikh  HAtsan-ud-Din  waa  a  Persian  poet  and 
coapoaed  gazals  under  uhenoro-de-plume  *Sufi*«  She 
following  ghazal  is  considered  to  be  one  of  his 


finest* - 


‘  . 


u 

/> 


e-U>0 

c  “f  /  J> 

LX  ^o^]L 
>P  ^  ^  u 

(jsy 


>  /  ,  /  , 

■■  .?  /"  .,/■  .// 
3C_^J 

<— ««* •  ( Co 

**  c 

Ol 

>1  (jg**'  s  ^ 


l  a  Munir  Muhammad  -  Shajrat— ul-Mahaiudiyat  §#160# 
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Shall*  Ruko-ul-Haqqwa-d-Din  Ahmad  was  another 
son  of  Shaikh  Httsam-ud-Din.  He  was  born  in  A.H.1141 
(A*D*1728)  in  Ahmedabad*  He  received  his  early 
education  from  hia  learned  father  who  finding  him 
fond  of  studies,  kept  him^&  by  hia  side  for  all 
the  time  and  taught  him,  as  many  subjects  as  poasilAe 
In  the  end ,  Shaikh  Httaam-ud-Din  appointed  him  his 
successor*  Thereafter,  the  latter  taught  the  Haditft 
and  the  Fiqh  to  the  inmates  of  his  convent. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  it  was  hia 
practice  to  distribute  seasonal  fruits  to  the  poor 
people.  He  breathed  hia  last  on  Shaban  25,  1198 
(A*D*  1778)  sad  lies  buried  by  the  side  of  his 
oonverit#^ 

He  was  known  for  having  powers  of  practising 
miracles.  Some  people  were  envious  of  him  and 
declared  him  to  be  a  hypocrite.  They  made  a  plot 
to  defame  him.  They  gave  out  that  a  certain  person 

1,  Muni?  Muhammad  -  Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  p.167. 
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named  Ibrahim  was  dead  and  prepared  a  bier.  Then 

they  asked  that  person  tore main  laid  therein 

restricting  his  movement  as  nil  as,  possible.  Then 

they  selected  the  road  to  the  graveyard  passing  by 

the  convent.  When  they  reached  jsrtttffiSFprsysr  there, 

the  saint  came  out  and  having  offered  the  ianaza 

prayer  went  inside.  There  aid  then  those  people 

who  formed  the  procession  broke  into  laughter  and 

opened  the  coffin  asking  Ibrahim  to  get  up.  But  to 

their  utter  surprise  they  found  him  to  be  in  a 

dead  condition.  The  plotters  entreated  the  saint 

to  forgive  them  for  their  evil  deed.  The  latter 

again  offered  the  janaza  prayer.  Thereafter,  all 

1 

hailed  Eukn-ul-Haqq.  wad-Din  as  a  great  saint. 

He  left  behind  him  one  son  named  Ibd-ur-Ras lid 
Lala  Modud. 


1.  Muhammad  -  Snajrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  p.1b7. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  98  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(93) 

Shaikh  ^Abd-ur-Ras idd  better  known  aa  Modud 
I* la,  another  son  of  Shaikh  Rukn-ui-H*qq  was  born 
on  the" oth  Rajab^  A.H.IIbs  (A.D.1748)  in  Ahmedabad. 
He  completed  the  study  of  the  Quran,  the  Fiqn,  the 
Hadith  and  other  religious  subjects  under  his 
father  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  imbibed  the 
spiritual  knowledge  from  his  grandfather  Shah 
Farrufeh  who  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa. 

In  the  year  A.H.  1242  (A.D.  1827)  when  his 
end  drew  near,  he  asked  the  inmates  of  the  convent 
to  call  his  son  Khubmyan  who  was  away  from  him 
at  Dholqa  and  whan  the  latter  came  up  by  his  side, 
he  handed  over  the  key  of  his  cell  to  him  and  point¬ 
ed  out  to  him  to  use  a  particular  piece  of  cloth 
as  the  coffin  preserved  by  him.  Immediately  after 
that  he  breathed  his  last. On  unfolding  that  cloth, 
people  found  on  it  the  words  "I  will  enter  the 

N 

tomb  with  this  oof  fin  on  Ha  jab  3.  And  it  was  so. 

He  was  buried  on  the  site  of  his  convent. 

She  saint  left  behind  him  two  sons;  Khubmyan 
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Chisbti  and  Shaikh  Muxn-ud-Din  Majzub. 

He  was  a  poet  and  composed  poems  in 
Persian  with  the  nom-de-plume  "Chislrti"*  Two  of 


his  verses  are  cited  below* 

>•  c r"*?  <s~? 

WslviS 

,j  Z?  a'^y^  Cry'. 

2 

He  was  a  versatile  writer.  His  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 
contains  biographies  of  the  saints  of  Sujaxat .  His 


other  works  are  Ra bi-u 1-Mar a  j ;  Fuaua-ul-Hika  and 

3 

Putuhat-i-Mafcfisi  • 


1  •  5tbd-ur-Rashid  Modud  Lai  a  Chishti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya ,  (MS.) 

2.  There  is  a  MS.  cop;  of  the  same  work  in  the 
Royal  Asiatic  Society  Library  of  Bombay. 


3.  Muhammad  Munir  -  Shajrat-ul- Mahmud iya,  p.171. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  100  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(95) 

SAYYAD  PIR  MASHAIKa  CHISHEI 

1 

Sayyad  Pir  MOshaito  was  born  in  Janeral  on 

Rabiulr'ifchir  U,  1060  (A.D.1651).  His  father's  n mm 
2 

was  Fazil  Shah  bin  Sadr-ud-Dxn.  His  great  grand¬ 
father  Sayyad  Maahaikh  bin  Rahmatull&h  belonged  to 
Lahore  bat  came  over  to  Kadi  (in  Gujarat)  and 
settled  there.  The  family  was  the  direct  descended; 
of  Sayyad  Ismail  bin  Jafar  Sadiq. 

Sayyad  Pir  Mashiikh  lived  with  his  father 
in  the  hamlet  called  Mominpura  near  Kadi.  He  lost 
bis  father  when  he  was  only  nine  yeaiS  of  age. 
Immediately  after  that,  he  declared  to  have  seen 
prophet  Muhammad  in  a  dream  embracing  him.  He 
started  his  studies  when  he  was  aged  twenty  years 
and  within  a  short  period  he  could  have  the  coamantt 
on  Hi adra.,  Gujari  and  Persian. 

1.  It  is  a  village  situated  near  Pat tan  in  Gujarat. 
He  himself  refers  to  it  in  the  following  verse* 

(Sayyad  Sir  Mushaifch  -  Noornama  (MS.) 

2.  He  lies  buried  in  Mominpura. 
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He  was  initiated  into  tbs:  Chishtiya  Order 

J 

by  Shaikh  Tazhl  Saleh  Gbishti.  Pir  Mashaikh  left 

Mominpura  for  Ahmftdabad  in.  the  latter  part  of  his 

life  and  settled  in  the  locality  called  Chahar  Soda 

in  Sarangpur ,  now  one  of  tire  main  wards  of  Ahmodabad. 

He  left  this  transitory  world  on  the  25th, 

Muharram  and  lies  buried  in  the  above-mentioned 
* 

place  of  his  settlement. 

When  Aurangzeb  was  in  the  Deccan  A.H.IO95 
(A.D.1653) ,  Sayyad  Pir  was  with  him.  On  some 
occasion,  when  the  emperor  happened  to  meet  him 
in  his  leizure  time,  he  requested  him, to  pray  for 
his  victory.  The  saint  said,  *0n  the  4th  DhiflLqada, 
there  will  be  a  sudden  rainfall,  and  the  enemy  will 
have  to  withdraw  his  army."  These  words  came  to  be 
quite  true.  Thereafter  on  another  occasion,  when 
the  emperor  invaded  Golconda  in  A.H.  IQ9.8  (A.D.1686) 

1 .  He  was  the  disciple  of  Shaikh  Taj-ud-Din  Muhammad 
Ibrahim  Chishtl  who  had  come  to  Gujarat  for  some 
days  to  preach  the,  tenets  of  the  Chishtiya))!  order. 
-  Sayyad  Pir  Mashaikh  -  Hoornama  (MS). 

2*  Hasan  Nizami  -  Fatimi  Dawat-i-Islam  ,@.220. 
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be  was  very  particular  to  act  upto  bis  counsel  in 

every  detail.  He  was  a  poet  and  prose-writer  and 

wrote  all  his  woiks  in  tbe  Sujari  dialect.  His 

nom-de-plume  was  "Mashaikh" . 

His  Noornaaa  contains  biographies  of  Muslim 

saints;  bis  Maqtulnama  is.  a  marthiyah  on  Hazfyrat 

Imam  Husain;  and  bis  Akbla^-i-Habl  is  tbs  biograpty 

of  Sr  op  he t  Muhammad.  In  tbe  Matbnawi  entitled 

Sazwat,  he  has  narrated  religious  wars  fought  by 

Erophet  Muhammad,  There  are  several  other  small 

poems  composed  by  him.  They  are  Mirajnama, 

Visalnama  and  Iman-i-Mufassil. 

,  ♦  « 

He  has  given  in  the  following  verses  why  he 
selected  the  Gujari  dialect  as  the  vehicle  fcr 
the  exp»ession  a£  his  ideas: 

C4  Cn  »1!  ain<4.-£  A  cdl^) 

(g«*f  OUJrrf  pjr  tUCrtl  ^  -j 

CU  &x*GO  VfO 
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What  led  him  to  compose  so  many  works  has  been 
summed  up  as  f  olbws: 

^  2  Gisucu 

oh  5  (>Tm 

<0<*A  (2 -fl  +rt 

Cs^fc  aj^ctffii  An  ctHA\  4  yt M 
°T  4^  <W<r1  ^  ^-Hr' 

(j-W  Cfcfl  f-T  Ml«?l 
c3li<Clld  5HC-A6]  &-H  arUtfl 

^<1  <3*i 

Vu'  >^")£  ^  Cn  "'Alt  oA  fl'*' 


The  follomng  verses  have  been  cited  from  his 
diwan  as  a  specimen  of  his  compositions  y 

L/  ✓  ?s>J:  t 

i  U,  U  <-?*  L.J  '  \s£  <-£* 


I.  Sayyad  Pir  Mashaikh  -  loornama  (MS#) 


.  /.  *.  ~7X  • 

Ly  ^  ft*  <-x.  v> 


u' '/ 
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MAIHLAMA  AHMAD  CHISHTI 

Maul ana  Ahmad  was  a  Kurd  and  was:  born  in 
Kurdistan.  Nothing  is  known  about  his  birth-date. 

His  father,  Maulana  Sulaiman  had  migrated  to  India 
and  had  settled  in  Ahm&dabad.  He  had  been  a  co-pupil 
of  Shaikh  ^bd-ul-Haqq  of  Delhi.  He  wasthe  author  of 
several  voluminous  works.  , 

Mauiana  Ahmad  received  his  education  from  his 
father  and  studied  metaphysics  and  the  Hadith  under 
MautLana  Wall  Muhammad  and  Mathematics  under  Shih 
Qubad  better  known  as  Diyinatkhan.  He  imbibed 
spiritual  knowledge  from  the  well-known  Shaikh 
Farid  Gan;}  Shakar.  Thereafter,  he  took  to  preaching 
Islam  in  Gujarat  and  devoted  the  whole  .of  his  life 
to  that  work* 

He  died  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  21st 
Jamadi  II,  1102,  (A.D.I691)  and  was  buried  by  the 
side  of  his  father  behind  the  mosque  of  Musa  Suhag 
in  the  locality  known  as  Shahl  bagh  in  Ahm^dabfkt* 

He  was  an  accomplished  scholar.  Of  his 
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numerous  works  one  waa  entitled  Fuyuz-ul-Quda  which 

is  on  the  subject  of  scholastic  theology.  The 

content  a  of  the  work  are  considered  to  have  been 
1 

the  inspired  matter. 

SHAIKH  ‘A III  RAZA  SIBHINDI  OfflSHfj 

2 

Shaikh  *Ali  Rasa  was  born  in  Sirhind.  He  left 

that  place  at  a  young  age  for  Ahmedabad  and  met 
2> 

Shaikh  Yahya  Ghiahti  who  gave  to  him  religious 
instruction  and  later  on  bestowed  the  khirqa  upon 
him.  He  also  appointed  him  his  successor While 
offering  prayers ,  he  often  used  t e  fall  into  e*st@oy 
that  continued  even  for  the  whole  night. 

The  saint  left  this  mortal  world  on  phulqada 
21,  1142  (A.D.  1729)  and  lies  buried  near  Jawaharpura 
in  Ahmedabad. 


Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  jfcli  Muhammadkhan  - 
Mir at— i-  Ahmadi ,  p .  67 . 

It  is  a  town  of  the  Bast  lunjab  State.  Once  it 
covered  a  wide  area  including  Ambala  and  latiala 
aS  between  A.H.956  (A.D.1550)  and  A.H.1111  (A.D. 
1700),  oity  was  a  flourishing  Moghul  centre.  It 
was  completely  destroyed  by  Sikhs  in  A.H.11 to 
(A.D. 1763).  There  are  fine  ruins  but  the  place 
is  otherwise  now  of  no  importance  (Everyman's 
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Hia  eldest  son  Muhammad  Shah  who  was  a  scholar 

and  ealigraphist  erected  a  dome  over  his  tomb.  The 

1  '  . 

villages  of  Kochrab,  Sundhel  and  Rahnas  now  within 

the  limits  of  the  city  of  Ahm*dabad,  were  granted 


2 

as  a  fief  to  the  family. 


SHAIKH  KHUBMlH,  son  of  Mauiana  Abd-ur-Rashid 


ModUd  Lala  Chishti,  was  born  in  A.H.  1203  (A.D.1788). 

He  took  his  early  education  and  imbibed 
spiritual  knowledge  from  his  father.  When  he  attained 
the  age  of  discretion,  he  proceeded  to  Delhi  to 
pay  a  holy  visit  to  the  shrine  of  Nizam-ud— Din 
Awliya,  the  Chirag-i-DeMi,  and  after  returning 
from  there ,  he  resumed  his  usual  work  of  preaching 
the  tenets  of  the  Chishtiya  Order.  He  was  gifted 
with  the  power  of  speech  and  was  a  well-known 
dialectician. 
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Hu  died  on  Thursday,  the  9th  Bhr4-Qada, 

1257  (A.D.841)  and  was  buried  on  the  next  day, 

alter  the  Friday  prayer  on  the  site  ol  the 
1 

convent. 

\  He  left  behind  him  three  sons  Qibk-i-Alam 

^dam-ul-lah,  Shaikh  Burhan-ud-Din  and  Shaikh 
Fakhr-ud-Din. 

SHAIKH  MAHMBDMYAB  CHiSHEI 

Shaikh  Mahmud  better  known  as  Thanimyan 
was  born  in  Ahmedabad  on  Janiadi-ul-Awwal  15, 
1252  (A.D.  1816) 

His  father,  Shaikh  Hasan  Muhammad  taught 

him  a  number  of  subjects  like  logio,  Persian, 

grammar ,  prosody  and  Hadith.  He  committed  to 

J!_ 

memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran. 


1 •  Muhammad  Munir- uu-Din  Chisbti  — 
Kitab-ul-Mahmad ,  p.24; 

Munir  Muhammad  -  Shajrat-ul -Mahmud iya ,  g.185 
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He  passed  most  of  his  time  in  prayers 
1 

while  he  stayed  indoors. 

Oa^Sl  Q&da  14,  1278  (A.D.18&1)  he  started 
2 

for  a  tour  to  Hyderabad  to  pay  a  holy  visit  to 

,.3 

the  shrine  of  Sayyad  Muhammad  Shah-i-Alam.  He 

took  his  way  passing  by  Easulabad.  Thereafter, 

te  proceeded  to  Batva  to  receive  blessings  from 

the  shrine  of  Sayyad  Burhan-ufdDin  Qutb-i-Alam. 

5 

from  there,  he  passed  through  Mahmudabad,  Nadiad, 
Baroda,  Surat,  IPoona,  Sholapur  and  Gulbarga 
ea  route  to  bia  destination. 

He  reached  Hyderabad  on  Muharram  7,  1279 
(A.D.1862).  There  he  stayed  in  the  dargah  of  His 
Holiness  Husain  Shan  Wali.  He  was  accorded  by  the 
inhabitants  warm  welcome.  He  delivered  sermons 
to  the  people  who  flocked  to  the  place,  every 


1 .  Abd-ur-Rashid  Leila  Modud  Ghiahti  - 
Mukbbir-ul-Awliya  (MS) 

2.  It  fa  aituaved  in  Dtccan. 

3.  Vide,  p. 

4.  Vide  p;  '  \<U>  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . . 

5.  How  known  as  Mehmadabad  is  situated  m  the 
Kaira  District  and  lies  on  the  W.Rly.  line. 
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morning  aid  evening.  People  were  enamoured  of  him 
aid  did  not  like  to  leave  hia  company.  But  without 
informing  them,  all  of  a  audden,  he  took  a  decision 
to  cut  short  his  stay  there  and  returned  to 
Ahmedabad.  However,  his  conscience  remained  biting 
for  this  action  of  his^ which  he  later  on  thought  to 
be  undesirable  and  so  he  ag8in  went  there  in  A.H. 

1301  (A.D.  1882) .  At  that  time  an  interesting  evert 
took  place.  Munir  Muhammad,  the  author  of  the 

&CkC. 

Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiya  had  a  severe  stomached  He 
tried  several  medicines  but  none  had  any  effect; 
so  he  approached  the  saint  and  requested  him  to  treat 
him.  In  reply,  the  saint  spoke,  "There  is  nothing 
to  worry  about";  and  to  the  surprise  of  the  author, 
he  was  quite  alright  after  some  time. 

After  returning  ffom  Hyderabad,  the  saint 
put  off  his  earthly  body  in  1305  (A.D.  1883)  and 
lies  buried  in  the  locality  known  as  Shahpur  in 
A  husUTa  bad .  ^ 

1,  Munir  Mahammad  -  Shajrat-ul-Mahmudiya,  p.215. 
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The  saint  was  a  nan  of  erudition  and  wrote 
several  voluminous  works*  out  of  which  o®  entitled 
Tabsiratu-t-Tauhid  deals  with  sufiatie  topics. 
Following  is  the  passage  from  its 

J  >''> /J>  ^  ->^-v  Co i 
»  i/D/lii  lc»Ua,>fc>\^J>0irJ  >jr-  ^-V 


y 

aL  ( 

c^Lj  **  5  c>,°;  ^ 

v  ^>L  ef  t  o5^* 


#  3  j?  J^'s  *  ^  °L> 
X.*:; 


His  Sharh-i-Gulistan,  the  cogent  ary  on  the 
Gulistan  of  Bad  I  is  well-known^ 


Munir  Muhamnad  -  sha^rai— ul— Mahoudlyaj  f)*203* 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  1 1 1  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 

(106) 

ft  ft  UPS  OF  AHHIIiWAD  ffATAN 

Sultan  Sayyad  Haji  Hud  Chishti 

Sultan  Sayyad  Haji  Hud  was  born  in  A.H.41e> 

(A.D.1025)  a*  Hanfur,  a  village  near  Dimasbq 

(Damascus).  Hie  father  Sayyad  Awwana  better  known 

aa  'Abdullah  Subuhl  bin  Sultan  Sayyad  Zahir  named 

him  Haji  Hud  as  directed  by  Prophet  Muhammad  in  a 
1 

dream.  When  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
became  a  'Hafiz'  and  completed  the  study  of  Fiqh, 
Hadith  and  Arabic  grammar  and  literature.  Thereafter, 
he  got  a  high  post  of  administration  in  the 
government  of  Samarkand.  But  his  mi nd  waa  not 
inclined  to  his  duties  and  he  was  regular  in  the 
observance  of  daily  prayers.  One  day  in  his  dream, 
Prophet  Muhammad  advised  him  to  resign  his  post 
and  solely  devote  himself  to  the  service  of  human 
beings.  The  Sultan  Haji  Hud  left  Samarkand  the  very 
next  day  for  Mecca  pilgrimage.  When  he  reached 

1.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Di n  —  TadJikirat-ul-Anaab ,p .90 . 
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Madina,  he  was  directed  another  time  by  the  Erophet 

in  a  dream  to  go  to  India  and  to  nettle  in  Gujarat 

for  the  propagation  of  Islam.  So  the  Sultan  acted 

up  to  the  direction.  On  his  way,  thither,  he 

1 

happened  to  be  at  Chisht  where  he  stayed  for  a 
longed  time  at  a  Chishtiya  monastery.  He  came  into 
contact  with  eminent  Sufis  £ike  Khwaja  HasIr-ud-Din 
Abu  Yusuf  and  Khwaja  Qutb-ud-Din  Modud  Chishti.  He 
became  the  disciple  of  the  former.  Then  he  left  the 
place  and  arrived  at  Anhilwad  Satan  in  Gujarat  in 
A.H.  495  (A.D.1093)  in  the  reign  of  the  Hindu  King 
Karan  of  the  Solanki  dynasty.  He  pitched  his  tent 
in  an  open  land  opposite  to  the  royal  tenpin.  While 
he  was  in  the  act  of  offering  prayers^a  lion  jumped 
out  of  the  tenple  and  attacked  the  saint.  Subsequent¬ 
ly,  another  more  powerful  lion  appeared  on  the  spot 
and  as  if  avenged  his  wrong  doii«  of  attacking  the 
saint  by  killing  him.  When  the  incident  was 

narrated  before  the  Solanki  King,  he  at  once  issued 

1 .  Vide ,  p .  4*7 
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present 

an  order  to£the  saint  before  himself*  fhe  person 

/ 

vho^jka  deputed  to  carry  out  the  royal  order, 
v* 

became  a  convert  to  Ialam  at  the  very  aight  of 
hia  personality. 

Before  a  long  time  passed*  he  had  a  big 
number  of  followers  who  accepted  Islam, aazUielt 
apiriA.ua1.=giitdi9. 

When  Karan  learnt  it, he  paid  a  visit  to 

Sultan  Sayyad  with  a  retinue  and  begged  an  apology 

for  whatever  had  been  done  by  him  in  hia  connection. 

He  was:  allowed  to  found  a  monastery  with  a  madras a 
1 

attached  thereto. 

Sultan  Sayyad  left  this  world  on  Rajab  15, 

536  (ii.D.  1141)  and  was  buried  near  the  Khan 

2 

Sarovar  Sate  at  Patan.  The  word  Xshqupllah  yields 
the  date  of  his  death. 


1.  Shaikh  Muhammad  Qasim  bin  Shaikh  FatVul-lah 
Ansar  i  -  Qaaida-i-Qasimi *  (MS.) 

2.  Mixzi  ‘All  Muhammad  Khan  -  Mirsrt-i-Ahmadifp.l08. 
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SHAIKH  AHMAD  DBHLAWI  AUAS  BABU  DBHUYA 

Shaikh  Ahmad  known  as  Babu  Dehliya  waa  born 
in  Delhi.  His  birt b-date  is.  not  known.  His  father's 
name  was  Shaikh  Muhammad.  He  acquired  his  early 
education  from  his  father  and  became  the  disciple 
of  Shaikh  Muhiy-ud-Din  kli  Chishti. 

leaving  Delhi, he  started  on  foot  for  Gujarat* 
On  his  way  he  made  himself  very  popular  by  rendering 
services  to  the  poor  and  the  needy*  It  was  in  A.H* 
533  (A*D.  1133)  that  he  arrived  at  Anhilwad  Fatttn. 

1 

There  he  stayed  at  the  monastery  of  Sultan  Haji  Hud. 

’  0 

He  devoted  all  his  time  for  22  years  to  offering 

prayers  and  the  work  of  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

During  this  period  he  happened  to  meet  Siddharaj 
538  1159 

Jaisingh  (A.H.  ta5S/A.D.*am4)  >  the  then  ruler  of  the 

Solanki  Dynaaty  of  Gujarat. 

As  the  king  had  already  become  well  informed 

about  the  religion  of  Islam  by  Sayyad  Muhammad 
* 

Brahmin  of  the  Order,  he  received  Shaikh  Ahmad 

1*  Vide,  p. 

2.  Vide,  p .4^ 
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Dehliya  with  great  honour  and  reverance. 

The  aaint  died  on  Dhiil-Hagj,  10,  555  (A*D. 
1160)  and  was  buried  in  the  vicinity  of  the  toab  of 
Sultan  Sayyad  Hag  i  Hud  near  the  Khan  Sarowar  Gate  in 
Fattaol  A  mausoleum  was  erected  on  hia  tomb  in  A.H. 
969  (A*D.  1562).  There  is  the  following  inscription 
on  hia  tomb: 

)  +  it*  Jjs-ll  *  *&!**■>  ■>>'*,‘* 

frj  ur^s  g— )  «>" 


I.Mirzi  kli  Muhamaadkhan-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p.107. 
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SHAIKH  MJIZa&TDiDIH  SULAIMAH 

< 

Shaikh  Mu'zzi-ud-Din  Sulaiman  was  the  son  of 
Shaikh  sAla-ud-J)in  in  whom  Sultan  Ala-ud-Din  Khalji 
had  an  implicit  faith,  do  date  of  his  birth  is 
available. At  an  early  age ,  Muizz-ud-Dln  became  a 
diseiple  of  the  well-known  sufi  of  the  time.  Shaikh 
Parid-ud-Din  Ganjshakar.  He  reached  Anhilwad  Pa tan 
when  Sultan  Alaud-Din  Khalji  was  on  the  throne  of 
tte  Delhi  Sultanate.  On  a  night,  it  so  happened 
that  Sultan  saw  in  a  dream, Prophet  Muhammad  order¬ 
ing  him  to  lead  an  expedition  against  Raja  Karan 
of  Naharwala  as  he  showed  an  antagonistic  attitude 
against  Muslims.  Next  night,  he  dreamt  another 
dream  and  in  it  saw  the  Prophet  as  well  as  His 
Holiness  5ll£,  the  former  exhorting  him  to  invade 
Gujarat  and  the  latter  placing  a  sword  in  his 
hand.  When  the  eyes  of  the  Sultan  opened,  he 
found  the  sword  in  his  hand.  So  he  at  once  rose  up, 
offered  his  morning  prayers  and  prepared  far  an 
expedition  to  Gujarat.  In  those  days,  Shaikh 
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Muizz-ud-Din  danced  to  be  in  Delhi  to  pay  a  holy 
visit  to  the  shrine  of  Khwaja  Qutb-ud-Dln  Bakhtyar 
Ka ii  (d.A.H.664/A.D.1265).  On  being  informed  about 
,  Shaikh's  presence  there,  he  approached  him  to 

solicit  his  blessings.  He  narrated  before  him  his 
dreams  -  "I  also  have  been  commanded  by the  frophet 
to  follow  thee  and  have  been  promised  martyrdom", 
said  the  Shaikh  smilingly. 

fh  Sultan  was  pleased  to  hear  it  and  on  his 
request^  Shaikh  accompanied  the  Sultan  who  immediately 
after  led  an  expedition  to  Gujarat.  The  Shaikh  was 
with  him  all  the  time.  The  first  battle  was  fought 
at  a  place  called  fura  Anawada  in  Batfan.  numerous 
Rajputs  were  slain  in  the  battle  which  lasted  for 
twenty  days.  At  last  the  Muslim  army  was  repulsed. 

So  the  Shaikh  having  learnt  this  nominated  his  son 
Shaikh  luzail  as  his  successor,  who  at  once  reached 
the  battle  field  and  took  part  in  fighting.  He  kiled 
thirty,  three  men  of  Karan  and  he!  himself  having 
received  in  all  fifteen  airow-wounds  and  three 
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sword-cuts  to  which  he  succumbed.  This  took  place 

on  Muharram  12,  714  (A.D*1314)  and  he  was  buried 

1 

near  the  Khan  Sarowar  tank  in  Anhilwad  Batfhn. 

M jprrmM  SHAIKH  UTHRAN  HISAM&XD-DIN  MUHDAHI  CHESHTI 

Shaikh  pthman*.  known  as  Hisam-ud-Din  Multani 
was  bom  in  A.H.  639  (A.D.  1241)  in  Multan.  His 
father  Shaikh  Dawud  was  a  descendant  of  Khalifa 
“Xjmar  Faruq  and  «as  a  learned  nan  of  the  tine.  He 
was  very  careful  about  the  education  Of  the  son 
and  he  himself  gave  hin  the  necessary  training  in 
his  childhood. 

When  Shaikh  tffchman  came  to  Delhi  from  Multan 
he  stayed  with  Sultan-ul-Mashaikh  MLz^ud-Din  Awliya; 
and  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  in  his  company.  At 
that  time,  his  religious  guide  said,  "Renunciate 
the  world;  renunciate  the  worldly  riches".  Shaikh 
Uthman  spoke  in  reply,  "I  will  renunciate  the 
populated  area  and  will  live  in  a  solitary  place 
on  the  bank  of  some  river  if  you  so  order  me." 

Dhe  preceptor  advised  him  to  go  to  Anhilwad  Batian 
and  live  there  as  others  do.  Furthermore,  he 
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instructed  him  to  proceed  to  Mecca  firat  where  he 
would  see  the  Prophet*  Accordir^ly,  Shaikh  Uthman 
performed  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca  a  ad  Madina  and 
returned  to  Delhi  and  lived  within  the  compound  of 
the  Jam&  Masjid*  where  he  conducted  the  daily 
prayers  and  remained  busy  teaching  different 
religious  subjects  to  the  pupils  in  the  madras  a 
attached  to  tbe  mosque# 

On  hearing  about  the  promulgation  of  the 
order  of  Muhammad  bin  Thghloq  about  shifting  the 
capital  from  Delhi  to  Devgiri,  Shaikh  Uthman  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Anhilwad  Patten  and  chose  his  permanent  abode 
there* 

fhe  saint  died  on  Dhi-l-Qada  7,  73©  (A*D*1336  ) 

1 

and  lies  buried  in  the  same  place#  She  saint  very 

2 

much  liked  to  be  addressed  as  fakir*  He  earned  his 
livelihood  by  dealing  in  cloth.  He  distributed  hilf 


1. 

2* 


li  Akbar  -  Majmaul  Awliya  (MS) 5  _  '  A  ^  . 

bhnmmad  Abdullah  -  Akhbar-ul-Akhiyar  Pi  Asiar-*i  1- 


^rS,^hammad  Akhtar  Dehlawi  -Tarikh-i-Hind  wa 
Pakistan,  Vol*I,  p*9S. 
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of  his  earnings  to  the  poor.  He  took  his  meals  only 

once  a  day.  He  prepared  two  breads  in  the  evening; 

one  he  gave  to  the  beggar  that  approached  him  the 

1 

first  and  the  other  he  kept  for  himself. 

His  dress  consisted  of  a  lungi,  a  piece  of 

2 

cloth  to  cover  his  body  and  a  cap* 

QAZI  'iLM-UD-DIH  GHISHTI 

Qazi*Il.m-ud-Dln  ChishtI  was  born  in  A.H.672 
(A.D.*283)  at  Uchh.  His  father's  name  was  Qazi  Ain- 
ud-Din  bin  Najm-ud-Din  Siddiqui.  He  acquired  his 

_5 

education  under  Sayyad  Sadr-ud-Din  Raju  Qattal,  at 
li&ehh  and  thereafter  imbibed  the  spiritual  knowledge 
too,  from  him. 

He  settled  in  Anhilwad  Patlah  by  order  of  his 
spiritual  guide  to  serve  the  people  there  and  to 
preach  Islam.  He  was  the  contemporary  of  Shaikh 

_ _ . _ _ _ .  /l|aALu.l 

1 ,  Mawlavd.  Abu  lurab  Muhammad  arikh-i-Awliya-i- 
Daccan,  p.280; 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  larikh-i-Awliya,  p.428; 

3  .  Vide  p .  W  'I 
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Rukn-ud-Din  GhiahtI  Kan-i-Shakar.  Both  o f  them  were 
close  friends. 

l‘he  saint  died  on  Ramzan  20,  760  (A.D.1358) 

at  a  very  old  age  and  was  buried  in  Anhilwad  Patten. 

He  was  a  very  learned  man.  He  was  well  versed 

in  ‘Arabic  and  Persian.  He  had  the  special  study  of 

the  Fiqh  and  the  Hadith.  He  could  recite  the  Quran 

1 

in  a  very  melodious  t  one. 

SAY YAP  HUSAIN  KHIMGSAWAR 

Sayyad  Husain  was  born  in  A.H.  663  (A.D.1264) 
at  Ghiyathpur  which  is  situated  near  Pelhi.  He  was 
known  as  Khinsawar  as  he  was  very  fond  of  riding  on 
white  horses. 

His  father  Sayyad  Mahmud  knew  Arabic  and 
Persian  very  well  and  so  he  taught  the  same  to  Sayyad 
Husain.  There afer  he  went  to  Delhi  and  became  the 
disciple  of  Hizam-ud-I'in  Awliya.  Later  on  he  was 
ordered  by  his  preceptor  to  go  to  Gujarat. 

1.  Maudawi  %hammad  Gauth  -  Adhkar-wa-Abrar ,p.1 22. 
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Accordingly ,  he  reached  in  company  of  hia  Miter 
Anhilwad  Paltan  in  A.H.730  ( A.D.  1330)  when  he  was 
aged  sixty  seven!  He  started  to  preach  Islam  in  that 
place  as  well  as  in  the  rural  area  around.  After 

some  time  he  established  a  monetary  there.  He  caught 

A 

the  Fiqh,  the  Hadith,  the  Quran- i-Majid  and  such 
other  subjects  to  the  pupils  of  the  nadrasa.  attached 
to  it. 

The  saint  left  this  transitory  world  on  Jamad 
I[,  798  (A.D. 1395)  at  the  age  of  135  lunar  years  and 
was  buried  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Sahastraling 
tank  in  Patian. 

Many  miracles  are  attributed  to  him  »•  6 nee  it 
so  happened  that  the  then  king  of  Anhilwad  Patian 
inapite  of  repeated  requests  of  the  saint  pursued 
hia  tyrannous  practices;  so  the  latter  prayed  to 
God  to  shsw  Hia  mercy  to  the  people.  The  following 
night  while  the  king  went  to  bed^he  was  shocked  to 
find  a  number  of  serpencs  ana  scorpions  there.  He 

1.  MaWlawi  Muhammad  Gauth  —  Adhkar—w a  Ahrar»p.11c*117. 
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called  servants  to  remove  them  but  their  efforts 
sere  of  no  avail.  Somebody  suggested  that  Sayyad 
Husain  should  be  consulted  in  the- connection.  The 
perplexed  king  himself  ran  up  to  him  and  implored 
him  to  free  him  from  the  curse,  assuring  him  that 
he  would  change  his  ways,  ihe  saint  offered  prayers 
to  God  and  everything  was  alright.  The  king  bestow¬ 
ed  many  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Anhilwad  Psflfcn 
1 

upon  Khingsawlr. 

MU  LAMA  y‘aQUB  Ift  HBUB-I-ALAM  CHI3HDI 

Maulana  Yaqub  better  known  as  Mahbub-i-Alam 
was  born  in  Khurasan.  He  was  the  son  of  Shaikh 
Khwajgi.  He  migrated  to  India  and  acquired  his 
spiritual  knowledge  from  Shaikh  Zain-ud-Din  Laud 
Shirazi,  the  successor  of  His  Holiness  Burhan-ud- 
Din  Gharib  of  Laulatabad.  He  studied  thoroughly  the 

Fusus-ul-Hikair^and  other  books  of  the  famous  saint 

/ 

Muhiy-ud-Din  Ibn-  1&rabi  (D.A.H.638/ A.D.1240)  and 
he  committed  to  memory  some  of  them. 

1,  Mau/lava  Muhammad  Gauth-  Adhsar  wa  Abrar,p.1l7. 
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From  Daulatshad,  he  proceeded  to  Anhilwad  Patten 
by  <rder  of  hia  preceptor  and  lived  in  the  company 
of  Haji  Rajab.  In  a  discourse  that  took  place 
between  hia  and  Qizi  Kamal-ud-Din,  one  of  the  eminent 
learned  men  there,  on  the  subject  of  Sama',  he  express¬ 
ed  hia  views  iu  favour  of  the  necessity  of  Sama  in 
the  Sufi  monastery.  As  others  discarded  his  view, 
he  was  driven  out  of  the  city.  So  MauiLana  preferred 
to  go  to  Madina  to  pay  a  holy  visit  to  the  tcnb  of 
Prophet  Muhammad.  There  he  was  directed  by  the 
Prophet  in  a  dream  to  go  back  to  Anhilwad  Petlan  and 
ma  serve  the  people  there.  On  hia  return,  MauiLana 
found  the  Qazi  and  others  to  be  quite  in  agreement 
with  his  views  ao  much  so  that  after  some  time,  all 
became*  his  disciples# 

In  hia  last  days  the  saint  led  quite  a  secluded 

life  in  flfeditafcion*  He  died  on  Jaaiadi  II  12»  A#H* 

800  (A#D*  1397)  and  lies  buried  on  the  bank  of  the 

1 

Saraswati  in  that  city* 

- - - - - - — - - -  “ 

1  »  Maulavi  Abu  T. urab  ^uhaTBmad  -  Mahbub-iee  A  lanan 

OJadhkira--i-Awliya-i-I)eccan#  P*1 1?$ 

Sayyad  I®8Hi"Ud",33i u-  5?arikh*x*Awliya>  p*4o9* 
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He  was  a  learned  man  well  versed  in  ]?iqh  and 

Hadith  and  worked  as  a  "teacher  in  the  madraaa 

1 

attached  to  the  monastery  in  which  he  lived* 


SAYYAD  AHMAD 

Sayyad  Ahmad  was  bom  in  Anhilwad  Fatten-* 
Nothing  is  known  about  his  birth-date •  His  father 
Sayyad  Mahmud  was  a  learned  man*  He  acquimed  his 
early  education  from  his  father  as  well  as  from 
different  learned  people  of  Patten.  He  received  his 
spiritual  knowledge  from  his  uncle >  Sayyad  Husain 
Khingsawar^  The  latter  at  the  time  of.  his  death 
bestowed  upon  him  the  khilaf at >  exhorting^  him  to 
remember  that  the  dervish  should  remain  engrossed 
in  divine  meditation  in  a  seeluded  corner  and 
should  leave  that  place  only  when  compelled  by 
indispensable- circumstances.  The  saint  acted  up  to 
the  same  upto  the  end  of  uis  life. 


1.  Sulamali  Azad  -  Mkair-ul-Kiram,p. l85-8o; 

Ktyallq  Ahmad  Nizami  -  Tarito-i-Mashaxkh-i- 
Chisbfc,  p.211- 


2.  Vide}  p.n<> 
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Once  it  so  happened  that  at  Anhilwad  Saifen 
‘Azlz-ul-lah,  -the  well-known  disciple  of  Rukn-ud-Din 

Kan-i-Shakar  held  a  religious  gathering  on  the  day 

-  .  1 

of  the 'urs  of  His  Holiness  Farid-ud-Din  Ganjshakar 

and  invited  Sayyad  Ahmad  to  attend  18.  it.  But  the 

latter  expressed  his  inability  so  as  to  be  faithful 

to  the  last  desire  of  his  preceptor. 

When  ‘Asslz-ul-lah  informed  this  to  Shaikh 
2 

Hukn-ud-Din  Kan-i-Shakar,  the  latter  remarked  that 
the  ma.ilia  should  have  bee>  held  in  some  jungle 
where  Sayyad  Ahmad  could  have  very  well  attended 
■to- it.  When  it  was  so  done  Sayyad  Ahmad  agreed  to 
attend  te-  it.  But  while  going  there  from  hie  place 
he  nominated  his  younger  brother,  Sayyad  Yaqub  as 
his  successor  saying  that  he  would  not  return  and 
he  would  bid  adieu  to  this  world.  Accordingly, 
while  he  was  reciting  a  qawwali  in  the  meeting 
he  fell  into  the  state  of  wajd  on  finishing  the 
following  verse* 


1.  Vide  P-U6  F./V.I.  2*  Vlde  p* 
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l 6/i 

She  saint  swooned  and  remained  in  that  eondi- 

prayer.  On  regaining  his  senses  he 

tion  up  to  the  time  of  the  *Asdir/?.again  prepared 

himself  for  the  prayer.  While  he  was  prostrating 
on  the  prayer— carpet »  his  soul  left  his  body*  Phis 

took  place  on  Muharram  6,  814  (A*D«  1411)  anl  he 

was  buried  in  the  mausoleum  of  his  uncle,  Sayyad 

Husain  Khingsawar  on  the  bank  of  the  Sahastraling 

2 

'Yank  in  Anhilwad  Patton. 

SHAIKH  SIRAJ-UP-DIH  CHISH'Jl 

Shaikh  Sira&~ud-Din  was  born  in  Delhi.  His 
birth-date  is  toot  known.  He  studied  the  Quran  and 

,  .  i 

the  Hadith  under  his  learned  father, Allama  Makhdum 
Kamal-ud-Din  bin  Shaikh  Abd-ur-Rahman  and  imbibed 
spiritual  knowledge  from  Shaikh  Sfasir— ud— Din  Chishti 
Chirag-i-Delbt.  He  married  Bibi  Safiya,  the  daughter 


1.  lit.  Afternoon  prayer »  4__  K 

2*  Mauiavd  Huh ammad  Oauth—  Adhkar  wa  Abrar,  p.155— u°> 
Sayyad  Ima»-ud-Din  larikh-i-Awliya,  p.200* 

3.  He  received  his  Sfeirng  from  Khwaja  J^am-ud-Din 
Aw  Ilya  Badapuni*  He  died  in  A#H#756(A#D«1256) 
aoi  was  buried  in  Delhi.  _ 

Vide  p.v\F.nf.a  4^-ffitee-aon  of  Sult-a^Daud-^haho 
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of  Shaikh  Yabya  bin  shaikh  'Abd-ul-iatlf  Darya-nausn . 

He  became  so  much  heart-broken  as  the  result 
of  the  death  of  his  preceptor  in  A.H.757  (A»D.  1356) 

that  he  did  not  like  to  stick  to  Delhi  and  so  left 

t  -  1 

it  f  ac  Paten.  Sultan  Firoz  Shah  Bahmanl  (A.H.bOO- 

825/ A.D. 1397-141 2)  of  the  Decoan  heard  about  his 

Dame  and  sent  his  personal  men  with  an  offering 

of  costly  gifts  and  seventeen  thousand  rupees  to 

give  to  him  alorg  with  a  letter  of  invitation  to  him 

to  favour  him  with  a  visit  to  his  capital  and  also 

to  make  a  permanent  abode  there.  But  the  saint  did 

not  accept  it  as  it  was  not  in  conformity  with  the 

principles  of  Sufis  to  go  from  one  place  to  another 

for  worldly  benefits.  Then  he  established  a 

monastery  in  which  he  devoted  all  his  time  either  to 

prayers  or  teaching  religious  subjects  to  pupils. 

The  saint  left  the  world  on  Jamaii  I,  21 

A.H.817  (A.D.  1414)  and  was  buried  at  Barkatpura  in 


1,  The  son  of  Sultan  Daud  Shah. 
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1 

Fatten. 


She  saint  was  a  poet  and  composed  verses  in 

Persian  underthe  nom— da— plume  Siraj  as  in  the 

( 

following  verses 

2-  /  L  ,_f j/  \)  | 

i. 


fHH  SHAIKH  IlM-UDiDIH  CHISHTI 

t 

Shaikh  ‘llm-ud-Din  was  born  in  Anhilwad  Pat an 
His  birth-date  is  not  known.  He  was  the  son  of 
Shaikh  Siraj-ud-Din  popularly  known  as  Shaikh-ul- 
Islam.  His  family  members  claimed  to  be  the 
descendants  of  the  Khalifa  Umar  Paruq. 

He  took  his  early  education  frcm  his  father 
and  from  other  learned  people  and  imbibed  spiritual 
knowledge  from  His  Holiness  Makhdum  Sayyad  Muhammad 
Husain  Gisidaraz  ChishtI?  Irom  his  very  childhood 


1. 

2# 

3* 


T|/i  cpii  Gulam  ^haaifflaci  Ha&i  Alikhan- 

aikh°SirIj-ud-Din  Chiahti-  Uiwan-i-Siraj(MS) 
uilavi  Hadi  ^Ali-  Manaqib-i-Hafiziya,  p.28. 
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ne  used  to  pass  his  time  in  the  company  of  fakirs. 

He  lived  for  seventeen  years  in  the  solitary  corner 

1  T 

of  a  forest  in  the  vicinity  of  Anhilwad  2'atan. 

&. 

He  established^Chishtiya  monastery  with  a 

•tr 

madras  a  attached  thereto  at  Anhilwad  Fatten.  He 

himself  taught  pupils  Had it h,  Fiqh  and  other 

religious  subjects  in  it* 

The  saint  died  on  §afar  26,  819  (A*D*1416) 

and  was  buried  in  the  street  named  Barkat-pura  in 

that  city.  He  preached  the  tenets  of  Islam  to  the 

people  of  Anhilwad  Fatten  and  of  placed  round  about 
2 

it. 

SHAIKH  RUKH-UD-DIH  KAM-I-SHAKAR 

Shaikh  Rukn-ud-Din  better  known  in  Gujarat 

■t 

as  Baba  Farid  was  born  in  Anhilwad  Fatan  in  A*H* 

707  (A.D.1307).  He  was  called  Kan-i-Shakar.  He  was 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Akhtar-  Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-Hind, 

Vol.II,  p*37. 

2.  Maiulgvi  HadI  kli-  Ma naqib-i-Haf i z  iy  a ,  p.28. 
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the  son  of  ^Ilm-ud-Din  Muh amnad  bin  Al^a-ud-D±n  Yusuf  bin 

Badru-d-Din  Sulaiman  bin  Makhdum  Farid-ud-Din  Maaud 
1 

Ganjahakar. 

He  took  his  early  education  from  his  father 
and  studied  'fiqh'  *hadith'  and  other  religious 
subjects  under  Shaikh  Z5hid  Chishti  who  also  bestowed 
upon  him  .khirqa. 

2 

When  Sayyad  tfcihammad  Gisudaraz  »  the  well- 
known  saint  reached  Anhilwad  Fatten,  Kan-i-Shakar 


met  him  and  had  with  him  frequent  discussions  on 
aufism  and  various  religious  subjects.  In  the  course 
of  the  t-alk,  Gisudaraz  said  to  him,  *How-a-daya 

people  do  not  receive  ingdration  and  revelation 

-  *3  4 

as  Bayazid  Bistami  and  Junaid  Baghdadi  did.  The 


1.  He  was  the  well-known  saint  of  the  Chishtiya 
Order.  He  was  known  as  Ganjshakar  as  he  transmu- 
lated  salt  into  sugar.  He  died  in  A.H.679 
(A.D.1280)  ana  was  buried  in  Ajodhan.Fak  Fattan- 
( Muhammad  Qasim-  Tarikh-i-Farishta-p-29) • 

2.  He  was  a  saint  of  the  Chishtiya  Order.  His  proper 
name  was  Sadr-ud-Dln  Muhammad  Husain  but  was 
commonly  called  Muhammad  Gisudaraz  on  account  cf 
his  having  long  locks  of  hair.  He  was  born  sit 
Delhi  In  A.H.  721  (A.D.1321)  and  died  in  A.H. 

822  (A.D.  1419).  He  lies  buried  in  Gulbarga 

(Has a nab ad)  in  the  Deccan. 

3.  His  original  name  was  laifur  and  he  was  tte  son 
of  Isa  Ibn  Adam.  He  was  the  founder  of  the 
faifCoriya  Order.  He  was  born  in  A.H.  16G 

(A.D.  776)  and  died  in  A.H.231  (A*D.845)  - 
'  Contdd.*  127.. 
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The  Kan-i-Shakar  said  in  reply,  "It  is  because 

during  those  days  people  did  not  bind  a  purse  round 

the  waifeft  as  they  do  now." 

Sayyas  Muhammad  Gisudaraz  was  embarassed 

to  hear  the  words  as  he  himself  had  one.  He  untied 
1 

it  aid  threw  it  away. 

When  the  moment  of  the  death  of  Kan-i— Shakar 


was  approaching  near,  a  mysterious  voice  declaring 
the  sad  demise  passed  through  the  city  of  Anhilwad 


Fa4 


bn  and  whoever  heard  it,  ran  up  to  the  spot  to 


attend  to  the  burial  ceremony,  This  took  place  on 

2 

Shawwal  22,  842  (A.D.  1438). 


He  was  an  accomplished  scholar  and  SultSn 

3 

Ahmad  Shah,  the  founder  of  Ahmadabad  was  his  follower. 

Goafedr.-fg  em  pv126tt - 

(Thomas  William  Beall--  Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  p.99) . 

4.  He  was  a  celebrated  ascetic  whose  father  was  a 
glass  blower  of  Nihawand.  He  was  born  and  brought 
up  in  Baghdad.  He  made  30  pilgrimages  to  Mecca 
a«4  on  foot.  He  died  in  Baghdad  in  A.H.  298 
(A.H.910)  and  lies  buried  near  the  tomb  of  his 
master  and  maternal  uncle  Sari  Saqti  - 
(Thomas  William  Beal®-  Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  § .703). 

1.  Mau/lavi  Muhammad  Saufckbin  Hasan-Adhkar  wa  Abrar,p.37 

2.  Mtrza  ili  Muhammad  khan-  MLr'at-i-Ahmadi,p.75 

3.  Maulavi  Abu  Turab  Muh  ammad-Tadhkirat-i-Awliya-i- 
Deccan,  p.306. 
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SHAIKH  MAHMUD  RAJAH  CHISHPI 

Shaikh  Mahmud  batter  known  aa  Rajan  was  the 

son  of  Shaikh “ilm-ud-Din  Chisbfci.  He  acquired  his 

early  education  as  well  as  spiritual  knowledge  from 

his  father.  He  was  initiated  into  the  Chishtiya 

Order  by  Zahid  Chiahti  to  the  Maghribiya  Order  by 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  and  to  the  Shsrttariya  Order 
1 

by  sbaiklt  Qazan. 

He  went  on  foot  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and 
Madina*  After  passing  some  days  there,  he  ivde  a 
journey  of  Egypt,  Syria,  Bukhara,  Qandhar  ami 
several  other  places.  He  had  occasions  to  come 
across  a  number  of  eminent  saints  and  people  of 
erudition  with  whom  be  held  discussions  on  multi¬ 
farious  religious  subjects*  Ultimately,  he  settled 
himself  at  Anhilwad  Patfcn. 


1,  MaWlaui  Hfidi  ill-  Maniqib-i-Haf iziya,  p*27. 
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His  death  took  place  there  on  Safar  22,  A.H.  gOO 

(A.D.  1494)  and  he  was  buried  there*  So  long  as  he 

was  in  his  monastery  he  devoted  his  time  to  teaching 

religious  subjects  to  the  pupils  of  the  madras a 
1 

attached  to  it. 

SHAH  QAZAi  CHISHDI 

Shah  Qazan'a  original  name  was  Sayyad  Husain. 

He  was  bora  at  Anhilwad  Satan.  He  acquired  his  early 

education  and  received  the  khirqa  fro  19  Shaikh  ^Ilm-ud- 
2 

Sin  Chishti. 

Once  be  happened  to  meet  Sayyad.  Ahmad 
Jahan  Shah^and  had  a  discussion  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  Sufism-  Sayyad.  Ahmad  Jahanahlh  was  so 
much  impressed  by  the- intelligent  arguments  put  forth 
by  Sayyad  Huaain  that  while  parting  he  bestowed  upon 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Akktar  -  Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-Hini  , 
p.37-38  -  Maulavi  H8di  Ali  ManSqib-i-Hafiziya,p.27 . 

2%  Vide  p. 

3.  Vide  p.  iX'l 
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him  aa  a  present  his  cap  ani  after  seme  time  he 
appointed  him  his  khalifa 1 

The  saint  died  on  Shawwal^A.H.  911  (A*D*1505) 
and  was  buried  on  the  bank  of  the  Khansarowar  Tank 
in  Anhilwad  Pattin.2 

SAYYAD  WASIRiUP-DIM  MAHMUD 

Sayyad  Nasir-ud-Din  Mahmud  was  born  in  Anhilwad 
Fa-Tan  on  Rajab  15,  A.H.  325  ( A.D»  1421). 

3 

His  father's  name  was  Sayyad  Ahmad  Jahansh&h 
who  was  an  eminent  saint  of  the  time*  He  took  his 
early  education  from  his  father  and  learnt  the  recit¬ 
ation  of  the  Quran,  too,  from  him*  Thereafter,  he 

4 

imbibed  spiritual  khowledge  from  Shaikh  Qazan  Chishtx 
who,  late#  on,  bestowed  upon  him  the  fchgl4*e-khlxq a . 

He  established  his  monastery  in  Anhilwad  Patten 
in  which  he  himself  gave  instructions  to  pupils.  Ib 


1 .  Sayyad  Ahmad  Jahanahah-  Dasturu-l-Khilaf atdar 
Adabu-l-Mashikhat  (MS.) 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  Barkat-ul-Awliya,  p*58. 

3.  Vide  p. 

4.  Vide  p.  (5^) 
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preached  Islam  in  Anhxlwad  Pa-tan  as  well  as  places 
round  about* 

The  saint  died  on  Rajab  27,  A.H*  916  (A*D*1510) 
and  was  buried  at  a  place  outside  the  Motiahah  Sate 

-t  1  . 

in  Anhilwad  Patan. 

He  was  a  good  writer  and  wrote  works  like 

Muraqibuttalibin  FI  Mr'at-ul-Arif  in,  Fawaid-ut- 

Tariqat  FI  Adab-i-Haqlqat  and  Irahad-udh-Dhakirin ,  an 

2 

Arabic  book  on  the  subject  of  Dhitar. 


1.  Sayyad  Kabir-ud-Din  Ahmad  Shaikh  Jahan  ikal- 
Ranzat-uI-Anaab  (MS*) 

i 

2.  Sayyad  Kabir-ud-Din  Ahmad  Shaikh  Johans bah  - 

Rauzat-u  1-Anaab  (MS  ) 
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■  U- 

GHHUR  IV 
THE  QADimYA  CEDES  AND  ITS  SAIDS?  S 

5  The  Qadifciya  Order  developed  from  the  school 

of  Junaaid  and  it  was  founded  by  Sayyad  Vbdul-Qadir 
1 

Jilani  or  Aljili  <b.A*H*47l/A.D#l078|  d.  A.H*b6l/ 
A*3)*1l65)f  the  Sultanul^Awliya*  He  received  his 
religious  education  and  imbibed  aufistic  attitude 
from  the  eminent  saints  of  the  time,  namely, 

Shaikh  Hamraad ,  Shaikh  Abu  Yabjfuh  HamadanI  a  nd  Qazi 
Abu  Said  Mubarak  Makkzumi.  Abnegation  of  self  to 
the  service  of  God,  ecstatic  mysticism  borderirg 
on  hysteria,  philanthropic  principles  developed 
to  theJbighest  degree  without  destruction  of  race 
or  creed,  intense  charity,  vigorous  piety,  humility 
pervading  all  actions  and  a  gentleness  of  spirit 
have  made  this  sufi  saint  the  most  popular  and 
most  revered  saint  of  Islam* 

1  •  His  father *s  name  was  Musa.  He  is  known  as 
Jilani  as  he  was  born  insa  village  named 
Jllan  (in  North  Iran).  He  died  in  Baghdad 
where  his  tomb  lies  • 
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He  is  credited  with  the  performance  of  many 
miracles.  He  is  usually  called  ^auth-i-Azam". 
He  is  particularly  well-known  for  converting 
a  considerable  number  of  Jews  and  Kristians 
into  Islam.  He  was  respected  for  his  piety, 
toleration,  learning  and  powers  of  speech. 
Sayyad  'Abdul  Qadir  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
^Abd-us-Salam. 

He  worked  as  the  principal  of  Hambelite 

School  of  lew  in  Baghdad  and  taught  there 

subjects  like  fiqh  and  grammar*  He  was  the 

author  of  the  works  entitled  Futuh-ul-Ghaib, 

Ghurfat-ut-Talibln,  Al  Fath-ur-Rabbani  and 
*  * 

_i 

Jalal-ul-Khetir . 

His  another  son,  Abd-ur-Razzaq,  also  lived 
2 

a  life  of  a  recluse . 


1.  “Abd-uI-Wahhab,  Sharani  -  Tabanat-ul-Kubara, 
Vol«I,p.107;  Abd-i^l-Majxd-  Taaawwuf-i- Islam , 
P.&9;  Ab-ul-Fail  Ain-i-Akbarl ,  Vol.III,p.360| 
MataLaria  Muhammad  Daud  -  Sir at-i-Gaut hiy a ,p  «3 ; 
‘Abd-ur-Raahld  Laid  Modud  Chisbti  -Mukhbir- 
ul-Awliya-  (MS.) 

2.  'Abd-ul- Majid-  'lasawwuf-i-Ialam ,p.69j 
Bahjafc-ul-Asrgr ,  ppw113-1l7« 
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During  the  life  time  of  Sayyad,  Abd-ul-Qadir^ 
his  several  disciples  carried  on  the  propaganda 

of  his  tenets.  Ali  bin  Al-Hacdad  obtained 
proselytes  in  Yemen,  Muhammad -ul-Battiahi,  a 
native  of  Baalbek,  did  the  same  in  Syria  and 
Muhammad  bin  Abd-us-Samad  went  to  Egypt  and 
declared  himself  to  be  the  representative  of 

■i 

this  Order.  As  such,  the  Qadiriya  Order  had  a 

in  the  east  whidi  extended  to  Java  and 
wide  influence  in  Iraq.,  Spain  as  well  as^Guinea. 

Its  lodges  (zavias)  were  established  in  Mecca 

and  Madina.  The  Qadiriya  Order  was  introduced"5 

into  India  by  Sayyad  Muhammad  known  as  Bandagi 

3 

Muhammad  Gauth,  a  native  of  Aleppo  whc$  migrated 
to  India  and  settled  at  Ucfakin  A.H.888  (A.D.1482) 
and  died  ttere  in  A.H.925  (A.D.1517). 

Seveiji  saints  of  the  Order  travelled 
throughout  the  country  for  the  propagation  of  its 

1*  Bahjat  -  Madhhab,  pp.109-110. 

2.  Khallq  Ahmad  -  Tarikh-i-Mashaikh-i-Chisbt  ,p.134j 
Shaikh  Muhammad  Ikrsm  Rud-i-Kauthar,p.26. 

3*  In  Arabia  it  is  called  Halab.  It  is  situated 
in  Syria. 
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doctrines  and  bhey  continued  their  work  right 
1 

up  to  their  death. 

{The  first  among  them  who  migrated  to  Gujarat 
was  Sayyad  Ghiya|h-ud-3)in  Qadiri*  His  father’s 
name  was  Sayyad  Muhammad  Shihab-ud-Din  who 
belonged  to  Baghdad*  He  was  ordered  in  his  dream 
by  the  Frophet  Muhammad  himself  to  go  to  Ah®  dab  ad 
and  spread  the  tenets  of  the  Order*  Accordingly , 
he  reached  there  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Mahmud 
(A*IUH59-1511). 

This  religious  crder  differs  from  others 
mainly  in  the  rituals  though  it  remains  intact 
with  its  origin*  Though  the  founder  was  a  Hambalite, 
membership  is  by  no  means  confined  to  that  school, 
the  Order  is  theoretically  both  tolerant  and  , 
charitable*  Saints  of  this  order  w opt  black  felt. 
They  adopted  the  same  colpur  for  their  boots  and 


1*  Mir  Muhammad  better  kntwn  as  Miyan  Miar,  the 
spiritual  guide  of-^ara  Shikoh,  the  son  of 
Shahjahan  belonged  to  this  Order*  Ha.  died  in 
Lahore  in  A.H*1044  (A.D.I635).  Histomb  is 
still  held  in  reverence  (Sayyad  Iraam-ud-Dln- 
TadJM~rat-ul-Angab,p*41); 

Sayyad  Shah  *Abd-ur-Razza<i  Qadiri  who  also 
belonged  to  this  Order  went  to  Bijapur  in  the 
Deccan  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Shah  M^jjgm|i|d  ) 
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■the  muslin  of  their  turbans*  They  call  their 
head-dress  taj  (dSrown).  There  are  turbans  of 
different  forms*  either  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  muslin  is  folded  or  by  the  cut  of  the  cloth 
which  covers  the  top  of  the  head  and  vhloh  is 
in  six  gores.  They  were  four  tarks  in  their 
head-dress  embroidered*  Their- Shaikhs  have  each 
seven  tarks* 

They  wear  a  rose  as  the  sign  of  the  tariq 
(path)  of  the  Order  in  their  cap  to  which  the 
legendary  history  thereof  is  attached.  It  was 
this;~Shaikh  'Abd-ul-Qadir  Grilarii  was  once 
directed  by  Khizr  (Elias)  to  proceed  to  Baghdad. 

On  his  arrival  there ,  the  Shaikh  *Ali  al-Wahidi 
al-^Sadiri  sent  him  a  cap  filled  with  water,  The 
meaning  of  which  was  that  the  city  of  Baghdad  was 
full  of  holy  people  and  that  it  contained  no 
place  for  him.  This  occurred  during  the  winter 
season  ard  no  flowers  ttere  were  in  bloom,  shaikh 

Contd..  from  135  - 

and  died  there  in  A.H.  1051  (A*D*  1642) 

(Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  Tadhkirat-ul-An|fab,p#41 ) 
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^Abd-ul-Qadir  Gilani  put  a  rose  in  the  cap  signify¬ 
ing  that  Baghdad  would  afford  a  place  for  him. 
Seeing  this  all  present  exclaimed,  *$he  Shaikh  is 
our  rose*,  and  going  to  meet  him;they  conducted 
him  to  the  city  and  showed  him  narked  respect# 
lihis  is  the  real  origin  of  the  Qadiriya  Order# 

fhe  dervishes  of  this  order  allow  their 

beards  and  must  a  chi  os  to  grow#  fhey  wear  long  hair 

in  memory  of  the  usage  of  his  Prophet  and  several 

of  his  di^eiples#  In  this  Order  dances  in  sama 

,1 

are  performed  to  the  sound  of  soft  musiaSad 
Shamsu-d-Din,  one  of  the  successors  in  the  line  of 
kbd-ul-Qadir  Gilani  was  the  first  to  give  an 

example  of  this  kind#  In  A#D#  1170,  he  allowed 

use. 

the  dervishes  to^tambourinea,  only,  however,  to 
mark  the  masure  of  their  steps,  and  to  sustain 
the  vivacity  of  their  movements# 

In  a  tradition  which  is  likely  to  be 

1#  Sad,  possibly  Sayyad  Shatas-ud-Din. 
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apocryphal, Abd-ul-Qadir  declared  that  assumption 
of  his  Khirqa  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for 
entry  into  his  order;  personal  attachment  to 
himself  was  iufficient. 

The  saints  of  the  order  practise  both 

1 

£hikr-e-K£afI  and  Bhikr-e-Jali.  They  hate  music 

and  singing.  They  wear  green  turbans;  but  one 

) 

of  their  garments  must  be  ochre  ^coloured*  The 

recital  of  Durud  is  a  prominent  part  of  their 
2 

rites*  They  renuneiate  worldly  attachments;  they 

have  untinged  love  for  human  beings  in  general 

and  try  to  do  good  to  them  and  they  cultivate 

3 

control  over  their  carnal  desires. 

The  following  are  among  the  most  venerated 
saints  of  this  order,  whose  tombs  in  Ahmedabad  and 
Anhilwad  Patten  are  visited  by  a  large  number  of 
people  every  year;  — - 


1*  lit*  the  silent  and  audible  forms  of  worship 
of  the  Almighty. 

2*  Ai-ul-Fazl-  Ax n-i-Akbari ,  vol.IIl, p.357. 

3«  Abd-ul-Majid-  Tasawwu£-i- Islam,  p»76* 
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SAIHIS  LYIHG  BURIED  IN  AHMftDABAD 

SAYYAD  g/aTH-UP-DIS  OADIRT 

Sayyad  Giathud-Din  was  born  in  Bagdad.  The 

date  of  his  birth  is  not  known.  His  father's  name 

) 

was  Sayyad  Muhammad  Shihab-ui-Din  bin  Sayyad 
Abd-ul-lah  who  descended  directly  from  Sayyad 
<Abd-ul-Qadir  Gilani. 

He  received  his  early  education  and  spiritual 

knowledge  from  his  fhther.  In  a  dream  he  was 

instructed  by  ttea  Prophet  Muhammad  to  go  to 

Ahmedabad.  Accordingly,  he  started  for  the  place 

and  arrived  at  it,  during  the  reign  of  Sultan 

Mahm&d  Begda  (A.H.  863/A.D.1459  to  A.H.917/ 

A.D.151 1 ) •  He  took  up  the  work  of  propagation  of 

Islam  in  Gujarat.  After  some  time  Sayyad  Ilm-ud-Din 

.1 

Chishti  gave  him  his  daughter  named  Raji  Firoz  in 

2  a 

marriage.  Thereafter,  he  mde  up  his  mind  to 
perform  the  pilgrimage  of  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca 

1.  Vide  p.H^f 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Barkat-ul-Awliya,  p.53. 
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and  Madina  and  carried  it  out  aoon  after#  On  his 
return  journey  he  ade  a  halt  in  Kutch  en  route  to 
Ahmedabad*  The  ruler  of  the  place  despatched  a 
troop  to  force  him  and  hia  man  to  leave  hia 
territory#  The  leader  as  well  as  the  soldiers 
behaved  rudely  with  them*  They  bore  all  patiently 
but  until  at  last  the  former  received  the  return 
of  their  misdemeanour;  all  of  them  lost  *cheir 
vision*  When  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  king, 
he  approached  the  saint  in  person  and  made  an 
apology#  On  his  entreaty  to  restore  the  eyesight 
to  his  me«j  ~£Ee  saint  offered  prayers  to  God  and 
they  got  back  their  vision#  Thereafter  the  saint 
and  his  people  halted  there  for  some  days  in 
response  to  the  earnest  request  of  the  ruler# 

The  latter  made  all  arrangements  of  an  escort  to 
lead  them  in  safety  upto  the  limits  of  his  region. 
Thus  they  reached  Ahmadabad  and  the  saint  chose 
to  live  permanently  in  his  monastery  at  Sarisirami , 
a  village  situated  in  the  Ahmfldabad  District- 
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He  died  on  Safer  22  (A.D.  1491)  and  was 

buried  by  the  side  of  his  monastery. 

The  saint  had  a  handsome  complexion*  He  was 

a  very  learned  man  and  was  held  in  great  respect 

1 

by  contemporary  saints.  He  left  behind  him^a  son 

£ 

named  Sayyad  Abd-ul-Y.'ahhab . 


SAYYAD  ‘aKD-uI-WAHHAB 

Sayyad  Abd-ul-$ahhab ,  better  known  as 
Shah  jiv,  was  born  in  hi  a  father's  monastery# 
Nothing  ia  known  about  hia  birth-date# 

Sayyad  ^Abd-ul-Wahhab  was  a  boy  possessed  of 
a  wonderful  retentive  memory*  In  the  madraaa/  then 
the  Mautlam  started  to  teach  him  the  readings  of 
the  Quran  with  two  new  words  every  day,  he  was 
surprised  to  mark  that  he  always  remained  in 
advance* 


He  studied  Persian  and  Arabic  under  his 


father*  He  received  his  spiritual  knowledge,  too, 
2 

from  him* 


1#  Sayyad  Imhm-ud-Din  -  £arkat-ul-Awliya,p#53* 

2*  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  f£rIkh-i-4wliya,p*S58j 
Mau>lm  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  -  Mahbub  zi  Almahan 
Tawki  -ra-i-AwliyaA-Beocan^tSIS.  A 

Ah 
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His  father  died  when  he  was  of  25  years  of 

age?  and  tte  reafter  on  account  of  -the  instruction 

of  tfie  Irophet  Muhammad  in  a  dream,  he  left  the 

native  village  for  Ahmedabad  and  lived  with 

Sayyad  Yafyub  Husain  Chishti.  He  became  his 

disciple  and  imbibed  day  by  day  More  and  more 

spiritual  knowledge  from  him.  Sayyad  Ya^ub  having 

found  him  to  be  a  person  of  great  talent  gave  him 

1 

his  daughter  Hablbiya  Bibl  Rani  in  marriage. 

Thereafter,  he  established  a  monastery  of 

his  order  at  Khanpur  (in  Ahmedabad)  where  he 

imparted  training  in  religious  subjects  to 

pupils  in  the 'Madraaa  attached  thereto. 

He  died  on  Rabi  1-11,935  (A.D.1529)  and  was 
2 

buried  near  the  monastery. 


‘Abd-ur-Ra  shid  Lala  Hodud  Chishti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-ftwliya  (MS.) 

Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  Tar ikh-i-Awliya ,p .559; 
Mawlvd.  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  -  Mahbub  zi  Almansta 
Ta^kira-i-Awliya-i-Dgipcan,  p.516.  A 


2.  Sayyad  imam-ud-Din-  Tarikh-i— Awliya ,p .559; 
Mauiwi  Abu  Turib  Muhammad--  Mahbub  zi  Aim5' 

T aikira-i- Awliya-i-D&cca n ,  p.51oj 
(Abd-ur-Ras  bid  lala  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya,  (MS.). 
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He  was  extraordinarily  hardaome  so  he  was 

J 

called  by  some^aa.  Yuauf-i-ftanijwhe never  he  moved  out 

2 

he  kept  a  veil  over  hi  a  face  to  avoid  an  evil  eye. 

One  of  his  followers  described  him  in  a 
qasida  in  the  following  manner: 

UU7;i  jsST'  l> 

l  *  * c  / 

^  >  <£l 

oO  s'  (Y'Y  Y  ^ 

0uY&<^6T(j>a/'~ 
f  i/V  l &S>tY G 

6^010  ■ 

st  s' 

t>»(/  U  (jY  U !/ 

7-  tCr^U^ 


1.  The  second  Joseph. 

2*  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  -  Tarikh-i-Awliya ,  p.558. 
Mewlavd  Abu  lurab  Muhammad  -  Tarxkh-i-Awliya-i- 
Dftpean,  p.517. 

3,  Vbd-ur-Raahld  La la  Modud  Ghiahti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS.) 
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SAYYAD  QUT3- UD-DIM  OADIRI 

Sayyad  Qutb-ud-Dln  waa  born  at  a  place  called 
Pat  hah  in  the  Deccan.  His  father's  name  was  Ab-ul- 
?ath  Asad-ul-lah  and  his  mother  was  Bibi  Malaka-i- 
JahSn.fi 

He  received  his  early  education  as  well  as 
spiritual  knowledge  from  his  father  after  whose 
death  he  proceeded  to  Ahmedabad  during  the  reign 

e 

of  Sultan  ptfahadurshah  Gujarati  (A.H.  932/A.D.1526- 

A.H.943/A.D.1537)-.  Here  he  attached  himself  to  the 

Qadiriya  monastery  situated  near  the  Gaekwar  Haveli 

in  Jamalpur  (in  Ahm»dabad)  and  lived  there  till 

his  death.  He  died  on  Rabi  II  20,,  9 60  (A.D.  1554) 

2 

ard  was  buried  within  its  enclosure. 


1.  Muhammad  Amir  Sabab  -  Mana<iib-i-Jamaliya^(jKS.) 

2.  <Abd-ur-Haahid  Lala  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Afliya,  (Ms.) 
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SAYYAD  SHAH  JAMAL  QADIRI  BWHBT 

Sayyad  Shah  Jamal' a  father  Sayyad  H&r-ud-Din 

1  ~  , 

Huaaia  wbe  descended  from  Sayyad  Abd-ul-Wahhab 

,  .  2 

bin  Sayyad  Abd-ul-Qadiri  Gilani  left  hi a  native 
place  and  came  to  Indian  He  settled  at  Bathri  near 
Ahmadnagar  in  the  Deccan  where  Sayyad  Shah  Jamal 
was  born. 

He  studied  the  Arabic  language  under  his 

learned  father  and  imbibed  the  sufistic  knowledge 
3  .  , 

from  his.  When  Su3©n  Bahadur  Shah  Gujarati  (A.H. 
932/A.D.1525  -  A.H*943/A«D.1536)  during  the  course 
of  his  invasion  to  the  Deccan  went  to  pay  a  holy 
visit  to  the  saint  in  A.H.936  (A.D.1529),  the 
latter  did  nit  pay  any  heed  to  him.  The  nobles 
accompanying  him  having  wondered  at  the  cold 
reception  of  the  Sultan  by  the  saint  inquired  of 

1.  He  was  born  in  A.H.857  (A.D.1453)  and  died  in 
A»H»892  (A.D.1486);  (Shaikh  Bahadur  Alias  Shaikhu- 
miyan  -  Kaqiqat-us-Surat ,  p.25. 

2.  Vide  p.132- 

3.  Abd-ur -Rashid  La la'  Modud  Ghishti  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya  (MS) 5  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din  Barak gt-ul- 

'  Awliya,  p.77. 
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the  Sultan  about  the  reason*  The  latter  said  in 
reply,  "I  have  come  here  with  resolute  determina¬ 
tion  to  put  the  saint  to  death  if  he  would  behave 
with  ffle^policely;  but  when  I  approached  him,  I 

p 

eaw  two  lions  with  their  fo^e-pawa  on  hia  ahouldera 
and  wide-open  eyes  gazing  at  me*  I  was  horrified 
and  paid  due  respects  to  him*  Sultan  Bahadurs hah 
then  craved  fris  apology  and  requested  him  entreat¬ 
ing^  to  accompany  him  to  Ahmedabad.  He  agreed  to  do 

so  and  on  hia  arrival  here  the  Sultan  made  all 

1 

arrangements  for  his  settled  nfc. 

— 

Sayyad  died  on  Shaban  22,  971  (A.D.1563) 

and  was  buried  in  a  place  near  the  locality  now 

2 

known  as  the  fiaikhad  Gate  (in  Ahnedabad). 

Sayyad  left  behind  him  five  sons,  viz: 
Amin-ul-lah,  Sufi-allah,  Husain- ud-Din,  Badr-ud- 
Din  and  Yatim-ul— lah.  The  youngest  one  was  a 

£  _  __  — 

1,  Ibd-ur-Raahid  Lala  modud  Ghishti-  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya,  (MS.) 

2.  Mirza  Muhammad,  Hasan  fai^Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khatimah-'-  Mirat-i-Ahmadx,  p.62. 
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1 

learned  man  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  line* 

Sayyad  Shah  Jamal  mostly  remained  engaged 

in  teaching  the  Qui/an,  the  Hadith,  the  liqh  and 

other  religious  subjects  to  the  pupils  in  his 
2 

monastery . 

3  AY  YAP  SHAH  ‘ABP-UL-JALII,  QADIsi  ' 

Sayyad  Shah  Iftbd-ul-Jalil  was  the  son  of 
Sayyad  Shah  Givath-ud-Pin  Qadirl,  who  descended 

r  -  f 

from  Sayyad  ibd-ul-Wahhab  bin  ‘Abd-ul-Qadirl  Gila'ni. 

nothing  is  known  about  his  birth-date.  He 
acquired  his  early  education  and  sufistic  knowledge 
from  his  father. 

He  devoted  most  of  his  time  of  the  day  to 
prayers.  The  remaining  part  he  passed  in  giving 
tuition  to  pupils  of  the  madrasa' attached  to  the 
monastery*  It  was  his  practice  to  stand  on  one 
leg  in  devotion  to  God  at  night. 

1.  BauiLavI  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  -  Tarlkh-i-Awliya-i- 
Peecan,  p.241; 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Pin  -  Barkat-ul-Awliya ,  p. 77- 
Shaikh  Bahadur  -  Haqiqat-us-Surat ,  p.25* 

3*  Vide,  p*J32" 
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The  saint  died  in  A*H#  9&3  <A#D*  1576)  and 
a  well- 

was  buried  in  Jamalpur,  now^known  locality  of 
Ahmedabad# 

He  was  very  handsome  in  appearance  *  He  despised 
worldly  things*  Once  a  man  drew  near  his  cell  to 
show  him  the  ingredients  used  in  the  preparation 
of  alchemy*  He  refused  to  accept  it,  saying, 

body  is  the  alcheiny**  Then  he  picked  up  a  piece 
of  iron  lying  by  his  side*  To  the  surprise  of  those 
who  were  present,  the  iron  piece  was  changed  into 
gold*  The  visitor  seeing  this  miracle  becama  his 
disciple*^ 

Sayyad  Shah  Abd-ul-Jalil  left  behind  him  a 
son  named  Burhan-ud-Dln  who  was  born  in  Ahnrodahad* 

He  received  his  early  education  from  his 

father  and  sp  iritual  knowledge  from  his  grand-father, 

S  - 

Shah  Giathu-d-Din  II  as  well  as  from  Sayyad  Yahya  bin 
Sayyad  Khondmir,  a  distinguished  saint  of  the  time. 

1.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Barkat-ul-Awliya , p.79-80. 
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He  established  his  monastery  in  Ahm*d6bad 
and  never  went  oufc  of  it#  He  devoted  all  his  time 
to  teaching  pupils  in  the  madraaa  attached  to  his 
monastery*  The  day  on  which  he  was  to  die,  earty 
in  the  morning,  he  called  his  successor  and  disciples 
to  hia  aide  and  said,  *  I  will  breathe  my  last 
immediately  after  the  prayer",  and  it  did  happen  so* 
That  day  was  Safar,  10,1015  (A*P*  I606)*  He  was 

1 

buried  in  the  locality  called  Khanpur  (in  Ahmedabad) 
SAY  YAP  AT  A  MUHAMMAD  QAD3RI 

4 

Sayyad  ^Ata  Muhammad  better  known  as  foa-ud-Pin 

descended  from  Sayyad  Abd-ul-Qadir  Gllani*  Hia 

father’s  name  was  Ihn-Al-Farid  who  was  considered 

2 

aa  a  well-known  Arabic  scholar  in  Gujarat  in  hia 

day  a.  He  imparted  the  education  and  sufistic 
knowledge  to  his  son* 


1 »  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Pin-  Barakat-ul-Awliya,p«92* 

2*  Pr.B.M.Tirmizi  -  The  Contribution  of  Gujarat  to 
Arabic  literature  (typed  copy). 
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In  A.H.  942  (A*I>.  1535)  the  emperor  Humayun 
invaded  Gujarat,  Sultan  Bahadurshah  Gujarati  (A.H. 
932/A.D.1526  to  A.H.  943/A.D.  153?)  fled  to  Cambay^ 
The  aainlr  accompanied  him  there  and  later  on  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Mecca  for  pilgrimage.  After,  passing  some  years 
there,  he  returned  to  Gujarat  and  devoted  all  his 
time  to  prayers  in  his  monastery  in  Ahraadabad. 

He  died  there  on  RabI  I  1,  986  (A.D.  1518) 
and  was  buried  in  Jamalpur  (in  Ahmedabad). 

He  left  behind  him  five  sons  namely  Sayyad 
*Abd-ur-Razaq ,  Sayyad  ili  Nasir-ud-Din,  Sayyad 
Muhammad,  Sayyad  Jp.i  and  Sayyad  Ahmad. 

Several  times  the  saint  observed  fasts  for 
days  together  and  usually  he  lived  upon  either  a 
cup  of  milk  or  soup  of  some  vegetables  or  mutton* 

The  saint  was  a  poet  and  composed  verses  in 
Arabic#  His  two  works  entitled  ^jubatuzzaman  and 

3 

Madiratid'Dauran  became  very  popular  after  his  death# 

U  Thomas  William  Beale  -  Oriental  Biographical 

Dictionary,  p#94> 

■' '  C  f 

2,.  Mauilawi  Muhammad  Gau£h  bin  Hasan-  Astkar-wa  Abrar, 
$•  Mawlaud  Muhammad  Gautb-A^kar-wa  Abrar ,p.5u5* 504 
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SAYYAD  AMI fl- UP-DIM  QADIRI 

Sayyad  Amln-ud— Din  Qadiri  was  born  in 
Ahmedabad  in  A.H.  878  (A.D.  1474)- 

His  mothers  name  was  Zinat  Begam  whose 

.  father  was  the  descendant  of  Sayyad  Sultan  Ahmad 

t  1 

KabitPud-Din  Rifai. 

Sayyad  Amin-ud-Din  received  his  education 
as  well  as  sufistic  knowledge  from  his  father 
Sayyad  Abul-Fazl  Qutb-ud-DIn  Qadiri. 

He  passed  all  his  time  in  contemplation  in 
the  monastery  established  by  his  father. 

He  passed  e4  died  in  A.H.  1005  (A.D.  159?) 

and  lies  buried  by  the  side  of  the  tomb  of  his 

.  2 

father  in  the  locality  called  Jamalpur,  Ahmedabad. 


1.  Vide  p.  176 

2.  Muhammad  Munir  Sahab-  Manaqib-i-jamaliyalji  (Ms) 
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SAYYAD  ABD-UL- KHA IJO 

Sayyad  *Abd-ul  Khaliq  was  born  in  A*  H*  99O 
(A*D*  1583)  in  Ahmad abad*  His'father’s  name  was 
Qutb-ud-Di n  Qadiri  and  his  mother  Bibi  Habiya  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Malik  Kabir,  a  pious  man* 

He  studied  the  Figh,  the  Had  it  h  and  other 
religious  subjects  under  his  father* 

Once  in  a  dream,  he  found  himself  being 
offered  ,a  khirqi  by  Sayyad  fo>d-ul  Qadir  Gilani! 

And  so  he  attached  himself  to  the  Qadiriyaljf  monastery 

in  Ahmedabad  and  livedin  it  for  the  whole  of  his 

,  a  '  7fc. 

life*  He  worked  as^mau/lam  in^madjiaa.a  situated 

within  its  precincts* 

He  left  the  world  on  Jamadi  I  13,  A*H*  1015 

(A*D*1606)  and  was  buried  near  the  Gaekwar  Haveli 

2 

at, Jamalpur  (in  Ahmedabad)* 


1*  Vide  p.  i  , 

2*  ^Abd*ur*Hashid  Lala  Modud  Chishlri  -  Mukhbir-ul- 
Awliya  (MS)- 
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SAYYAD  FAKHE-UP-DIN  ABD-UIr-KHALlQ  AKBAR  QADIRI 

Sayyad  Fakhr-ud-Din  Abd-uI-Ehaliq.  jakbar  was 
born  in  Ahmedabad  in  A*H*  953  (A*D#1551)*  He  waa 
the  aon  of  Sayyad  Faizul|fch  who  waa  the  descendant  of 
Sayyad  Shah  Jamal-ud-Din  Pathri.  Hia  mother's  name 
waa  Bibx  Rabia.  She  waa  the  daughter  of  Muhammad, 

one  of  the  nobles  of  Gujarat* 

He  received  his  early  education  and  spiritual 
knowledge  from  hia  father*  He  committed  to  the  memory 
the  Quran  at  a  very  early  age*  later  on, his  father 
appointed  him  hia  successor  and  bestowed  upon  him 
the  khirqa*  He  followed  his  father  and  remained 
attached  to  the  Qadiriya  order  for  the  whole  of  his 
life  • 

He  died  in  Ahmedabad  in  A.H*  1051  (A#D*l£>42) 

and  lies  buried  in  the  locality  known  as  Jamalpur 
1 

(in  Ahmadabad)* 


1«  Muhammad  Amir  Sahab-  Man&qib-i- Jamaliya  (MS) 
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SAYYAD  AB-ITL-FAZL-  QUTB-UD&DIN  QADIRI 

Sayyad  Ab-ul-Fazl  Qutb-ud-Din  Qadiri  was  born 
in  Ahm©dabai  in  A.H.1050  (A.D.1641)* 

He  was  the  aon  of  Sayyad  Ab-u 1-Fash  Imam-ud- 
Din  Muhammad  who  waa  an  eminent  saint  of  hia  "time* 

His  mother's  name  waa  Rahmat-un-Hisa  Begam. 

She  waa  the  daughter  of  Sayyad  Fazl-ud-Din,  a 
descendant  of  Sayyad  Yatim-ul-lah  bin  Shah  Jaraal-ud- 
Din  Qadiri  fathisi. 

He  received  hia  education  aa  well  aa  spiritual 

knowledge  from  hia  father  who  bestowed  upon  him  the 

Khirqa  of  the  Qauiriya  Order. 

He  worked  aa  a  maulavd  in  his  madra_aa.  attached 

to  the  monastery  in  Jamalpur. 

He  died  on  14th  Razan  A.H.  1132  (A.D#  1721) 

1 

and  lies  buried  by  the  aide  of  the  monastery. 


1.  Muhammad  Amir  Sahab-  Manaqib-i-Jamaliya ,  (MS) 
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SAYYAD  B'lR  MUHAMMAD  SHAH  QADIRI 


Sayyad  Bir  Muhammad  Shah  was  bop n  si;  Bijapur 
in  the  Decean  on  Sha'ban  15,  1100  (A.D.  1688).  His 
father's  name  was  Sayyad  Amln-ud-Din  who  was  batter 
known  as  Sayyad  iili  bin  Ala  A  la- ud -Din.  His  mother 

Shah  Bibi  belonged  to  the  family  fif  Sayyad  Muhammad 

-  *  1 

Gisudaraz.  The  father  of  Sayyad  Pir  Muhammad  Shah 

, .  ,  .  „  'Abd-ur-Rahman 

wee  died  before  his  Bint h  and  so  his  u no le^_br ought 

2 

him  up  and  educated  him  .  He  committed  to  memory  the 

j_ 

Quran  when  he  was  aged  only  seven  years  and  duriig 

z. 

the  RamaJ^an  of  the  same  year,  he  acted  as  the  Imam 

to  respect  the  request  of  the  people  attending 

_  .  3 

prayers  and  recited  the  tarawih. 

His  uncle  imitated  him  to  the  Qadiriya  Order. 
After  some  time  ,  he  paid  him  the  expenses  to  go  to 
Mecca  for  the  study  of  the  Hadith.  the  ffiqh  and 
other  religious  subjects.  There  he  joined  the  mnrir-naa 


1.  Vide,  p.31? 

2*  Muhammad  'All  Moallidnama  (MS);  Savvad  Pir 
Muhammad  Shah-  Risala-i-Khilafat-i-Sarf  (Ms) 


3*  The  congrigatory  prayers  offered 
m  the  holy  month  of  Ramdan. 

z. 


during  the  night 
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attached  to  the  Kaba^  where  he  studied  under  *Abd-ur- 
Rahman  bin  Muhammad  Zabbi,  Abu-Muhammad  Jamal-ud-Din 
Tarta,  Shaikh  Muhammad,  Muhammad  bin  Umar  Salim, 

Mustafa  bin  Fath-ul-Mulk  MeGci  (the  author  of  Tarlkh- 
i-Mecca)  and  others*  AH  of  them  were  very  well-known 
for  their  erudition.  He  remaim d  engaged  there  for 
thirteen  years  and  after  the  completion  of  the 
course,  he  returned  to  India  and  settled  in  Bijapur. 

But  in  A.H*  1123  (A.D.  1712)  at  the  suggestion  of 
his  uncle  he  proceeded  to  Ahmedabad  and  made  a  halt 
of  some  days,  at  the  Bibi  Mosque  of  Rajpur  (in 
Ahmedabad).  After  some  time  he  shifted  to  the 
Khushkullah  Foie  an  Kalupur  to  livd  with  some  of 

_  i 

his  followers  and  ultimately  to  the  Jami  Modque  in  the 

1 

Manek  Chowk  where  he  settled  permanently. 

He  had  the  following  of  a  number  of  people 
of  the  Bohra  community. 

On  on/Se  occasion  it  so  happ^i  that  thera 
was  a  person  named  Zain-ul  Arifin  bin  Akhond  *Abd-ul- 
4Aziz  who  tried  to  make  propaganda  against  him  and 

- /  f  ■  - - 1 - * 

1*  Abu  Zafar  Nadvi-  Tad_hkira*-i-Aqdas ,  p.14-15 
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wm  over  uhe  people  cf  -chat  community  to  hi  a  side. 

So  the  saint  was  enraged*  Some  of  his  favourite 

followers  prevented  3ain-ul~Arifiu  from  aoiqg  so 

by  threads  of  severe  punishment.  When  this  matter 

was  brought  to  the  notice  of  Jawanmardkhan  Babi,  he 

issued  an  order  to  present  Sayyad  Pir  Muhammad 

before  him.  His  brother,  Anwar  khan,  the  disciple  of 

the  saint  pleaded  not  to  disturb  the  saint  in  any 

way  and  it  was  so  done.  But  When  the  matter  was 

reported  to  toe  Sayyad  he  felt  so  insulted  that 

he  became  unconscious;  that  condition  continued  f <r 

three  days  and  nights  and  at  last  on  Jamadi  I  27, 

1163  (JUD.1749)  he  bade  farewell  to  the  mortal 

world.  He  was  buried  at  the  place  known  as  Salah-ud- 
1 

Bin4 a  Haveli*  in  Ahmedabad.  His  disciple  built  a 

2 

mausoleum  and  the  mosque. 

It  was  the  practice  with  the  saint  to  go  out 
of  tie  precincts  of  the  mosque  only  once  a  day  to 

k 

offer  the  fgtiha  at  the  Dargah  of  Shah  Waji^ud-Bin 

- now - — - - - - 

1*  That  site  iq/known  as  Pir  Muhammad  Shah  Road. 

2*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  jkli  Muhamisa  dkhan-Mirat-i- 

Ahmadi,  p.105;.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Bin-  Barkat-ul-Awliya 

p.152* 
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1 

Afewi  situated  as  Khanpur*  While  returning  there¬ 
from  he  used  to  stop  for  some  time  at  the  hut  of 
an  old  pious  woman  whom  he  held  in  great  veneration. 

Once  it  so  happened  that  she  asked  him  to  stay  with 
her.  The  saint  said  in  reply,  ttBy  the  grace  of  the 
Almighty  a  day  will  come  when  i  will  have  my 

permanent  abode  here11 .  And  the  words  came  true  when 
2 

he  was  buried  there. 

In  A*H.  1156  (A.D«1743)  when  Jawanmardkhin 
Babi  took  possession  of  Ahmedabad,  his  brother 

him 

Anwarkhan  Babi  went  to  the  saint  and  requested jto 
accept  him  as  his  disciple*-  The  saint  was  reluctant 
to  do  so*  But  as  Anwarkhan  insisted  upon  the  request 
he  yielded.  According  to  his  custom  in  his  convert 
he  was  required  to  go  begging  from  door  to  door. 

When  it  was  known  that  he  was  the  brother  of  Jawan- 
mardkhan,  people  were  pleased  to  give  him  good  things 
in  charity.  When  the  saint  found  that  he  passed 
through  the  ordeal  successfully,  he  initiated  him 

1.  A  locality  Jn  Ahmedabad* 

2*  Abu  Zafar  Nadavi-  Tarikh-i-Aqdas ,p*120; 

Sayya&  Pir  Muhammad  Shah-  Diwan  Nuru-sh-Shu-yukh 

m  " 
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into  his  order.  When  Jawanmardkhan  learnt  this, 
he  sent  some  men  to  arrest  the  saint.  But  no  sooner 
did  their  eyes  fall  on  the  saint ,  they  were  so 
dazzled  by  his  personality  that  they  forgot  to 

UMf 

execute  their  duty  and  returned  without  doing  t hi®  . 

A 

When  Jawanmardkhan  himself  accompanied  by  a  small 
troop  went  to  the  Jara!^ ftfosqu©  at  Manek  Chowk,  he 
had  another  kind  of  experience*  He  could  not 
distinguish  the  saint  from  others  because  allwho 

were  present  appeared  to  be  of  oneand  the  same 

( 

form,  so  he  also  had  to  return  disappointed*  ^ 

Q?he  saint  had  wonderful  memory  and  could 
recapitulate  after  one  perusal  the  contents  of  the 
whole  books  that  he  had  read. 

He  wrote  works  like  Itoush^Shuyukh  and 
Risala-i-Moammat  in  Persian. 

He  was  a  poet  and  composed  ghazals  under 
the  nom-de-plume  MAqdasn#  He  left  a  diwan  and  a 
poetic  work  named  Mukashifat  in  Persian  and  Ishqullih 
in  &ujar&%4  which  he  composed  in  A.H*  1.146(a*IM733) 
on  the  subject  of  mysticism*  In  it  he  expressed  his 
idead  on  different  subjects  as  follows t 
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<_/b  (Mud) 


LZts?L-i  aJ-;. 

/  uL\  ‘>L;  -£.(47" 


3)  (=.  y® 


-/^,4Tc  ^  >®  Is* P  oVi  t-9).  cr'1 

t o/>>  /✓  jL 

Q!>(/  ^  ^ 

0(i,  lO^.TcrfJJO^ 

erf  .i'ti  <X-(yJ  s&j  <s ~~!}  J  6^^ 
utfc/ O^io  >CrJ.°  '■*  '?J>  ^ 

/-Lf  (J^  /  O  t  1-y>  y^  s£  i"'?  ’  ** 

/  LJU  *  <?3  \i  j  ^  ^  <£-  &">■*  y^' 

j  l«^i/(Ji  (l^rifiosftion  of  heart;)  • 

{^-f*'  i— > T  8>yf.  l>^  ^rfl*  ^ ^<“***  *-  >  S  *&.  0*?' 

o«f  v~  u^u-rf 

v  ot*  ^  ~  c fjPSZ*^' 

*JVb~*  v*  c’//v^ 

J'll  (£*■  £-/fc>L> i  GrT  V~ if^-  ^ 

A&jl  ffy  ojur'<f^j)* 

V '?  1  ^ 

eA  ■ 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


realpatidar.com 


Page  166  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


tr''1  '  CFire) 


o-r./o^  0  / '  */}  C **(■*  Oft?  I 
(S  i  A-  Ctf  <J*. 

J-J-  >'*  ^  ^ 

jX/si  cv.i  >->  'A o'j 

«/>(•  ^  f5^ 


a  (Wind) 


y.  >•  zSi  /» » -4>  £  ^ 
y-^  Jyji^  ^l=>>  T'^ &-lS<P^s' 
t»?< ’ey  ^  ’**  A  cf  <  A 

'.■",  1,(^  A'/-i 

o^y>  >  {•  ’r^'0^  ^  X  , 

/  (.ysW'oi3 

'  <•  - 

(^°y>oicA>  *  •  ...  , 

vl 

!r  a  ajdi 

cl.  / 

,  /..*  .  ^y£.  0jyO  ^  *--■» '*  f -9^ 

^  ,,  ,  - 
'•  ,  .  V »  /  ->  ^  O^1. 

/  4  £>y  rJ  yv^  " 

£  0>Wj^  V  •  •  **■ 

i  to’J>£  c 

<y  ot./v?^ 
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Complexion  of  Igrophet  Muhammad: 

ja  \u  U  (j  U.-t/is? 

C—  J  S(J  c  ^ 

£.s^Qs'k  ^  U.t  &&  ^Lol  }fl 

Hia  mode  of  the  expression  of  the  praise  of  the 


Almighty  is  evident  from  the  following  verses*. 

.  jd  iyf' )j?c^ 

9  ^  -  tS-7  jr* ' cfe 
Q  L>  _/6)y  '{Jp  u 

(j\  s’Jd’-O-^Cr?  (r?  UL. 

The  following  are  the  verses  showing  the  poetic 


talents  of  the  saint: 

CL.yJ>/ 

JL->  ^  /r^  -T  </"/  t*  <->*+$' i>  /. 

d  &*.<£*•. 6  ^'r4JiJ 

<*  r  £  cP  r>>  ^ 

1-,  jlt*  v-(j(|=>  ut  i-riS,^> 

(6  ^  £ 
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^  ^  cf4'  ^  '*3jJ 


1.  Sayyad  Sir  Muhammad  Shah  -  Ishq-ul-lah  (MS.) 
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Following  verses  are  the  specimens  of  his 
Bsrsian  couplets: 

■JX'Of  >  Stf1'1  'j' 

°  I  Is  '>  (Tyff  /<S?.  * 

W  L  JS>I 

2-  d /J 

J  / f""®  ^  CliA-  OT'aJ-  I 
'  '  /V  ^  , 

3.  f^ud^  tr* 

,qL>  J-U 

L 

/  .  ,  ^ 
^  Ulx;>  >  trv>  O  a> 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. - 


ayyad  Fir  Muhammad.  Shah-  Shajra-i-ltru jiya  (MS) 


n 

w 


Risala-i-Khi^afat 

Durbar  (MS) 

.j&Ls  c^=ta—  X&  iia^at 

Sterf-  (MS) 
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-  i 

vj}  Jju>  ^  ^  ' 

*  (S. ~ 

ij^^rorjL  (f11 

'  0  CLp, 

-7,  lj 

(f-f  Or'Jjii  (f* 

o' 


1. 

2* 

3. 

4.. 


Sayyad  l:ir  Muhamroad  Shah-  Hu5?uahshuyukh  (MS*) 

rt  w  w  M  -  Risala-i-llr  Granj  (MS#) 

M  ”  w  w  -  ^irnama  (MS*) 

»  f»  «  «  -  Riaala-i-llr  Gang  (MS*) 
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tiyf..  ^2  cr1-  *  ^ 

Ja’I  oZ*j> i  er.f  )>-> 
tfG fall's  s* 


'Mof  r 

|6  cj/'J f? 1 


1^)6  ^ 

uHx**rs&f* 

^\CcJ»y(j-P 


1.  Sayyad  Eir  Muhammad  Shah  -  She jra-i-gadiriya  (MS.) 

2.  »  «  it  «  Makes  bif a-  i-Aqdas( MS. ) 
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yy/ 

y*  ^  zy  r^r 

s'  ^  yy' 

OJsi  Uj  02 

6j>>*  (r^tci 


frpetanena  of  his  Ghaaala  in  fferaians 


^'s  (y*  \s  cr^  i  ~! 

COUy  ^ S0  20^  ^ 

C~S{  S  (/^ /■>  O  (>  y  y) 

iJ^/iySjyJ  ^  (o  (P'jf*' 

C~*\ /{JZ>j>  J  L</v>  cP  ^ 


C^y  to'QiS'sg*  Ju 

<£  &jU  i  L'Ly  S. 

u)d?  2j  y  ' 

/y 

(jJ\^°s>.\  ^ 1 

>^Ciy  Ly  >y/  £rv  f 
L&JU^  (tf. 


Another  one  /  s  ^ 

ijs’/t's  n/y's  '  d'b&'d  c  &  y^xf 

t  •  c 

1»  Sayyad  fir  Muhammad  Shah  -  Makaahifa-i-Aqda3(MS.) 
2»  "  "  »  «  _  'iahqullih  (MS.) 

3#  Sayyad  Abuzafar  fiadvl-  Tadhkira-i-Aqdas ,  p.7  2 
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/ 


by 


Jl,>\ l/o  ✓fi  -  (/ (/ tk^'^ 

w 

specimen  of  his  pogmg  called  Mukharimss; 


(^»  /  U cJU t~,yJ-  ' f 


i>J.>  t-\  CX-'1  p^-  ^-*l  >  >£J  y*- 


;>>•  f'it ^  ^ 

t  f,  *  S  F-  “  ■  y 


\'d^ 


y*  y]  !/  -5 


<jTV  \  $  "  (_p'j>o>  i 


;>  f-t;  pT~;i  u-V" 


1.  Sayyed  Aouaefier  tvacivi  -  Tadbkira-i-Aqdes  »p  .7  2  s73 
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SAIMS  OF  AHHIIfflAD  SATAN 

. *r ljlu 

SAYYAD  TAJ-UD-DIW  Qadiri 

Sayyad  Taj-ud-Lin  descended  from  shaikh 
‘Abdul  Qadir  Gila'ni.  His  father's  name  was 
Sayyad  Ismail.  He  acquired  his  early  education, 
spiritual  knowledge  as  well  as  his  khirqa#  from 
his  father-  He  committed  to  heart  the  Quran  at 
his  very  early  age. 

Previous  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he  informed 
Sayyad  Qasim,  the  son  of  Sayyad  Mahmud  Barahiya, 
the  jagirdar  of  the  place  who  remained  in  close 
contact  with  him  that  he  (Taj-ud-Din)  would  leave 
this  world  the  day  after  and  it  did  happen  so  on 
Jamadi  I,  10  A.H.  1007  (A.D.159S)  and  vsaa  buried 
in  Anwarpur,  near  the  old  fort  at  Anhilwad  Patten. 

He  was  a  scholar  and  taught  religious 
subjects  to  the  pupils  in  his  monastery. 

1 .  Maurlavtf.  Muhammad  Gau^bin  Hasan-  Adhkar  wa  Abrar, 

p.442. 
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MAUMNA  MUHAMMAD  BIK  TaHIR  SATTAMI 

Magana  Muhammad,  a  zealous  reformer  of 

the  Bohra  community,  was  born  A*H*  914  (A*D. 

Anhilwad  ^ 

1509)  at^rattan*  His  father  by  name  Tahir  was  very 
wealthy  and  was  a. well-known  businessman* 

Maulana  Muhammad  took  his  primary  education 
Anhilwad 

in^Pattan  under  Maulana  Shaikh  Nagori,  shaikh 

Burhan-ud-Bin  Samhudi  and  Yadullah  Sohi*  He  had 
» 

the  Qur a n-d^Sharif  by  heart  at  an  early  age*  The 

quest  for  knowledge  urged  him  to  go  to  Mecca  in 

A*H*  944  (A*I>.  153B)*  There  he  studied  Hadith,  Fiqh 

and  other  religious  subjectsvBuring  the  period  he, 
v  Hazrami,  Abu  Ubaidullah  Zubaidi,Sayyad  Abdullah 

came  into  contact  with  Shaikh  ^bdullah/ldria  idani, 

^  _  _ 

Shai,  Jarullah  bin  Fihad  Ma6£i,  Shaikh  Barkhurdar 
Si ndhi,  Shaikh  Abul-Hasan  Bakri,  Shaikh  'All 

$  —  _  6  -  - 

Ibr>-Ihaq  Madani  and  Shaikh  Ali  Muttaqi  a  master  of 

Hadith  who  accepted  him  in  his  Qadiriya  and  Shazrteh 
orders « 


—  —  <  /v 

1.  Sayyad  Muhi-ud-Din  Abdul  Qadir-  AnWuruasafir 
An  Akhbaril  -  Qaran-ul-Ashir,  p.362; 

Shaikh  Abdulwahab-  Rise lab  Manaqib  (MS*) 

Maujlavi-  Muhammad  Sahab  -  Haa’aiq-ul-Hanafiya , 

P.385. 
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go  deep  was  the  love  of  Shaikh  *Ali  Muttaqi 
for  his  brilliant  pupil  that  he  regularly  made 
correspondence  with  him  even  after  the  latter 

1 

returned  to  Anhilwad  Stott  an  in  A#H.  950  (A-D.1544)* 

Mauiana  2Tahir  tried  to  do  away  with  certain 

2 

heresies  from  the  Bohra  community  by  preaching. 

It  so  happened  that  the  Mahdavi  movement  was 
going  on  with  full  force  in  AnhtLwad  Rattan  during 
those  days  and  the  leader  thereof  was  Sayyad 
Khondmir,  a  disciple  of  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jaw^npuri. 
Mau/lana  made  a  protest .  against  it  and  tried  to 
convince  people  of  his  views  with  arguments  and 
illustrations  from  the  Hadith. 


Mariana  wrote  a  risala  entitled  Nasihat-ul- 
Wilayat  in  which  he  exhorted  the  people  to  refrain 
from  heresies  and  choose  the  right  path  and  deviate 


1,  Mauda na  Muhammad  bin  Tahir  -  Majmau-l-bdhar(MS*) 
There  are  several  letters  in  the  work  showing 
the  close  relations  between  the  two. 

2#  Mirza  ^li  Muhammad  Khan  -  MirWfc-i-Ahmadi,p.111$ 
-Nawab  Samsamu-d-Dawla-  Shah  Nawazkhan 
-Mas  ir  u-l-Umra  ,vo  1*  I  ,p  •  255  * 
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from, the  wrong  one.  He  criticised  the  Mahdawi 
doctrines  therein*  He  sent  a  copy  of  this 
pamphlet  to  Sherkhan  and  Musakhan  who  were  the 
strong  supporters  of  the  movement.  The  perusal  of 
the  book  so  infuriated  them  that  ^hey  decided  to 
arrange  for  a  conspiracy  to  murder  MauiLana  Muhammad 
Tahir. 

To  carry  out  their  heinous  plan  they  sent 
some  boys  before  Maulana  in  guise  of  the  pupils  of 
the  same  madrasa  who  made  a  sudden*  attack  on  the 
Maulana  and  stabbed  him.  The  wounds  inflicted  were 
so  deep  that  they  were  recpvered  after  twenty  day© 
years;  undaunted,  the  MautLina  continued  his  protest 
against  the  Mahdawi  sect,  but  failed  to  change  the 
atmosphere.  As  a  pledge  and  as  a  challenge,  he  vowed 
not  to  put  on  the  turban  on  his  head  till  he  had 
accomplished  this  sale-imposed  task.  But,  at  last, 
in  A.H.  980  (A.D.  1576),  when  Akbar  the  great 
(A.H.  97 6/ A .1).  157 24  A.H.  lo|<T  /A.D.1606)  conquered 
Gujarat,  he  specially  called  Mau&ani  to  his  presence 
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and  requested  him  to  start  to  put  on  the  turban* 

i  - 

Mirzsa  Aziz  Koka,  the  governor  appointed  by  Emperor 
Akbar,  was  an  ad  carer  of  the  Maudana  who  as  such 
received  good  support  from  him  in  execuring  his 
mission;  but,  before  long,  he  was  called  back  to 
Agra  and  The  Hahdawi  sect  began  to  flourish  once 
again*  So  Mau/lana  went  to  Ahm^ab"sd  for  consulta¬ 
tion  with  His  Holiness  Shah  Wajih-ud-Din  about  tho 
matter.  The  latter  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Agra 
to  complain  before  the  Emperor;  however,  he  could 
not  suppress  his  sentiments  and  left  f>r  Agra*  On 
his  way  when  he  halted  at  Malwa,  some  people  who 
were  the  followers  of  the  Mahdawi  sect,  conspired 
to  put  him  to  death,  but  they  failed  to  execute 
their  plan.  But  in  his  further  journey,  he  was 
murdered  by  some  Mahdewis  in  cold  blood.  His  body 

was  brought  to  Anhilwad  Rattan  by  his  sister's  son 

1 

and  was  buried  there. 


1  •  Shaikh  Muhi-ud-Din  ijpdul  Qadri-  AnNurus-Safir 
An  Akhbaril  Qoranil-Ashir ,  p.3o2, 

Mir  Ghulam^Ali  Azad  -  Masir-ul-Kirira,p*195, 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Ikram-  Rud-i-Kauthar, p.244. 
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Mawlana  Muhammad  bin  Q?£hir  established  a 

'  madrasa  in  which  he.  himself  taught,  pupils.  As 

instructed  by  his  preceptor,  lie  prepared  ink  for 
.1 

the  use  of  his  pupils.  As  follows  are  the  names 
of  spine  of  his  pupils  who  turned  out  to  be  eminent 

V 

personages: 

Abul- Bashar  Muhammad  Fezlsahab,  .shaikh 
Ziau-d-Bin  bin  Muhammad  Gauth  Gwaliary,  Shaikh 

•  4  /  * 

Baud  bin  Shaikh  Husain,  Mau/lana  Muhammad  Ishaq, 

Miyea  Ja-lil  Bukhari,  Maularia  Shah  Muhammad  Hlan, 

Maulana.  Shaikh  Muhammad  Shatter! ,  Shaikh  Jivan 

Surti,  Sheikh  Abdullah  Hadi  Ahmadabadi,  Shaikh 

2 

Farid  Kasib  and  several  others,  The.  Mauls ha  was 

among 

the  author  of  several  Arabic  works.  FToa^them 

6  3  ” 

nMajmau«-l~Bihar  contains  explanatory  notes  on  all 
the  six  correct  books,  on  traditions. 

- pcrfr^rr - - — """ . - - - - 

,t*  Ali  Muhammadkhar^  >tirat-i-Ahmadi p.v  (xe^si «-a) 

2.  Shaikh  Abdulwahab~  Risal£$-Manaqib  (Ms.) 

3.  It  is  in  Pir  Muhammad  Shah  Library,  Ahmadabtsd. 
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several  - 

_  o 

There  are^others  like  AsmaJfcr^Rijal,  Tad^jkxrertu-l-Mpzuat , 

Chehal  Hadith,  Hashiyatf-Sahih  Bukhari,  Minhsgusjalikin, 

^  '  2  P_ 

Tafeqst-i~Hans£iya^lf  Shara-Shafiya^,  Kifayatu-l-Mugterin, 

Ri9ala-ir»Kasihatu-l-v,!ilayat ,  HaehiyahH4aqasidu~l-Wusul 

3 

end 


1. 

2. 

3. 


It  is  in  Pir  Muhammad  Shah  Library,  Ahmedabad 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  181  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(176) 

CHAPTER  V 

1 

THE  R3JAI  ORDER  AM?  ITS  SAIIffS  f  Howling  Serviaheat 

The  second  fraternity  in  order  of  antiquity 
was  the  Rifai  Order  which  is  usually  explained  as 
referring  to  some  ancestor  of  its  founder  who 
belonged  to  Serville  in  Spain  and  lived  in  the 
tenth  century  A.D.  Its  founder  Sayyad  Ahmad  Rifa-ul- 

c 

Kabir,  later  on  known  as  Ahmad-ur-Rif  was 

born  in  AvH.512  (A.D.1106)  and  died  in  A.H.57tf 
(A.D*1l83)  at  Umm-i-Abida  in  the  district  of  Wasit 
near  Basra,  where  his  tomb  lies.  His  father  Sayyad 
Nurud-ldn  Ab~ul-Hasan  Ali-ul  Abbas  (d.A.H«5l9»  A»D* 
1126)  died  when  he  was  only  a  child  wfeea-h-e-wae  of 
seven  years  of  age.  So  he  was  brought  up  by  hxs 
maternal  uncle  Mansur-ul-Battxahi  who  lived  at 
Hahr  Dakla  situated  near  Basra.  He  was  advised  by 
his  guardian  to  proceed  to  Wasit  to  study  under 


1.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  •Weeping1  rather 
than* How ling* would  rotate  a  better  term  to 
describe  this  Order.  In  some  places  like  Sarajeo 
these  dervishes  are  known  as  ^hose  who  weepf- 
(John  F.  Browne-  The  Dervishes,  p#123.note  2) 

2.  He  lies  buried  in  Baghdad. 
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Sect*  With  him, he  liv^d  till  he  was  27  years  old#  He 
then  received  the  khirqa  of  the  order  from  his  uncle 
Mansl3i%  who  set  aside  the  claim  of  his  own  son  in 
favour  of  Sayyad  Ahmad. 

Sayyad  Ahmad  married  thrice  and  he  had  many 
daughters  and, three  sons  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

He  was  succeeded  as  the  head  of  his  Order  by  his 

1,  -2 

sister's  son  %11  • 

The  first  Rifai*  saint  who  came  to  India  was 
Shaikh  Baba  Haji  Rajab,  one  of  the  disciples  of 
Sayyad  Ahmad  Kabir  (d.  A.H*6$6/a.D#1  219)  who  died  at 
Anhilwad  Battan  where  his  tomb  lies# 

After  him^Sayyad  Ha  jlb-ud-Dln  ^bd-ur-Rahim .  - 
Mahbub-ul-lah  bin^Umar  migrated  to  India.  He  at 
first  settled  at  Anhilwad  Pattan  and  later  on  he 
moved  to  Ahmedabad  and  died  there.  One  of  his  sons 
Sayyad  Ali  who  was  born  in  Ahra&dabad,  preached 

1#  Sayyad  Ahmad-  Risala-i-Rifaiya  (MS#) 

Khwaja  Hasan  Nizami-  Patimi  Bawat-i-Islam,p*r28. 

2.  His  father’s  name  was  Sayyad  Uthman. 
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the  doctrines  of  the  Rifai  order  all  over  Gujarat# 

His  son  Shah  Mina  went  to  Rander  which  is  situated 

near  Surat.  He  carried  on  the  propagation  of  the 

tenets  of  his  order  there.  He  lived  there  till  his 
1 

death* 

Shaikh  Sharaf-^ud-Din  who  settled  at  Asawal  was 
an  eminent  saint  of  this  order#  The  people  of  Ahmedabad 
derived  enormous  benefit  of  his  permanent  stay  there. 

Sayyad  *Abd-ur-Rahim  (b.A*H»i070/A«rD.l660-  d# 

A.H.1 132/A. D#1721)  established  himself  in  Surat  where 

3 

he  died  and  his  tomb  lies  there# 

Only  a  few  saints  of  this  order  settled  and 
died  in  Ahmedabad  and  Anhilwad  Fattan.  Their  banners 
are  also  black.  Their  belt  is  called  alif-iam-sind. 

a,  _  _  #  % 

Their  mantle  is  called  the  rjdhali  khirna  and  it 


may  be  of  any  colour,  its  edging  is,  however,  green. 


1.  Sayyad  Ahmad-  Risala-i-Rifaya  (MS.) 

2.  He  was  born  at  Madina.  His  father's  name  was 
Sayyad  Muhammad. 

3*  Mau/lavi  Miyan  Muhammad— Haq,ig. at —us— Surat  ,p  .4$ 
5fcbd-ul»Hal-  Yld-i-Ayyam,  p.77. 

4.  It  is  from  ' radhalat '  (baseless)  and  radhil(vile)  * 
though  its  gree"n  edging  is  hardly  consistent  with 
this  derivation,  green  being  the  distinctive 
colour  of  the  Prophet's  descendants. 
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The  latter  colour  has  ita  origin  in  the  incident 
that  the.angel^Gabriel  once  brought  aome  happy 
tidinga  to  the  Prophet  wt\o  from  delight,  turned 
round  like  the  Mainlands  and  let  fall  hia  cloak,  Hia 
disciples  out  it  into  pieces,  and  sewed  the  strips 
round  their  own.  Ita  colour  was  green. 

Their  cap  is  called  taj  and  is  made  of  white 
cloth  with  twelve  tarks,  (sashes) >  each  signifying  a 
carnal  sel'  abandoned.  Some  are  of  eight  tarks. 

Their  turban  is  black  or  of  a  very  deep  blue 

woollen  stuff  or  muslin  of  a  very  deep  green.  It  is 
t  _ 

called  shamla  or  aiah-sharif  (wrapper  or  small  turban) . 

Most  of  these  shaikhs  wear  black  garments;  the  melt  le 

of  the  Prophet  was  green  or  black  and  sothey  follow 

his  example.  The  black  cloth  thrown  over  their 

2 

shoulders  is  called  ah add  (binding  or  girding).  The 
investiture  with  it  was  of  immense  importance  among 
t  he  Rif §^8 . 

1.  In  Egypt  it  is  translated  ’amice’,  and  it  synonymous 

with  tailasan  in  the  Coptic  fcitual  (Adrian  Fortesque- 
The  Lesser  Eastern  Churches .p.272.  In  India  it  is 
shamla  (the  tail  of  a  turban).  It  is  tempting  to 
think  that  the  'tailasan  means  the  tying  of  the 
t ongue  ( lisan) .  _ 

2.  It  should  be  noted  that  like  shamla,  this  wora 
seems  to  be  imported  from  Egypt. 
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As  in  all  orders,  the  Rifaiya  Murids 
(neophytes)  retire  from  the  world  and  abandon  all 

the  pleasures  of  life  entirely  satisfied  with  Allah 
alone* 

The  neophyte  is  held  to  bring  with  him  to' the 


t  akiva  a  sheep  or  lamb  for  a  sacrifice  and  it  is 

sacrificed  at  the  sill  of  the  door  by  one  of  its 

neophytes*  Its  flesh  is  eaten  in  common  by  all  the 

members  of  the  tkkiya  *  The  wool  is  made  into  a  belt 
1 

called  taiband  fee  the  use  of  the  neophytes* 


The  manguaay  (mangosh  in  Persian)  is  the  name 
of  zhe  ear-rings  of  uhe  neophyte*  If  only  one  of 
his  ears  is  drilled,  he  is  called  a  Hasani  from 


Hasan,  one  of  the  sons  of  *Ali;  if  both,  he  is  called 
a  Husaini,  from  his  second  son.  This  is  left  optional 


with  him* 


.2 

Qana*at-tasbl  is  the  name  given  to  the  stone 


1*  The  $£ISi!Se  meanipg  and  significance  of  the  word 
♦taiband*  are  obscure*  ’Tax’  in  Arabic  means  a  ’fold* 
and  in  Persian  ’tai  kardan’  means’to  cross1  or  - 
fto  traverse1  •  It  was  a  common  Eastern  practice  for 
suppliants  to  wear  a  halter  in  token  of  submission; 
so  it  can  also  be  equated  to  dahband  and  explained  t 
to  means  cord  placed  round  the  disciple’s  neck.  But 
the  word  dahband1  in  Persian  means  a  strip  worn 
round  the- loins  and  dahband  seems  to  be  a  corruption 
of  that  word,  dahband* may  possibly  mean  both  ’sash* 
and  ’turban1  or  any  thing  folded  round  any  part  of 
the  body,  and  ’taiband*  may  be  a  corruption  of  it, 

Contd*.  181  *.. 
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which  they  wear  in  the  centre. 

I'his  ia  figurative  of  the  means  which  poor 
dervishes  use  to  appease  the  cravings  of  their 
atomachea  for  food.  Instead  of  one  stone,  there  may 
be  so  many  as  four  in  number,  though  it  is  apposed 
that  before  the  dervish  is  called  dpon  by  hunger  to 
congress  his  stomach  with  so  many,  the  one  over  the 
other,  Providence  will  have  procured  him  food. 

The  shape  of  the  cap  of  the  Rifai  previous  to 
—  1 

his  making  the  bai  'fit  (final  initiation)  -  when  he 
accepts  of  Hazrat-i-Rif hi  as  his  Pir  and  the  actual 
head  of  the  takiya  as  his  Murshid  (or  Shaikh)  -  is 
a  perfect  circle  or  rather  two  circles,  the  one 
within  the  other,  and  between  the  two  are  in  the 
initial  letters  of  the  words  composing  his  six  tarks. 


Oontd..from  180..  _  ... 

though  the  existence  of  tailasan  in  Coptic  Arabic 
points  to  its  formation  from  the  Arabic  word  tai 
with  the  Persian  -  band.  Burton  describes  the  tay- 
lasan  as  a  scarf  thrown  over  the  head,  with  one  end 
brought  round  under  the  chin  and  passed  oyer  the 
left  shoulder  (Pilgrimage,  Pt.III,  P«315») 

1  .  The  idea  underlying  the  term  is  self -surrender. 
The  observance  consisted  in  placing  the  hand  in  the 
ruler’s  oppn  hand#  When  a  woman  is  initiated  into  a 
religious  order  in  India  9  the  end  of  her  shawl  is 
placed  in  the  ^ir’a  hand  (Pirzada  Muhammad  Husain  in 
Journal  Punjab  Historical  Society,  I,  p#l40)# 
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Within  these  is  another  circle,  much  resembling  a 
wheel  with  its  spokes*  .After  the  initiation,  a  cap 
somewhat  similar,  differiqg  only  xn  form,  is  used* 

The  Hifai  dervishes  devote  most  of  their  time 
to  the  dhikr  (reading  or  reciting  the  verses  of  the 
Quran  and  fikr  (mental  contemplation).  The  Rifai 
as  he  howls  the  dhikr  supposes  that  he  is  spiritually 
drawn  marer  to  God*  He,  by  a  series  of 

mental  contemplation  and  fervid  efforts,  returns 

to  tte  divine  spirit  of  Allah.  In  djpikr  ;ihey  recite 

L  i 

the  fat::  i  and  the  second  sura  entitled  Bakr*  The 

fetai  (the  Beautiful  Names  of  God)  are  used 
k 

as  invocations.  They  are  ninety  nine  in  number  and 

1 

figure  on  the  tasbih  (rosary).  There  is  still  another 
list,  reaching  to  as  many  as  1001. 


1*  The  Muslim  rosary  has  nine^-nine  beads  and  is 
divided  into  three  equal  parts  by  small  oblong 
separators.  Bach  bead  recalls  an  attribute  of  the 
Divinity  and  the  kalima  is  repeated  at  each 
separator;  but,  most  people  are  content  to 
ejaculate  1  Allah1  at  each  bead.  A  good  deal  of 
variety  characterises  Muslim  rosaries.  Thus 
Maulavis  use  one  of  Kahruba  (amber).  But  all 
fakirs  use  these  two  as  well  as  the  tasbih  of 
variegated  glass  and  the  sang-i-maqsud  (stone  of 
purpose)  of  yellow  stones  (Indian  Notes  and 
Queries,  Vol.IV,  p.l46)0 
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%tM  r< 

In  t  his  order  ,ithe  exercise  of  asms,  each 

holds  she  other  by  the  hand,  putting  forward  always 
the  right  foot,  and  increasing  at  every  step  the 
strength  of  the  movement  of  the  body,  This  is  called 
the  daur  (dance  or  rotation).  The  duration  thereof 
is  arbitrarJLiyj  each  one  is  free  to  leave  «hen  he 
pleases.  Every  one,  however,  makes  it  a  point  to 

remain  as  long  as  possible.  The  strongest  and  most 
robust  of  the  number  and  the  most  enthusiastic  strive/ 

to  persevere  longer  than  the  others.  They  keep  i*heir 
heads  uncovered,  take  off  their  turbans,  form  a 
second  circle  within,  the  other,  entwine  ■cheir  arms 
within  those  of  their  brethren,  lean  their  shoulders 
against  each  other,  gradually  raise  the  voice  and 
without  ceasing  repeat  *Ya  Allahl'  or  'Ya  Hut  1 , 
increasing  each  time  the  movement  of  the  body,  and 
not  stopping  until  their  entire  strength  is  exhausted. 

The  RifS*ls  use  fire  in  their  devotions.  Their 
practices  embrace  nearly  all  those  of  the  other 
orders.  They  are  divided  into  five  different  scenes.., 
which  last  for  more  than  three  hours.  The  first 
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commences  with  praise  which  all  the  Darvishes  offer 
to  their  Shaikhs,  seated  before  t he  aliar.  Four  Of 
the  moat  ancient  come  forward  the  first  and  approach 
their  superior,  embrance  each  other  as  if  to  give 
the  kiss  of  peace  and  next  to  place  themselves  two 
to  his  right,  and  two  to  his  left#  The  remaining 
Darvishes  in  a  body,  press  forward  in  procession, 
all  having  their  arms,  crossed,  and  their  heads 
inclined.  Each  one,  at  first,  salutes  a  profound  bow 
to  the  tablet  having  the  name  of  the  founder  inscribed 
on  it.  Afterwards,  putting  his  two  hands  over  his 
face  and  his  beard,  he  kneels  before  the  Shaikh, 
kisses  his  hand  respectfully,  and  then  they  all  go 
oh  with  a  grace  step  to  take  their  places  on  the 
3keep-skins  spread  in  a  half-circle  around  the 
interior  of  the  hall#  Then  they  chant  the  takbir  ana 
the  fatiha.  Immediately  afterwards  the  Shaikh 
pronounces  the  words y La  Ilaha  ill1  Allah  and  repeats 
them  incessantly^ to  which  the  Darvishes  repeat 
'Allah*. 1  in  a  particular  prescribed  manner. 
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The  second  scene  is  opened  by  the  Hamdi  (from 
»hajnd»  i.e*  praise)  Muhammad,  a  hymn  in  honour  of  the 
Prophet,  chanted  by  one  of  the  elders  placed  on  tk 
right  of  the  Shaikh*  During  the  chant;the  dervishes 
continue  to  repeat  the  word  ’Allah*  in  a  prescribed 
way*  A  quart er  of  an  hour  later ,  they  all  rise  up 
and  approach  each  other,  all  observing  great  precision 
of  measure  and  cadence  in  their  movement*  Xn  the  midst 
of  the  exercise; they  cry  out  the  words,  *Ya  Allah1 
followed  by  that  of  ‘Ya  Hu1  •  Some  of  the  performers 
aigh,  others  sob,  some  shed  tears  and  others  perspire 
big  drops* 

After  a  pause  of  some  minutes,  a  third  sceh^e 
follows*  It  is  performed  in  the  middle  of  XiiMs. 
(spiritual  cantiques  composed  almost  exclusively  in 
Persian  by  previous  Shaikhs)*  They  are  chanted  by 
two  elders  on  the  right  of  the  Shaikh.  In  the  assembly; 
if  there  is  any  strange  dervish,  he  rs  given  the 
place  of  honour  through  politeness  during  the 
movement* 
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After  a  new  phuse,  the  fourth  scene  begins.  Now 
all  the  dervishes  take  off  their  turbans,  form  a 
circle,  bear  their  arts  and  shoulders  against  each 
other  and  thus  make  the  circuit  and  strike  their  feet 
at  intervals  against  the  floor.TiiS1  all  spring^  up 
at  once.  They  continue  the  dance  during  the  flahis 
chanted  alternately  by  the  two  elders  to  the  left  of 
the  Shaikh. 

The  fifth  scene  is  vhe  most  frightful  of  all, 
the  wholly  prostrated  condition  of  the  performers 
becoming  converted  into  a  species  of  ecstasy  which 
they  call  halat .  It  is  in  the  midst  of  this  abandonment 
of  self  or  religious  delirium  that  the  members  like 
those  of  other  fraternities  can  perform  strange 
feats,  such  as  swallowing  glowing  embers,  liva^c^. 
serpents  and  glass,  or  passing  needles  and  knives 
through  their  bodies.  They  can  also  eat  arsenic  and 
other  poisonous  substances  without  having  any  fatal 
result'.  Also  thanks  to  the  fury  of  their  frenzy  and 

CIS 

to  the  amazing  boldness  which  They  deem  or  merit  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Divinity.,  'ifhey  strike  the  points  of 
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•their  mace  against  their  breast  and  eyes,  aim  sword- 
blows  on  their  backs,  -thrust  a  spit  through  their 
sides  or  into  their  eyes*,  and  cut  out  their  tongues 
which  on  being  put  back  in  their  mouths  reunite.  It 
is  even  said  taat  they  are  able  to  cut  off  their 
head  and  fix  it  again  in  its  place  with  aaliva  an3 
what  is  equally  strange  is  tnat  there  is  no  danger 
of  haemorrhage,  or  if  it  does  occur,  the  performer 
is  sard  to  be  wanting  in  his  capacity.  *Ihe  wound  is 
healed  by  the  application  of  saliva,  for  when  they 
are  being  initiated ytohe  spiritual  guide  rubs  a  little 
of  his  own  saliva  on  their  tongues  and  says  “Wield 
the  mace  on  yourselves  without  fear  and  if  you  are 
cut,. apply  your  own  spittle  to  the  wound  and  it  will 
quickly  be  healed  by  the  influence  of  your  Fir  Ahmad". 
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s Aim  LYIKGr  BURIED  IN  AHM8EDAB  AD 

SAY YAP  N AT IBU-D-DI  N  ABDUR  RAHIM 

Sayyad  Najlbu-d-Din  ^bdur-Rahim«,  betters  known 

as  Mahbubullah  was  born  in  Haveza^  in  Arabia  in 
1 

A.H*  687  (A*D*  128g).  His  father's  name  was  Sayyad 
2 

4 Umar  Hubeshullah*  He  acquired  his  education  and 

spiritual  knowledge  from  his  father*  He  was  very  fond 

of  studying  religious  subjects  so  he  proceeded  to 

Mecca  and  lived  for  some  time  there*  On  receiving  an 

order  in  his  dream  from  Brophet  Muhammad  to  go  to 

Anhilwad  Rattan  for  preaching  the  tenets  c£  Islam*  he 

acted  upon  it*  After  some  time  he  left  the  place  for 

Ahmedabad  where  he  devoted  the  remaining  part  of  his 

life  and  died  in  A«H«  823  (A.D.  1427).  He  was  buried 

_  3 

in  Sultanpur  outai^e  Raipur  Gate,  Ahmedabad. 


1*  ( Sha jr a-i-Rif aiy at  (MS.) 

2*  He  was.  one  of  the  descendants  of  Sayyad  Ahmad 
Sabir,  a  founder  of  Rifaiya  Order  (Shajra-i- 
Rifaiyajft  (MS*) 

3.  Maulana  §.ayyad  Ibrahim.bin  laizullah  Samarqandi- 
As-Saf  instu-l-Ahmadiya  ( I4S  * ) 
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SA IMS  LYING-  BURIED  IN  ANHIBVAB  ffAKPAN 

SHAIKH  MUHAMMAD  BABA  HAJI  SIAJAB 

Shaikh  Muhammad  better  known  as  Baba  Haji 
Ha  jab  was  bor'n  in  Rome.  His  birth-date  is  not  know* 

When  he  attended  the  age  of  discretion,  he  happened 

1 

to  meet  the  great  saint,  Sayyad  Ahmad  Kablr  Rifai* 
who  was  at  that  time  in  the  city  named  Bat  aha  in 
Syria.  He  was  so  attracted  by  the  saints  company 
that  he  remained  attached  to  him  and  imbibed 
spiritual  knowledge  from  him. 

The  work  allotted  to  him  in  the  monastery  by 
Sayyad  Ahmad  Bifai  was  that . of  a  cook.  One  day  it 
so  happened  that  when  the  time  far  serving  meals 
to  his  preceptor  came,  the  ladle  having  been 
misplaced, Ba jab  could  not  find  it.  So  he  recited 
a  part  of  the  verse  from  the  Quran,  ^ 

and  used  his  own  hand  far  the  purpose*  His  hand 

1.  Vide,  p./7  7 

2.  We  said:  "Oh  fireS  be  a  comfort  and  peace  to 
Abraham*1 2 * 4.  This  event,  no  doubt ^  kindled  the 
fire  of  opposition  against  Abraham;  but  it  did 

-  no  harm  to,  him  and  he  remained  in  peace  - 
{MuhemmM  Ali  -  The  holy  Quran,  Ch.  17, p.652; 

Surah  69) 
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did  not  receive  any  injury.  When  the  whole  incident 
waa  reported  to  Rifai,  he  aaid,  "How  you  have  become 
a  perfect  aaint."  Then,  he  bestowed  upon  him  the 
khir&a  and  directed  him$o  go  to  India.  He  gave  him 
two  date-seeds  instructing  him  to  settle  where  they 
would  grow. 

Rajab  after  migrating  to  India  planted  these 

seeds  at  many  places  but  they  did  not  take  root 

anywhere.  Finally,  in  A.H.616  (A.D.1219)  when  he 

reached  Anhilwad  lattan,  he  made  the  same  experiment. 

Having  found  the  expected  result  coming  out  of  it, 

he  settled  there.  He  died  there  on  Rajab  12  A.H.  W 

(A.D.1271)  and  was  buried  at  the  place  where  he 

usually  sat  for  the  prayer. 

He  made  many  disciples  there  and  taught  them 

2 

religious  subjects  like  the  FiQh  and  the  Hadith. 

1.  Mirza  Xll  Muhammadkha n-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.1032. 

2.  Sayyad  Imamu-d-Din-  Tarikh-i-Awliya, p.395 . 
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G  H  A  H  I  R  VI 

THE  SUHRAWABBIYA  ORDER  AiW  ITS  SAIMQ 

The  next  dervish  fraternity  that  was  formed 
after  the  Qh&e&fciya  Order  was  the  Suhrawardiya  Order. 

There  is  considerable  disagreement  as  to  ti© 

chronology  of  the  Suhrawardi^s  and  their  descent.  But 

the  general^opinion  prevalent  is  that  { 

^$hihab-ud-I)ln  Abu  Haf£s  *Umar  briefly  known  as  fUmar 

as-$uhrawardl  was  the  founder  of  the  (Order.  His  birth 

is  assigned  to  A.B*  539  (A*B.  1145)  and  his  life  is 

extended  to  A.H.  652  (A.B.1234)  when  he  died  at 

Baghdad  in  his  ninety-third  year.  His  father's  name 

was  ' ‘Abdullah.  He  pursued  his  study  of  mysticism  under 

his  unclejAb-ul-Hajib  Ziya-ud-Din  who  was  the  successor 

of  Wagih-ud-Din  Abu  Hafs.  He  finally  settled  in  Baghdad 

and  founded  a  khanqah  there.  He  had  mastery  over  every 

branch  of  knowledge  and  ail  sorts  of  sciences-  secular 

1.  He  was  known  as  Suhrawardi  as  he  was  born  in  a  small 
town  named  Suhr award  in  Persia  (Muhaamad  Qasim  Firishta- 
Tarlkh-i-Firishta,  p.85; 

Bara  Shikoh-  Safinaiml-Awliya,  p  •  1 1 3 . J) 
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and  religious ,  esoteric  and  exoteric*  He  was  a 

voluminous  writer  in  Arabic  and  produced  a  number 
I 

of  works Kash-u]l-tJasaih,  Bahjat-ul-Asrar,  and 

'  t  1 

Awarif-ul-Maarif  are  ascribed  to  him.  He  is  said 
to  have  also  written  the  Hikmat-ul-Ishraq.  and  the 
Awarif-ui-Haqidq . 

2 

Shaikh  Jalal-ud-Din  of  Tabriz,  the  disciple  cf 
the  founder  was  the  first  saint  to 

migrate  to  India.  He  made  his  way  to  Bengal  where 
he  established  the  Suhrawardiya  hermitage  and  started 
to  preach  the  tenets  of  his  <Srder,  but  soon  after  it 
in  A.H.641  (A.D.1243)  he  died.  The  mission  was  then 
sponsored  by  Baha-ud-Din  Zakariya  bin  Isa  (b.A.H.565/ 
A.D.1172-  d. A. H. 666/A. D. 1266) .  Originally,  he  had 
been  a  native  of  Multan  and  after  going  to  Baghdadj-he 


1*  Muhammad  Kabir  Danapuri-  Tadhkirat-ul-Kiratn  wa 
Tarikh-i-Khulafa-i-Arab  wa  Hind ,  p.448  - 
Sayyad  Sir  Muhammad  Shah  Nur-us h-Shaikh  (MS.) 

2.  Fazl  Ahmad-  Adhkar  wa  Abrar,  p.66. 

3.  His  grand  father,  Kama  1-ud-Din  lli  Shah  went  to 
Khwarzam  from  Mecca  and  from  there  he  went  “to 
Multan  where  he  permanently  settled  (Muhammad 
Qasim  flrishta  -  far  i^-i-Firishta,  p.65$ 
Sayyad  Imam-ud-Dia-  Tadhkirat-ul-Ansab,  p*8)« 
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bad  attached  himself  to  the  founder.  After  his 
return  to  his  native  town,  he  devoted  some  years 

1 

to  the  propagation  of  the  Order  and  died  thereafter. 
His  work  was  carried  on  by  ore  of  his  disciples 
named  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Surkhposh  (b.A.H.595/A.D. 
1199-  d.  A.H.690/A.D.1291).  He  belonged  to  Bukhara 
ani  settled  at  Uchl^He  was  the  progenitor  of  a  lorg 
line  of  saints.  His  descendants  still  guard  his 
shrine. 

The  fame  of  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Surkhposh 
was  outshone  by  that  of  his  grandson  and  successor 


(b.A.H.707/JUD.1308).  He  received  his  khirqa  from 

Shaikh  Rukn-ud-Din  Suhrawardy,  the  son  of  the  founder 
3 

cf  tte  Order.  He  died  on  Thursday  10th  DhiiA-Hajja 

4 

A.H.785  (2nd  Feb-  A.D.  1383)  at  Uchln.His  son-ih-law 


1.  Sultan  Firozshah  Khalji  was  his  follower  (Muhammad 
Kabir  Danapuri-  Tadhkirat-ul-Kirah).  Tarikh-i- 
Khulafa-i-Arab  wa-Islam  p,482; 

2.  He  was  so  called  as  he  is  said  to  have  travelled 

all  over  the  inhabited  part  of  the  world  - 
(Thomas  William  Beale-Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  p.37l;  ,n 

3.  Muhammad  Qa,sim  Firishta-  Tankh-i-Firisht  a  ,p  .7o; 

4.  Abul  Fa?l-  Ain-i-Akbarx,Vol. Ill, p.369; 

Sayyad  Irngm-ud-Din-  Tad_hkirat-ul-Ansab,  p.121. 
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and  pupil^iSayyad  Sharaf-ud-Din  Mashhadi  went  to 
1 

Broach  in  Gujarat  and  settled  there.  He  died  in 

2 

A.H.  808  (A.D.  1406).  After  him^Sayyad  Yahya  bin 

*Ali  Tirmizi ,  who  was  the  disciple  of  Sayyad  Jalal 

t<  . 

Ma#hdum-i-Jahaniyan;  Jahangasht  went  to  Baroda  via 

Anhilwad  Batten  aid  settled  there.  He  devoted  all 

his  time  to  preaching  the  tenets  of  the  order.  He 

died  in  A.H.  850  (A.D.  1447)  there  and  was  buried 

3 

on  the  bank  of  the  Matariyajd  Bond  there. 


Very  celebrated  saints  like  Sayyad  Burhan-ud- 

Din  Qu±b-i-Alam,  Shah-i-Alam  and  others,  belongiig 

to  this  order  flourished  in  Ahmedabad  and  Anhilwad 
4 

Battan. 


The  saints  of  the  <3>rder  devote  the  major  part 


of  the  day  to  the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an;  they 


1.  Sayyad  ‘AbdulrHal-Yad-i-Ayyam,  p.52. 

2.  He  was  a  learned  man  and  the  author  of  several, 
works  like  Majalis-i-Burhani;  Mash§hil-i-Jalali; 
Mashaghil-i-Matlali;-  Mashagil-i-Burhani  (Mauilm 
Miyan  Muhammad-  Haqiqat-us-Surat ,  p.22) 

3.  Mau/lavi  Miyan  Muhammad-  Haqiqat-us-Surat ,  p  .22> 
Sayyad  iRbdul-Hai-  Yad-i-Ayyam,  p.52. 

4.  Muhammad  Qaaim  Birishta  -  Tarikh-i-Birishta ,  p .57; 
Sayyad  Imsn-ud-Din-  TacLbkirat-ul-Ans§b,p.133> 
Sayyad  ‘Abdul-  Hai-  Yad-i-AyyaWl(  p.52. 
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repeat  jVtit  forty  timea  after  the  prayer; 
and  they  believe  in  z he  principle 

j>  j,/  u  w 

2  (*U  I  ^  ^ t uV  J>  p  V  t>i  £  L%l to  i 

According  to  their  doctrines,  worldly  wealth 

is  6ot  meant  for  enjoyment  and  pleasure  and  the  life 

in  this  world  is  tte  last  stage  for  every  human  being 

to  pray^God.  The  followers  of  this  order  take  food 

and  sleep  only  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 

maintain  life*  According  to  them,  life  should  not  be 

frittered  away  and  all  the  time  should  be  occupied 

in  some  work;  people  should  not  be  without  a  friend; 

they  should  have  full  sympathy  with  the  poor  and 

should  do  all  that  they  can  for  them;  they  should 

shun  all  sinful  doings  and  should  remember  all  the 

3 

while  the  Creator  who  is  omnipotent  and  omniscient. 

1*  ‘Hai*  and  ,Qayyum‘  attributive  names  of  God* 

2#  Surely  Allah  commands  you  to  make  over  trusts  to 
those  worthy  of  them-  (Maulavd  Muhammad  "All  - 
The  Holy  Quran,,  p*2l8* 

3*  Say y ad  Muhammad  bin  Jalal^-  lataif-i-Shahiya  (MS*); 
Sayyad  J*afar  bin  Badr-i-Alam  -  Amal-  wa  AshgSl 

(MS*) 
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following  are  among  the  moat  venerated  sainta 


of  the  Suhrawardiya  Order  in  Gujarat  whose  tombs  lie 


in  Ahmetdabad  and  Anhilsv  ad  fattan. 

to/o  ~  .. 

SAimSjL^l  BURIED  in 


Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Abu  Muhammad  Abdullah 


Bukhari  Suhrawardy:J  better  know  n  as  Qutb-i-Alam  and 
his  descendants  designated  as  Qutbiya* 


Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-l-Alam 

Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Abu  Muhammad  Abdullah 


was  born  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  Rajab,  A.H.790 
1 

(A.D.1388)  at  Uchh.  So  receive  the  happy  news  of 


his  birth,  his  grand-father,  the  well-known  Sayyad 

Jalal-ud-Din  Mukhdum-i-Jahaniyan  remarked,  nThe 

2« 

Qutb  nay  the  mine  of  Aqtab  is  born.  His  father’s 

name  was  Nasir-ud-Din  Abu  Hamid  Mahmud  and  his  mother 

*  3 

was  Bibi  Hajira  who  belonged  . to  the  family  of  Sayyad 
4 

Qasim  Husain  of  Delhi.  His  father  died  on  22nd  Ramzan 


1.  Muhammad  Dar&  Shikoh-  Safinat-ul-Awliya ,p *117 
(^bdul-Latlf  Dattani  -  Lataif-i-Burhini  (MS.) 

2.  |;Sayyad  ^Abdur-Bahman  alias  Shah  Budha  -  Manaqib-i- 
Burhani  (MS.) 

3*  She  is-al^o  known  as  Sadat  Khatun.  She  lies  buried 
in  Anhilwad  Batuan  ^Muhammad  Qasim-  Saf  inat-us- 
Sadat  (MS*) j|Sayyad  Abdur  Rahman  alias  Shah  Budha- 
Manaqib-i-Bur ha  ( MS 

4*  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  -  Risala-i-Jalali  (MS*); 

Sayyad  -Saf i-ud-Dln  Muhammad  Shah  Husaini  Bukhari- 
Ansab-i-Jalali  (MS.) 
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A  *H.  801  (A*D.  1399)  >  when  he  was  only  ten  years 

oldjso  he  was  brought  up  and  was  educated  by  his 

uncle  sSayyad  Sadr-ud-Din  Mahmud  £aju  Qattal  (b*A*H* 

7  60/ A  *1).  1359-  d  .A.H*827/A.I>.1424) .  He  imbibed  the 

spiritual  knowledge  too,  from  him.  In  A*H.  802 

1 


.(A*D*1400) ,  he  was  sent  to  lahrawala  Rattan  with 
his  mother.  His  unde  bestowed  upon  him  a  1  khirga *  , 
a  sword  and  a  pot  which  he  had  inherited  from  his 


2 

ancestors.  He  was  kept  under  the  care  of  Shaikh 

Rukn-ud-Din  Kan-i-Shakar ,  the  grand-son  of  Shaikh 

5 

Farid-ud-Din  Ganjshakar,  who  hstowed  upon  him  the 
•c  4 

title  of  Qutb-i-Alam. 


He  studied  various  subjects  in  the  madrasa 

of  Maudana  Ali  Sher,  the  most  learned  and  pious  man 

5 

of  the  time  in  Anhilwad  Fattan  .  As  the  time  passed 


1.  Which  is  now  called  Anhilwid  Battan.  It  was  the 
capital  of  Gujarat  salt  amt. 

2.  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  had  two  brothers,  onp  was 
Sayyad  'Ala-ucKDin  and  another  was  Sayyad  Abd-ul- 
jlaq#-  They  were  sent  to  sone  other  parts  of  India  . 
i(  Sayyad  Abdur-Rahman  alia^Shah  Budha-  Manaqib-i- 
Bur  hard  'MS  #  )J 

3*  (Sayyad  Muhammad  Qasim-  Safi net -us-Sadat  (Ms*) 

4*  Sayyad  Hamid  bin  Raju-  Hidayatut-Ialibln  (MS*) 
Sher  ^li  Q^ne-  Tuhfat-ul-KiranV  p.16. 
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on,  his  popularity  as  a  sufi  of  high  spirituality 


( A  *H#  810/A  «!)♦  1408-  A*H*813/A«D*141 1 )  of  Gujarat 
heard  about  it,  he  went  to  pay  his  respects  to  him* 
But  the  Multan  had  in  his  mind  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
he  was  the  grandson  of  Sayyad  Jalal  Makhdum-i- 


he  would  reach  his  holy  presence 


Jahanian  Jahang-asht*  As  such,  before/he  wanted  to 
gather  sane  proof  about  his  nativity;  so,  he 
said  to  his  companions,  WI  think  of  three  things, 


ab*ut 


is  the  grandson  of  Makhdum-i- Jahanian  Jahangasht. 
First  is  that  he  should  not  come  out  to  receive  me 
and  should  call  me  wherever  he  is  seated;  secondly, 
he  should  entertain  me  with  whatever  is  ready  in  his 
house;  and  thirdly,  he  should  put  his  turban  on  my 
head  while  parting.11 

When  the  Sultan  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 
saint,  the  letter’s  mother  went  there  and  said, 

"My  son  has  come  to  learn  three  conditions  proposed 
by  you11,  thereafter  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  204  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(199) 

Sultan  was  conveyed  to  the  saint*  A  message  was  sent 
to  the  Sultan  to  get  in*  Aoeordirgly,  he  approached 
the  saint;  he  found  the  face  of  the  latter  so  glorious 
and  dazsling  that  he  could  not  help  showing  hi  a 
respect  and  reverence*  Then  he  sat  there  before  him. 

The  saint  ordered  some  inmate  by  his  side  to 

entertain  the  Sultan  with  whatever  victuals  were 

ready  in  the  kitchen*  Accordingly,  a  bread  and  some 

vegetables  were  served  to  him  and  he  ate  the  same 

with  relish.  Thereafter  the  Sultan  asked  for  leave 

of  the  saint.  When  he  stood  up  to  go,  the  saint  said, 

«©he  turban  of  the  fakir  does  not  behove  you;  so  I 

am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you".  Hearing  this,  a  shivering 

sensation  passed  through  the  body  of  the  Sultan., He 

threw  himself  down  at  his  feet  and  begged  for  his 
1 

apology* 

In  A.H.834  (A*D*1430); Sayyad  Qutb-i-Alam  werfc 
to  AhDfeidabad  with  his  family  at  the  request  of  Multan 
Ahmadshah  (A*n*8l3-846/A.D*14lO-1442) #  The  Sultan 

1#  Sayyad  Muhammad  Qasim  bin  Budha-  Saf  inat-us-Sadat 

(MS*) 
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received  him  wife h  the  following  verse 

..  / 

V  to  t  L  b 

T  cr^t 

\ 

The  Multan  was  a  poet  and  the  verse  was  his 
own  composition^so  as  to  regard  for  the  same,  he 
demanded  from  the  saint  blessings.  Sayyad  Qutb-i- 
Alam  said,  "Hy  grand  gather  has  already  blessed  you*. 
But  the  Sultan  said  in  reply,  »It  was  fop  the 
prosperity  of  the  kingdom  and  the  royal  family.  I 
want  them  for  that  of  this  new  city.1* 

Then  Sayyad  said:  u  Z 

% eji  >  l  " 

i 

The  saint  selected  a  place  near  the  Juma  Masjid 
at  Asawal  on  the  bank  of  the  Sabarraati  for  settlement. 
Thereafter,  in  the  same  year,  he  happened  to  meet 


1.  "Burhan,  the  proof  of  our  polar  star 

our  pattern  and  our  guide 

The  proof  in  whose  convincing  truth 

we  and  all  men  confide.*  _ 

h  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhamuiadkhan  Khsrtimajfi- 
Mirat-i- Aaaadi  ,p .  27 ;  "Abdul  ~Lat  if  Pattani- 
Lataif-i-Burhani  (MS.)  j 

2.  It  means  MThe  city  will  last  for  ever  by  the  favour 
of  God,  the  Merciful“- 

(M^rza  Muhamna  d  Hasan  ^li  Muhammadkhan  Khatima*f  i-: 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,p.2;  Shaikh  %li  Qana-  Tawarikh-i- 
Tfelhfat-ul-Kirii[n,p.l7j  Sikandar  bin  Muhammad  Manjhu- 
Mirat-i-3ikandari,  p.46.  ) 
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Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu,  Maghrib!  who  inquired  of  him 
whether  anyone  of  hia  sona  waa  named  ''Muhamisad". 


The  latter  replied  in  the  affirmative,  adding  that 


he  was  a  person  of  talents  and  sharp  memory.  The 


Shaikh  told  him  that  he  would  turn  out  to  be  a 


fortunate  man.  After  this  incident^ Sayyad  Qutb-i- 

Jfclam  once  happened  to  go  for  a  walk  to  a  place 
1 

called  Batwa  *  He  found  it  to  he  very  pleasant  so 
he  purchased  some  land  from  its  owner  and  decided 
to  transfer  his  residence  from  Asawal  to  that  place. 


But  sane  of  his  children  did  not  like  the  idea. 
Sayyad  Qutb-i-Alam  told  them  that  the  site  of 

Asawal  would  he  deserted  in  future  and  even  bricks 

2 

would  not  be  found.  Then  he  transferred  his  abode 
to  Batwa.  The  very  nerfc  day  of  his  arrival  there, 
he  said  in  the  language  of  uchh,  after  offerii^  the 


morning  prayer  * 


1*  Batwa  was  the  name  of^ shepherd  who  used  to  graze 
his  herds  in  that  place  (Sayyad  todur  Rahman  bin 
Shah  Budha  - Ma  naqib- i- Bur  ha  ni  (MS.) 

2*  Sayyad  ibdur  Rahman  bin  Shah  Budha-Manaqib-i- 
Burhani  (fdS.) 

3.  It  oceans  "The  smell  of  our  own  bones  comes  from 
this  holy  land«(Sayyad  Abdur  Rahman  bin  Shah  Budha- 
Manaqib-i-Burhani  (MS.)  "  i;/  % 
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There  after,  the  place  was  known  as  Qutbabad. 
In  A.H*840  {A#D#1437),  Sayyad  gutb-i-Alam  performed 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca*  Irom  there,  he  proceeded  to 
Madina  to  pay  a  holy  visit  to  the  tomb  of  His 
Holiness  Ib?ophet  Muhammad#  There  he  uttered 
"As  Salamg^-Ala^kum"#  There  was  a  voice  in  reply 
from  the  invisible  world  which  the  people  standing 
by  also  heard*  It  was 

So  Shaikh  Abdullah  Madani,  a  learned  man  of  Madina 
having  cane  to  know  the  incident  approached  the 
saint  and  requested  him  to  act  as  an  Imam  in  his 
mosque# 

The  saint  died  in  the  morning  of  DhiM?-Ha;j;j 

2 

7,  857  (A#D#1452)  and  was  buried  in  Batwa. 


1. 

2# 


i*e*  "Don’t  stand  in  front  of  my  son". 

Mirza.  Muhammad  Hasan  'Ali  Jfohammad  Khan- 
Khat  ima-^Mirat-i-Ahmadi  ,p  *28^ 

There  is  a  quatrain, on  ’Batwa*  composed  by 
Sayyad  Jala  I  Bukhari  un 

?-/  ~  l  {?>■>/*■»  '  ‘r'k 

Thomas  Beale-  An  Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  p*320. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  208  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(203) 

Sultan  Qutb-ud-£in  Ahmadshah  (A#H#b54~86l/ 

A*D*1451-58)  erected  a  small  shrine  over  his  remains 

and  Sultan  Mahmudshah  Begada  A.H#863~9l7  (A*2)*1458- 

1511)  subsequently  reared  over  it  a  magnificent 
1 

mausoleum,  which,  in  magnitude  and  design  may  be 

compared  with  that  erected  at  Sojali  near  Mahmudabad 

2 

in  1484,  by  Mubarak  Sayyad# 

The  mausoleum  of  the  saint  at  Batwa  was  a 
further  step  in  the  da/elopment  of  Ahmadabad  architec¬ 
ture#  It  is  in  the  foreign  or  arcuate  style.  The 
arch  is  used  consistently  throughout;  it  is  not  a 
screen  of  arches  hiding  a  columnar  interior,  but 
one  design  uniform  in  all  its  parts#  It  supplies  the 
place  of  the  beam  and  gives  in  consequence,  immensely 
increased  dimensions  to  the  building,  and,  it  must 

be  admitted, with  considerable  beauty  and  propriety 

3 

of  effect.  The  aisles  are  arched  and  vaulted  through¬ 
out  and  the  dome  is  raised  high  in  the  air  by  a  second 

T7  Bombay  Gazeteer-  Ahmadabad,  Vol, IV,  p# 287. 

2#  The  Journal  of  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  p*131$ 

3.  Commissariat-  History  of  Gujarat,  p#156; 

Hope  and  i’ergussion-  Architecture  of  Ahmadabad ,p #89. 
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tier  of  arches#  But  the  whole  of  the  outer  row  of 

piers,  with  their  arches,  have  fallen,  and  the  entire 

mausoleum  is  at  present  in  a  somewhat  dilapidated 

condition*  On  a  pillar  m  the  greet  mausoleum, there 

J 

is  a  quatrain  of  Jalal  bin  Muhammad  bin  Jalal  Shahi* 

» j  y  <j y^  ic  uM 

J\x*\  B  '  1 

>  <$'jj  (Afc 

J>  \X»t  *)j/ 

iSayyad  Qutb-i-Alam  was  a  person  of  handsome 

complexion#  His  skin  was  white#  He  had  broad  forehead, 

black  eyes,  broad  eyebrows,  a  long  nose,  black  hair, 

soft  cheeks,  thin  lips  and  a  thin  neck.  His  gait  was 
2 

attractive* 

Sayyad  Qutb-i-Alam  married  thrice;  first  with 
the  daughter  of  Shaikh  Rukn-ud-Din  Kan-i-S&akar ,  his 
tutor;  after  her  death,  with  Sultan  Khatun^the 


1 .  It  ub  a  ns: 

QutbH^lam,  who  isfsovereign  of  the  sphere, 
Has  by  this  Rauza  augmented  the  glory  of  the 

$re  this  the  vault  of  the  sky  had  nos§p|wnf 
His  Grumbaz  became  the  crown  of  the  spheres. 

2#  Sayyad^bd-ur-Rahman  alias  Budha-  Manaqib-i- 
Burhani  (MS#)  & 
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the  daughter  of  Khu^davand  Khan  Siddiqui,  the 

minister  of  Muzaffarshah,  the  Suit ©n^A *11*809-81 2 

(A*IU  1407-10)^  after  her  demise,  he  mrried  Bibi 

Dhannan,  the  daughter  of  Karimkhan,  the  son  of 

Khudavand  Khan  Siddiqui*  He  left  behind  him^  eleven 

sons  namely,  Nasir-ud-Din,  Shah-i-Alam,  Sayyad 

Hamid,  Sayyad  Makhdum  Sal£h,  Shaikh  Muhammad,  Shah 

Amin,  Sayyad  Muhammad  Zahid,  Shah  Salim,  Sayyad 

Muhammad  Ke gu,  and^Ilra-ud-Bin*  The  saint’s 

2 

descendants  were  known  as  Qutbiyyaft* 

Many  miracles  are  attributed  to  Qutb-i- 
*Alam.  One  day,  it  so  happened  that  he  went  out  to 
perform  ablution  for  the  ’Tahajjud’  prayer*  He  was 
groping  in  the  dark  when  his  foot  struck  against 
some  hard  thing  and  the  following  words  came  out 
of  his  mouth  : 

.  /  /  /  . 

3  U  J  L* 

1*  Sikandar  bin  Muhammad  (Manjhu)-Mirat~i-Sikandari, 
P  *24;  ' 

Sayyad  Abdur  Rahman  alias  .Shah  Budha-Manaqib~i- 
BurhSni  (MS.)  _  —  M  ^ 

2.  Sayyad  Hamid  bin  Raju~  Hidayat-ufl-Ta&Lbin  (MS*) 

3*  i.e*  it  iron  or  stone  or  wood? 
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When  some  of  his  disciples  saw  it,  the  next  mornirg 

there  were  all  the  three  traits  in  it  •  People  in 

throngs  came  there  to  see  it*  But,  the  saint;  instructed 

his  disciples  to  preserve  the  same  in  a  deep  pit  and 

never  to  take  it  out  because  whoever  would  do  so  would 

be  childless*  After  some  years  a  merchant  who  was  one 

of  tbs  followers  of  the  saint  took  it  out  saying  that 

he  would  remain  content  to  be  childless,  if  only 

1 

what  the  saint  had  said  would  come  true. 

When  Bmperor  Akbar  visited  Ahmadabad,  he  saw 
this  lithoxyl.  He  took  a  half  of  it  and  left  in  its 
place  the  remaining  half  which  has  been  still 

2 

preserved  as  an  auspicious  relic  by  his  descendants. 

Nowadays  when  people  pay  a  holy  visit  to  tbe 
shrine  of  the  saint,  they  remain  eager  to  perform 


1  •  Mirga  Muhammad  Hasan  &li  Muhammadkhan  Khatimah-i  - 
Mirat-i-AhmadI,  p*26;  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu- 
Mirat-i-Sikandarl,  p#254;  Sayyed  Muhpmad  Qasim 
bin  *Abdur  Rahman  Budha-  Safinat-us-Sadat ,  (MS*) 

2*  Wlv%zb  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammadkhan  Khatimah-*' 
Mir^t-i-Ahmadi, ~p»26;  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu- 
Mirat-i-Sikandarl,  p*254. 
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the  rite  of  lifting  it  up  and  laying  it  again  in  its 
place  so  as  to  get  their  desire  fulfilled  according 
to  the  common  belief  of  the  followers  of  the  saint* 

In  conformity  with  the  usual  prattice,  the 
3aj jada-naahln  of  Shah-i-Alam  dressed  in  the  red  robe 
and  red  turban  goes  bare-footed  every  year  on  the  day 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  saint  to  his  shrine  and 
make  an  offering  of  flowers  there  with  the  recitation 
of  the  fateha  and  threafter  the  sajjada-nashin  of 

i 

Qutb-i-Alam  dressed  in  the  white  costume  and  the 
white  cap  presents  himself f  theKfe  and  both  of  them 
recite  the  fateha  and  go  near  the  lithpxyl  to  have 
a  holy  sight  thereof* 

Qufcb-i-#lam  was  the  author  of  several  works 

_  -t 

one  of  which  was  "the  Marhemat- nama-i-Bur'nani*  It  ia 
voluminous*  He  has  explained  in  it  the  difficult  and 
knotty  problems  of  sufism  in  such  a  clear  and  simple 

1*  Ihe  manuscript  theereof  lies  with  $ayyad  Muaamya^ 
Imam  Haidar  Bax,  the  present  Saj jadahnashln  of_ 
Sayyad  Muhammad  *Shah-i-jflam  Suhrawardy,  Bukhari* 
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way  that  readers  of  common  understanding  can  scarcely 
fail  to  grasp  the  sense*  He  was  also  something  of  a 
poet;  references  to  stray  verses  composed  by  him  are 
found  in  different  books*  Following  verses  are  of  his 
own* 


1#  Sayyad  Muhammad  Qa“sim  bin  Abdur  Rahman  Eudha  - 
Saflnat-us-Sadat  (MS* ) 


2*  Sayyad  j&bd-ur-Rehman  Budha-  Mana‘q.ib-i-Burhani(MS.) 
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SAYYAD  MASiR-UP-DIN  ABUL  HAS  AH  jft  HMUSX- 

Sayyad  Nasir-ud-Din  #Abul  Haaan  Mahmud 4^ 
better  known  aa  Dsryanosh  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Qutb-i-Alam  born  in  Anhilwad  P'attan  in  A.H.  709 
(A.D.1406). 

I 

He  studied  the  Quran,  the  Fiqh  and  other 

subjects  under  his  father  and  received  the  khirqa 

1 

from  Shah  Raju  Qattal  ,  the  uncle  of  his  father 
whose  mention  has  already  com©  in  the  biography 
of  Qutb-i-Alam* 

He  died  in  A*H*884  (A*3)#1489)  anS  lies 
buried  by  the  side  of  the  tomb  of  his  father*  His 
father  held  ©  very  high  opinion  about  him  and 
composed  the  following  verses  about  him: 

/*'  ~  Z  t«rt  J»; 

He  devoted  all  his  time  to  the  services  cf 
his  father  who  before  his  death  appointed  him  his 


1#  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan *Ali  Muhammad  khan- 
Khatima-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p#29* 
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sajjadanashin.  After  the  prayer  of  tahajjud,  he 
often  used  to  ait  in  divine  contemplation  and  at 

timea  used  to  fall  into  ecstasy  during  which  he 

t 

continued  to  apeak  A .  Among  his 

descendants,  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Shah  Shaikh  Jiv, 

Sayyad  Mahmud  Shah  Budha  and  Sayyad  Shah  Husain  were 
very  distinguished* 


1 «  Sayyad  Abdur  Rahman  bin  Budha-  Manaqib-i-Burhani 

(MS.) 
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SAIYAP  JAML-U]>-MN  HUSAIN  SHAH  SHAIKH  JVft 

Sayyad  Jalal-ud*Pin  Husain,  better  known  as 

Shaikh  Jiv  was  born  in  A.H#853  (A*D«1459)  at  Asawal 
1 

in  Ahn&dabad*  When  the  happy  news  of  his  birth  was 

conveyed  to  Qutb-i-Alam,  his  &rand  father,  he  said 

to  his  father  Nasir-ud-Din  Mahmud,  “Well,  here  has 

come  to  our  family,  Jalal  ,{i*e#glory)  of  our  ancestor 

Makhdum-i-Jahaniya|3i  Jahangasht*  His  uncle,  the  well- 

known  $hah-i-!5lam  who  immensely  loved  him  bestowed 

upon  him  the  khirga*  While  performir^  the  ceremony 

of  initiation,  he  said  to  his  brother,  Nasir-ud-Din 

““Whatever  I  have  attained,  I  am  giving  to  him"*  After 

he  was  known  as  a  saint,  he  selected  a  place  for 

his  abode  at  Batwa.  He  left  this  transitory  world 

on  fiaHi  II,  17,  931  (A#D*1524)  and  was  buried  at 

the  same  place  by  the  side  of  the  shrine  of  the  saint 
f_  2 
Qutb-i-Alam* 

1*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Qasim-  Saf  Inat-us-Sadat ,  p.747* 

2#  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  All  Muhammad  Khan- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p*128* 
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There  are  so  many  legends  and  miracles 
ascribed  to  the  saint,  Jalal-ud-Din  Shaikh  Jiv# 

Sultan  Mahmudshah  died  in  A.D*  1511  and 
Sultan  Muzaffar  ascended  the  throne.  Some  of  the 
faithful  followers  of  the  saint,  conveyed  simulta¬ 
neously  to  him  the  sad  news  of  the  demise  of 
Mahmud  Shah  and  the  happy  tidings  of  the  accession 
of  the  successor  to  the  throne#  He  did  not  condescend 
to  pray  for  the  peace  of  the  departed  sari  nor  did 
he  congratulate  Muzaffarshah  on  his  ascending  the 
throne  as  it  would  have  been  but  an  act  of  formal 
courtesy#  Instead,  he  spoke,  ••Our  last  meeting  with 
the  late  Mahmud  Shah  was  not  congenial;  and  Muzaffar¬ 
shah  is  only  a  youth  and  is,  besides,  a  dry  scholar. 
He  is  such  a  kind  of  man  who  generally  has  neither 
any  regard  nor  love  for  men  of  sanctity#**  The 
followers  then  told  the  saint  that  the  kingdom  of 
Gujarat  was  entrusted  to  the  ancestors  of  the  Sultan- 
by  his  exalted  house  and  so  he  should  rather  act  on 
upto  an  established  precedent#  It  matters  little  if 
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hi  a  father,  Mahmuds hah  did  not  appreciate  his 
blessings;  but,  the  present  Sultan  Muzaffarshah  was 
wise  and  learned  and  understood  all  the  things*  At 
last  under  pressure  of  their  endeavours  and  entreaties 
the  saint  proceeded  to  Champaner.  Hearing  of  hia 
arrival,  most  of  the  ministers  and  nobles  being  his 
spiritual  followers  went  forth  to  receive  him  and 
took  him  to  the  royal  residence*  They  seated  him  r&  ar 
the  Sultan's  apartment.  The  chamberlain  approached 
the  Sultan  with  hasty  steps  and  announded  the  coming 
of  the  saint.  The  Sultan  who  was  not  aware  of  the 
saint  being  in  such  close  proximity  said,  "He  pronoun¬ 
ced  against  my  father  such  a  blighting  curse;  I  wonder 
what  he  brings  for  men.  These  words  reached  plainly 
and  directly  the  ears  of  the  saint  and  they  slung  him 
to  the  quick.  He  at  once  turned  back  homewards  without 
meetirg  the  Sultan.  After  some  days,  the  latter  went 
to  Ahmadabad.  When  on  hxs  way  thither  he  reached  the 
shrine  of  the  saint^Qutb-i-Alam  at  Batwa,  he.  did  not, 
as  was  the  want  of  the  Sultans  of  Gujarat,  dismount  to 
say  his  prayers  at  the  grave  of  the  saint,  but  simply 
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repeated  his  ; fat i ha1  on  the  horse-back  and  proceeded 
to  the  city.  Ihe  saint  alao  did  not  care  far  the 
Sultan.  After  aome  daya  about  the  time  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Qutb-i-Alam^the  Sultan 
fell  sick*  He  ordered  the  royal  kitchen  to  be  taken 
to  Sarkhej  on  the  night  of  tk  anniversary  and  there 
to  prepare  food  to  feed  the  poor  for  the  pacification 
of  the  soul  of  the  departed  sainfc  *  He  said  that  he 
would  himself  follow  the  next  morning.  It  was  done 
accordingly.  That  night  the  saint^Qutb-i-Alam  appeared 
to  the  Sultan  in  a  dream  and  said,  “Muzaffarkhani  why 

don’t  you  come  to  my  house?*1  The  Sultan  asked,  “Where 

** 

is  your  noble  house ?*  The  saint  said,  “At  Batwa^h,  He 
who  goes  to  Shaikh  Jiv's  house  goes  to  mine*  and  he 
who  gladdens  Shaikh  Jiv’s  heart  gladdens  mine  -  Go, 
therefore  to  my  house  and  the  ailment  that  thou  hast 
shall  be  changed  into  health.4*  The  very  night  the 
saint  ^ Qutb-i-Alam  also  appeared  to  Shaikh  Jiv  in  a 
dream  and  informed  him  that  Muzaffarknan  was  coming 
to  his  house  and  he  was  to  receive  him  with  kindness 
and  place  his  hand  on  his  head  and. back  so  that  tbB 
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Almighty  would  bless  him  wicth  good  health.  On  the 

side  of  t Lb  Multan  as  soon  as  he  got  up  early  in  the 

morning,  he  made  up  preparations  and  started  in  a 

palanquih  for  Batwa|?i  according  to  the  iotruction  in 

the  dream.  On  this  side  1b  fore  the  arrival  of  the 

Sultan,  Shaikh  Jiv  talked  with  his  companions  what 

he  had  seen  in  the  previous  night  in  the  dream,  And 

accordingly  he  gave  an  order  to  the  people  in  charge 

of  his  kitchen  to  cook  the  best  of  the  viands  taking 

the  help  of  the  best  cooks  in  the  town.  After  a  few 
_  _  1 

hours  the  Sultan  arrived  at  Asaspur^  and  sent  from 

there  in  advance  a  aessanger  to  acquaint  the  saint 

with  his  arrival  and  to  keep  ready  some  food  as  he 

was  hungry.  After  making  a  brief  halt  for  rest ,  he 

proceeded.  As  soon  as  he  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
*- 

shrine  of  Qutb-i-Alam^he  descended  from  the  palanquih 
and  walked  through  the  remaining  distance.  He  paid 
a  hody  visit  to  the  shrine.  Thereafter  when  the 
Sultan  and  the  sairt  met,  the  Sultan  threw  himself 
at  the  fdet  of  the  saint,  who  having  placed  his  hand 

-  "7  

1,  -At  present  the  place  is  known  as  Isanpur. 
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on  fcfce  head  and  tack  of  the  Sultan,  took  him  into 
his  arms*  He  then  led  him  to  his  own  residence  where 
they  expatiated  dn  religious  matters  for  some  time. 

Then  he  brought  out  of  his  chamber  the  viands  which 
both  partook  of  with  relish*  The  t  mprnirg  after 
offering  prayers,  the  Sultan  said  to  the  saint, 

"For  some  time  pa  st  I  was  ailing  and  was  losing  my 
memory,  but  since  yesterday,  I  feel  better  and  I 
hope  that  the  remaining  will  also  soon  disappear* * 

The  saint  prayed  for  his  reepvery*  Then  the  Sultan 
requested  him  to  give  leave  to  depart  from  there  and 
the  saint  ta  de  him  adieu*  Irom  that  day  the  Sultan 
began  to  have  implicit  faith  in  the  spiritual  capacity 
of  saints  and  dervishes. 

Sayyad  Shaikh  Jiv  also  prophesied  that  Bahsdur- 
khan  would  eventually  succeed  to  the  throne*  On  the 
other  side,  Sikandarkhan,  Muzaffarshah's  another  son, 
having  come  to  know  all  details  about  the  prophesy  of 
the  saint,  determined  to  slay  his  brother  ^  Bahadur  khan 
who  on  getting  the  imfprmation  arranged  with  trusted 
servants  and  partisans  to  flee.  But  hfore  putting  into 

realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  222  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 

(217) 

action  the  plan,  he  narrated  the  circumstances  to 

the  saint  and  expressed  hisaesire  to  go  to  Delhi,  if 

( 

he  gave  him  leave.  The  saint  said  in  reply,  wLet  your 
heart  repose  in  God  for  He  is  the  strongest  of  the 
strong;  if  your  enemy  is  powerful  your  guardian  is 
yet  more  powerful.  The  order  to  place  you  as  the 
Sultan  of  Gujarat  has  teen  confirmed  in  your  name 
from  the  court  of  the  King  of  Kings;  only  its  time 
has  not  yet  come.  Until  then  let  your  travelling  kit 
be  loaded.  Travel  is  lucky  for  you.  Having  completed 
.the  admonition  he  granted  his  leave  with  the  words, 
«This  is  our"  last  meeting.  You  will  return  here 
speedily  but  you  will  not  see  me.  Remember,  never  to 
neglect  pleaairg  my  son^Sayyad  Mahmud  alias  Shah 
Bud  ha  as  in  this  will  be  your  advanbage**4 

Then  in  iUH.  951  (A*D.  1524)  Bahadurkhan  left 
for  Delhi  and  the  Shaikh  retired  to  the  permanent 

1 

abode  in  the  same  year  according  to  has  own  statement. 

1.  Mir za  ill  Muha mma d kha n-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi,p.28- 
Sayyad_ ibdur  Rahman  alias  &hah  Budha-Manaqib~i~ 

Bur  ha  ni  (MS.) 
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SAYYAD  MAHMUD  SHAH  BOTH: 

Sayyad  Mahraudshah  Budh  was  *the  aon  of  the 

above  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Husain  Shih  Shaikh  Jiv. 

He  was  born  in  A.H*  883  (A*£#1478)  at  Batwa.  He  stiudleld 

Quran,  the  Ifiqh,  the  Haditja  under  his  father#  Sayyad 

j 

Mahmud  committed  to  memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran  and 
could  recite  it  in  a  melodious  tone*  It  was  also  his 
practice  to  repeat  by  heart  prepared  by  his 

great  grand  fat  her^  Makhdura  Jahaniyan  JgLhangasht* 

He  lived  a  very  austere  life.  He  himself 
taught  religious  books  to  his  disciples* 

3?he  prophesy  of  his  father  m  rationed  in  ths 
previous  article  proved  to  be  true  in  his  time*  Sultan 

<k 

Muzaffarshah  died  and  Sultan  Sfakandar  descended  the 

throne  in  A*H.  932  (A*D*  1325).  Hobles  and  grandees 

gave  him  greetings.  Other  people  expressed  their  joy;. 

but  the  sa'irrc  did  not  care  to  do  so.  So,  some  time 
when 

after^Sultan  Sikandar  sat  on  the  throne  in  A.H.931 
(A*D*1525)  all  the  nobles  and  great  men  of  his  tine 
gave  him  greetings.  S&kandarkhan  approached  Shah  Budha 
and  said  to  him,  11  Your  father  is  dead  and  his 

r* 
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disciples  have  become  stray  wanderers* •  Shah  Budha 
said  in  reply,  wThe  saint  is  not  dead.  Rest  assured 
that  the  friends  of  God  did  not,  but  move  as  it  were 
from  one  house  to  another  house  nor  do  his  disciples 
wander  in  a  distressed  condition  as  you  say.  The 
prophesy  of  my  father  will  surely  come  to  pass. 

Your  kingdom  will  prove  to  be  like  a  mirage  or  a 
bubble  .  It  has  no  foundation  and  will  not  last  long.* 

On  hearing  this  speech  the  Sultan  became  more  displeased 
than  ever  with  Shah  Budha  and  withdrew  the  grant  <£ 

Bgtwa  from  him.  Then  he’  bestowed  it  on  the  saint ^  , 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Bukhari,  one  of  the  sons  of  Shah-i- 
*Alam,  but  he,too/ refused  to  accept  it* 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  truth  of  the  prophesy 
soon  became  apparent.  The  whole  duration  of  the  reign 

of  Sultan  Silcandar  was  but  two  months  and  sixteen  days 
when  the  trait  or , Im Khush-qadam  slew  him* 
and  seated  on  the  throne  ,  the  youngest  son  of  Muzaffar- 

shah  aged  six  years  with  the  title  Saltan  Mahmudshah  II. 

But  the  nobles  were  not  pleased  with  this  arrangement 
and  unanimously  decided  to  depose  the  boy- king 
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enthronefJahadur  Shah*  And  in  the  course  of  time, 


this  plan  was  executed  on  Dhil-Qada  14,  932  (JUD*  1525} 


The  saint  died  on  Bhil-Qada. 29>  950  (A#D#1543). 
He  lies  buried  in  Batwa. 

There  are  some  miracles  ascribed  to  him.  Ome 

) 

it  so  happened  that  Malik  Manjhla,  one  of  the  nobles 
of  ^Sultan  Muzaffarshah  II  approached  the  saint  and 
reuqested  him  to  pray  to  the  Almighty  so  that  he  would 
grant  him  a  child  as  he  had  had  none  so  far  though  the 
major  part  of  his  life  had  been  over.  The  saint  said 
that  such  matters  are  predestined  and  that  he  wouH 
not  be  able  to  do  anything  in  that  connection.  Malik 
continued  to  frequent  the  convent  and  reiterate  the 
demand  every  now  and  then.  Ultimately,  one  fine  morning 
the  saint  said,  "Be  happy.  You  will  have  a  male  child? 
In  the  due  course ,  he  ha  d  one  child  and  he  took  him 
before  the  saint  for  his  blessings.  Shah  %dha  was 
pleased  to  see  the  child.  He  gave  him  xhe  'bt^ffie^Malik 
Qutb  Muhammad  and  put  rings  into  his  ears. 

1.  Sayyad  kbdur  Rahman-  Manaqib-i-Burhani  (Ms.) 
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SAYYAB  SHAH  HUS  Al  ls 

Sayyad  Shgh  Husain  was  born  in  A.H.  927  (A.B. 

1520)  a t  Batwa.  He  was  the  son  of  the  above  Sayyad 
Shah  Budha.  He  studied  the  Quran,  the  Hadith  and  the 
Fiqh  under  his  father  who  bestowed  khirqa  upon  him.  He 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  offering  prayers.  Children 
used  to  come  to  him  afxer  his  noon  prayer  for  study. 

People  including  Sultan  Mahmushah  II  (A.H.944/A.D.153V 
A*H.9b1/A.B*t553)  as  well  as  his  minister  Asafkhan 

used  to  frequent  this  convent  to  get  solution  of  their 

intricate  problems. - 

The  saint  died  on  25th  Ramzan  A.H.  903( A.D.1555) 

1 

and  lies  buried  in  Batwa.  He  left  behind  him  six  sons 
named  Sayyad  Latif  Muhammad,  Sayyad  *Aziz  Muhammad, 

Sayyad  Muhammad,  Sayyad  Mir  Muhammad,  Sayyad  Shah 

2L 

Hafidfi  and  Sayyad  Baud. 

Upto  tte  last  pie  in  his  house^  he  used  to 
practise  generosity.  It  is  so  said  that  a  poor  man 
hard-pressed  about  the  expenses  for  the  tmrriage 
ceremony  of  his  two  daughters  approached  the  saint 

1*  Sayyad  ^Abdnr  Rahman-  Manaqib-i-Burhani  (MS.) 
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for  help*  The  latter  instructed  his  son  to  give  over 
to  him  all  the  money  that  was  in  the  convent* 

Many  miracles  are  attributed  to  the  saint.  Once 
while  he  was  reading  the  Quran  at  night  in  the  light 
of  the  lamp,  the  oil  therein  was  exhausted  and  there 
was  no  other  one  in  the  convent*  The  inmates  were 
surprised  to  see  that  he  poured  water  into  the  lamp 

and  finished  up  the  reading  of  the  whole  text  of  the 

,  1 
Quran  in  the  light  that  continued  there  ty* 

His  eldest  son  Sayyad  Iatif  Muhammad  (b*A.H. 

956^/  A*D*1549-  d*A*H*1012^A*D*l603)  was  made  Sajtfada 

nashin*  The  ceremony  was  performed  and  conducted  by 

2 

his  preceptor  and  tut  or ^Sayyad  Mubarak.  He  was  known 
as  Yusuf- i-^fhani  as  he  was  very  handsome* 


1*  Sayyad  *Abdur-&athsin-  Manaqib-i-Burhani  (MS.) 

2*  He  was  av  well-known  saint  of  the  time*  He  lies 
buried  in  Mahmudabad  in  Kaira  (Miy^ha,  Muhammad  . 
Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan  Khatima^-i'Mirat-i-Ahmadi 

P* 
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sayyap  mmhdum  shaikh  saibh 

Sayyad  Makhdura  Shaikh  Saleh  was  born  at 

Anhilwad  Rattan  in  about  A.H.924  (A.D.1421).  He  was 

the  fifth  son  of  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-i-Alam*  He 

received  hie  education  from  his  father  and  studied 

under  him  the  Quran,  the  Hadith  and  the  Fiqh.  He  lived 

a  very  simple  life.  Once  Sultan  Muzaffarshah  Halim 

(A*B.1511-A»D.1525)  desired  to  pay  a  hp3y  visit  to  the 

saint  as  he  was  eager  to  know  the  ways  of  his  life* 

Having  sought  permission,  the  Sultan  went  to  his 

i  fU 

convent  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  atfee  treatment 

f  A 

he  received  from  him.  When  the  Sultan  entered  his  cell 

he  found  nothin  of  the  worldly  things.  The  Sultan 

apologised  for  the  biased  ideas  which  he  had  in  his 
1 

mind*  about  the  saint.  Thereafter  he  continued  to. hold 
him  in  great  respect  and  reverence  throughout  his  life* 


The  saint  died  on  Bhttlhajja  12,  A.H.  920 
(A*B. 151.4)  ani  lies  buried  on  the  west  side  of  the 

.  <_  i 

shrine  of  His  Holiness  Qutb-i-Alam  at  Batwa. 

2 

1.  Sa.yyad^Abdur- Rahman  alias  Shah  Budha-Manaqib-i- 
Burhani  (Ms.) 

2.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-Mirat-i- 
Ahmadl,  p.13. 
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He  was  an  accomplished  scholar  and  iras  an  Mob  co&tfa 


exoteric  and  spiritual 

Sayyad  Makhdura  was  given  a  S;arwa na  by  Sultan 


1 


Mahmud  Shah  (i*H#944-962/A.D.  1537-1554)  with  his  own 
2 

seal  £  It  is  as  under: 


>  -  In  accordance  with  the  fortunate,  auspicious 
and  elevated  order  (May  it  ever  remain  exalted),  this 
ffarwana  has  been  given  to  the  Effect  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Qutbabad  alias  Batwa  and  also  all  the 
Imams,  Qazis  and  karkuns  of  tie  great  city  of  Ahasdabad, 

Z- 

should  know  that  Had&rat  Shah  Shaikh  Jiv  had  conferred 
the  honour  of  succession  on  his  younger  sonjSayyad 


Muhammad  alias  Shah  Manjhala  who  waskilled  by  his 
(elder)  brother  named  Sayyad  Bada  on  that  account.  And 
it  has  been  gathered  from  the  eminent  Sayyads  and  the 
heads  of  this  family  that,  thereafter,  Shah  Shaikh  Jiv 
arranged  that  toe  banner  of  religious  headship  should 
pass  to  his  grandson  named  Sayyad  Salfih  Muhatmaad  and 

1  ♦  Muhammad  Qasim-  Darlich-i-FirishtaK,  Vol.-Ill,  p.444. 

2*  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Sayyad  Qutb-ud-Din 
who  is  at  present  in  charge  of  the  shrine  of  tte 
saint,  Qutb-i-ilam. 
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he  clothed  hira  with  the  hereditary  robe  (khirqa)  of 
succession  and  granted  him  permission  to  enrol 
disciples.  Therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  order 

i  —  £~  _  «_ 

issued  through  Masnad-i-Ali^Khan-i-Azam  Khudawan&khan 
should  now  establish  the  honour  of  headship  in  the 
name  of  Sayyad  Salih  Muhammad  in  the  first  month  of 
the  twelfth  year  of  our  accession  and  he  should  grant 
the  villages  as  detailed  below  to  the  Sayyad  Saleh 
Muhammad  for  the  maintenance  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  blessed  Rauzas  and  the  ’laagers*  there  and  he  should 
not  allow  others  any  hand  in  this  matter  written  on 
Shswwal  7  955  (November  9,  A*D.1548),  correspord ing 
to  the  beginning  of  the  12th  year  of  the  accession. 

Among  the  villages  mentioned  at  the  end  of  the  ’Barwana’ 
as  granted  by  the  Sultan  for  the  maintenance  of  tie 
dacred  monuments  at  Batwa  are  Hoha,  Darar,  Batwa, 

Ralol  and  Vanet . 
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SAYYAD  SHAH  AMIN  MUHAMMAD 

Sayyad  Shah  Amin  Muhammad  was  horn  at  Batwa 
in  about  A*H.844  (A*D*1441)*  He  was  the  seventh  son 
of  Sayyad  Burhanpud-Dln  Qutb-i-Alam.  He  got  his  early 
education  from  his  father  and  studied  religious  books 
under  him.  He  also  received  the  khirwa  and  the 
Khilafat  from  him. 

The  saint  died  in  A#H.  885  (A«D»  1481)  at 

Batwa  and  lies  buried  outside  the  shrine  of  his 
1 

father* 

It  is  said  that  on  the  night  of  his  burial 

his  younger  brother  Sayyad  Muhammad  Zahid  dreamt  a 

dream  in  which  his  elder  brother  requested  him  to 

take  out  gently  his  finger  fixed  between  two  planks 

of  the  coffin,  but  Zahid  did  not  care  for  getting 

it  interpreted.  He  saw  the  same  dream  thrice  and 

so  he  opened  the  grave  and  found  that  the  crushed 

2 

finger  of  his  brother  was  bleeding. 

1*  Sayyad ^bdur  Rahman  alias  Shah  ^udha-Ma^aqib-i- 
Burns ni  (MS.) 

^  ~ 

2#  Mirdha  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadf,  p.29. 
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SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD  ZAHID 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Zahid  was  born  at  Batwa  in 

A.H.848  (A.D*1445).  He  waa  the  eighth  aon  of  Quttesi- 

Algm.  He  received  hia  early  education  from  his  father 

who  continued  to  teach  several  religious  subjects 

1 

and  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Zahid  left  this  world  on  Shaban  6, 
A.H.S92  (A*D*1488)  and  lies  buried  in  Batwa.  He 
imparted  instruction  to  the  pupils  in  hia  monastery* 
There  are  several  legends  connected  with  the  life  of 
the  saint*  Once  a  cow  sold  to  a  butcher  fled  away  from 
him  and  went  to  the  monastery  of  the  saint*  The 
butcher  reached  there  for  the  demand  but  the  saint 
refused  to  hand  over  the  cow  to  him  as  he  thought's  he 
sought  shelter  with  him.  He  sent  him  back  quite 
satisfied  by  giving  him  a  big  sum  as  the  price  of  the 
cow*  From  that  day  the  saint  decided  not  to  touch 
meat.  In  commemoration  of  the  incident  nowadays 

1*  Sayyad  Jftbdur  Rahman  alias  Shah  Budha- 
Manaqib-i-Burhanl  (MS*) 

2*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  ^li  Muhammad  Khan- 
Khat imah-<vMir at -i- Ahmadi ,  p  .47 . 
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people  cannot  pay  a. holy  visit  to  hi s  shrine  after 

taking  the  meals  containing  meat ♦  It  is  also  said 

that  his  brother  Shah-i-Alam,  while  on  his  death-bed 

J 

called  the  saint  by  his  side  and  said,  "My  Rajaa-Jlv" 
saLutes  thee  and  expresses  the  desire  to  offer  thee 
the  keys  of  mysterious  treasures  with  me.  Sayyad 
Zahid  spoke  with  a  tremor  in  his  voice,  "What  shall 

Ido  with  the  treasure11?  Shah-i-Alam  said  in  a  joyful 

2 

tone,  "Indeed  you  are  true' to  your  name,  Sahid".  With 
these  words  having  drawn  him  near,  he  hugged  him  and 
gave  kisses  to  him* 


1  •  lit.  The  Royal  soul,  i.e.  God* 
2.  Lit.  "The  Pious". 
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SAYYAD  SHAH  SAISM 


Sayyad  Shah  Salem,  the  ninth  son  of  Qutb-i- 
A  lam  was  born  at  Batwa  in  about  A.H.  850  (A#D*t446). 
From  his  very  birth,  he  was  sielsy  so  his  mother 
requested  her  husband  to  pray  for  his  health*  Qutb-i- 
A  lam  said  that  there  was  nothing  to  worry  about;  he 
would  turn  out  to  be  a  healthy  man  with  strong  will¬ 
power  and  would  be  the  father  of  several  children. 

And  ultimately  it  came  true. 

i 

Sayyad  Shah  Salem  studied  the  Quran,  the 

Fiqh  and  the  Haditji  under  his  father  and  also  received 

the  khirqa  from  his  brother^  Shah- i~Alam. 

He  led  a  simple  life  and  used  to  work  as 

the  Imam  at  the  mosque  of  Batwa.  He  died  on  the  ^th 

& 

of  the  month  Shaban;  the  year  is  not  known  and^lies 

buried  to  the  east  of  the  Qutbiya  shrine# 

.  1 
He  was  very  fond  of  Sama  and  singing  Qawwalis. 

Several  times  he  fell  into  ecstasy  and  remained  in 

2 

that  condition  even  for  four  days. 


1.  Mirdfta  Mmhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad-  KbatimaK-/  - 
Mirat-i-Ahmadl,  p.29» 

2.  SayyadjAbdur  Rahman  alias  Shah  Budha-Manaqib-i- 
■Burhinl ,  (MS.) 
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There  is  nothing  noteworthy  about  the  remaining 

(>  i- 

sons  of  Qutb-i-Alam  except  about  Shah-i-Alam  whose 
biography  will  follow  in  the  next  chgpter* 
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piaorgiEss  or  qutb-i^alam  lies  buried  ih  ahmedabad 

MUM  U'JHMM  sham-i-burhani 

4  - 

Sayyad  Uthman  entitled  Shaia-i-Burhani  was  born 
in  Badoli.  He  received  his  early  education  from  his 
father  Sayyad  Alam  who  was  an  eminent  saint  of  the 
time. 

Sayyad  Uthman  left  his  native  place  at  an 
early  age  for  Ahmadabad  where  he  stayed  with  Sayyad 
Burhan-ud-Bin  Qutb-i-Alam  and  imbibed  spiritual 

knowledge  from  him*  The  latter  bestowed  upon  him  the 

1 

khirqa .  He  passed  the  major  part  of  his  life  in  the 
service  of  the  preceptor.  As  he  was  very  eloquent 
he  was  chosen  to  preach  religious  doctrines  to  the 
followers.  Sayyad  Uthman,  as  a  result,  had  a  very 
big  number  of  admirers  in  a  very  short  tiwe*  So  t fee 
preceptor  advised  him  to  have  his  separate  convent 
and  have  his  separate  group  for  the  propagation  of 
the  sect*  Accordingly,  Sayyad  settled  at  Baha-ud- 
Dinpur  on  the  north  aidd  of  the  river  Sabarmati  and 

1*  Muhammad  Qasim  bin  Shah  Budha-3?absiraiu-l- 
Matalib  (MS.) 
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before  long  the  little  village  with  thin  population 

developed  into  a  thickly  populated  town  so  much  so 
that  the  original  inhabitants  complained  before  him 

about  the  inconvenience  to  which  they  were  reduced. 

So  the  Sayyad  left  the  place  and  pitched  a  woollen 
tent  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  It  so  happened 
that  one  day  he  went  to  the  river  for  his  ablution 
and  desired  to  take  water  from  it  for  his  wife  for 
the  same  purpose.  But  he  had  no  vessel  with  him.  At  the 
very  time  a  Hindu  boy  named  Gadadhar  happened  to 
pass  by  him  with  a  brass  jug.  The  Sayyad  having 
borrowed  it  from  him  filled  it  with  water  and  took  it 
to  his  tent.  While  returning  it  to  the  boy  he  advised 
him  to  have  his  abode  in  his  neighbourhood  but  the 
boy  refused  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  in  that  case 
he  would  not  have  any  income  for  his  livelihood .  So  fa 
“Grd'to  the  river  with  the  jugu*  The  boy  on  dipping 

it  ;f  ound  it  full  of  gold  coins.  He  ran  to  his  father 

i  >  . 

with  it  and  having  handed  it  over  to  him,  narrated 

i 

what  bad  happened.  So  to  fulfil  the  desire  of  the 
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saint,  the  father  shifted  the  residence  to  the 

I 

place  suggested  byhim  and  in  the  course  of  time  the 

( 

place  developed  into  a  hamlet  which  was  named  after 

him  Uthmanpur  whose  location  is  now  near  the  well- 

known  Gujarat  Vidyaplth  established  by  Mahatma 
_  1 

Gandhi ji  in  Ahmahabad. 

The  saint  died  in  A.H.863  (A*B*1458)  and  lies 
buried  in  Uthmanpur. 

Sultan  Mahmud. Shah  Begada  (A#H.863-917/A*D* 

1459-1511)  built  a  mosque  and  a  mausoleum  there  to 

2 

commemorate  the  saint* 

The  saint  Shah-i-*Alam  held  him  in  so  great  a 
respect  and  once  on  a  suitable  occasion  addressed 

,  _  -  3 

him  as  $ham-i-Burh&niA  by  which  name  thereafter  he 
became  known. 

Sayyad  Uthman  lived  a  life  of  voluntary  poverty. 
When  his  grandson,  Sayyad  Mam  was  bethrothed  to  tte 
daughter  of  Shaikh  Baud  (grandson  of  Shaikh  Kan-i-  * 
Shakar,  a  well-known  saint  of  Anhilwad  Pattan,  who 


1*  Sher  Qane-  Tahf  at-ul-Kiranv,  p  *20 , 

2*  Maula'wi  Abu  Tui-ab  Muhammad-Mahbubzi  Almanan- 
/  Tadhkira^-i-Awliya-i-Beccan,  p*72.  *■ 

3*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jaiar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS*) 
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was  very  affluent),  the  saint’s  attention  was  drawn 
by  one  of  the  inmates  of  his  convent  to  the  unsuita¬ 
bility  of  the  match  between  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

Never  mind41,  said  the  Sayyad.  ®The  blessings  of 
Qutb-i-Alam  will  give  what  is  required.1*  An d  havirg 
said  so  he  went  outside  the  shrine  of  his  preceptor 
and  offered  prayers.  Suddenly  he  heard  a  mysterious 
voice  saying,  ''Brother,  what  is  this  poverty?  Go 
and  spend  as  much  as  is  required.  I  have  given  thee 
the  same  hidden  treasure  that  I  had  given  to  my  son 
Miyan  Manjhla  (i.e*  Shah-i-jAlam)*1  Immediately  after 
this  Sayyad  returned  to  his  convent  and  having  called 
one  of  the  inmates  to  himself  instructed  him  to  go  to 
the  river  bank  and  to  brirg  money  put  at  a  particular 

place  as  suggested  by  the  voice.  In  this  way  he  had 

1 

no  financial  difficulty  upto  the  end  of  his  life. 

The  Sayyad  produced  a,  number  of  works  on 

religious  subjects,  one  of  which  is  entitled  Madiriju- 
H 

1-1’jarij.  He  composed  poems,  under  the  nora-de -plume 
Uthman. 

1*  *Ali  Sher  Qane-  Tahf atu-l-Kira*^  p*20. 
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The  following'  ghazal  serves  as  an  illustration: 


cf~> />  J  Of  cr/7 

o<) u>L s?>/)  ^  ^ 


's 


i>  IW>  tf.  ^  ^ 


1  «  Mirsa  Muhammad  111  Muhammad  Khan-  Khirtima-i- 
Mir^t-i-ihmadl ,  p.32-33* 
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SHAIKH  ALL  KHAIPIB 

Shaikh  Ali  better  known  as  Khatib  kept  himself 

engaged  in  the  devotion  to  God  from  the  age  of  twelve. 

He  abstained  from  food  obtained  by  manual  labour  and 

so  he  lived  on  fruits  and  wild  herbs.  For  twelve  years 

this  condition  continued  until  at  last  he  heard  the 

halleluiah  of  the  seraphim.  About  his  initiation  into 

the  sect  it  is  so  said  that  once  when  he  was  going  to 

the  bank  of  the  Sabarmati  to  offer  his  prayer  according 

*  _ 

to  usual  practice?  he  was  accosted  by  a  mystic,  * Alii 
Be  a  Muslim*.  The  Shaikh  not  understanding  the  meanir^ 
of  this  mysterious  utterance,  increased  his  physical 
mortification  and  rigid  ascetism.  Another  time  when  he 
was  passing  by  the  same  place  with  the  same  object  he 
saw  the  mystic  distribute  cooked  food  among  people.  To 
his  surprise  he  ran  up  to  him  and  threw  down.  Then  he  sat 
on  his  chest  and  thrust  a  morsel  into  his  mouth  with 
every  blow  that  he  continued  to  give.  Ultimately,  he 
left  him  there  with  the  words  ttGo  away,  £ll  and  be  a 
Muslim* . 

The  Shaikh  panting  and  covered  with  dust  returned 
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home  and  fell.  down. in  a  swoon#  But,  when  he  came  to 
his  senses, .Jihe  meaning  of  that  mystic  utterance 
occurred  to  his  heart  #"He  determined  t.o  "become  the 
'disciple  of  some  saint#  At  .that  time  Hazrat  Sayyad 

p 

Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-I-Ala®  and  Hazrat  Shaikh  Ahmad 

*  P 

2  .  - 

Khattu  Ganj-Bakhsh  were  well-known  in  Ahmedabad#  As 

the  former  tolerated  music,  he  would  not  go  to  him. 

So  he  went  by  a  buEock-cart  to  Sarkhej  to  wait  on 
Hazrat  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  danj-Bakhsh.  But  the  oxen 
stood  still  on  the  way  and  a  mysterious  hand  pulled 
the  Shaikh  by  the  collar^  "Let  the  beasts  have  their 
will, 11  exclaimed  the  Shaikh,  and  the  cart  was  drawn 
towards  the  convent  of  Hazrat  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din 
.Qutb-i-Alaml  The  saint  was  sitting  at  meals  with  his 
disciples  v.hen  the  Shaikh  reached  there.  He  was  .given 
a  portion  of  food.  Love  for  the  Shaikh  was  kindled  in 
his  heart  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  convent  as  ons 
of  the  disciples# 

.The  saint  died  at  the  age  of  73  on  14th  Rabiul- 

Awwal,  And  lies  buried  in  the  locality  called  Qadanpur 

^  3 

in  Ahmadabad. 

1#  Vide,  p#  2*  Vidp,jp#-?r*< 

3#  Mirtcftia  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhamnadkhan-KhatimaJ!i-/,~ 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,p#93(>Ierai&n) —  contdd#  23S##* 
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SHAIKH  SIRAJ 

Shaikh  sir aj ,  the  successor  of  Shaikh  *Ali  Kbatib 
was  born  at  Ahmadabad.  He  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge 
from  his  father  who  was  the  Khalifa  of  Sayyad  Burhan- 

Ud-Din  Qutb-i-Alam.  He  died  in  A.h.  958  (A.D.1552)  and 

r 

1 

was  buried  at  the  place  called  Manjhuri  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  was  a  physician  and  continued  his  medical  practice 
even  when  he  was  known  as  a  great  sufi. 

Once  the  saint  Shan-i-Alam  said  to  him  in 
presence  of  Sultan  Mahmud  Begaaa^ttA  time  will  come  when 
the  Sultan  will  require  your  services  for  the  psycholo¬ 
gical  treatment  of  himself.  Wilt  thou  cure  him?"  And 
it  so  happened  that  a  servant  of  the  Sultan  fell  ill. 

The  Shaikh  was  called  and  he  treated  him  successfully, 

thou 

He  then  said  to  the  patient,  nWhen  next^dost  wait  on 

the  Sultan,  tell  him  to  remember  the  saint’s  remark 

$ 

about  the  treatment  of  his  brain.11 


Contdd*  from  p237... 

-Sayyad  Iraimu-d-Din-  Barkatu-l-Awliya,  p,122. 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Khstioiah-i- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.94; 

Sayyad  Imamu- d-Bin  Barkattl-l^Awliya,  p.122*, 

2.  Mirzav^uhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  iviirat-i- 
Ahmadi,  p*94. 
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When  Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  heard  much  about  the 
skill  of  the  saint  Shaikh  Siraj  in  the  medical  treat¬ 
ment ,  he, accompanied  by  the  noble  Aminu-B-Hulk  went 
to  pay  a  holy  visit  to  him.  When  they  reached  the 

vicinity  of  the  monastery,  Aminu-l-Mulk  proceeded  in 

( 

advance  to  inform  the  saint  about  the  arrival  ofbhe 

f 

Suit  an.  The  saint  was  sitting  in  an  old  crazy  cot.  He 
expressed  his  joy  at  it.  When  the  Sultan  got  in,  the 
saint  .greeted  him.  In  the  course  of  the  talk  that 
ensued,  the  Sultan  requested  the  saint  to  give  him  the 
proper  guidance  of  living  a  life  leading  to  salvation. 

The  saint  told  him  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  for 
a  king  to  devote  his  heart  and  soul  exclusively  to 
the  service  of  God.  But  the  Sultan  with  honest  single¬ 
ness  of  purpose  said  that  he  was  ready  even  to  give  up 
his  royal  dignity  for  his  soul's  gooa;  and  the  saint 
assured  of  his  earnestness  said  that  though  one  hour 
of  his  righteous  life  as  a  king  was  equal  to  a  year  of 
devotion  as  a  saint,  he  would  send  him  his  advice  in 
the  course  of  the  following  day  on  which  he  was  to  act 
without  doubt  or  question.  The  -Sultan  entrusted  the 
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duty  of  conveying  this  maaage  to  Aminu-l-MulJi  and  went 
away.  The  message  with  which  the  saint  charged  that 
nobleman  was  of  a  nature  to  put  to  the  severest  test 
the  Sultan’s  devotion  to  and  faith  in  holy  men.  He 
asked  for  a  high  post  in  the  r  cyal  service,  near  the 
Sultan’s  person  namely  the  post  of  the  Chief  Officer  of 
revenue  and  accounts.  The  Shaikh  girded  a  sword  and 


went  to^court  on  horse-back.  He  was  formally  invested 

by  the  Sultan  with  the  dress  of  honour. 

After  performing  his  duties  for  some  time  the 

Shaikh  requested  the  Sultan  to  be  given  quarters  near 

him  and  this  also  having  been  done  he  started  to  live 

near  the  Sultan’s  private  apartments.  The  people  of 

Ahmadabad  lost  all  faith  in  the  saint  and  began  to 

speak  of  him  openly  as  a  designing  impostor.  But  the 

real  motive  of  the  Shaikh  in  doing  all  this  was  to  test 

Sultan’s  faith  as  well  as  to  give  him  spiritual  teaching, 

unobserved  by  the  world.  After  some  time  when  he  found 

that  the  Sultan  had  made  himself  perfect  in  all  has  ways 

he  sought  his  leave  with  a  request  never  to  meet  him 

1 

again  and  disappetafcid  May  the  mercy  of  Allah  be  on 

such  saintsl _ £  - _ 

1*  MLrza)  Muhamna  d  H^san  Ali  Muhammadkhan-Khatima^-i- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadl.  o.Qi. 
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SAYYAD  KHONDMIR  URAIZI 

1 

Sayyad  Khondmir  Uraizi  waa  born  in  Anhilwad 

Patten.  Hia  father's  name  waa  Sayyad  Budha  bin  Sayyad 

—  2  ^ 

SJaqub  Uraizi*  Hia  mother  BibI  Jiva  was  thedaughter  of 

( 

.  MaudLaria  Ziya  who  was  a  righteous  and  perfect  gentleman* 

She  brought  up  Sayyad  Khondmir,  tenderly.  Whenever  she 

nursed  him,  she  used  to  pray  to  God,  *May  this  child 

turn  up  to  be  virtuous,  otherwise  may  his  soul  pass 
3 

away  l  11 

Sayyad  Khondmir  received  his  education  in  the 
Quran,  the  Fiqh  and  the  Hadith  as  well  as  Khilafat 
from  his  uncle  Sayyad  Shadi  bin  Yaqub* 

When  Sayyad  Khondmir  was  two  years  and  a  half 
old  his  father  breathed  his  last  and  he  was  brought  up 
by  his  mother  and  his  uncle.  When  he  reached  ohe  age 
of  twelve  years,  his  uncle  died,  ;go,  on  account  of 
the  old  quarrel  between  his  father  and  another  uncle, 

Sayyad  Khondmir  had  to  leave  Anhilwid  Pattan  for 

1*  Uraiz  is  a  valley  near  Madina  so  he  was  called  uraizi. 

2*  She  was  a  virtuous  and  pious  woman.  She  lies  buried 
at  ^ibipura,  a  locality  in  Saraspur  (Ahmedabad). 

3.  Mamlam  Abu  Turafa  Muhammad-  Mahbubzi  AlmTnan- 
2adhkira%i-Awliya ,p.31 6;  Mirzfi  iliMuhammadkhan- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p#65. 
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Ahmadabad  where  he  and  his  mother  settled*  Thereafter, 

he  prosecuted  his  studies  of  religious  subjects  under 

r- 

His  Holiness  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-i~Alam  and 
Shaikh  *Abdul  Fath. 

Sayyad  Khondmlr  imparted  knowledge  to  the 

students  of  his  convent  and  took  up  the  work  of 

propagation  of  Islam  in  Ahmadabad* 

The  saint's  soul  passed  away  to  another  world 

on  Rabi^II  14,  874  (A«D«1469)  and  lies  buried  at 

Bibipur  in  Saraspur,  a  suburb  of  Ahmadabad  by  the  wide 
1 

of  his  mother* 

Sayyad  Khondrair  used  to  say  that  he  had  divided 

the  blessings  which  he  had  received  from  his  preceptor 

into  three  parts;  one  for  himself;  another  for  his 

children  and  the  third  for  good  people  in  general* 

L-  - 

Malik  Shaban,  the  vazrr  of  Sultan  Ahmad  (A#B* 

•1410-A*D#1442)  had  implicit  faith  in  Khondmlr  but  his 
official  engagements  prevented  him  from  paying  homage 
to  him  regularly*  Therefore,  he  used  to  depute  his 

2 

son-in-tew,  Malik  Khushbash  to  the  saint  for  the  same. 

1*  Mauila  vi  A buTur&b  Muha mmad-Ma  hbub zi  Aim  ana n-  T  ad hkir  a- i- 

Awliya-i-Beccan,  p.3l6*_ 

2*  Mirza  ^uhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammadkhan-  Khatimah-i- 
Mirit-i-Ahmadi,  p*66, 
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DlSOIPHaS  Off  QUTB-I-ALAM  IH  AMHIIMD  PACTAM 

-  t 

SHAH  HASA  N  FAQIH  &AUHULWARA  ■ 

Shah.  Hasan  was  born  at  Anhilwad  Patten.  He  was 
the  son  of  Qaziul-Alam  Qutb-ud-Din  who  had  migrated  to 
India  from  Samarkand*  Shah  Hasan  studied  religious 
subjects  undef  his  learned  father  and  uncle  and  was 

well-versed  in  the  interpretation  of  the  verses  of  the 

■  JL 

Quran,  the  Haditja  and  the  Piqh.  He  was  the  favourite 

disciple  of  the  great  saint^Sayyad  Burhanud-Bin  Qutb-i- 

Alara^  who  addressed  him  as  Gaupulwara . 

I 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  also  appreciated  his  visit 
to  his  convent.^ 

Shah  Hasan  died  in  A*H*849  (A#D#1445)  and  was 

buried  near  the  tank  called  Khan  Sarovar  in  Anhilwad 
3 

Pattan* 

,  He  established  a  small  madrasa  at  Anhilwad  Pattan 

i 

and  showed  great  zeal  for  convertir^  Hindus  into  Islam* 

1 .  Vide  ,  p  »/4  £ 

2#  Sayyad  Hasiru-d-Bin  Muhammad-  Marhamat  nama-i-B^^ayiya 
5*  Shaikh  fftahammad  Qasim-  Qasida-i-»Qasimi  (MS*)  v 
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SHAIKH  ABDJL-LADIg 


Shaikh  Abdul- Latif ,  the  favourite  diaciple  of 
the  saint  Qutb-i-iilam  was  born  in  Anhilwad  Pattan. 

He  took  his  early  education  from  his  father 

_  1  j  i 

Shaikh  Jamal  bin  Siraju-d-Bin  and  studied  the  Quran, 
the  Hadith  and  the  Fiqh  under  his  precept  or# 

Shaikh  established  a  nfcdrasa  in  Anhilwad  Pattan 


and  imparted  education  to  the  pupils  studying  there # 

(  „ 

At bt he  time  of  his  death  on  Shaban  20  ,  877 


( A#D#1?72) ,  he  called  to  his  side  his  disciple^  Sayyad 

2 

Kablr-ud-Mn  Ahmad  Jahanshah  and  said,  "I  will  be  in 
this  world  for  next  thirteen  days;  when  I  shall  breathe 
mylast ,  I  should  be  given  the  funeral  bath  by  four 


persons  namely,  you,  yourself,  my  son,  Sadr-ud-Din 
and  Jalal  Muhammad  Bhura*  My  book  Risala-i-Muaddib-i- 


Burhani  should  be  kept  by  the  side  of  my  grave”# 

On  Ramzan  4,  8?9  (A.H#1472) ,  he  died  while  he 


1*  He  was  the  disciple  of  Makhdum-i-Jahaniya  Jahangashta 
and  had  come  to  Anhilwad  Pattan  in  A#H#837  (A#D#1433) 
and  died  in  A*H.845( A#D#1441 );  he  lies  buried  in 
Anhilwad  Pattan-  (Shaikh  ^bdul- latif-  Lataif-i- 
Burhaniya5  Lataifu-l-Atika^wal  Arbainiya  (MS#) 

2.  Vide,  p.  * 

3#  He  is  known  as  Shaikh  Sadan;  he  lies  buried  at 
Anhilwad  Pattan-  (Mirza  ^li  Muhammad  Khan- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadl,  p#77#) 
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was  performing  the  rakat  of  the  Isha  prayer. 

The  burial  ceremony  was  completed  according  to 
his  own  instruction  but  the  above-mentioned  four  did 
not  remember  to  lay  the  book  near  the  grave.  When  they 
started  to  return,  an  invisible  voice  reminded  them 
of  it. 

His  tomb  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Khan 
1 

Sarpvar  at  Anhilwad  Fattan. 

The  saint  was  very  fond  of  reading  over  again  and 
again  the  books  like  Jawahiru-l-Jalaliya  written  by 
iSayyad  Sharfu-l-Haqq  Al-Husain  Mashhad! ,  Mahaqibu-1- 
Qutbiya  by  Qazi  Shsrfu-d-Lin,  Risala-i-Mak^kiya  by 
Qutbu-l-Minnatu-l-wa-d-Din  Damishq0  and  Futuhat-i- 

C  (  — 

Makkiya  by  the  famous  sufi  Ibn-i-Arabi.  The  saint 

himself  wrote  seyeral  voluminous  works*  His  Lataif-i-'  - 
2 

Burhaniya  was  completed  within  sixteen  days  on  $hil 

Qada  24,  859  (A*D.1456).  He  dedicated  it  to  his  preceptor 

,r  t  i 

Sayyad  Burhanu-d-Bin  Qutb-i-Alam.  Hisother  worKsaa?^ 

_ _ ; _ / _ _ 

1*  Sayyad  Kablru-d-Bln  Ahmad  Jehanshah-Basturu-l- 
Khilefat  (MS.) 

2*  Its  full  name  is  lataif-i-Burhaniya  Fi  Lataifu-l- 
'atekaf  wal  arbgkniya.  There  is  a  MS.  copy  of  it  in 
the  Fir  Muhammadshah  Library  (Ahmedabad). 
g-y  Vido , 
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3  _  4 

Manquru-l-Khilefat ,  Zadu-l-aahiqin  and  Tar  girt/- Burba  niya. 
The  last  one  ia  the  coHeotioa  of  the  sayings  of  his 

5  L-  — 

preoeptor.  The  Zad-ul-Ashiqin  became  very  popular  and 
so  many  commentaries  have  been  written  on  it,  amorg 

*-  4-  __  — 

which  -Chere  BEe  Minnat-ul^-Arifih  by  Sayyad  Ahmad  Shirazi 

and  Halawat-ul-Arifin.by  Shaikh  Abd-ul-Ghani  are  well- 

known,  A  number  of  miracles  have  been  attributed  to 

Shaikh  ^Abd-ul-lat if.  He  never  accepted  anything  in  cash 

or  kind  from  anyone*  Once  in  his  house  there  was  nothing 

to  eat  ana  his  wife  brought  the  matter  to  his  notice* 

At  that  time  he  consoled  her  by  quoting  the  words  of 

the  Prophet  ,  *  and  took  her  to  his 

cell  where  she  was  surprised  to  see  heaps  of  precious 

stones  and  pots  containing  liquid  gold  in  place  of  those 

that  she  had  put  full  of  water.  He  told  her  to  take  as 

much  as  she  needed.  She  removed  from  there  to  her  place 

only  pots  and  then  contents  continued  to  be  spent  by 

(7) 

the  descendants  upto  A* H.1042{A*LU1632) . 


3*  MS  copy  is  with  Sayyad  Pyaresaheb  belonging  to 
Anhilwad  Pattan, 

4.  "  ^ 

5#  Sayyad  Maqbu-l~Alam^umat-i-Shahiya  V0L*V,MS. 

6,  There  are  MS,  couples  of  both  ,  in  Pir  Muhammadshah 

Dargah  library  of  Ahmedabad. 

?  Lit  ."Poverty  is  my  pride"  r 
@  Mirza  ^li  Muhammadkhan-  Mirit-i-Ahmadi,p«77. 
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SAYYAD  AHMAD  JAHA3&HAH 

Sayyad  Ahmad  Jahanshah  was  born  on 
Ramjsanu-l-Mubarak  27,  789  (A«D*1387)  at  Mecca. 

His  father  was  Sayyad  Taju-d-Din,  the  son  of 

'  .  ji  „  . 

Sayyad  Nasir-ud-Din  G-au^ulwara*  His  mother^Bibi  Raji 

Firdaus  was  the  daughter  of  Sayyad  ^ la -ua~Din  ^li 
bin  Sayyad  Sad-ud-Bin  who  led  a  pious  life. 

When  Sayyad  Ahmad  was  only  a  child,  his  father 
died;  so  with  his  mother  he  proceeded  to  Manekpur 
where  he  studied  Arabic  and  the  Quran  under  a  learned 
maulawL.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  uttering  different 
attributes  of  the  Almighty  even  while  he  was  engaged 
in  play  with  children.  Once  it  so  happened  that  the 
city  was  infected  with  plague  and  the  people  were 
reduced  to  a  helpless  condition;  so,  some  of  them 
approached  *Abdul  Wahid  Chishti,  the  popular  saint 
then  and  implored  him  for  praying  God  to  save  them 
from  the  calamity.  The  saint  sat  in  the  muraqaba 
and  it  was  revealed  to  him  to  advise  them  to  approach 
the  child,  Sayyad  Ahmad  who  was  in  a  position  to 
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avert  the  danger  ao  they  sat  out  in  search  of  him'  and 


ultimately  found  him  out.  They  requested  him  entreating 


-Jy  to  pray  God  for  their  immunity  from  the  calamity* 


Having  heard  t he nt  patient ly; the  boy  asked  for  an  axe 
and  on  being  applied  with  the  same,  he  ran  up  into 


the  jungle  nearby*  All  people  followed  him.  With  the 
first  stroke  of  the  axe  on  a.  big  piece  of  stone,. water 
gushed  out  and  having  turned  to  the  people  told  them 


to  return  to  the  city  as  they  became  immune  from  the 

.  1 

epidemic.  And  really  it  became  so. 

When  he  was  but  a  youth,  his  mother  died;  so, 

2 

he  left  Manekpur  for  tfchh  where  he  attached  himself  to 

5 

Sayyad  Sadr-ud-Dln  Muhammad  Raju  Qattal  Suhrawardy  as 
ore  of  hia  disciples#  After  some  time  he  started  to 


go  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  via  Gujarat  and  handed  over 

to  the  saint^  Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-i-Alam  at  Anhilwad 

Battan,  the  blanket  that  was  the  prophet's  relic 

5 

received  by  him  from  the  preceptor*  Qutb-i-Alam 


1.  Sayyad  Abdur-Razzaq-  Manaqib-i- Ahmad  J$hS nshata(MS) 

2.  Vide  ,  p.  \4  3 

3.  Vide ,p.  m 

4.  Videfp.  I? t  _ 

5.  Mirza  Ali  Muhammad  khen-Mirat-i-A'amadi ,p .1 1 1 ; 

Sayyad  tAbdur-Razzal^-«ianaqib-i- Ahmad  jjjhanshah(MS) 
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introduced  Sayyad  Ahmad  to  his  uncle  Sayyad  Muhamna  d 
Khuda  Bakhsh  who  invited  him  to  his  house  and  kept 
him  with  hirnself  for  some  days*  Meanwhile  he  settled 
his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Makhdum  A  lam  Ismail 
who  was  instructed  by  the  Prophet  in  a  dream  to  do  so. 

Sayyad  Ahmad  made  a  halt  there  for  five  months 
more  with  his  wife  and  set  forth  to  complete  his  aim, 
and  passed  twelve  years  in  Mecca  and  Madina*  One 
night  during  that  period  the  Prophet  appeared  to  him 
in  a  dream  and  said  to  him,  ,l  My  soni  Return  to 
Naharwala  and  serve  the  people  of  Grujarat;  whosoever 
looketh  at  thee,  God  will  forgive  his  sins  and  whoso- 

cn 

ever  peyeth  visits  to  thee,  his  place  shall  be  the 

paradise;  and  whosoever  visiteth  thy  tomb  shall  have 

I 

redemption  on  the  day  of  resurrection.11 

Accordingly,  Sayyad  Ahmad  returned  to  Anhilwad 
Fatten  with  three  hundred  followers  who  joined  him 
.  '  on  the  way.  He  lived  at  the  Lunsawada  Street  in 

1.  Mirza  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i-Ahraadi ,p*76; 

*Abdur  Razzaq-  Manaqib-i-Sayyad  Ahmad  J&hanshah  (MS) 
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Anhilwad  Pattan  till  hi  a  death.  The  saint^Qutb-i-Alara 

1 

and  hia  a on^  Shah-i-Alam  were  in  Anhilwad  Fattan  at 
that,  time.  They  respected  him  as  they  had  once  seen 
him  in  a  dream  lie  in  the  lap  of  the  Prophet  as  if 
he  was  his  beloved  son. 

The  great  saint  died  on  Bhiil-Hajj  9,  599  (A*D. 

1494)  and  lies  buried  in  the  mosque  near  hia  residential 

2 

place. 

'  So  many  miracles  of  Sayyad  Ahmad  are  found 
recorded  in  books.  Once  it  so  happened  that  a  man 
dead-drunk  waa  virulent  in  hia  abuses  to  local  people 

and  the  saint.  The  eyes  of  Sayyad  Ahmad  fell  on  him* 

He  approached  him  and  said,  wThe  Almighty  desires  that 

you  should  he  guided  to  the  true  path.1*  These  words 

had  worderful  influence  on  the  ma  he  knelt  down 

before  the  saint.  After  that  time  numerous  followers 

3 

gathered  together  round  him. 

The  saint  was  the  author  of  several  works  like 

Safltatu-l-Ansab  and  Dasturu-l-Khilaf at-Pi  ifcdab-i- 
4 

Mashikht ,  all  of  which  are  in  Persian. 

1*  Vide,  p. ^ 

2*  ibdur  ^azzaq-Manijib-i-Sayyad  Ahmad  J^hinshah  (MS) 

Mirza  All  Muhamna  d  Khan- Mir  at -i- Ahmad  i  ,p*77 . 

Contdd..*  251  ♦  • 
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SAYYAD ...g AbIr-UD-SI N  AHMAD  SHAIKH  JB HAM 


\ 

Sayyad  Kabir-ud~Din  Ahmad  was  born  in  Anhilwad 
Pattan  m  A.H*  d$Q  (A*D#  1494)*  He  was  the  son  of  the 
great  sufi, Sayyad  Jfesir-ud-Din.  Mahmud  bin  aayyad 
Ahmad  J&hanshah.  He  acquired  his  primary  education 
from  his  father  and),  studied  ether  religious  subjects 
under  other  learned  people  of  Anhilwad  Rattan.  His 

father  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa* 

Sultan  Muzaffarshah  of  Gujarat  { A*H*917/A*D. 

1511-A.H*932/A*D*1526)  and  Sherkhan  Fauladi,  the 

governor  of  Anhilwad  lattan  were  staunch  supporters 

of  the  Mahdawiya  Sect  and  the  saint  openly  declared 

the  followers'  of  that  sect  as  heretics.  Sherkhan 

could  not  tolerate  it.  Ig  A*H#932  (A*D.152b),  he 

chopped  off  the  saint’s  head  with  a  sword,  Qne  day 

while  he  was  engaged  in  offering  prayers.  He  was 

buried  at  Anhilwad  Pattan.  He  was  a  learned  man  and 

was  the  author  of  several  books  among  which  one  was 
1 

Ma  ni  z  i  lu- 1-  Aw  liy  a  • 

Gontd.i  from  250*. 

3*  ^Abdu^HazzaqTManaqib-i-Sayyad  Ahmad  J&hanshah  (MS) 

4 *  Their  MS  copies  are  with  Sayyad  Piyaresaheb  CrUlam 
Muhammad  Jethanshah;  one  of  the  descendants  of  the 
saint  living  in  Anhilwad  Pattan* 

1*  Sayyad  ^Abdur  Razzaq-Manaqib-i-Ahmad  J«thanshah  (MS) 
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SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD  SHAH-I-ADAM  -  HIS  DESCBMPAMTS 
AMD  HIS  DISGIPIBS 

SAYYAD  MUHAMMD  SHAH-I-ALAM 

Sayyad  Muhammad,  better  known  as  &hah-i-Alam 

c 

the  son  of  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Bin  Qut b-i-Alam  was  born 

pi? 

on  Monday,  7th  |il  Qada  817  (18th  January  A#D*1415)  at 
1 

Anhilwad  Pattan. 

Onoe  while  Sayyad  Muhammad  was  a  child/  it  so 

happened  that  Amir  Sayyadani,  a  well-known  saint  of 

the  time  met  his  father  at  his  residential  place  and 

* 

in  the  course  of  the  talk,  he  referred  to  his  son^ 

Sayyad  Muhammad  in  the  following  words  of  the  dialect 
of  uchh. 

J?  i  (f?.*  s>]y%rJ.  2 

At  about  the  same  time^  Amir  Sayyad  Kamal 
Qazwini-, the  local  saint  happened  to  be  the  guest  of 
his  father  and  had  an  op jaortunity  to  see  Sayyad 

1.  Sayyad ,  Muhammad  Qasim-  Safi pat -us-Sad  at  (Ms); 

Mirza  ^li  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,@*37  * 

2* "This  boy  is  the  saint  of  India"  -Sayyad  Muhammad 
F&far-  Sad-Hikayit  (MS) 
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Muhammad  while  the  latter  was  engrossed  in  pishing 
with  other  urchins.  All  of  a  sudden,  the  boy  hearing 
a  cry  of  a  woman  coming  from  the  neighbouring  house, 
uttered 

When  these  words  struck  to  -she  ears  of  Amir 
Sayyad  Karaal  Qazwini,  he  ran  up  to  him  and  kissed  his 

forehead  saying,  ”You  will  turn  out  to  be  a  great 

_  ti»y 

saint  and  the  family  of  Makhdum-i-Jahaflan  will  be 

v  fs 

1 

celebrated  throughout  the  world. 

Before  Sayyad  Muhammad  reached  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  acquired  mastery  over  various 
branches  of  learning  as  well  as  Persian  and  Arabic. 

He  learnt  ethics  and  theology  from  Mau/Lana  Junaiki. 

He  had  to  the  memory  the  whole  of  the  Qui?an.  Once 
when  Sultan  Ahmadshah  ( A#D#14lO-1442)  paid  a  holy 

t. 

visit  to  Qutb-i-Alam,  Sayyad  Muhammad  happened  to  be 
there.  The  Sultan  inquired  of  the  saint  how  far  the 

1*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Maqbul-i~Alam-Jumafc-i-Shahiya(MS) 
2*  Sayyad  %hammad  Jafar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS) 
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boy  studied  religious  subjects.  The  father  requested 
the  Sultan  to  examine  him;  so  the  latter  desired  to 
know  from  him  the  interpretation  of  the  verse 

The  boy*s  answer  was  so  complete  that  the  Sultan  was 
1 

greatly  elated. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  received  his  khirqa  and 

khilaf  at  of  the  Suhrawardiya  Order  from  his  father 

who  also  instructed  him  to  approach  Shaikh  Ahmad 

2 

Khattu  to  accept  the  Maghribiya  Order.  So  in  A.H. 
654  (A*D.1430)^  he  proceeded  on  foot  from  Asawal  to 
Sarkhej  where  the  Shaikh  had  his  abode.  The  latter 
hearing  about  his  arrival,  sent  to  him  a  piece  of 
leather  to  sit  on,  but  -Sayyad  Muhammad  on  account  of 
the. respect  for  the  Shaikh  sat  only  on  ground.  After 
some  time  the  Shaikh  went  out  of  his  cell  to  receive 
him.  He  found  the  guest's  face  resembling  that  of 

1.  Sayyad  Maqbul-i-Alam-Jumat-i-Shahiya,Vol#IV  (Ms) 

t 

2.  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jafar  bin  Badr-i-Alam-  Am&l-wa- 
Ashghal  (MS) 

3#  On  the  bank  of  the  Sabarmati 
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-fete  Prophet  Muhammad,  He  handed  over  to  him  hia  own 
clothes  to  wear*  Ibis  was  in  a  way  a  suggestion  to 
follow  hia  order.  Then  he  gave  him  liberty  to  utilise 

all  the  spiritual  treasure  which  he  had  inherited 

1 

from  Makhdum-i-Jfthaniyan  Jahangashb* 

Sayyad  ^uhammad  was,  thereafter,  sent  by  his 

father,  to  Shaikh  Barakullah,  the  celebrated  saint 

2 

of  the  Chishtiya  Order.  When  he  reached  the  convert 
of  that  Shaikh,  he  found  the  latter  busy  erecting 
brickwalls  of  his  cell  with  the  help  of  his  disciples# 
Sayyad  Muhammad,  too,  joined  them  in  the  work  and  with 
a  basket  full  of  mud  and  bricks  on  his  head,  he 
approached  the  Shaikh.  As  soon  as  the  letter^  eyes 
fell  on  him  he  called  out  to  him,  ^Welcome,  Shaft-i-Alam, 
the  royal  canopy  on  your  head  appears  quite  nice”. 


1#  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jafar  Sad  Hikayat  (MS) 

2#  He  was  the  disciple  of  Shaikh  Niaam-ud-Din  Awliya 

of  Delhi.  He  went  to  Ahmadabad  to  establish  a  Chishtiya 
convent  and  to  propagate  tte  order  there.  He  died 
in  A.H#845  (A#D#1441)  and  lies  buried  in  Hajipura 
near  Shahibag  4  Maulavi  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  - 
Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-Deccan,  p.176^  * 
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Then  he  got  down  frots  the  wall  and  took  him  to  the 

residence  of  his  brother  Shaikh  jVfeaullah.  From  iiiere, 

he  sent  back  Sayyad  Muhammad  with  a  pot  full  of  baked 

beans,  asking  one  of  the  inmates  to  accompany 

him  and  -uo  turn  back  from  the  place  where  a  dumb, 

<yn 

deaf,  blind  and  lape  man  and  lifeless  things  would 
be  heard  uttering,  wShah-i-Alam  Shah-i-Alam**, 

When  Sayyad  Muhammad  and  the  inmate  reached 
Three  Gates  of  Ahmadabad,  a  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and  lame 
beggar,  playing  upon  a  drum  approached  Sayyad  Muhammad* 

He  got  back  his  eyes,  audition,  utterance  and  power 

4  i  - 

of  walking  and  shouted  out  rtShah-i-Alam,  Shah-i-Alam« * 

People  of  that  area  gathered  together  round  Sayyad 
Muhammad  and  exclaimed,  wShah~i-Alam,  shah-i-Alamtt. 

From  there,  tie  person  who  had  accompanied  him, 
returned  according  to  the  instruction  of  Shaikh 
BarakulJah  Chishti. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  narrated  before  his  father  all 
the  details  of  the  incident*  From  that  time  there  has 
been  a  very  famous  adage  amongst  the  Gujaratis: 
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Thenceforth,  Sayyad  Muhammad  was  known  as 

c~ 

Shah-i-Alam.  The  saint  married  “twice.  It  so  happened 

2 

that  Jamjuna,  the  king  of  Sindh  had  two  daughters 
named  Bibi  Mughali  and  Bibi  Murki.  It  was  decided 
that  Bibi  Mughali,  the  more  beautiful  one  should  be 
married  to  Sayyad  Muhammad  and  Bibi  Murki  to  Sultan 
Muhammad  Shah  II,  the  then  Sultan  of  Gujarat.  So 
Jam  Juna  sent  them  to  Gujarat  with  his  son-xs-law,  who 
was  given  a  specific  instruction  to  give  them  in 
marriage  after  performance  of  the  proper  ceremony* 

First  the  latter  approached  the  Sultan,  who,  on  seeing 
the  girls  found  Bibi  Mughali  to  be  more  beautiful  and 
so  he  asied  for  her  hand.  The  maternal  uncle  of  the 
girl  to  please  the  Sultan  agreed  to  do  so  without 
any  reluctance,  not  caring  for  the  proper  execution  of 
the  iistruction  of  Jam  Juna.  Tnen  he  proceeded  to  meet 

1 •  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jaf ar-  Sad  Hikayet  (MS) 

Mir za^  Muhammad  Hasan-  ^ilMuhammad  Khan-Mirat-i- 
Ahmadi,  p.38.  ,  _ 

2*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khao-Khatim&h-«'- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p.38. 

Sayyad  ^hammad  Jafar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS) 
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C  .. 

Shah-i-Alam  and  told  him  what  had  happened  in  the 
case  <£  the  elder  girl.  The  latter  consulted  his 
father  about  the  matter.  Qutb-i-,Slam  predicting  the 
future  said? 


u?  P  J  (•  f  1 

L  _  -  - 

Accordingly  Shah-i-Alam  was  married  to  Bibi 
Murki.  As  ill  luck  would  have  it,  the  Sultan  died  after 
forty  days  of  the  birth  of  his  so.n^athkhan  who  ascended 

the  throne  of  Gujarat  with  the  title  Mahmud  shah  (gegada). 

•  -  - 

Bibi  Mughali  had  to  seek  shelter  with  Shah-i-Alam  as 

Qutb-dd-Din,  her  step  son  was  reported  to  be  busy  with 

a  conspiracy  to  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  her  son 

i>~ 

Fath  Khan.  In  the  meanwhile,  Shah-i-Alan’s  wife  Bibi 

'2 

Murki  died  and  so  he  told  Bibi  Mughali  to  leave  his 
house  as  there  was  no  other  female  inmate.  As  such  she 
met  her  maternal  uncle  and  in  conformity  with  her  desire, 
he  sought  the  consent  of  Jam  ^una  to  marry  her  with 
Shah-i-Aiara. 


It  means  «You  are  given  both  -  (Sayyad  Muhammd  J&far- 

Sad  Hikayat  (MS).  It  is  stated  in  Sikandar  MaAnjhu‘s 
Mirat-i-Sikandari  (p.66)  in  the  words  _  *•  :v 

(Oh  son,  you  have  both  in  your  luck)  ^J°  c  ***  {S- 

She  lies  buried  in  Ahmadabad  at  the  locality  called 
Manek  Chawk  now  better  known  as  Rani- ka- Ha z £r a . 
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1 

Accordingly,  their  marriage  has  solemnized. 

Thereafter,  it  so  happened  that  once  the  saint  found 

BibI  Mughali  sweep  the  bed^room  with  her  hairlocka.  So 

he  asked  her  for  the  reason.  She  replied,  ttI  wish  that 

my  aon,Fathkhan  should  become  the  Sultan  of  Gujarat? 

The  saint  spoke  out,  "It  has  already  been  ordained  by 

2 

the  destiny.  He  is  to  ascend  the  throne  of  Gujarat. tt 

Shah-i-Alam  left  this  transitory  world  during 

the  month  of  Jamadi  II  tfSO  (A.D.1475)  at  his  residence 
_  3  4 

Rasulabad  in  Ahmadabad.  He  lies  buried  there.  A  dome 

was  constructed  long  after  the  saint* s  death  A.H.937-38 

5 

<A«D#l531-32)  by  Tajkhan  Nariyani,  a  fcobleman  of  the 
0 

court  of  Jfahadurshah  and  it  is  said  to  have  taken 
ten  years  to  complete.  The  floor  of  the  central  area 
paved  with  black  white  and  grey  marble  screen,  beauti¬ 
fully  carved,  about  four  feet  high.  The  dome  of  thB 


l  7  A  ll  Akbar-  Ma  jflaa-ul-Awliya  (MS) 

2*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jkfar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS) 

3*  It  was  founded  by  the  saint  himself.  Since  his  time 
it  has  been  inhabited  by  his  descendants  and  by 
Sayyads.  None  of  the  Nazims  or  officers  troubled  the 
inhabitants.  These  people  lived  comfortably  a  ni 
gradually  made  fine  houses  ana  gardens-  , 

C  Mir za ^Muhammad  Hasah  Sfclf  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at- i- 
Ahmadl,  p.1.4  0  ,  _  ~ 

4.  Raj  a  Rameshwar  Rao  Asgar-  Tar ikh-i- Jahangir i,p. 85 * 

Contd  ..260.. 
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mausoleum  v/as  also  at:  one  "time  richly  decorated  inside 
with  pearls,  This  monument  is  pleasing  in  design  and 
retains  even  today  to  a  great  extent  the  character 
of  the  local  Ahmsadabad  style  of  the  period.  On  its 
dome  there  are  tall  metal  finals  terminating  with  .the 
pipal  leaf  the.  cognizance  of  the  rulers  of  the 
Ahraadshahl  dynasty . 

Slash- i-Alam  is  so  popular  amongst  Muslims 

that  the  month  according  to  Hijari  calendar  in  which 

his  death  anniversary  comes  is -popularly  known  in 

Gujarat  as  the  month  of  $hah-i-Alam. 

The  Masjid  Shih-i-Alam  whidi  is  of  a  much 

later  date  3  is4aid  to  have  been  erected  by  Muhammad 

Salfh  Badakhshi.  There  are  at  either  end, minaret  a 

1 

begun  by  another  noble^  Najabat  Khan  oh^y  in  the  17th 
century  and  completed  after  his  death  by  it  he  third. 


Gontd.*  from  259*.  , 

Sikandar  Muhamnad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari ,  p,83; 

Mir^a  Muhammad  Hasan  ili  -Muhammad  Khan  Khatiraa# 

Mirat-i-ihmadI ,  p*38. 

5*  He  had  a  title  of  Ma jlis-i-Sami  Khan-i-izara  and 
he  a  Is  o  populated  the  Mohalla  of  Tajpur  within 
the  city  walls  of  Ahmadebad  _which  goes  by  his 
name  (Sinkandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari , 

o. 210  0 

1 .  According  t  o  the  ^Bombay  Gazetteer  ,  Ahmedabad  ,  _  A  * 

(Ch.XIV,  p*286),  Jsaf  Khan,  the  brother  of  Mir  Jahan 
who  ted  accompanied  the  Emperor  Jahangir  in  A.H.1026/ 
.A.j}»1o18}  to  Ahmedabad  got  the  dome  ornamented  with 
preexous  stones.. 
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The  mosque  partakes  of  the  usual  type  of  such  buildings 
in  other  parts  of  India,  andt  can  scarcely  he  said  to 
belong  to  the  Ahmadabad  style/ The,  remaining  building 
of  importance  in  the  sacred  enclosure  is  the  Diwau 
Khana#  (  or  assembly  hall),  the  first  erection  of  . 
which  is  ascribed  to  an  earlier  period  but  it  was 
restored  by  Muz af far  Shah  Il^the  last  of  the  Sultans 
of  Gujarat  (A.H.967-980/a,D,1560-1573) . 

_  la  L- 

On  the  day  off  Sha^-i-Alam*  a  anniversary,  a 
very  large  number  ox  people  visit'  the  shrine  and 
offer  flowers  and  the  Fat iha»  On  the  tew  moon  day  of 
the  month  of  the /urs ^people  gather  together  there  to 
see  the  raw  moon.  On  this  occasion  the  Saj jadanashin 
of  the  dargah  dressed  in  red  costume  and  a  turban  on 
his  head  distributes  sweet  balls  as  ifrabarruk  to  all 
who  present  uhere  themselves. 

The  saint  left  behind  him  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Two  of  them  named  Shah  Muhammad  Raju  and 
Sayyad  Beg  .Muhammad,  better  known  as  .Shah  Bhikan  were 
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distinguished.  As  the  elder  of  the  two  Shah,  Muhmma d 

Rsqu  (b.A*H*835/A*D*  i433>  )  received  the  sufifs  robe 

from  his  father  direct  he  was  addressed  as  *  brother* 

by  his  father.  From  his  early  days,  he  was  devoted  to 

sufism  and  used  to  offer  daily  a  thousand  rakats  %of 

pffiyers,  half  of  them  in  a  sitting  position  owing  to 

his  physical  weakness.  His  anniversary  is  celebrated 

on  the  eve  of  Muharram. 

He  is  buried  outside  the  §hahiy a  Shrine  with 
1 

three  of  his  brothers. 

Shah  Bhikan  died  only  at  the  age  of  nine  or 
ten*  A  curious  story  of  his  death  is  recorded  by  the 
author  of  the  Mirat-i-Sikandari  on  the  authority  of 

Malik  Fakhr-ud-Bin,  the  son-in-law  c£  Sultan  Ahmad, 
who  heard  it  from  his  father  Malik  Saif-ud-Dln.  Says 

the  Malik,  WI  was  born  as  an  outcome  of  ^aint  Qutb-i- 
Alan’s  blessings.  Once,  in  my  childhood,  I'swooned, 
and  men  took  me  to  be  dead.  Mad  with  sorrow^my  father 
ran  to  the  saint,  his  preceptor,  who  then  lived  at 

1*  Mirpa  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-nhstin^-1  ~ 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p*37. 

2*  p.  jTo 
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-0 

Asawal,  taking  with  him  the  cap  and  the  sufi*s 
geneological  tree,  determined  to  give  them  back  and 

abjure  his  fealty  if  the  saint  failed  to  revive  his 

6- 

child.  The  saint  referred  him  to  his  son^Shah  Alum, 

who  consoled  my.  father,  bidding  him  accept  the 

Divine  decree.  "Wilt  thou  reply  in  the  seme  way  in 

the  matter  of  intercession  in  the  text  world?" 

answered  my  father,  provoking  him*  The  saint  ignored 

this  reply  and  went  home*  Then  my  father  went  to 

if 

young  Shah  Bhikan  and  persuaded  him  to  speak^to  his 

c 

fatheryfche  saint  -Shah- i- A  lam  t  "Art  thou  prepared", 
said  the  saint  to  his  son,  "to  offer  thyself  for  a 
sacrifice?"  "Yes,  my  father",  replied  the  b.cgr,  even 
as  Abrgham's  son;  and  he  went  into  a' room,  where  the 
saint  prayed  thus  in  Hindi;  1 

And  lol  Bhikan  died  on  the  spot*  The  saint  came  out 
and  spoke  to  my  father  thus:  "G-o  home,  and  see  thy 
son  who  is  perchance  in  a  swoon  and  not  dead".  After¬ 
wards  my  father  learnt  of  the  sudden  death  of  his 

1.  It  m®ans  Lord l  V* * 

in  TLc,  9\# 7u  y  fi  /  $  . 
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saint !s  son,  and  was  grieved  thereat*  Shah  Bhikan  is 
buried  with  his  mother  BibI  Murki  in  -she  tomb  of  Jam  . 

'  Juva  on  the  wefct  of  the  city  by  the  riverside*  14th 
Bajab  is  the  date  of  his  anniversary. 

t. 

Shah-i-Alam’ a  face  was  so  handsome  and  awe¬ 
inspiring  that  all  who  saw  him  bowed^down  before  him. 

C- 

Somebody  reported  this  to  Maulana  Alam,  the  local 

learned  man  of  the  time.  To  ascertain  it  he  wentxn 

/ 

person  to  hxm.  On  hearing  of  his  arrival,  the  saint 

went  out  to  receive  him.  As  soon  as  Maulana‘s  eyes  fell 

on  the  saint's  face,  he  could  not  help  bowirg  down. 

He  expressed  his  apology  for  the  mistake  he  committed 

in  not  believing  the  fact.  The  saint  said  in  reply 

only  this  much  -  1  ^  ks  fr'**3*’ 

Shah-i-^lam  used  to  put  on  silken  dress  and  lived  in 

pomp t  He  was  very  fond  of  different  scents  and  applied 

2 

one  especially  on  fridays. 


1*  Sayyad  Maqbul-i-‘ilam-  Jumat-i-Shahiya,Vol*IV  (MS) 

2*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jafar-  Sad  Hikayat  (M3) 
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v.  1 

The  saint  used  to  pass  his  oime  in  retirement 
for  six  days  of  the  week  and  devoted  it  to  divine 
contemplation* 

It  was  his  usual  practice  on  the  day  of  the  *Id 

to  invite  at  dinner^  relatives  and  friends.  Those  who 

could  not  attend  were  aupplied  with  their  dishes  at 

their  places.  He  never  omitted  this  custom  upto  the 

end  of  his  life  and  was  very  rigid  in  Observance 
1 

thereof. 

The  saint  was  a  learned  man  of  his  time  and 

was  the  author  of  so  many  authentic  books  like  - 

Risala  Dar  Sair,  Jameut-farqu-rl-Burhaniya ,  Risala-i- 

Sadiqiya,  Risal'a-i-Mafateeh-i-Khazanullah,  Risalea- 
<Xhcj 

Muhammadiya^  Taftfatu-l-^Awliya .  All  are  in  Persian  and 
deal  with  subjects  like  religion,  culture  and  sufism. 

Shah-i-Alam  was  s  o  prompt  and  intelligent  in 
acting  up  to  bhe  occasion  that  even  when  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  employed  by  his  father  to 
work  as  a  mediator  to  settle  a  long-standing  dispute. 

I.Sayyad  Muhammad  jitfar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS.) 
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It  so  happened  that  Sultan  of  Maivfe ,  Mahmud  Khaljl 
(A*H.839-873/A*D#1435-1468)  attacked  Gujarat  and  he 
beihg  religious-minded  desired  to  have  the  spiritual 
help  from  some  saint*  During  those  day  s^  Shaikh  Kamal 
Malvl  with  whom  he  was  intimately  connected,  lived 
in  Ahmadabad.  Mahmud  Khalji  thaught  of  beseeching 
blessings  from  him  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  object, 

So  he  sent  a  letter  to  him  entreating  him  with  immense 
humility  to  pray  for  his  victory  in  the  fight  against 
Qutb-ud-Din  {A.H.855-362/A.D.1451-1458) ,  the  Sultan 
of  Gujarat*  The  latter  was  in  the  prime  of  life*  Hearing 
of  the  attack,  he  ran  up  to  the  celebrated  Qutb-i-Alam 
and  said,  *It  is  not  hidden  frcm  you  that  Sultan 
Mahmud  Khalji  has  attacked  Gujarat  with  a  resolute 
determination  to  win  a  victory;  you  know  that  it  has 
been  due  to  the  blessings  of  yours  and  your  fore¬ 
fathers  that  Gujarat  has  remained  in  the  possession  of 
our  family**  Qutb-i-Alam  said  in  reply,  "The  origin 
of  all  the  trouble  is  the  offence  caused  by  Shaikh 
Kamal  MalwL  as  the  result  of  the  hasty  and  short- 
«ight&d_poliay~o£ 
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1 

^  sighted  policy  of  your  father.  Still  I  will  find  out 

i  _ 

a  way.  You  need  not  worry*”  At  than  time,  Qu-pb-i- Ala  m 
sought  the  help-of  his  son  $hah-i-AIata  in  this  important 
matter.  He  deputed  him  to  Shaikh  Kamil  with  this 
messages  ”In  truth^the  old  Sultan  was  blame-worthy 
r  but  the  son  should  not  be  visited  upon  with  the  sins 
of  his  father*  Persuade,  therefore,  the  Sultan  and  bell 
him  to  make  a  peace  ard  treaty  with  Mahmud  Khalji  and 
to  return  to  his  capital”.  But  the  Shaikh  was  loath  to 
’interfere.  He  did  not  pay  any  heed  to  the  message  and 

i  _ 

so  Shah-i-Alam  left  the  place.  After  some  time,  he  was 

again  sent  by  Qutb-i-Alam  with  the  words:  ”The  saint 

* 

5  should  act  up  to  the  divine  order  in  the  Quran- i-Sharif 
and  forgive  people  as  exhorted  in  it 
2 


1*  Sultan  Qutb-ud-Din'  a  .  father  was' Sultan  Muhammdd  Shah 
bin  Sultan  Ahmad.  It  had  so  happened  that  Sultan 
Mahmud  Khalji  had  sent  five  hundred  gold  ashrafis  to 
Shaikh  Karaal  in  advance  and  had  promised  him  to  pay 
him  three  crores  of  Gujarati  Tankas,  in  case  he 
blessed  him,  with  the  conquest  of  Gujarat.  But  spies 
informed  Sultan  Muhammad  to  the  effect  and  the  latter 
oredered  a^search  and  confiscated  the  gold  ashrafis 
found  with  the  Shaikh1  s  Quran.  The  angry  Shaikh  cursed 
the  Sultan  and  sent  words  to  Sultan  Mahmud  Khalji  to 
attack  Gujarat-(.Sikandar  Manjhu-Mirat-i-Sikandari,p*51j) 
2.  It  means  ”those  who  spend  (be  nevolently)in  ease  as  well 
as  in  strait  ness  and  those  who  restrain^ (their)  anger 
s  acd  pardon  men  and  Allah  loves,  the  doers  of  good  *to 
-others  (Muhammad  All-* Holly  Quran,  p.180  Ayat  135#_) 
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This 'time,  -the  Shaikh  treated  him  very  rudely. 

So  Shah-i-Alam  turned  away  in  disgust  from  him  and 

said  to  his  father,  "Shaikh  Kamal's  attitude  is 

inhuman  and  I  will  not  go  again".  But  Qutb-i-Alam 

persuaded  him  to  go  and  try  once  more  as  the  matter 

was  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  This  time  when  he 

conveyed  the  message  of  his  father  that  he  should 

forgive  the  Sultan  for  the  sake  of  Irophet  Muhammad, 

Shaikh  spoke  in  reply,  "for  seven  years  I  have  prayed 

for  Sultan  Mahmud  Khalji  who  is  the  friend  of  the 

people  of  God;  so  I  cannot  do  anything?,  otherwise  now^ 

and  cannot  help  one  whose  father  had  never  cared  for 

dervishes  and  had  harassed  me*  You  may  therefore  go 

and  speak  to  your  father  in  my  name  that  the  arrow 

c. 

has  been  shot,  naught  can  now  be  done".  Shah-i-Alam 
smiled  and  quoted  this  verse  of  Bumis 

^  ^  (J5|  1 

His  sharp  reply  stung  the  Shaikh  to  the  quick;  so 

1 .  It  means,  "Goa  hath  so  blessed  the  favoured  in  his 
sight,  'iSat  xhey  can  stay  the  arrow  in  its  flight"* 
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he  said,  ”Is  this  the  sport  of  children?*1  Then  Shaikh 
Kamal  raised  his  right  hand  up  with  a  roll  of  paper  in 
it.  He,  then,  handing  it  over  to  Shah-»i-Alam,  spoke, 
"Exaggeration  in  this  matter  is  of  no  avai}..  Go,  you, 
hack  and  recount  the  details  to  your  father*.  0?he 
blood  of  saintlihood  that  ran  in  Shah- i-A lam '  a  veins 
waxed  indignant  by  this  reply.  He  snatching  up  the 
roll  of  paper  from  his  hand,  tord  it  into  pieces  and 
said,  "This  writ  without  authenticity  of  my  father  is 
a  scrap;  and  there  is  no  seal  on  it  from  my  ancestor^ 
Prophet  Muhammad".  Then  the  Shaikh  realized  his  mistake 
and  became  unconscious  after  uttering  the  words  "The 
Sayyad’s  son  hath- prevailed”.  He,  thereafter,  never 
came  to  his  senses  and  committed  his  soul^f  to  God. 

When  this  was  reported  to  Qutb-i-rAlam,  he  said,  Oh, 
Manjhan,  thou  has  acted  a  bit  hastily.  You  should  have 
observed  more  patience. 


1.  Myirn  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari , 

p.55-56;  _ 

$her  Ali  Qane-  Tfehf atu-l-Kiram,  p #61-62* 
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The  matter  was  reported  to  sgult an  Mahmud  but 
he  continued  to  advance.  He  captured  several  parts  of 
Gujarat  and  put  to  slaughter  a  number  of  people. 

Sultan  Qutb-ud-Pin  became  nervous  and  reqte^ated  the 
old  saint  either  to  go  in  person  with  his  array  to  the 

L  „ 

field  or  depute  his  son^ $hah-i-Alam  a0  that  the 

auspicious,  presence-  of  either  would  bring  him  victory. 

£_ 

Ultimately  Shah-i-Alam  was  sent  to  the  field. 

The  armies  of  both  continued  to  fight  and  the  third 
day,  Sultan  Qutb-ud-Bin  entreated  him  to  grant  him 
his  sword  as  a  mark  of  favour  but  Shah-i-Alara  said 
that  he  should  content  himself  with  the  blessings,  as 
the  sword  if  not  properly  taken  care  of,  would  do  him 
harm  rather  than  do  him  good.  The  Sultan  tried  to 
assure  him  that  he  would  be  careful  not  to  allow  any 
slight  to  be  neted  out  to  such  a  holy  token.  But  the 
saint  said,  M  A  day  would  come  when  such  an  event 
would  certainly  come  to  pass*1.  Hearing  this  the 
Sultan's  eyes  were  filled  with  tears;  so  the  saint 
tied  up  the  sword  round  his  waist.  It  was  reported  to 
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the  Sultan  at  this  time  that  Mahmud  Khalji  possessed 


-cgf-an  elephant  as  big  as  a  mountain  and  as  fierce  as  a 

1 

giant ,  known  as  "Qasaab11.  Shan-i-Alam  having  examined 
all  the  elephants  of  the  Sultan's  stables,  chose 

f io  m  amongst  them  a  middle,-sized  one  who  had  no  reached 
the  age  of  rutting.  He  then  rubbed  his  hand  on  his  head 
saying  tt0n,  shudani,  by  Allah’s  help  rip  open  the  bailey 
of  Qassabtt.  Then  quoting  the  following  couplets 


he  placed  on  his  bow  an  unfeathered  and  blunt  arrow  and 
shot  it  towards  the  supposed  direction  of  Sultan 
Mahmud's  crown.  As  the  result ,-e#  it  fell  down  from  his 
head  and  he  fled  away  bare-headed. 


— - 

Shah-i-Alam  then  returned  to  Ahmad  a  bad  and 


related  the  details  to  his  father  who  was  pleased  to 
know  them. 


P*5b. 


2*  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari,p.5d. 
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Then,  he  having  left  Sultan  Qutb-ud-Mn’s  camp, 
asked  him  do  vow  some  offering  to  the  souls  of  the 
prophets.  The  Sultan  assured  him  to  offer  gold 
tankasin  the  memory  of  every  one  of  the  prophets# 

The  saint  said  that  xt  was  too  big  a  sum.  The 
Sultan  insisted  that  he  would  give.  The  saint  said 
«let  the  Tfranl^a  be  of  silver  instead  of  gold11.  The 
Sultan  agreed  to  do  so.  After  the  victory^the  Sultan 
<  sent  70,000  silver 'fenkas  to  Shah-i-Alam  as  an 
offering,  but  the  saint  returned  them  with  a 
message  that  the  number  of  the  tankas  required  for 
the  prophets  was  far  greater.  The  Sultan  remained 
silent  and  disregarded  the  agreement.  Shah-i-Alam 
then  made  an  arrangement  to  distribute  one  latch  and 
twenty  five  thousand  its  nkas  of  silver  amorg  the  poor. 
One  day  the  Sultan  suppressing  the  mention  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  had  vowed  an  offering 
of  the  ifjiakas  said  to  Qutb-ia&Alam  that  he  had  sent 
seventy  thousand  Tankas  for  charity  to  the  young- 
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saint,  but  the  sum  did  not  get  the  honour  of  being 
accepted  ard  was  returned.  The  saint’s  father 
remonstrated  with  his  son  on  the  matter,,  saying 
that  in  the  matter  of  charity  there  ought  to  be  no 

i- 

haggling.  But  Shah-i-Alam  remained  silent.  This 

circumstance  however  led  to  a  disagreement  between 

the  Sultan  and  the  saint  which  developed  as  time 
1 

went  on. 


The  sairicb  used  to  deliver  the  khutb'a  on 


every  Friday  after  offerirg  prayers  in  the  mosque  of 
thereafter  there 

Rasulabad  an^/u sed  to  be  the  programme,  of  Sama*  and 

t 

in  it  Qawwalis  were  recited.  He  often  held  there 

meetings  for  religious  discussions  which  were  genera- 

%  43 

lly  attended  by  Myan.  Makhdumi  MauxLana  Yusuf,  Qazi 

t  '  ... 

Abdullah  and  such  other  learned  men.  Once  Maulana 

f 

Sad^r-i- Jahan  met  him  at  Rasulabad  at  the  insist ance 
of  Myan  Makhdum ,  the.  disciple  of  Shah-i-A~lam.  In  the 


1.  The  saint  was ‘Very  fond  o.f  hearing  the  popular  / 

Qawwali  with  the  matla^  'ii* 

L^Sayyad  Muhammad  Maqbul-i-Alam-3Jumat-i-Shahiyah jvol.^ 

2.  Vide,  p.  Sor  _  IV  (MS.)  ]  J 

3.  He  was  the  son  of  MauiLana  Ahmad«badd^a  learned 
man  of  his  time.  He  could  recite  the  Quran-i** 
a  melodious  tone. 

4*  contd..  next  page# 
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course  of  -the  talk  that  took  place  between  the 

saint  and  Mau£Lana  Sadr-i-Jahan,  the  former  asked, 

“What  sayest  thou  about  the  angels  seeing  their 

Lord  God?"  Maud. ana  said,  “In  the  Quran,  God  says 

whosoever  expects  to  meet  his  Lord',  he  should  do 

1 

good  works  and  serve  none  save  his  Lord,”  Further, 
the- saint  said,  “How  this  is  the  general  proposi¬ 
tion;  why  then  should  the  angels  be  excluded?11  The 
Maud ana  answered^ ^Because  the  angels  have  no 
bearing  power  to  withstand  the  dazzling  light  of 
God;  while  man  can  stand  against  the  rays  of  His 
effulgent  glory15.  The  saint  said,  “God  is  powerful 
and  if  he  imparts  bearing  power  to  angels  they  can 
also  see  God“.  Ultimately,  he  said  that  he' would 
not  entertain  such  types  of  talks  without  the 

i. 

references  of  authentic  books*  Shah-i-Alara  sent  for 

the  rigkla  entitled  Huy  at  and  showed  it  to  him. 

4*  contdd.  from  273**.  / 

He  had  a  sweet  voice  and  could  recite  the  Quran 
in  a  melodious  tone. 

5.  He^was  a  learnsd  man  of  his  time  and  a  tutor, .of 
Myan  Makiidum  who  was  the  disciple  of  Shah-i-Alam 
He  lies  buried  at  Nurganj  in  Jama lpur{ Ahmad aba d) 

1*  Quran  Oh. XVIII  (The  Cave),  lafet  verse. 
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Mavulana  replied  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept 
the  authencity  of  that  book. 

The  saint  then  started  another  topic  and 
/  ^ 

said,  J,God  says  in  the  Quran,  wAnd  if  Allah  should 

amplify  the  provision  for  His  servants  they  would 

surely  revolt  on  the  earth:-‘!  yet  we  find  'chat 

Ph 

Solomon -  Joseph  and  #ul-Qarnain^  had  ample  provision 
and  they  did  not  revolt  but  lived  a  life  of  devotion 
and  righteousness.  How  dost  thou  then  interpret  the 

Quranic  verse?51.  The  Mau&ana  gave  an  explanation* 

BUt  the  saint  said,  ,,There  is  what  a  particular 

commentator  says,  but  he  has  been  criticised11.  The 
Malulanathen  gave  another  explanation,  which,  too, 
was  refuted.  So  they  proceeded  with  critical 
remarks  on  the  authorities  cited.  At  last,  after 
mhw  tenth  explanation  had  been  refuted,  the  Maulsna 
yielded  and  requested  the  saint  to  give  his  own 
interpretation*  a Listen  then  n,  said  the  saint^ 

i 

In  Arabic  books  it  is  laid  down  that  when  an  action 
1 .  Quran  gh.XLIII 

I  «>>  id  ^  ^ 

realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  281  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(276) 

is  referred  to  a  definite  actor,  it  must  be  such 
that  it  suits  that  actor  ,  e.g* 

"The  AmH°  built  the  city.  Here  !built!  must  mean 
‘built  a  fine  city,  worthy  of  the  rank  of  an  Amir1. 
So,  when  the  Almighty  God  doth  not  say  ,II  !Wef  or 
!Hef  would  give  in  abundance;  but  Gfod  gives  in 
abundance;  so  it  must  mean  to  such  an  extent  worthy 
of  the  Almighty  that  would  bring  about  a  revolt*  . 
But  no  such  abundance  has  ever  yet  existed  -  if 
he  gave  to. a  mortal  not  only  thousands  of  worlds 
but  millions,  it  would  still  be  nothing  compared 
with  His  power  to  give;  hence  there  is  no  scope 
for  any  revolt  and  the  general  proposition  of 
the  verse  holds  good”.  The  Mau/lana  was  pleased  to 
hear  the  interpretation  and  explained  with  wonder 

”Verily  thy  knowledge  is  inspired.  $poi Ijj  not  thy 

1 

labour  by  ray  unfounded  remarks” 


1„  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  ^li  Muhammad  Khan- 
Mirat-i-A^madi,  p.99-100. 
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There  are  so  many  miracles  ascribed  to  him, 
which  have  been  recorded  in  books.  As  said  heretofore 
the  saint  looked  after  Fathkhan,  later  on  known  as 
Mahmudshah  Begada  and  he  took  personal  interest  in 
imparting  him  education.  Fathkhan,  the  then  boy  was 
frequently  saved  by  the  saint  from  trouble  created 
by  sultan  Qutb-ud-Din,  the  ruler  of  Gujarat  and  his 
foster  brother.  To  the  explicit  demand  of  the  Sultan 
to  hand  over  the  prince  Fathkhan  to  him,  the  saint 
flatly  refused  to  do  so,  saying,  wYou  are  the  Sultan 
and  you  may  get  hold  of  his  person  wherever  and 
whenever  you  may  find  him1*.  Foiled  in  this  attempt, 
Qutb-ud-Din  made  up  his  mind  to  possess  himself  of 
his  brother’s  person  by  strat  ege?n*  He  employed  spies 
to  watch  the  lad  and  himself  moved  out  to  the  palace 
of  Khedpur ,  near  Rasulabad,  where  the  saint  lived,  in 
order  to  be  near  at  hand  for  action*  On  on©  occasion, 
he  sent  Rani  Rup  Manjari,  his  favourite  wife,  who 
was  a  follower  of  the  saint,  to  visit  the  saint  with 
a  party  of  eunuches  and  instructed  her  to  enquire 
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for  Fathkhan  and  to  seize  him  and  carry  him  away* 

The  Rani  saw  the  boy  sitting  near  JSbah-i-Alam  and 

attempted  to  take  him  with  her*  The  saint  smiled 

and  said,  "Today  Bibi,  you  are  seizing  Fathkhan 

with  the  hand,  but  a  day  wilj.  com  when  he  will 

win  your  hand*  On  hearing  the  saint’s  words,  the 

Rani  gave  the  boy’s  hard,  and  having  returned  to 

the  SuTsan  begged  his  pardon  saying  ^hau  however 

much  she  searched  she  could  not  find  a  clue  to  the 

1 

whereabouts  of  Fathkhan.  Another  day,  the  spies 

brought  intelligence  to  Qutb-ud-Din  that  Fathkhan  was 

_  r  _ 

at  his  lessons  with  Shah-i-Alant.  The  Suluan  at  once 
mounted  a  fleet  horse  and  having  reached  the  saint’s 
place  of  residence  was  about  to  enter  his  cell,  he 
;.as  stopped  by  one  of  the  porters*,,2)o  you  stop  me 

from  paying  my  respects  to  the  saint?*^3riea  -the 

^  £ 

Suit  a  n  in  a  loud  voice*  When  Shah-i-Alam  heard  this, 

he  called  out  to  the  porter  to  let  the  Sultan  pass, 
and  said  to  Fathkhan,  ’Read  on,  old  man’  ,  and  uhe 

— - - - 1 - - — — _ 

1*  ffyln  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari, 

p.65. 
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boy  of  ten  at  once  assumed  the  appearance  of  an  oM 
man  with  grey  hair  and  brows  and  a  bent  back.  Sultan 
Qutb-ud-Dln  remained  sitting  on  the  carpet  for  a  few 
minutes,  buo  finding  that  there  was  none  else  except 
the  saint  and  the  old  man  th ere,  he  took  leave  and 

1 

went  away.  Later  on  he  vented  his  wrath  on  his  spies. 

On  another  occasion  it  so  happened  that  Fath- 
khan  owing  to  the  fear  of  Sultan  Qut b-ud-Lin,  was 
required  to  be  kept  in  female  attire#  Once  wnile 
Fathkhan  was  on  the  balcony  with  his  maid-servant 
some  spies  acquainted  the  Sultan  with  it#  The  Sultan 
ran  up  to  him  immediately.  His  maid-servant  was 
frightened  and  she  hurried  to  the  saint  to  inform 
him.  He  said,  "Do  not  fear.  How  can  he  catch  a  lion”? 
The  Sultan  caught  him  by  his  hand.  One  of  the  uiaid- 
sorvants  shouted,  "She  is  the  daughter  of  some 
nobleman".  But  the  Sultan  opened  his  trousers  and 
found  him  having  a  female  organ,  he  at  once  kept  off 
>  his  hand  and  went  down.  He  narrated  the  case  to  his 

1.  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-Mirat-i-Sikandari ,p#65. 
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attendants*  They  said,  “Any  way  she  should  be  brought 
down".  The  Sultan  again  went  up  and  caught  hold  of 
lathkhan's  hand.  To  him  his  hand  seemed  to  be  like 
the'  paw  of  a  lion#  He  at  once  left  the  place  and 

ran  away*  Thereafter,  he  never  repeated  an  attempt 

1 

on  his  life* 


Being  disappointed  in  his  design,  the  saint 

became  the  target  of  the  wrath  of  the  Sultan.  But 

he  himself  became  a  victim  of  it*  It  so  happened 

that  in  an  intoxicated  condition,  he  proceeded  to 

Rasulabad  with  his  special  troop  and  ordered  it  to 

devastate  the  place*  Immediately  after  it  a  mad  camel 

2 

came  into  the  midst*  The  Sultan  unsheathed  his  sword 
and  while  giving  a  blow  on  the  camel  therewith  he 
missed  the  aim.  As  a  consequence  he  was  severely- 
wounded  in  the  thigh  and  ultimately  he  succumbed  to 


1.  Myin  Sika  rdar  %hammad-Mirat-i-Sikandari,p*66*  • 
Sayyad  Muhammad  Jafar-Sad  Hikayat  (MS) 

2#  It  is  said  that  it  was  the  same  sword  that  was 
presented  by  the  saint  at  the  time  of  the  battle 
against  Mahmud  Khalji  ■*-  Sikandar  Muhammad  - 
Mirat-i-Sikandari ,  p#67*  - 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Jafar-Sad  Hikayat  (MS) J 
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1 

it#  / 

Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  (i*e*  formally  Fath 

Khan)  used  to  devote  the  greater  part  of  his  time 

durirg  his  old  age  to  devotion  and  penitence  and 

tears  of  mortification  and  prayers  were  ever  on  his 

2 

lips.  One  day  Malik  Sarang,  his  minister  asked  him, 

"Why  with  the  proud  possession  of  such  a  kingdom  as 

that  of  Gujarat ,  do  you  wail  and  cry?"  Thy  Sultan 

said,  "Ohi  Insensate,  my  patron  Shah-i-Alam  used  to 

tell  me  vhav  the  end  of  Mahmud  would  be  Mahmud 

( i#e .praiseworthy) .  Now,  however  much  I  strive  for 

such  an  end  I  do  not  see  in  myself  worthiness  for 

3 

it." 

0  t  £-  -  - 
during  the  time  of  Shah-i-Alara,  Qazi 


1.  It  is  also  related  that  one  day  the  Sultan 
ordered  the  male  population  of  the  city  of 
Ahmadabad,  not  to  go  out  of  their  houses  and  to 
keep  their  windows  closed  as  he  wanted  to  go 
about,  showing  the  city  to  his  harem.  A  man 
!  suddenly  emerged  out  of  a  back  alley.  In  a 
transport  of  rage,  the  Sultan  struck  him  a  blow 
with  his  sword,  the  man  at  once  disappearing, 
j.t  fell  on  his  knee  ,  _ 

jTlfyan  Sikandar  Muhammad-Mirat-i-Sikandari^.dT-ba. 

2#  He  founded  the  locality  known  as  Sarangpur ,  the 
suburb  of  Ahmadabad. 

3.  Myan  Sikandar  Manjhu  -Mirat-i-Sikandar  i,p.4S. 
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-  1 

Na  jm-ud-Din  was  a  high  officer-in-charge  of  xeligious 
ordinances  in  the  city  of  Ahmedabad*  Once  he  went  to 
Rasulabad  to  culminate  his  legal  decrees  against 
the  saint  who  used  to  put  on  a  silken  dress  and  was 
apt  to  hear  music.  The  Qazi  had  kept  the  order  in 
the  folds  of  his  turban  to,  issue  to  him*  When  he 
reached  the  place,  Shah-i-Alam  was,  according  to 
his  usual  practice ,  in  a  retired  place  devoting  his 
time  to  divine  contemplation.  He  was  allowed  to 
approach  the  saint  only  when  he  was  called  by  the 
saint  before  him.  However,  the  personality  of  the 
saint  dazzled  him^fo  much  that  he  forgot  himself 
and  without  any  reluctance  prostrated  himself  before 
him  with  immense  humbleness.  The  saint  happened  to 
have  been  dressed  that  day  in  the  cap  and  the  cloak 
both  of  rough  wool.  No  sooner  had  the  Qazi  taken 
his  seat,  the  saint  asked  him  what  brought  him  there. 

He  handed  over  the  paper  to  the  saint  who  when 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Akhtar-  Tadhira$i-Awliya-i-Hina,p.54 
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unfolded  it  found  it  to  be  black;  so  the  Qazi  was 

lost  in  amazement.  At  that  time  a  stick  lying  in  the 

cell  attracted  the  alchemistic  glance  of  the  saint 

and  it  turned  into  an  ingot  of  pure  gold.  The  saint 

asked  the  Qazi  to  appropriate  it  ,  as  he  had  a  large 

family  to  maintain.  The  Qazi  said,  MI  do  not  want 

gold  but  communion  with  the  Almighty  which  now  I  find 

that  I  will  obtain  through  the  guidance  of  no  other 

saint  but  you”.  The  saint  retorted,  “But,  I  love  music 

and  musical  instruments  and  silken  costume  and  only 

he  who  accepts  them  can  be  my  friend.”  The  Qdzi 

yielded  and  requested  him  to  forgive  his  past  conduct. 

While  walking  through'  his  ceil,  he  picked  up  a  piece 

of  rope  and  a  small  stick  lying  on  the  ground  and 

tied  them  on  his  waist.  He  was  going  to  the  mosque. 

The  Qazi  accompanied  him.  In  xhe  way,  the  rope  assumed 

the  form  of  a  golden  belt,  the  stick,  that  of  a 

poniard  with  a  jewelled  hilt  and  his  dress  looked  as 

1 

if  made  of  the  texture  and  stuff  of  gold  embroidery. 


1.  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikanaari ,p*30; 

Mirza  ^uhammad  Akhtar-Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-Hind , 

p.156-* 
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Some  say  that  the  cause  of  Rao  Mandlik 

adopting  Islam  was  tnat  when  in  A*H#877  (A*D.  1472) 

Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  conquered  JunagaSfh  and  brought 

Rao  Mandiik  as  captive  with  him  to  Ahmadabad^  $ne 

day  Rao  Mandiik  happened  to  pass  through  Rasulabad 

where  he  met  -Shah-i-ilam  and  he  was  so  impressed  by 

~  1 

his  talk  with  him  that  he  accepted  Islam. 


1*  l^an  Sikandar  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari,  p*57« 
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SAY  YAP  JALAI^UP-PIN  MAE-I-ALAM 

Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Bin  better  known  as  Mah-i- 

/  _  Ph  i 

Alara  was  born  on  the  jSul  Qada  6,  950  (A.B.1544)  at 

Ahmadabad.  He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad  Hasanmyan,  a 

descendant  .of  His  Holiness  Shah-i-Alam.  His  mother 

5* 

Khunda  Gauhar  was  the  daughter  of  Malik  Khid&r.  He 

acquired  his  primary  education  from  his  father  and 

imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  from  Sayyad  Sher  Muhammad. 

He  studied  religious  subjects  under  Shah  Wajih-ud-Pin 
,  .1 

Alavd  for  some  time.  His  father  bestowed  upon  him  the 
Sufi  !  a  robe.  When  in  A.H.  98O  (A. P.1572)  Emperor 

Akbar,  the  great,  conquered  Gujarat,  the  saint, 

.  ..  2 

through  the  recommendation  of  Khan-i-Azam,  the  then 


1.1.  Vide  ,  p. 

2*  Khan-i-Asam  commonly  called  Mirza  Aziz  Koka  or 
KokaltasE,  on  account  of  his  being  foster  brother 
ard  playmate  of  Akbar;  for  his  mother  whose  name 
was  Jiji  Begum  was  Akbar*s  wet  nurse.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  generals  of  B^eror  Akbar  who,  in  the 
16th  y^ar  of  his  reign,  conferred  on  him  the  title 
of  Khan-i-Azam.  He  held  the  government  of  Gujarat 
for  sev  eral*years  •  He  died  at  Ahmadabad  in  A.H. 

1033  (A.P.1624)  in  the  reign  of  Jahangir.  His 
remains  were  transported  to  Pelhi  and  buried 
cl®|3  to  his  father*  s  mausoleum  near  Nizam-ud-Bin 
Awliyah  fhomaa  William  Beale-  Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  p.88j 

*  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din,  son  of  Sayyad  Hasan,  son  of 
Sayyad  ‘Abd-ul-Ghaf ur ,  son  of  Sayyad  i4hraad,  son  of 
Sayyad  Raju,  son  of  Shah-i-Alam* 
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Subedar  of  Gujarat,  was  appointed  the  te  ad  of  the 
Shahias  and  custodian  of  the  shrine  of  His  Holiness 
3hah-i-Alam.  The  saint  died  on  #11  Qada  14,  JUH. 

1003  (JUS. 1595)  and  lies  buried  at  Rasulabad.  - 

The  saint  never  cared  for  maintaining  with 

himself  even  requisites.  He  parted  with  necessary' 

utensils  of  daily  use  whs  n  he  f  ound  that  somebody 

1 

stood  in  need  of  them*  Once  it  so  happened  that  he 

was  invited  to  dinner  by  the  great  saint  Seyya d  Abu* 

* 

Turafc  ShlJ*asi  in  the  season  of  winter  .Weather  was 
chilly  on  his  way  and  a  poor  man  unable  to  bear  the 
shivering  cold,  begged  for  clothing  from  the  Sayyad. 
The  latter  at  once  took  off  the  cloak  worn  by  him 
and  handed  it  over  to  the  fellow*  Then  he  proceeded 
on  the  journey  and  reached  the  destination.  When 
dinner  was  being  served,  the  host  asked  one  of  the 
attendants  to  provide  the  Sayyad  with  a  rug.  But 

1.  Mirza  Muhanmad  Hasan  %1±  Muhamn^d  Khan-? 

Khat  ima-i-Mir  at-i- Ahmadi ,  p  .§  1 . 
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there  was  none  there  at  hand.  In  the  meanwhile,  seme 
disciple  of. the  Sayyad  appeared  there  with  a  rug  to 
hand  it  over  to  him. 

L  _ 

SAYYAD  Mummp  MAQB-UL-AIdM  BUKHARI  JALALI 

4- 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Maqb-ul-Alam  better  known  as 
3alali  was  born  in  Ahmadabad  in  A.H.  975  (A*D*1568) . 

He  was  the  son  of  aforesaid  Sayyad  Jalal  Mah-i- 
Alam.  His  mother  Amina  was  the  daughter  of  .Sayyad 
Nasrullah. 

f 

He  received  his  education  as  well  as  the 

1 

sufi’s  robe  from  his  father. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  had  two  wives,  one  ^Alam  Khatun 

who  was  the  daughter  of  Sayyad  Ahmad,  one  of  the 

saints  of  Ahmadabad  and  another  Umraatu-l-Habib  who 

2 

was  the  daughter  of  Shaikh  Fath  Muhammad  (rasnavd. 


1-.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khatima  -  Mirat-i-AhmadI ,  p*41* 

2.  Hashira  bin  Kamal-ud-Dln  Karari-  Sahaifus-Sadat  (MS) 
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He  left  this  world  on  Rajab  12,  1045  (A*D#  163.6) 

and  lies  buried  at  Rasulabad.  The  prophet’s  two  foot- 

1 

prints  are  fixed  on  his  grave* 

He  had  six  sons  among  whom  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din 

.  2 

Muhammad  Maqsud-i-Alam  was  distinguis ted. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  used  to  distribute  every  Friday 

_  3 

as  alms  five  hundred  mahmudis  giving  two  to  each  man* 
Once  he  had  only  twelve  coins  with  him  which  were 
distributed  by  his  disciple, *Abd-ush-Shakur  among  six 
persons  according  to  the  usual  practice  of  the  saint 
gnd  nothing  was  left  for  the  remaining  people.  So  the 
Sayyad  sat  in  fmuraqaba)kf  and  all  of  a  sudden  he 
received  thro^h  one  of  his  sons  from  Khwaja  <Abdul- 
Hasan  Jumlat-ul-Mulk,  a  purse  containing  two  thousand 
mahmudis  *  He  handed  it  over  to  one  of  the  disciples 
for  distribution  among  the  people  present. 

1  •  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  ^lf  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i- 
Mir afc-i-Ahmadi ,  p#41?_ 

2*  Hashimbin  Kamal-ud-Din  Karari-  Saha-i-f us- sadat  (MS) 
3*  Mahmudi  was  a  silver  coin  equal  to  about  eight  and 
a  half  pence  English. 
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The  saint  was  bery  fond  of  reading  books  and 
devoted  all  his  spare  time  in  his  personal  library* 
He  was  an  accomplished  scholar  as  well  as 
versatile  poet.  He  wrote  ghazals,  qasidas  and  rubais 
under  the  non-de-plume,  Jalali. 

* 

The  following  is  the  ghazalfrom  his  Diwan: 

U  JU^>  >,'/<#>* A  vf\  S  -  »jl p  Pp*'/  J>  f'A 

L>  J  >/> 

U  JlM 

uj)>  JiP\  I 

/ 

The  qasidajri  of  the  saint  with  the  matla 

✓  f  qJfOV^'  -  y 

became  very  popular  among  his  followers# 


*  This  manuscript  dated  A#H.  10  JO  (A#D*  1620)  lies 
in  the  P£r  Muhammad  Shah  Library  in  Ahmedabad# 
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follows  are  some  of  his  \erses  from  the 
qasida  composed  by  him  in  praise  of  Shah-ri-Alatn. 

>  d >s£  /  - 

>  ;  Ujr 

>  S  C  ^  6  d'  ~  y  UV  sV  ij  2  (?.L> 

(° >  s>.  ^ 

In  his  following  rubai,  he  expresses  his 

,  J 

love  for  Hazrat  AH 

Ms  >  i  ^  ^  ;  ^ 

The  saint  wrote  Jumat-i-Shahiyay,  dealing 

with  Friday  prayers  and  commentaries  thereof.  His 
2  ( 

Lataif-i-Shahiya  written  in  Arabic  contains  verses 
full  of  admonitions. 

dh  _ 

In  his  A^kar-ul-Athar  there  is  the  history  of 
3 

his  ancestors. 


1.  It  is  inthe  library  of  the  Qfzi  of  Ahmadabad. 

2.  It  is  in  Fir  Muhammad  Shah  library  " 

3.  Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i-Alam-  Rauzat-i-Shahiya  {MS- 

As^abie) 
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# 

He  translated  the  Quran-e-Sha&f  into  the 

Persian  language  at  the  request  of  Braperor  Jahangir 

when  he  paid  a  visit  to  Ahmadabad  in  A. H. 1027  (A*D. 

1 

1617). 

SAYYAP  JALAL  MAQSUD^HiLAM  frIZA 

Sayyad  Jalal  Maqsud-i-£lam better  known  as 
Riza  was  born  on  the  night  of  Saturday  15th  JumadI 
II  A.H.1003  (A.D.1595)  at  Rasulabad.  He  committed  the 
Quran  to  memory  when  he  was  only  eleven  years  of  age* 
He  studied  the  Hadlth  literature  under  MautLana  Hasan 

2  t4- 

of  Sisfan  and  Shaikh  Abdul  Aziz,  the  disciple  of 
3 

his  father.  He  always  remained  by  the  side  of  his 
father  to  provide  him  with  the  necessaries.  He 
acquired  sufistic  knowledge  from  him.  His  father  also 
loved  him  tenderly. 


'  1*  i-Jfthangi^i  (Ms) 

Mawab  Saras am-ud-Dawluh  Shah  Hawaz  Kha Tn  - 
-  M&sir-ul-umra,  p*9. 

2*  A  town  situated  in  Iran. 

3#  MaalLavi  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  -  Mahbubzee  AlWanan 
T 5rikh-i- Awliya-i-I)a<Cfe n ,  p.224.  '  A 
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l 

Inthe  reign  of  Shahjahan  he  was  given  the 
I 

command  of  six  thousand  horse  and  a  governorship 
so  that  he  might  be  in  a  position  to  do  good  to 
the  people.  With  all  this  wealth  and  honour,  however, 
he  lived  a  life  of  a  sufi,  a  sufi  devoted  to  God  and 
awake  at  night,  offering  prayers  to  God*  During  the 
last  days  of  his  life,  he  went  to  Lahore  and  died 
a  sudden  death  on  Rabi  II  20,  1059  (A*D*  1640).  His 
remains  were  brought  to  Ahmaaabad  and  were  buried 

1 

at  Rasulabad  by  the  side  of  the  tomb  of  his  father* 

He  was  a  Persian  poet  and  composed  verses 

z 

under  the  nom-d  e-plume  wRl^HA11* 

CoV  ur~  J  U  Ci  ^  Qr*  ^  ^ 

-  *  . 


1  •  Mirza  Muhamma^d  Hasan  All  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khat  ima-i-Mirert-i-Ahmadl ,  p  .43  * 
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In  tha  following  verses  he  declared  his 
father  to  be  his  preceptor  and  sjaritiial  guide  in 
the  following  manner: 


9f  f>  (i  £  >  /  >  ** 

C 

i * j><  fifi 

flips')* 


His  following  rubai  has  been  given  as  a 
specimen  cf  his  composition; 


J3i.(  JU  \/> JL9  ^ ! 

Jsf  J>  s  * 
J  :>  L  I  C. Ir  ^  ujjljf 

(J  >  I  ^  l  J  IKi  J  3 


1.  *  Maulavd  Abu  furab  Muhammad-  Mahbubfzee  Albanian 
Tarfkh-i-Awliya-i-Daccan,  p*22b*  1  K 

2«  Sakh^vat  Mirza  Sabab-  Tadhkira-i-Sayyad  Jalal- 
ud-rnn  Makhdura  Jahaniyan  Johangasht ,  p.152. 
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SAYYAD  JAgAR  BADMI-ALAM  BUKHARI 

Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i-/?lam,  the  son  of  ^afore¬ 
said  Sayyad  Jalal  Maqsud-i-Alara  was  born  on  ShiabaUi 
12,  A.H*  1023  (A*D.1b15)  at  Rasulabad.  He  studied 
the  Hadith,  the  Tafsir  and  other  religious  subjects 
under  the  personal  care  of  his  father  and  committed 

to  memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran  when  he  was  seven 
1 

years  of  age. 

2 

He  received  the  sufi*s  robe  from  his  father. 

He  was  offered  the  governorship  of  Gujarat 
by  Emperor  Shihjahan  but  the  saint  refused  to 
accept  it  and  recommended  to  appoint  his  brother 
Sayyad  All  Rizvikhan  instead  to  the  post. 

fhis  learned  saint  retired  to  the  permanent 
abode  on  Dhul-Hajja  9,  1089  (A#B*16?5;  a  rd  was 

1*  Matulavii  Abu  Turab  Muhammad-  faahkira-i- Aw lij'a-i- 
Deccan,  p.288.  ^ 

2*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan- 
Khat  ima-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.43* 
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buried, at  Rasulabad. 

He  was  an  accomplished  scholar.  He  wrote 
several  works,  one  of  which  e  nbitled  "Rauzajr-i-iShahi* 

•  i  i 

comprises  twenty  four  volumes;  the  first  contains  the 
autobiography  of  the  saint  and  the  last  four  deal 
with  traditions  and  the  commentaries  of  the  Qur’an. 

He  was  a  calligraphist  and  was  very  rapid  at 
writing  so  much  so  that  he  could  copy  out  the  whole 

i  ^ 

Quran  in  fifty  four  hours ♦ 

He  was  a  poet  and  composed  ghazals  in 

_2 

Persian  under  the  nom-de-plume  "SAFA". 


1.  Mrza  ^li  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i-Mirat-i- 
Ahmadi,  p.44. 

2.  Mawlavd  Abu  Purab  Muhammad  -  Tadjakira-i-Awliya-i- 

B&srsrn  *  p*23&.  7s 
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SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD  MA'HBUB-I-AMM  ALIAS 

SHAH-I-ALAM  THAIG 

'  £»_ 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Mahbub-i-Alam ,  better  known 
a  a  Stfah-i-Alam  Q?hani,  the  son  of  Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i- 
,/ilam,  a  renowned  saint  of  the  time  ,;  was  born  on  Rabir 
I  2,  1047  (A*B«1637)  at  Rasulabad.  He  was  educated 
by  his  bf at her  who  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa. 

When  Emperor  Afebar  came  to  Ahuiadabad  and 

paid  a  holy  visit  to  the  shrine  of  &hahiya  (Shah-i~ 

6  _  -  — 

Alam) ,  he  signed  the  far  man  of  trusteeship.  The 

Sayyad  who  was  then  nine  years  old,  was  overjoyed. 

"Art  thou  so  much  pleased  to  see  the  farman  written 

in  gold  and  lining  letters*1?  said  the  graperor  to 

the  young  Sayyad.  "Your  Majesty",  answered  the 

Sayyad,  "Dhank  God,  our  pockets  are  full  of  gold, 

but  my  joy  is  due  to  raja  haviqg  a  look  at  four 

Majesty^  own  signature". 

About  the  strange  incident  of  his  death, 
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Mauls na  Nur-ud-Din,  one  of  hi  a  disciples  has 


narrated  that  in  the  month  of  J$nadi  II,  he  paid 
a  visit  to  his  preceptor  Mahbub-i-Alaffi  who  said  to 
him,  ,wMy'time  to  go  will  be  on  the  day  of  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  Shahiyas.^  He  was  then 
corifined  to  bed  and  his  condition  grew  worse  on 
the  19th  of  the  month*  He  passed  the  whole  day  in  o 
prayer$and  inquiring  about  the  holding  of  the  annual 
gathering  .  In  the  afternoon,  on  being  informed 
that  the  Shaikhs  and  Ulamas  had  assembled^,  he 
ordered  ‘Shaikh  Nur-ud-Di n  to  install  his  son  Sayyad 


Jafar  Majid  Alam  as  his  successor  and  then  he  died 
reciting  the  attributes  of  God  on  Wednesday  the 
19th‘  of  the  Jftmadi  II,  1110  (iUD*  1699}*  He  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  grand-father  at  Rasulabad. 

i  _ 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Mahbub-i-^lam  devoted  most 
of  his  time  to  reciting  verses  of  the  Quran*  He 

i 

had  the  Qurin-i-Sharif  to'  his'  heart  and  he  was 
wonted  to  recite  the  whole  of  it  once  a  day  in  the 
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,  1 

month  of ,  Ramzan* 

He  was  a  great  scholar  and  the  author  of  many 

religious  works.  He  also  wrote  commentaries  on  tne 

Quran,  one  in  Persian  quoting  the  authority  of  the 

Ahl-i-Jfrgit.  His  commendary  on  the  traditions  called 

Sinat-un-Huqat  is  well-known. 

His  Jara-ul-Mashagil  written  in  Persian  is  a 

3 

collection  of  his  preachings. 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Mahbub-i-Alam  $hah-i-Alari 
f ha nl  was  given  a  Sanad  by  Mughal  Emperor  Aurangzeb 
for  the  expenses  of  the  shrine  of  .Hazrat  Shah-i-tSlam 
Awwal  and  for  the  maintenance  of  Sa j jadahnas bin  and 
hi  s  descendants.  But  Sayyad  Muhammad,  the  Sajjadah- 
nashin  went-  to  Delhi  in  person  and  urged  Aurangzeb 


1.  Mrqza  Muhamrra  d  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p*45. 

2.  Ahl-i-Bc£&r  meaning  the ’people  of  ihe  Home1  (Of 
Muhammad)  is  $he  designation  usually  given- to 
Fatima  and  *Ali  and  their  children  and  descendants* 
This  is  the  name  by  which 'i Am- i~Khaldum  invariably 
designates  them  and  iheir  followers  and  disciples 
{Amir  %1±-  Spirit  of  Islam,  p.,462). 

3#  There  is  one  Ms,  copy  thereof  in  the  Pir  Muhammad- 
shah  library  in  Ahma_dabad, 
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to  transfer  the  Sanad  in  the  name  of.  his  son  Sayyad 

Jalal  Hamid- i-vA  lam.  She  emperor  after  hearing  him, 

bestowed  a  fresh  Sanad  in  the  name  of  Sayyad  Jalal 

Hamld-i-Mam  which  bears  the  seal  c£  Viceroy  Jafar- 

:krian,  dated  A.H.  1080  (iuih  1 670}  ,  the  11th  year  of 

reign  of  the  emperor. 

The  villages  Basns,  Isanpur,  Sarsi,.Basna 

Buzurg  and  Salijra  were  given  for  the  expenses  of 
o _ 

the  shrine  of  Shah-i-^lam  ^wwal  and  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  Saj jadahnashin  and  his  descendants. 

The  Sanad  is  in  Persian  and  still  preserved  wit.h 
the  present  Saj jadahnas bin  Sayyad  Musamyan, Imam 
Haidar  Bax.' 

6  _ 

His  son.  Sayyad  Jalsl-ud-Din  Hamid-Alam  was 
born  on  the  2nd  of  Jt(madi  I  iUH.1062  .{ A.B. 1.653)  • 

He  studied  under  his  father  and.  also  imbibed  the 
-spiritual  knowledge  and  received  the  khirqs. 
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He  died  a  premature  death  on  Dhul  Hijja  20, 
1114  (A*D*  1703)  and  v.as  buried  outside  the  shrine 
at  Rasulabad.  His  son^Sayyad  Jafar  was  made 
Sa jjadahnashln.  He  was  a  learned  man  and  wrote 
works  mostly  on  religious  subjects,  one  of  which 
entitled  Mirat-i-Urruya ,  deals  with  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  dreams  and  the  other  entitled  Miftah-ul- 

1 

Hajat  is  regarding  the  active  life. 


1,  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  l£  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khafcima-i-Mir  at- i- Ahmad  i,  p.45« 
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SAYYAD  JAFAR  MAJID-I-AIAM 

v  Sayyad  Jafar,  better  known  as  Majid -4 lam  was 

.born  on  Rabi^II  16  1081  (A.D.1671)  .at  Rasulabad. 

'  He  studied  the  Quran  and  other  religious  'subjects 

under  his  father,  Sayyad  Jalal  Hamld-i-Alara,  the  son 

of  Mahbub-i-Alam. 

He  died  in  A*H*1 109. {A.D.1 698)  and  was  buried 

in.Hasulabad  at  the  foot  of  his  father1  s  grave. 

He  was  a  learned  man  and  was  often  subject  to 

trances  and  at  such  times  whatever  he  predicted 

proved  true  . 

„  C- 

His  eldest  son^Sayyad  Muhammad  Mahmud  Alara 

was  godless  xn  his  youth  but  later  on  he  repented 

and  was  made  saj jadahnasbin  by  his, father. 

He  breathed  his  last  on  Shaman  26,  1149 

(A*D*  (7  M  )  and  was  buried  in  the  Shahiya  shrine 

e 

at  Rasulabad.  He  left  no  issue.  So  Sayyad  Abdush- 

Shakur,  the  son  of  his  brother ^Musa ,  was  made  the 

1 

Saj jadahnashin  of  the  shrine. 

1*  'Abdul-Jabbarkhan  BalkapOri-  .Awliya-i-Dapcan»p#88o 

Sha jra-i-Shahiya  (MS). 

'  t  '  0  /. 

■■  •  '  —  a.  s/ 
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DISCIfflBS  OB  1'HB'  SAIHE  SHAH-l-ALAM 

Ql2I  HAMMAD 

-  -  -  ’  1 

QeziHammad  also  known  as  (Jazi-ul-Alam  was 

born  in  A.H.846  (A.D.1442)  at  Saraspur,  now  a 

suburb  of  Ahmadabad.  His  father,  Qazi  Muhammad  bin 

Khatib  Mahmud  was  the  disciple  of  Sayyad  Burhan-ud- 

Din  Qutb-i-Alam.  About  his  birth(  it  is  so  said  that 

his  father  had  no  issue;  so  he  went  to  his  preceptor 
Tv 

to  praj^God  for  giving  him  one.  Sayyad  Qutb-i-Alam 
sens  him  to  his  son, Shah-i-AIam  to  request  him  for 
the  same*  So  he  approached  him  and  did  so.  Shah-i- 
^Alam,  taking  his  right  palm  into  his  hand  wrote  the 

"'S 

* 

letter  of-  the  Arabic  alphabets  thrice  in  a  line 
on  it.  These  letters  connoted  the  nam^s  of  the  three 
sons  he  would  have  during  the  ensuing  few  years  with 
the  names  Hamraad ,  Hamid  and  Hamid*- These  words  cams 
true  and  Qazi  Hamraad  was  the  eldest.  He  studied 

(m  _ 

under  Sayyad  Muhammad  Shah-i-Alam  upto  his  age  of 
twelve  years.  Then  for  twelve  years  more,  he  served 

1.  This  title  was  bestowed  by  his  preceptor* 
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as  a  soldier  fighting  for  the  faith.  While  leading 
a  soldier’s  life,  he  always  spoke  the  truth  and  ate 
only  what  he  earned  by  lawful  means*  If  anybody 
served  him  with  food  unlawfully  got,  he  refused  to 
taste  or  vomitted  it  forth.  Even  his  horse,  so  they 
say,  had  the  same  characteristic  taken  from  his 
master. 

He  never  budged  from  the  path  of  morality. 
After  completion  of  twelve  years  in  that  service, 
he  gave  it  up  and  passed  most  of  his  time  in  devotion 
to  God.  He  slept  but  for  a  short  time  at  nighty. 

During  the  last  part  of  his  life,  he  was 
wont£#to  sit  behind  a  curtain  and  one  of  his 
disciples  used  to  read  out  requests  on  which  the 
Qazi  passed  categorical  orders  -  "We  accept", 

"We  refuse".  And,  therefore,  the  U lamas  charging 

him  with  blasphemy,  wrote  a  fatwa  and  persuaded 

a  _  - 

the  Sultan  to  take  his  life.  If  his  brother,  Qazi 

Hamid,  known  as  Jabulanda  sign$  the  fatwa,  as 
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£ven  Mansur1  s  death  warrant  was  signed  by  Junaid, 

I  shall  pass  an  order  for  his  execution*,  remarked 
the  Sultan,  so  the^Ulama  went  to  Qazi  Jalanda  who 
begged  the*Ulama  to  wait;  for  he  hoped  that  his 
brother  would  listen  to  his  advice  and  repent* 
Accordingly,  he  approached  him  and  advised  him  to 
change  his  ways.  ”Do  I  speak  myself  or  does  God 
speak  through  me?"  said  Hammad*  And  speaking  these 
words,  he  pronounced  a  curse,  ”MyanjT,  the  mischief- 
monger,  him  we  remove  from  this  world*.  (That  Myanji 
was  a  teacher  of  these  three  brothers,  so  Qazi 
Jabulanda  pleaded  for  him,  but  Hammad  was  so  angry 
that  he  refused  to  listen  to  him,  saying  “Kill  the 
mobster  before  it  bites”.  While  they  were  thus 


1.  Husain  bin  Mansur  Al-Hallaj  was  brought  up  at 
Shushtar,  travelled  widely  in  India,  Khurasan, 

.  fransoxiana  and  Turkastin  and  finally  settled  at 
Baghdad  where  he  became  a  follower  of  Junaid,  a 
famous  sufl  saint*  In  the  end  the  orthodox  party 
rose  against  him  and  charging  him  with  blasphemy 
on  his  declaration  of  ^Anal^Haq.q”  (I  am  the  Truth- 
God)  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  minister 
'Abdul  Hasan  %li  bin  Isa.  Thereupon,  the  Khalifa 
al  Muqt adir-billah,  ordered  his  imprisonment  a  m 
he  was  at  last  terribly  ^ ortured  and  put  t  o  death 
at  Baghdad  -  Farid-ud-Di n  ittar-  Tadhkirat-ul- 
Awliya  (MS) . 
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talking  the  news  of  the  sudden  illness  of  Myanji 
4  reached  the  ears  of  Qazi*  “Have  pity  on  him11,  QazI 
Jabulanda  said.  “let  him  come  to  me;  if  he  abstains 

from  signing  the  *fatwa‘  he  shall  be  saved”,  said 

'  ^  '  .  M  , 

Hammad*  Qaai  Jabulanda  then  went  to  Jfyanji  end 

.  informed  him  of  what  had  happened  but  Sfyanji  calmly 
replied,  “For  sixty  two  years  I  have  faithfully  a rd 
firmly  followed  the  law  and  in  my  last  momeurts,  I 
will  not  prove  false  to  it.  I  know  I  shall  be  cured 
if  I  vLfifc  to  Hammad,  but  for  the  honour  of  the  law, 

I  gladly  offer  my  life”.  So  saying,  he  breathed 
his  last.  On  the  third  day  after  his  death,  all  the 
three  brothers  as  well  as  other  pupils  of  the  said 
teacher  went  to  his  grave  to  offer  wreaths. 

Hammad  was  thrown  down  twice  as  he  offered 
his  flowers;  the  remaining  members  of  the  party 
looked  meaningly  at  him.  Collecting  himself  Hammad 
remarked.  “He  was  my  teacher  and  had  a  claim  over  me, 
were  it  not  so,  I  would  have  deprived  him  of  the 
pleasures  of  the  next  world  too”.  The  giave  appeared 
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for  a  moment  as  if  to  tremble  and  then  the  flowers 

1 

offered  by  Hammed,  a  third  time  rested  on  it. 


'  While  Qazi  Hammad  was  running  his  thirtysirth 
year,  he  dreamt  a  dream  in  which  he  saw  Sayyad  Abdul 
Qadir  Gilani,  Khwaja  Muin-ud-Din.  Chishti  and  Shah 
Madar  who  said  to  him,  «0h  Hammad,  you^time  for  death 
has  drawn  near.  If  you  desire,  you  may  catch  hold  of 
the  hand  of  one  of  us  three  so  that  you  will  be  led 
to  the  divine  court tt.  Hammad  said,  *  I  wi  have  caught 

—  4- 

hold  of  a  hand  of  Shah-i-Alam,  if  he  will  not  do  so, 

I  will  approach  you."  The  t£  xt  morning  the  Qizi  with 

2 

has  khirqa  which  had  been  given  by  his  preceptor  went 
to  the  shrine  of  Shah-i-Aiam  at  Rasulabad.  He  put 
the  khirqa  there  and  said,  wMy  end  is  near,  I  have 
come  to  you,  you  may  lead  me  to  the  court  of  God11. 

An  invisible  voice  struck  to  his  ears,  saying  “EonH 
speak  more;  remain  silent;  Irophet  Muhammad  is 


1  •  Mirza  ^uhammad^  Hasan  ‘ASi^SSaS-Khat iraa-i-Mir  at-i- 
Ahmadi,  p*50;  ‘Abdur  Rashid  la  la  Modud  Chishti- 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (Ms). 

2.  He  was  given  a  cap  in  khirqa* 

3#  irt  that  time  Shah-i-Alam  was  dead  and  the  mausoleum 
also  was  not  built  -  Sayyad  Muhammad  J^far  - 
S,ad  Hikayat  (MS) 
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waiting  for  you11*  Immediately  after  this,  the  aoul 

of  Qazi  flew  away  from  his  body. 

This  happened  on  the,  -Shawwal  22,  882  (A*D*147S)« 

-  1 

He  lies  buried  at  Sarangpur,  a  locality  in  Ahmad abad. 

*  2 
His  son,  Namatullah  constructed  a  dome  over  his  tomb. 

The  personality  of  Q£zi  Hammed  was  ao  awe-inspiring 

that  people  did  not  dare  to  look  straight  at  him  and 

whoever  did  it  lost  his  senses. 


f#  Seyyad  Muhammad  Jafar-  Sad  Hikayat  (MS). 

But  according  to  the  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  by  cAbdur 
Rashid  Lala  Modud  ChishtI  (MS),  the  date  ia 
Shawwal  21,  901  { A#D*1496).* 

2.  4Abdur  Raahld  lala  Modud  Chiahfi-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

(MS) 
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MAtffljANA  AHMAD  ALIAS  MM  MAKHDUM 

Mau/lana  Ahmad,  be-fc-ter  known  as  Jfyan  riakhdum 
was  born  in  A.H.817  (A.D.  1397)  at  Ahmedabad. 

r 

His  father,  Burba n  Ibrahim  was  the  great 

1 

grand  son  of  Muhammad  khan  Ghori ,  one  of  the  deacen- 

2 

danta  of  Sultan  Shihab-ud-Dln  Ghori  (A.D*1 173/1 206) . 

His  great  grand  father  Muhammad  khan  lived  in  Delhi 

3 

and  worked  as  the  governor  of  Hag  ore .  Burhan  Ibrahim, 

proceeded  from  there  to  Ahmadabad 
the  father  of  Mawlana  Ahmad/and  settled  there.  He 

J 

•  '  became  the  follower  of  shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu,  the 
great  saint  of  the  Maghribiya  order.  He  had  no  male 
issue  so  he  requested  the  saint  to  pray  for  him  so 
that  he  would,  have  one.  The  saint  did  so  and  God 
blessed  him  with  one  who  was  named  Ahmad  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  incident,  Ahmad  acquired  his  early  education 
from  his  father  and  had  to  his  heart  the  whole  of 


1.  He  belonged  to  the  mounteuneoua  district  of  Ghur 
which^is  situated  in  the  hills  between  Gazna  and 
Her  at  b  The  Sultanate,  of  Delhi  Ch*VIII,p.71-A.L. 
SrivastavaO 

2.  Mawlatyl  Abu  Turab  Muhammad-Mahbub-  Tadhkira-i-* 
Dacca n,  p*7l-  Mirsa  Muhammad  Hasan  6Ali  Muhammad 
Khan-  Khatima-i-Mirat-i-^hmadi,  p*47. 

3.  In  Marwar.  . 

4.  vide  ,  p.  7 
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t 

■the  Quran  at  the  age  of  twelve*  He  studied  the 

religious  subjects  like  the  fiqh,  the  hadith,  etc* 

1 

under  Maiwlana  Sadr-i-J«han.  When  he  grew  up,  he  was 

appointed  as  the  minister  by  Sultan  Qutb-ud-Din  and 

he  performed  his  duties  of  the  responsible  position 

very  efficiently  for  twelve  years*  Thereafter,  he 
c  _ 

met  the  saint, Shah-i-Alara  at  Rasulabad  and  imbibed 
spiritual  knowledge  from  him*  The  latter  appointed 
him  his  khalifa  and  put  the  management  of  his  property 

and  the  convent  in  his  charge.  In  appreciation  of  his 

2 

ability  he  designated  him  as  Myan  Makhdum. 

All  the  time  he  passed  in  company'  with  the 
saint.  After  the  death  of  his  preceptor  he.  left 
Rasulabad  for  Tajpur,  a  locality  in  Ahraaaabad  and 
established  a  cement  there#  He  worked  as  a  teacher 
in  the  madrasa  attached  to  it.  He  died  there  at  the 

1  .  Vide,  p.  $ 

2*  j^bdur  .Rashid  la  la  Modud  Ghishti  - 
M&khb&r-ul-Awliya  (MS) 
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age  of  sixty  four  on  Rabid.  II,  22  089  (A.D.1469).  He 
1 

lies  buried  there  . 

The  mausoleum  over  his  tomb  was  built  by  one 
of  the  nobles  of  Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  (A.H.  863-917/ 
A.D*  1459-151 1)  *  He  held  the  saint  and  his  abode  so 

'  holy  that  henever  passed  urine  or  stools  nor  did  he 

*  2 
spit  within-^ the  precincts  of  Rasulabad. 


1  *  Mir 2a  Muhammad  Hasan  i\li  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Khatima-i-Mirat-i-AhmadI,  p.47* 

2.  *Abdur  Rashid  la la  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

"•  (MS) 
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MAMINA  ^IMiD-UD-DlN  tIrUMI 

Mau/lana  Imad-ud-Din  was  born  in  Tarum,  His 
original  name  was  Muhammad,  .About  his  birth  the 
history  tells  that  his  father  was  a  merchant  of 
Tarum.  He  migrated  to  India  for  the  sale  of  a 
pavilion  made  of  embroidered  silk  ornamented  with 
gold  wires  and  pearls.  It  was  not  bought  by  the 
emperor  of  Delhi  and  so  he  proceeded  to  Ahmadabid 
and  approached  the  saint  ^ Shah-i-Alam.  The  latter 
paid,  him  for  the  pavilion  nine  lacs  in  Persian  coins 
from  his  cushion. 

The  mrchant  receiving  such  a  large  sum  was 
immensely  pleased  and  entreated  humbly  before  him  to 
bless  him  with  a  son.  In  reply,  the  saint  said,ftGod 
will  give  thee  a  son/  who  will  be  a  pillar  of  the 
faith;  let  him  be  called  after  my  name,  Muhammad*1. 
After  staying  there  for  some  more  time,  the  merchant 
returned  to  Tarum,  and  in  The  due  course,  his  wife 
gave  a  birth  to  a  son  whom  he  named  Muhammad. 

1  *  It  is  a  town  situated  near  Shiraz  in  t hs  province 
of  Khurasan  (Shaikh  j&bdul  Qgdir  An-toussaf ir 
An  Akhbarul  Qaranil-4sh$r  ,  p.204.^) 
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When  the  child  reached  the  age  of  discretion, 
somebody  narrated  before  him  the  whole  event  mentioned 
above ♦  He  immediately  made  up  his  mind  to  reach 
Gujarat  to  pay  his  homage  to  the  saint  and  imbibe 
spiritual  knowledge  f r  an  him.  But  on  his  arrival  at 
the  destination,  he  was  greatly  disappointed  to  hear 
that  the  saint  had  left  this  transitory  world  long 
before*  Thereafter,  he  studied  religious  works  under 

r 

Malik  Qutb-ud-Din  and  became  his  disciple.  He  passed 
so  religious  a  life  that  he  was  known  as  "Imad-ud-Din*1 
(the  3Fi liar  -of  Religion).  He  then  made  his  permanent 
settlement  in  Ahmadabad  and  devoted  his  time  to~ 
teaching  pupils  in  the  madrasa  attached  to  the  convent  . 

The  saint  died  in  A*H.gOO  (A*D#l4g5)  and  lies 

2 

buried  in  Raaulabad* 

Shaikh  Wa  jlh-ud-Din  and  AUama  Qazi  6lsa  were 
3 

his  well-known  disciples. 


1*  He  was  4one  of  the  chosen  disciples  of  the  saint 
&  3hah-i-Alam-(sayyad  Muhi-ud-Din  *Abdu‘l  Qadir-  An - 
Nurussafir  An  Akhbar-ul-Q_arani-l-‘Ashirfp.204*) 

2.  Sayyad  Muhi-ud-Din  ^bd-ul-Qadir-An-lJurussafir  An 
Akhbaril  Qarani-l-Ashir^,  p*205. 

3*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  ^li  Muhammad  Khan  -  Khatima- 
i-Mif at-i-Ahmadi ,  p  *50 • 
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QAU  MAHMUD  GUJARATI 

Qazi  Mahmud  was  the  disciple  and  successor  of 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Shah-i-Alam  under  whom  he  studied 
? 

the  Quran,  the  Fiqh,  the  Had  it  h  and  other  religious 
subjects. 

This  saint* s  death  took  place  in  A.H*  920 

.  1 

(iUD#l5l5)  and  he  was  buried  at  Rasulabad.  He  was 

a  great  scholar  and  composed  poetry  in  Persian*  Some 

of  his  ghazals  are  very  popular  among  qawwa Is. 
is  cl  x 

Following  very  popular  couplets  from  one  of  his 
ghazals*  > 

^  £/X> 

o  '  •  s  j 

2  *>>  A 

CA)t+6~ 

So  many  legends  aaee  attributed  to  him  by  his 
disciples,  rfc'  is  said  that  at  the  time  of  his  burial 
all  attendants  were  surprised  to  see  his  open  eyes 
gaze  at  his  father  with  a  smile,  when  his  father 
spoke,  ^Oh  Mahmud l  What  is  this?11,  they  became  at 
once  closed  up. 

U  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Mn-Tarikh-i-Awliya ,  p#?55* 

2.  Khwaja  Niz am-ud-Di n  Ahmad-Tabqat-i-Akbari,p.l80. 
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SUl SM  SHAH  SHAZjjfl 

1 

Sultan  Shah  Ghazni  was  born  in  about  A*H.S§9 
(A*D*1456).  When  he  was  young  he  lived  as  a  free 
booter  and  people  quietly  submitted  to  whatever  he 
said.  About  his  initiation  into  the  sufi  order  it  is 

said  that  once  Myan  Makhdum,  a  disciple  and  the 

•  c  ~ 

steward  in  the  convent  of  the  saint  Shah-i-Alam  went 

2 

to  the  city  with  eighty  four  gold  mohura  which  were 
received  every  day  from  the  persons  and  the  places 
pointed  out  by  the  saint  and  which  were  spent  on  the 
daily  expenses  in  the  convent.  Sultan'Shah  appeared 
on  the  spot  and  forcibly  snatched  away  the  money 
from  Makhdum  who  returned  home  and  informed  the  saint 
about  it.  ttThe  seed  of  regard  is  sown  in  his  heart11, 
said  the  saint  smilingly,  some  time  after,  the  saint 
followed  by  Makhdum,  was  driving  in  a  carriage  and 
the  people  in  the  way  were  respectfully  saluting  and 

■  "  ri 1  "  1  ”  . ""  "  ~ "  ’  r 

1.  According  to  the  Khatima-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  he  died 
at  the  age  of  63  in  A.H.922  (A. D.  1517),  so  this 
is  the  approximate  date  of  his  birth. 

2 •  Each  weighing  17  tolas. 
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kissing  his  feet.  Those  who  were  riding  on  horse-back 
alighted  to  pay  homage  to  him.  But  Sultan  Shah  who 
at  that  time  happened  to  pass  there,  arrogantly 
turned  from  the  saint  and  rode  on  haughtily  not  caritg 
for  the  saint.  "Seest  thou  this  fellow**,  said  Makhdum. 
“If  it  pleases^  Almighty** ,  calmly  answered  the  saint> 
“Such  persons  will  serve  as  sweepers  for  poor  humblemen 
like  thee11*  Suddenly  Sultan  Shah  was  thrown  off  his 
horse  and  with  him  fell  his  pride  and  his  haughtiness* 
He  repented  and  next  day  waited  on  the  saint  and 
te  came  his  disciple.  The  saint  in  order  to  purify  the 
heart  of  his  royal  diSciple,  ordered  him  to  clean  the 
kitchen  pots  and  to  receive  instructions  in  sufism 
from  Myan  Makhdum.  In  the  course  of  time,  he  imbibed 
sufistic  knowledge  and  was  acknowledged  as  a  great 
sufi . 

Several  miracles  are  attributed  to  him.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  three  on  Monday  Safar  20, 

1 

922  (A*£*15l7)  and  was  buried  near  the  Raikhad  Gate 
within  xhe  rampart  of  the  city  of  Ahmadabad. 

1*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  jUli  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima--- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.49-^ 

'Abdur  Rashid  laia  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

{ MS  £ere*a-n) . 
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SHAIKH  KHALIL  MflHAMM £P  BftMBANI  SUHEUWARDY 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  birth-date  and  birth¬ 
place  of  Shaikh  Khalil  Muhammad  Bfcmbani.  He  waa  the 
aon  of  Shaikh  Nur-ud-Bin  Bambani  whd  waa  the  disciple 
of  Shaikh  Qutb-ud-Din,  one  of  the  well-known  saints  of 
Ahmadabad. 

Shaikh  Khalil  Muhammad  acquired  his  ear Hy  educa¬ 
tion  from  hia  father  and  studied  the  fiqh,  the  hadith 

and  other  religious  subjects  under  tne  saint  Shah-i- 
c  ~ 

A  lam*  He  also  received  the  khirqa  from  him  and  embraced 

1 

the  Suhrawardya  order.  He  continued  to  preach  the 

principles  of  the  order  for  the  whole  of  his  life. 

He  died  on  Shaban  26,  1033  (A.D.1625)  and  lies  buried 

within  the  precincts  of  the  mosque  at  Tajpur  in 
2 

Ahmadabad. 


1.  AH  Bambani/  saints  are  called  Suhrawardy  because 
their  great ‘grand  fathers  te*e  embraced  the 
Suhraward  jya  Order  from  Makhdum  Jethaniyan  Jahangashta- 
Abdur  Rashid  lala  Modud  Chishti  -  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

Sayyad  Ja'far  Badr-i-Alam-Jumat-i-Shahiya ,  Voll^&S) 

2.  "Abdur  Rashid  Mela  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya 

(MS) 
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.  QAZI  SAYYAD  ISMAIL  iSFAHAfjl 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  date  and  the  place 
of  birth  of  Qazi  Sayyad  Ismail.  His  father  Sayyad 
Burhan  gave  him  early  education.  He  was  a  pious  and 
dignified  person. 

He  was  appointed  Qazi  of  Broach.  When  the 
saint  $hah-i-Alam  halted  at  Broach  en  route  to 
Nandurbar  and  Sultanpur,  he  waited  on  the  saint, 
became,  his  disciple  and  discarded  the  turban  usually 
worn  by  the  Qazi. 

One  day  the  following  versed  from  the  Quran 

were  recited  by  one  of  the  disciples  before  the  saint 

Shah-i-Alam,  while  Qazi  Sayyad  was  present;  wAnd  their 

1 

Lord  shall  make  them  drink  a  pure  drink11.  The  Qazi 
as  if  eager  to  taste  it  remarked,  MIs  that  drink 
material  and  really  drinkable  or  does  it  mean  something 
else?"  Answered  the  saint  smilingly,  »It  is  earthly  and 
can  be  tasted”.  Said  the  Qazi,  rtIf  it  can  be  tasted 
in  this  world,  thou  art  my  preceptor11* 

1 .  Quran,  Ch.IXXVI:  2U 
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-  one  who  has  received  it  -  and  I  hope  thou  wilt  be 

pleased  to  bestow  on  me  a  portion  of  ittt.  MI  shall  see”, 

replied  the  saint,  rtWait  on  me  regularly  at  tho  time  of 

midnight  prayer,  perchance  thou  mayest  be  given  this 

drinkw.  And  the  Qazi  waited  upon  him  and  was  blessed  with 

it  one  night*  And  he  said,  ’ME he  first  intoxicating  effect 

of  it  is  this  that  God  hath  revealed  to  me  the  real 

nature  of  Heaven  and  HellM*  Qazi  died  on  Rabi  I  26  and 

1 

was  buried  at  Badupur  in  Ahmadabad. 


1*  Mir 2 a  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan  -  Khatima-i- 
Mir at -i-Ahmadl ,  p»55# 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  324  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


> 


(319) 

KHWAJA  AHMAD 


Khwaja  Ahmad  was  born  in  Ahmadabad*  He  was 
the  son  of  Khwaja  Dosan,  a  popular  saint  of  the  time. 
He  imbibed  his  early  education  as  well  as  spiritual 
knowledge  from  the  saint,  Shah-i-Alam  who  bestowed 
upon  him  the  title  of  «MiskInullahn . 

He  devoted  his  whole  life  in  Ahmadabad  to 
imparting  religious  instruction  to  his  followers. 

He  died  on  ghawwal  13  and  lies  buried  at 
Shahpur,  a  locality  in  Ahraadabad* 

Khwaja  Ahmad  was  a  man  with  firm  determination 

f  i 

and  strong  moral  power,  Sven  the  saint,  Shah-i-Alam 
was  pleased  with  his  character  and  was,  one  day  led 
to  make  a  remark. 

Quatrains* 


a 


LAwPuw’SCc 

jyfi  y.L‘‘  6  ~ 


1 •  Mirsa  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i- 
Mirat-i-Ahmadx,  p.54  (MS). 

Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i-Alam-  Rauzat-i-Shahiya  (MS) 
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TEE  yisowma  OF  THB  SUHRAWAKDIYj  3 AIMS 
LYi m  BURIED  IN  AHMABAB~AD 

SHAH  MUSA  SU HAG-  SUHRAWARDY 

Shah  Muaa  a  Is  o  known  as  Suhag  was  born  at 

Awaah  of  the  present  Utt.ar  Pradesh*  He  received 

spiritual  knowledge  from  Shah  Sikandar  Budla  Suhrawar- 

dy  who  also  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqiw 

Once  while  he  was'  in  Delhi  he  went  to  pay  a 

holy  visit  to  the  shrine  of  His  Holiness  Nizam-ud-Din 
1 

Awliya  Mahbubri-Ilahi.  There  he  saw.  women  singing 
songs  in  accompaniment  of  the  beating  of  ^fche  drum. 

Thinking  that  the  practice  though  mure  Hgious ,  was 
allowed  by  Nizam-ud-Din  Awliya^  he  remained-  si le  nt * 

After  some  days  he  went  to  Mecca  for  pilgrimage. 

During  the  night  before  the  day  of  his  departure  from 
Mecca  for  Madina,  he  had  a  dream  in  which  he  was 
informed  that  he  would  be  discarded  from  the  Prophet’s 
religion*  In  the  morning  he  revealed  the  natter  to 
an  old  and  experienced  Shaikh  in  the  caravan*  The 

1 .  Vide  p-4^ 
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latter  interpreted  it  in  the  words, wThe  prophet  does 
not  desire  to  meet  you  as  you  are  not  well  conversant 
with  the  practices,  of  his  spiritual  son,  JSELgam-ud^Din 
i&wliya  in  Delhi 41 .  Shah  Musa  was  at-  once  reminded  of 
the  incident  of  the  women  who  were  singing  in  accompa¬ 
niment  of  the  beating  of  the  drum  before  the  shrine 
of  Nizam-ud-Dln  j^wliya. 

i 

The  Shaikh  instructed  him  to  return  to  the 
shrine  of  that  saint  in  Delhi  and  to  beg  forgiveness 
for  the  mistake  committed  by  him,  .After  Shah  Musa 
returned  to  India,  he  tried  to  act  in  the  same  manner 
as  he  had  observed  the  women  doing  by  the  side  of 
Nizam-ud-Din  Awliya’s  shrine;  he  wore  bracelets  on 
his  wrists,  got  his  beard  and  moustaches  shaved  off, 
applied  collyrium  to  his  eyes  and  put  a  nose -ring 
in  the  nose  and  ear-rings  in  the  ears,  Then  he 
procured  a  drum  and  went  to  the  shrine  of  the  Mahbub-i- 
Ilahi.  There  he  danced  with  rotations  in  accompaniment 
of  the  beating  of  the  drum  till  he  attained  the 
condition  of  the  x  hal1  (ecstasy).  When  he  recovered 
his  senses,  people  told  him  to  put  off  the  female 
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attire.  But  he  did  not  pay  any  heed  to  their  words 

1 

and  continued  to  wear  that  female  dreas. 

After  passing  some  time  there,  ;Shah  Musa 

proceeded  to  Ahmadabad  and  made  his  permanent  abode 

there.  On  account  of  the  persuation  of  the  Qazi  of 

the  city,  he  took  off  his  female  dress  ard  successfully 

put  on  a  white  male  one.  Both  of  them  then  went  to 

the  great  mosque.  After  performing  ablution  Shah  Musa 

during  the  cuurse  of  offering  prayers  uttered  Allah-o- 

Akbar,  and  he  was  found  by  the  attendants  in  his  usual 

female  red-coloured  dress.  When  the  prayer  was  over, 

2 

the  saint  spoke:  ^  ^ 

.■  /(rizfi? 


The  incident  of  his  death  is  very  popular 
among  the  people  of  Ahmadabad  even  today.  It  so 

happened  that  there  was  a  draught  in  the  city  of 

( 

Ahmadabad  so  Mahmud  Begada,  the  Sultan  of  his  time 


1*  Khwaja  Badr-ud-Din  Gaznaw-Shavahid-i- Nizami  (MS) 

2.,  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Mn-Tarikh-i-Awliya,  p.779? 

Mirza  Muhammad  Akht  ar-Tadhkira-i-Awliya-yi-Hind, 

P*152* 
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called  upon  the  Qazi  of  the  city  and  asked  him  to 

.IS 

pray^God  for  the  Rainfall.  The  Qazi  said,  "Shah  Musa 
Suhag  must  be  requested  gor  the  purpose;  his  prayers 
will  bring  down  rain”.  So  both  of  them  approached 
the  saint*  The  latter  was  at  that  time  in  the  midst 
of  eunucris  busy  playing  upon  the  drum  and  singing 
songs.  On  being  requested  by  the  Sultan  to  offer 
prayers  for  rainfall,  he, said, 

ultimately  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  entreaty  of  -&he 
Sultan  and  looked  up  towards  the  sky,  uttering  the 

worda  "  /,  \  -%i0  (  " 

U>\  C 


Havirg  uttered  these  words  when  he  was  about 

to  break  down  his  bangles  on  the  stone  nearby,  there 

was  a  torrential  rainfall  and  the  streets  of  the  city 

1 

were  over-flooded  by  water#  It  continued  to  rain,  so 
the  people  were  in  the  straitened  condition.  The 
Sultan  approached  again  to  Shah  Musa  to  put  an  end  to 


,  £  nr 

1.  Sayyad  Jafar  Badr-i-Alam-  Rauzat -i- Shahiy a  (MS); 
Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-Tarikh-i-Awliya,  p#77B. 
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that  calamity  of  the  heavy  rain.  The  saint  prayed 

for  the  same  and  the  rain  stopped.  Before  long,  he 

prayed  that  the  ground  might  gulf  him  up.  His  prayer 

was  granted  by  t-he  God  and  the  ground  nearby  opened 

and  he  disappeared  in  it*  When  the  place  was  dug  by 

the  order  of  the  Sultan  his  head  was  seen  but 

immediately  after  it  again  disappeared  in  another 

plfcee*  In  the  same  manner  the  place  was  dug  four  times 

and  the  head  was  seen  every  time*  Ultimately  the  iSultan 

ordered  the  attendants  to  put  flowers  as  an  offering 

at  the  place  where  the  head  was  seen  the  fourth  time. 

But  again  it  was  seen  out  of  the  enclosure  of  the 
1 

mosque ,  uttering  the  words  "I  do  not  want  any  offerirgs" 

2 

This  happened  on  Ha  jab  10,  853  (i*D*1450)* 

Having  heard  the  sad  news,  the  contemporary 
£  - 

saint  Sayyad  Muhammad  Shah-i-Alam  dispatched  Myan 
Makhdum  with  a  piece  of  cloth  for  his  coffin,  directing 
him  not  to  allow  people  there  to -remove  the  bangles 
from  his  hands.  His  instructions  were  followed  and 

1 .  It  is  in  the  area  called  Shahibag  now* 

2*  There  are  four  tombs  at  present  (Gazetteer  of 
Bombay  Presidency,  Ahmedabad  Vol,IV-Ch*XIV,p *281 
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he  was  buried  at  the  place,  now  known  as  Shahibag  in 
Ahmedabad. 

The  followers  cxf  Shah  Musa,  are  known  as  n$ada 
Suhagan|?«They  put  on  female  clothes,  a  nose-ring  in 
their  nose,  an  ear-ring  in  their  ears  and  bangles  in 
their  wrists# 

Within  the  enclosure  of  the  aforesaid  mosque 
there  was  a  very  old  and  large  champs  tree.  Since  the 
happening  of  the  incident  of  his  death,  it  had  been 
the  practice  with  the  visitors  to  take  green  glass 
bangles  in  numbers  7,  11,  13 ,  21,  29  or  126  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  their  means  and  importunity  and  to  hong  them 
on  the  branches  and  twigs  of  that  tree.  They  believed, 
nIf  the  saint  favours  us,,  the  champa  tree  will  snatch 

up  the  bangles  ard  will  wear  them  on  its  wrists 
i 

(Branches  and  twigs)#  For  the  last  several  years  the 
tliree  has  been  no  more  there*  However,  childless  ladies 
still  go  there  to  get  the  blessing  of  the  holy  soul  for 
having  an  offspring  and  put  as  an  offering  bangles  in 


1#  Gazetteer  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  Ahmadabad,  Vol. 
/  IV,  Ch.  XIV,  p.281* 
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th®  same  aamnbers  mentioned  above*  Hfewly  married 
oouples  also  visit  the  place  with  bangles  of  grten 

©©lour  and  put  as  an  offering  eOm§  of  them  there 
an<&  th®  bride  wear^  the  remaining  hereelt* 

.KHAWAJA  SHAIKH  KABIR-UD-DIN  iARKIFI 

Khwaja  Shaikh  Kabir-ud-Dfn  was  born  in  Nagore. 
The  date  of  his  birth  is  not  known*  His  father&s  name 

&  —  —  t 

was  Aziz-ud-Din  who  was  the  son  of  Abdul  Mahrain,  the 

direct  descendant  of  Shaikh  Hamid-ud-DIn  Nagori 

1  _  _ 

iSuhrawardy.  Khwaja  received  his  education  as  well  as 
spiritual  knowledge  from  his  father  who  later  on 
appointed  him  his  successor. 

He  passed  the  major  part  of  his  life  at  Hagor 

but  in  his  last  days  on  account  of  the  quarrel  with 

l  .  „ 

the  local  people  he  had  to  leave  itand  go  to  Ahmadabad. 

/ 

There  he  established  a  monastery  and  preached  Islam. 

He  died  in  A*H.  858  (A*D#1455)  and  was  buried 

:  '2 

near  the  Saharangpur  Gate  in  Ahmadabad, 


*'  Me  (atzl*  ,  fte  t^>  ^  Sk^'Kk 

A.H.67Z 

;  usz^  '  •.  [  C  QjkAa^  'S&U>JkJL 

S&kA  —  UK-  ! 

x>  -  /)■[&(  yeiX- 
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■SAY YAP  MUHAMMAD  MURAD  MASHHAD! 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  birth-date  of 

Sayyad  Muhammad  Murad  but  he  was  born  in  Ahmadabad. 

,  '  _  _  1 
'His  father* s  name  was  Sayyad  Sharaf-ud-Dxn  Mashhadi. 

He  was  the  khalifajd  of  Sayyad  Makhdum  J&haniyan 
2  _ 

Jahingasht*  Sayyad  Muhammad  Murad  received  his  early 
education  f r  on  his  father  who  v?hen  he  attained  the 

age  of  discretion,  sent  him  to  Sayyad  Muhammad 

.  l 

Mahbub-i-Alam  Shah-i-Alam  Thani  at  RasulabacU  There 

•  i 

he  imbibed  the  sufistic  knowledge  as  well  as  the 

khilafat  from  the  saint. 

He  was  very  fond  of  teaching  and  so  he  devoted 

all  his  spare  time  to' imparting  education  to  children 

in  the  wdrasa  at  Nawtar  in  Ahmad abad  upto  the  end  of 

4 

his  life.  His  tomb  is  situated  at  the  same  place. 


1.  He  lies  buried  in  Broach. 

2#  Vide,  p.  Ml 

3*  He  was  ^t he  grandson  of  the  well-known  saint 
Sh£h*i-Alam  (Bombay  Graz etteer^ Part  I,  p.17) 

4.  Sayyad  Sharaf-ud-Din  Mashahadi-  Malfuz-i- Sayyad 
Muhammad  Murad  (MS) 
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MAU&ANA  mtUPtDIN  ITOULLAH  ZARIH 

Mau/lana  Nur-ud-Din  was  born  in  A. H*  1-064 
(A*D*1657)  at  Ahmad a bad*  He  was  the  son  of  shaikh 
Salfh.  He  acquired  his  primary  education  frcm  his 
learned  father  and  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  from 
Sayyad  Mahbub  Alam,  better  known  as  Shah-i-Alam  fhani 
who  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa. 

The  saint  went  to  Mecca  in  A*H*1143  (A*IM73l) 
and  the  raxfc  year  returned  to  Ahmadabad.  He  was  alive 
thereafter  for  12  years  and  died  in  A.H.  1155  (A.D. 
1743)*  He  was  buried  in  Astodia,  a  locality  in 
Ahmadabad „ 

He  was  a  very  learned  man  and  so  people  called 
himrAllamah.  He  wrote  a  number  of  books  of  commentary 
on  different  works  like  Tafsir-i-Kalamullah,  Tafsir-i- 
Nurani,  Tafsir-i-Bai&awi ,  sharh-i-sj&ahih  Bukhari, 

1 

•  rHashiya-i-QadimaJii  and  Sharh-yi-MathnavfcL-^Maivlana  Rum. 


1#  Mir  Grulam  Ali  Azad-  Hasir-ul-Kirara,  Vol.I,  p * 21 9; 
MirzajAli  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatimg^i-i-Mirat-i~ 
AhmadI,  p*37. 
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His  fame  as  a  Halented  Arabic  scholar  spread 
far  and  wide  ard  people  flocked  to  the  seminar  that 
he  held  from  time  to  time*  It  was  his  practice  to 
provide  with  lodging  and  boarding  all  who  visited 
his  co  nve  at  • 

SHAIKH  MUHAMMAD  SALLE  PIRBABA 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Salih  better  known  as  Pirbaba 
was  born  in  Ahmadabad.  His  birth-date  is  not  known. 

His  father  Mawlana  Nur-ud-Din  was  a  well-known  saint  of 
the  time  .  From  him  he  received  the  spiritual  knowledge 
and  later  on  the  'khirqa * 

At  the  age  of  seven  he  could  recite  the  whole 
of  the  Quran  with  apt  intonation* 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Salih  was  once  invited  to  nis 
court  by  Prince  Muhammad  Azam  shah  ( A*H.  1 1 1 3—1 11b/ 
A*D*l701-05)  >  the  then  Sub^dar  of  fujarat  and  was 
requested  by  the  latter  to  recite  the  Surah  entitled 
ttAr~Rahraan*#  When  he  acted  upto  tne  order  the  prince 
was  immensely  pleased  to  hear /ken  to  his  sweet  and 
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melodious  recitation  and  bestowed  on  him  a  robe  of 

honour,  a  big  sum  of  money  and  the  village  of  Tajpur 

in  the  largana  of  Viramgam  as  a  fief,  Darrukh  Siyar 

and  Muhammad.  Shah  also  invited  him  to  Delhi  to  enjoy 

his  grand  performance  of  recitation  of  the  Quran 

when  they  were  the  rulers  *  They  conferred  on  him 

1 

various  presents  inclusive  of  the  elephant* 

The  saint  died  in  Delhi  on  Jamadi*II  16,  1147 

(A»D»1735).  His  coffin  was  brought  to  Ahraadibid  and 

was  buried  by  the  side  of  the  tomb  of  his  grandfather. 

He  was  deemed  to  be  superior  to  every  one  of 

his  contemporaries  in  learning. 

After  some  years  of  his  death,  his  surviving 

father  Mau/lana  Nur-ud-Dih  saw  him  in  a  dream  telling,' 

WI  possess  the  title  of  "Murad  Bakhsh*1  which  gives 

the  year  of  my  death  and  I  declare  that  the  offering 

_  2 

to  ray  soul4  should  be  ’ThuliU  Whosoever  desireth  to 

gain  his  object  fulfilled  should  relish  it  and  recite 
the  fatiha  for  me. _ 

la  Mirza  ^li  Muhammad  Khan-Khatima-i-Mirat-i-^madl, 

2*  A  kind  of  sweet  food  prepared  from  the  husks  of 
wheat. 
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MALEIC  MUHAMMAD  XKH1IYAR 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  birth-date  and 

birth-place  of  Malik  Muhammad  Ikbtiyar.  But  it 

is  certain  that  his  f amity  was  rich  and  had  close 

relationship  with  Sultan  Mahmud  Begada*  He  received 

his  spiritual  knowledge  and  the  khirqa  from  Mulla 
1 

Kablr.  About  the  renunciation  of  the  worldly  life 
of  MaliK,  it  is  so  said  tnat  one  day  he  was  passing 

ct  _ 

in  a  planquin  through  Mithapur,  a  locality  in 
Ahmadabad.  Thene  was  a  tamarind  tree  on  the  road, 
the  cool  shade  of  which  tempted  him  to  go  under  it, 
to  protect  himself  from  the  scorching  sun  of  the 
noon  day.  He  sat  there  and  gave  himself  up  to  sleep. 
When  he  awoke,  he  saw  that  in  the  corner  of  the 
mosque  nearby,  a  mulla  was  busy  teaching  children. 

He  went  there*  He  made  his  ablution  and  offered 
prayers  with  the  mulla.  After  the  prayers  the  mulla 

1 «  The  disciple  of  Shaikh  Hamld-ud-Din  Na~gori,  one 
of  the  most  famous  si 'saints,  lies  burred 
between  Rajpur  and  Saraspur,  Ahmad abad^ 

[Mirza  "All  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i-Mirat-i-Ah/nadi , 

P*59  *  3 
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continued  to  gaze  au  Malik  in  such  a  way  that  on 
account  of  his  powerful  influence,  Malix  lost  his 
senses.  Having  regained  his  consciousness  after  some 
time,  he  got  up  and  went  home,  me  next  morning  he  - 
again  met  the  mu  11a  under  the  tamarind  tree*  Having 
passed  sometime  lith  him,  he  returned  home.  Por  some 
days  he  continued  to  do  so.  Ultimately,  the  mu  11a 
asked  him  why  he  frequented  the  place.  After  having  a 
talk  for  a  long  time  he  advised  him  to  decide  once 
far  all  whether  he  preferred  the  renunciation  of 
worldly  pleasures  or  not.  In  reply,  Halite  requested 
him  to  give  some  time  to  decide  Into  the  matter  and 
returned  home.  He  called  for  all  servants  and  maid¬ 
servants  and  relieved  them  after  paying  their  dues. 

He  was  very  careful  to  gratify  the  desires  of  the 
female  servants  in  connection  with  social  expenses. 
Then  he  approached  Mahmud  Begada  and  had  a  talk  with 
him" about  his  decision,  The  latter  having  shown  the 
inventory  of  all  his  valuable  possession  inclusive 
of  horses,  elephants,  ornaments,  cash  money  and 
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estates  *bold  him  to  make  use  of  the  same  in  whatever 
way  he  would  think  to  be  proper  but  to  give  up  the 
idea*  Malik  said  finally  that  he  had  the  whole  of 
his  life  been  serving  the  Multan,  but  that  thence¬ 
forward  he  wanted  to  serve  the  Creator  of  the  Sultan. 

• 

He  having  completed  the  sentence  left  the  place  and 

1 

returned  home.  The  Sultan  called  Daryakhan  and 

,  2 

hlifkhanythe  friends  of  Malik  and  recounted  to  them 
what  had  happened*  They  took  the  inventory  and  went 
to  Malik1  s  place  to  persuade  him  to  change  his  mind. 

On  learning  about  their  arrival,  Malik  at  onos  sent 
for  a  barber  and  got  his  beard  and  moustaches  and 
eyebrows  clean-shaved .  He  then  handed-  over  the  charge 
of  all  the  property  in  the  house  to  his  wife  and 
permitted  her  to  remarry.  But  she  rather  preferred  to 
follow  him  in  all  his  ways  of  life.  She  collected  all 
her  ornaments  and  jewellery  and  put  them  before  her 
slave-girls.  She  put  on  a  simple  dress  and  accompanied 

1  .  He  was  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Multan, 

2.  He  was  also  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Sultan* 
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her  husband.  Then  both  presented  themselves  before 
Darya  khan  and  Alifkhan  who  had  been  waiting  outside 
and  passed  by  them  without  caring  for  having  a  talk 
with  them. 

The  Malik  betook  himself  with  his  wife  to  the 
Shaikh.  The  Matter  received  him  with  the  couplet'^ 


and  gent  Ifelik’s  wife  inside  where  there  were  some 


women  and  sent  words  to  them  by  way  of  introducing 

her  that  she  was  no  leas  than  the  wife  of  Ibrahim 

1 

Ad  ham  of  the  day.  He  then  initiated  Malik  into  his 
order.  Malik  then  rendered  so  humble  a  service  in 
his  austerity  that  he  used  to  bring  bare-footed  the 
water  of  the  SSbarmati  for  the  Shaikh.  Though  people 
in  the  beginning  used  to  consider  him  insane ,  he 
earnestly  adhered  to  his  humble  mode  of  life.  Before 


1.  kLrza  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir  at- ±- Ah®  ad  i ,  p.59. 

He  was  a  famous  saint  who  from  being  one  of  the 
richest jnen  of  Balkh  became  a  dervish  for  love 
‘Of  God-^Myan  Msnjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari ,  p*62«J 
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long^  people  round  about  commenced  to  venerate  his  ' 

pious  life  and  started  to  approach  him  for  soliciting 
1 

his  bleasihgs.  After  some  time  he  changed  his  ways. 

He  started  to  ask  for  money  from  his  proselytes  to 
help  the  poor  therewith  in  private  without  keeping' 
anything  for  himself.  But  that  action  lowered  the 
opinion  of  a  11a  a  bout  him.  They  began  to  call  him  a 
greedy  fa"$ir.  But  he  was  careless  about  all  that  as 
he  rather  wanted  to  avoid  their  company.  Later  on, 

he  received  the  title  of  *  Muhammad  Ikhrbiyar*  from 

'  '  2 

the  court  of  the  king  of  kings* 

*  *- 

One  day  Shah-i-Alam,  the  eminent  saint  met 

Malik  at  some  place  and  requested  him  to  bestow  his 

holy  robe  upon  him.  "Only  saints?,  said  Malik,  ncan 

do  sot1?.:f?3ut  you  are  one  of  them*,  said  the  saint, 

And  so  Malik  put  his  cap  on  his  he  ad  and  the  saint 

3 

handed  over  his  shirt  to  Malik. 


~  - 

1*  Myan  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandar i,  p.o3. 

2.  Mirsa  lAli  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p* 59* 

3.  Mir  zS  ft  IT  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at -i- Ahmad i, 
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Malik 'died  in  A*H*  944  1537)  and  was 

buried  at  a  place  near  the  present  grave-yard  of 
the  Bohraa  between  Raipur  and  Saraspur  in  Ahmad ab ad* 

Malikas  nature  was  saintly  even  while  he  used 

to  lead  a  worldly  life*  On  one  occasion,  Sultan 

Mahmud  Begada  conferred  on  his  favourite  courtiers 
1  2 

ranks  and  titles.  All  accepted  the  same  with  intense 
gratitude.  But  Malik  Muhammad  refused  to  accept  the 
same  saying  that  his  name  Muhammad  was  sufficient 

for  him:  « no  appendage  would  add  to  his  worth  or 

3 

repute  anymore* 


1.  Like  Ban j  Hazari 
2*  Like  Khan 

3*  Miyan  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sinkandari ,  p«63 
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SAYYAD  YAQUB  UBilM 

Sayyad  Yaqub  was  born  in  Ahraadabad.  Nothing  ia 
known  about  hi  a  birth-date*  His  father  Sayyad  IChondmir 
was  a  learned  man*  .He  was  very  particular 

about  his  son’s  education  and  as  such  he  himself  took 
pains  after  it  and  taught  him  various  subjects*  When 

■Sayyad  Yaqub  was  in  his  prime ,  big  appearance  was 

0 

very  attractive*  Once  he  came  into  contact  with  Malik 
1 

Muhammad  Ikhtiyar  who  found  him  to  be  very  intelligent 
and  pious  hearted  expressed  his  desire  before  his 
father  to  accept  him  as  his  disciple*  Sayyad  Khondmir 
agreed  to  the  proposal  and  it  was  so  done,  thereafter, 

Malik  Muhammad  altered  his  name  and  called  him  Khond 
Saeed  instead. 

One  clay  Malik  was  so  delighted  with  his  pleasant 

and  congenial  nature  that  he  vims  about  to  put  the  cap 

worn  by  himself  on 'Khond  Placed  ’  s  head..  But  the  lad 

politely  refused  to  accept  it^asad  pointing  out  with 

2 

the  finger  to  Malik’s  son  as,  he  deserved  it  all  the 

1 .  Vide ,  p*  m 

2.  His  name  was  Malik  Mis kin. 
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more.  Thereafter  Sayyad  Yaqub  left  the  place  and 
proceeded  home  and  met  his  fat  her  *  The  latter  did 
not  appreciate  the  action  of  Khond^aeed  and  advised 
him  to  approach  him  with  some  fruits,  put  the  same 
at  Malik  Muhammad's  feet  as  an  offering  and  make  an 
hufcble  and  earnest  entreaty  for  the  reversion  of  the 
favour  to  himself.  Khond  Sa^eed  acted  up  to  the  words 

of  the  father.  In  reply,  Malik  Muhammad  spoke,  * Little 

.  *  1 

Khond  ,^t.hou  needest  it  not;  it  is  the  elder  Khond  who 

tSc 

needs  it.  I  should  have  given^to  my  own  son;  but  we  are 

the  trustees  of  the  Divine  treasure  and  we  offer  it  to 

a 'be¬ 
ll  im  whom  He  directs  us  to  do.  Thanks/ due  to  Him  that 

thou  art  chosen*.  And  having  uttered  these  words,  Malik 

put  his  cap  on  the  tead  of  young  4>ayyad#c,Sir  u  spoke  the 

/ 

latter  with  a  suppressed  voice,  MIfeel  fan  Miskin,  your 

/ 

son*  I  pray,  you  must  make  some  arrangement  for  him*. 

*My  son”,  replied  Malik,  wIt  will  be  your  responsibility 
now*.  AnduSayyad  gave  the  cap  to  Miskin. 

1*  i*e *  The  father  of  &ayyad  Yaqub* 
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5ayyad  Yaqub  was  contemporary  to  JShah-i-Alam, 

the  well-known  saint 'of  the  time.  They  were  bosom 

friends  of  each  other*  In  a  state  of  ecstacy  both  of 

them  exchanged  their  apparel  and  embraced  each  other 

saying  we  are  becoming  successors  to  each  other. 

The  saint  left  the  transitory  world  on  SulQata 

2,  A*H*927  (A.D.  1522)  and  lies  buried  in  the  locality 

^  1 

known  as  Bibipura  in  Ahraadabad. 

Sayyad  Yaqub  had  a  very  big  number  of  followers 
from  all  classes  of  people  like  kings,  hobles  as  well 
as  common  people.  They  visited  his  monastery  and, 
received  his  blessings  on  various  occasions.  Sayyad 
Yaqub  was  very  regular  in  his  daily  observance  of 

duties  and  so  he  often  used  to'  say  ** Neglect  of  daily 

9  2 

practices  is  worse  than  the  death  for  dervishes'*. 

i  ^ 

1.  Mirza  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i-Ahraadi ,  p*42 

2 *  Mirza  ^Aii  Muhammad  Khan-  Khat imah-i-Mirat-i- 
Ahmadl,  p.43*  7 
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S AYY1D  AHMAD  SHiBRAZI 


-Sayyad  Ahmad  was  born  in  Anhilwad  Psttan  in 

A*H*87l  (A*D*  1467).  His  father  Sayyad  Jafar  bin 

.Sayyad  Ahmad  had  gone  there  from  Sind  and  had  lived 

in  the  monastery  of  Shaikh  Abdul-Latif  bin  Shaikh 

Jalal-ud-Din  Naharwali  Suhrawardy.  There  Sayyad 

Ahmad  had  acquired  religious  education  as  well  as 

v  studied  the  art  of  reciting  the  Qui^an  under  him. 

Having  served  him  faithfully  for  a  long  period,  he 

-  had  received  the  khirqa  from  Shaikh  j\bdul-Latif  * 

Sayyad  Jafar,  then  went  to  Ahmadabid  with  his  family 

2  all 

and  settled  at  the  place  known  as  As^oifia*  But/of 


a  sudden  on  receiving  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of 
his  brother  at  Thatha,  he  left  his  son^ Sayyad  Ahmad 
aged  only  twelve  years  under  the  direct  care  of  his 


elder  brother  and  went  to  -Sind  not  to  return  to 


1*  His  great  grandfather  Sayyad  Abu  Abdullah  Sayyad 
Mahmud /a  native  of  Madina  went  to  Shiraz  in  A.H* 

611  (A*D#1215)  an<J  settled  there*  Another  of  his 
ancestors  .-Sayyad  lAbul-Haaan  Muhammad  in  A«H.786 
(A.D*1385j  went  to  Mecca  and  after  performing 
pilgrim,  age  ^migrated  to  Thatha  in  Sind  and_  lived  till 
his  death-tAbdur^Rashld  La la  Modud  Chishti- 
Mukhbir-ul-AwIiya  (Ms)-  Sayyad  Ahmad  bin  Raf  i-ud-BitL- 
Eutuhat-i-Ahmadiya  wa  Raf$jf Malfuz-i-Khandaril  (MS.)j 
2*  nowadays  known  as  Astodia. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  346  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(341) 

Ahmadabad. 

®ayyad  ihmad's  motaer,  BibI  Zaiuab ,  better 

t 

known  as  Bibijiv  who  was  the  daughter  of  Sayyad 

Nur-ud-Din  biu  Sayyad  Husain,  was  the  woman  of  great 
1 

piety* 

Sajryad  Ahmad  received  his  early  education  from 

» 

his  father.  He  committed  the  Quran  by  heart  at  the  age 

of  seven.  Other  education  was  attained  by  h±m  from 

the  learned  aainus  of  Anhilwad  Pattan,  especially 

those  belonging  to  the  madraaa  of  Hazrat  Abdul- Batlf 
2 

bin  Jalal-ud-Din.  Thereafter,  he  devoted  most  of  his 
time  to  the  study  of  Islamic  philosophy  and  worship 
of  God.  Every  night  he  used  to  recite  half  of  the  Quran. 

Sayyad  Ahmad  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  on  foot 

by  land.  During  his  perilous  travels,  at  times  he  had 

3 

no  food  and  lived  on  leaves  of  tre£s  and  grass. 

u 

After  he  returned  from  there  in  JUH«  92b  (A.D. 
1519)  it  so  happened  that  Rana  $ang,  the  king  of  Chitod 


1*  I4bdur-Rashld  Bala  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) ) 

Maulawi  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  4Abdul  Jabbar-Tadhkira-i- 
Daccan,  p*78J 

2*  Sayyad  Ahmad  bin /Rafi-ud-Din-Eutuhat-i-Ahmadiya  wa 

Oontd* »  342. . 
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attacked  Ahmadnagar,  plundered  the  city  and  made 

captives  several  girls  of  Sayyad  families*  He  took 

them  with  him  to  Chitod  and  gave  them  training  in 

dancing  for  his  own  pleasure  and  enjoyment*  When 

the  matter  was  reported  to  the  saint,  he  declared 

that  he  would  remain  closed  in  his  cell  till  the 

Sultan  of  Gujarat  would  make  those  girls  free  after 

defeating  Rina  Sang.  The  saint  kept  his  doors  closed 

against  the  public  for  twelve  years  and  used  to  get 

out  only  on^Ids  and  Fridays.  At  last  Bahadurshah, 

the  Sultan  of  Gujarat  led  an  army  to  Chitod  and 

having  defeated  Rana  freed  those  Sayyad  girls, }*/nen 

it  was  reported  to  the  saint,  he  started  to  live  his 
1 

usual  life. 

seldom  went  out  and  remained  rather,  engrossed 
in  worship  and  giving  sermons  to  the  public  at  his 
monast  ery. 

Contd . .  from  241 .  * 

ffeff £f  Malfuz$-i-Kha  ndani  ( MS)  -jTvKV'  ~ 

3*  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Bin-  Tadhkir-a-i-Awliy a ,  p*522- 
MLrza  Muhammad  %1±  Hasan  Muhammadkhan- 
Khatim&tti-Mirat-i-^hmadlj  p*40*  , 

1.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan ‘A li  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at -i- 
Ahmadi,  p«40. 
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He  died  on  Sunday  .Safar  1 6/  942  (A*£*  1536)  and 

lies  buried  near  the  Astodia  Gate  ,  a  locality  in 
_  1 

Ahmadabad.  He  led  a  simple  life  and  did  not  accept 

any  help  from  anybody*  He  was  well-versed  in  Persian 

and  -Arabic*  He  had  a  very  melodious  voice  and  people 

liked  very  much  to  hear  him  uo  recite  the  Quran*  . 

Once  it  so  happened  that  a  thief  entered  his 

house  at  night  but  did  not  get  anything  worth  stealirg 

and  was  going  back*,  All  of  a  sudden  the  saint  awoke. 

Having  called  him.  out,  he  gave  him  a  dish  which  he 
as  a  lid 

used^to  cover  his  pot  of  water  and  remarked,  ^Hone 

3 

should  go  disappointed  from  the  house  of  a  fakir*1. 

A  number  of  miracles  have  been  attributed  to.  him* 

Once  Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  stood  in  need  of  a 
mango  out  of  season  for  some  purpose.  His  men  failed 
to  procure  one  though  they  tried  every  nerve*  At  last, 
the  Suluan  himself  approached  the  saint  and  made  a 
request  for  the  same.  The  latter  instructed  him  to  go 
to  a  particular  place  and  get  it*  He  did  so  and  found 

■4 

it  there* 

T*  Sbdur-Rashid  La  la  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-  Awliya ( MS ) 

2*  Abu  Muhammad  Musleh-Awliya-i-Bctccan  awr  Quran,p*3o* 

Contd. .  344*  *  * 
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slAYYAJ  JAIAL-UD-DIH  MUHAMiMS  SHIHAZI 

* 

Sayyad  Jala  l-ud-2)in  Muhammad  was  born  at 

Ahmadabad  in  A*H«  904  (A*D*  1499)*  His  father,  Say yad 

Ahmad  Jafar  Shirazi  imparted  to  him  primary  education 

and  later  on  taught  him  religious  subjects.  When  he 

became  young,  his  father  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa 

1 

and  advised  him  to  go  to  Charapaner.  Accordingly  he 

reached  there  and  entered  government  service.  When  his 

father  died  (in  A*H*942/A,D*1536)  he  again  shifted  to 

Ahmadabad  and  continued  to  carry  out  the  mission  of 

his  father.  The  saint  left  this  world  on  ;2i£Qada  6, 

943  (A.D*  1537)  and  lies  buried  near  the  tomb  of  his 
2 

father  at  Astodia* 

The  saint  worked  as  a  mauftam  in  the  madras  a 

attached'to  the  monastery  which  had  bee n  established 

by  his  father.  He  was  a  good  writer  and  wrote  a 

„  3 

commentary  on  the  Quran. 


Confcd..  from  p.343  •  tf 

3*  ^ayyad.  Ahmad  bin  RafW-Futuhat -i- Ahmad iya^  wa  Raf<fejf 
Malfuz-i-Khandani  (MS)  Muhammad 
4*  Mir za' Muhammad  Hasan  Alf/Khan-  M/at-i-Ahmadi ,p*41 ) 
Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Tadhkira-i-Awliya  p»523* 

1 .  It  is  situared  in  Panctimahal  district. 

2.  *Abdur-Rashid  Modud  Lgla  Ghishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 

3  w  n  n  m  «  «  . 
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SAYYAL  RAffl-UJVDIN  KUN&LLAH  SHIR  ail 

Sayyad  Raf f-ud-Hin  better  known  as  Kunzullah 

was  born  in  Ahmadabad  in  A*H.  932  (A<L.  1527).  He  was 

the  son  of  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Lin  Muhammad  who  was  an 

eminent  saint.  His  mother1  s  name  was  Bibi  Fating  , 

better  known  as  Dhaniyani.  She  was  the  daughter  of  ^ 

Sayyad  Shihab-ucKDin,  a  well-known  saint.  So  in  his 

blood  he  received  piety  from  parents. 

Kunzullah  lost  his  father  when  he  was  a  suckling 
-  1 

of  only  six  months.  He  received  his  early  education  as 
well  as  spiritual  knowledge  from  his  grandfather  Sayyad 
Ahmad  Jafar  $hirazi. 

Sayyad  Raf l-ud-Din  married  with  Bibl  i^minat-ul- 

wali,  the  daughter  of  Haraid-ul-mulk,  the  brother  of 
^  2 

Asafkhan.  When  his  grandfather  Jafar  Shirazi  appointed 

3 

him  his  successor,  he  made  a  request  to  sharafkhan, 
the  minister  to  take  care  of  the  boy  till  he  would 

1.  ‘Abdur,,  Rashid  Lai  a  Modud  OhishtI-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(  MS) 

2.  ^ayyad  Ahmad  bin  Rafi-ud-Li n-fut u hat - i- A h ma d I  wa 

Rafi'  (MS)  _  1 

3.  He  was  the  follower  of  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Muhammad- 
'Abdur -Rashid  La  la  Modud  Ghiahtl-Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 
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attain  the  age  of  discretion* 

The  saint  left  this  transitory  world  on  Z±1 


locality 


Astoria  (now  known  as  Astodia)  in  Ahraadabad.  He  left 
behind  him  four  sons  named  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Husann 

alias  Sayyad  Jalal  Ilnd,  Sayyad  Sulim  Muhammad,  -Sayyad 

/ 

L  .  < 

(xulam  Jafar  and  Sayyad  Ahmad. 


L 


Kungullah  lived  a  very  hard  life  of  abstinence 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  repeating  often  the  following 
verses  taught  to  him  by  his  grandfather: 


C  '  u  c 


The  saint  was  an  accomplished  writer.  He  wrote 
the  Taf sir-Sura-i- Yusuf .  His  Futuhat-i~Rafii  wa  Ahmaai 


contains  the  history  of  his  family*  Sayyad  Hsfi-ud-Din* s 

eldest  son,  Sayyad  Jalal-ud-Din  Husain  was  also  a  saint 

who  received  his  khir^a  from  the  well-known  saint  of 

the  time  Sayyad  Shah  <Shoeb.  He  died  in  A*H.1036{A.j).1627) 

3 

and  J-iag  buried  near  his  father’s  tomb, 

1*  tftbdur  Rashid  Lai  a  Modud  Ohishti-Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 
2.  The  manuscript  lies  vdth.Qazi  Hur- lid-Sin  at  Broach. 

3*  ^Abdur-Eashid  Lais' Modud  Chishti-Mukhbir~ul-Awliya{  Ms) 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  352  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 

‘ 

;  (347) 

:  THE  HISGIR1ES  OF  THE  SUHRAfAKPIYA  SAITOS  , ' 

LYim  BUR  IBP  IH  AHHIEWAD  RATTAN 

SHAIKH  SHAH  JAMAh-UP-DlN  SUHRAtYARgY 

^  1 
Shaikh  Shahs  Jama  1-ud-D in  was  born  in  Ucheh. 

s  He  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Jalal-ud-Ein  and  nephew  of 

_  2 

Shaikh  Hisam-ud-Mn  MuTtarii  both  of  whom  were  well- 
known  saint  s  of  the  time.  He  received  his  early  ' 
education*  spiritual  knowledge  as  well  as  the  khirwa 

from  Makhdum  J&haniyan  Jahanshsh  Jta  . 

\ 

He  migrated  to  Anhilwad  Rattan  in  the  year 

A*H,737  (A*E.  1336)  and  lived  with  his  aunt^  Bi'bi 

,  '  /  • 

Amina. 


He  worked  as  a  teacher  in  the  monastery  founded 

by  his  uncle  and  also  worked  f  cr  the  propagation  of 

4  ... 

Islam, 


He  left  this  transitory  world  on  pt h  Rajab, 

A+H+745  (A.IU1344)  a  rd  *was  buried  near  the  mausoleum 

,/  ,  *  '  .  ^  5 

of  his  unde  Shaikh  Hisam-ud-Ein  at  Anhilwad  Rattan. 


1,  Vide  p.  IIS 

2 «.  Sayyad  Ahmad  Johans  ha h-Eastur-ul-Khi laf  at  (M$) 
3.  ,Vide ,  p*  ■ 

4*  Sayyad^ Ahmad  Jehanshah-Eastur-ul-Khilaf at  (Ms) 
5  *  Mirsa  All  Muhammad  Khah-Mir at -i- Ahmad! ,  p,75* 
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SAYYAP  MUHAMMAD  ALIAS  SAIYAP  KHUDA  BAKHSH  SUHRAWA3DY 


Sayyad  Muhammad  better  known  as  iSayyad  Khuda 

Bakhsh  was  born  in  Multan*  He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad 

J  - 

Nur-ud-Din  Husain  Gauth-ul-wara  and  the  uncle  of  the 

2 

famous  saint^  Sayyad  Ahmad  Jahanshah* 

He  studied  the  ffiqh ,  the  Hadith  and  the  Quran 

under  his  father.  He  received  the  khirqa  from  Sayyad 

~  -  .3 

Sadr-ud-Din  Muhammad  Raju  Qmttal. 

He  migrated -to  Anhilwad  Rattan  in  A*H*S02 

L  * 


(A*D*1399)  with  Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Din  Qutb-i-Alam  by 
the  order  of  his  spiritual  guide  and  took  up  the  work 
of  the  propagation  of  Islam  in  the  place  and  its 
vici  nity . 

He  died  on  Jamadi  II  5,347  (A*D*1444)  and  was 
buried  on  the  bank  of  the  .Sahastralinga  lank  at 
Anhilwad  Rattan.  He  was  a  renowned  theologian  and 
traditionist  • 


1 . 

2. 

3  * 

4  * 

5. 


It  is  a  title  which  means  "a  perfect  servant  of  the 


Khan-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p*75* 

Vide,  p.}<U 

Sayyad  Ahmad  Jeha  nshah-Bastur-ul-Khilafat  (MS) 


pe  op  le  M 

Vide  V}  1^7 

Mirza  All  Muhammad 
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MAKHDUM  SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD 

Sayyad  Muhammad  better  known  as  Makhdum-i-Alam 
was  born  in  ^nhilwad  Pattan  on  Rajab  17,  7o5  ( A.D*  1 3 63 ) . 

He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad  Ismail,  a  descendant  of  Macula  na 

4-  -  ■  - _ 

Yaqub  Naharw£l&  who  directly  descended  from  imam  Musa 

J^azim* 

During  the  seventh  year  of  the  age  of  Sayyad 
Muhammad,  once  it  so  happened  that  his  father  bought 
wheat  for  his  monastery  from  a  farmer.  It  Was  of  red 
colour.  So  the  bey  inquired  of  the  father  MWhy  is  it 

of  red  colour?*1  The  farmer  said,  rtIt  is  because  four 

/ 

blood  streams  have  gone  into  its  grovrth1*-?  one  is  of 
the  farmer,  the  pther  of  the  earth,  the  third  of  the 
bullocks  and  the  fourth  of  the  SunM . 

Sayyad  Muhammad  was  wonderfully  impressed  by 

the  reply  of  the  farmer  on  his  mind  and  as  the  result 

1 

he  gave  up  the  food  of  wheat  for  ever. 

His* father  himself  gave  him  primary  education 

r 

1 .  Sayyad  .Ahmad  Jahanshah-  Fawaid-i-Tariqat  Fi  ^dab-i- 
Haqlqat  (MS) 
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and  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  fora  him  while  the 

khirqa  was  bestowed  upon  him  by  Makhdura  J&haniya 
1 

J&hangashfc 

Zafarkhan  was  serrb  by  Sultan  Pirozkhan  to 

v  Anhilwad  Pattan  to  punish  Nizam  Mufarrih  better  known 

as  Rastikhan.  He  succeeded  in  driving  him  out  from 

there*  Thereafter,  he,  after  offering  prayers  in  the 

Jaraj^  mosque  paid  a  visit  to  Makhdunw&lam.  The  latter 

blessed  him  and  presented  him  the  dagger  belonging 

to  Makhdura  Jehaniyaujand  said  that  Rastikhan  would 

be  a  victim  to  that  dagger  and  he  himself  would  one 

day-  be  the  Sultan  of  Gujarat.  Next  day,  Makhdura-i-iUam 

met  Zafarkhan  and  narrated  to  him  the  incident  as  to 

how  the  Jaraaf  mosque  had  been  built  by  Alafkhan  Sanj^ar. 

He  then  requested  him  to  construct  a  dome  with  a 

minaret  over  the  mosque  and  the  Khan  defrayed  all  the 

expenses  of^he  construction.  The  saint  died  on  Jamadi- 

u.i-i\wwal  A*H*882  (A.D.1478)  and  was  buried  in  ^Anhilwad 

3 

Pattan. 

1.  Vide  ,  p  .Tl  3  “ 

2.  This  mosque  has  no  existence  now  but  the  autthor  of  the 
Mirat  -i- Ahmad  I  said  it  was  in  a  good  condition- 
Baroda  Gazetteer-  Yol.II,  p»584. 

3.  Sayyad  Ahmad-  DastUr-ul-Khilgfat  (MS) 
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CHAMBR  VII 

THE  MAG-HRIBIYA  ORfigR  AND  ITS  SAIIffDS 

This  Maghribiya  Order  is  so  called  from  the 
name  of  its  founder  Shaikh  Abu  Shuaib  Ma&yani  Maghribi 
who  belonged  to  Trablas-ul- Jazair .  He  is  said  to  nave 
met  Khwaja  Khizr  many  times  and  talked  about  the  ranks 
of  walls-  His  tomb  lies  at  Madyan  in  Iraq. 

-  t  - 

Shaikh  Abu  Shuaib’s  successor  was  Abu  Muhammad 
Salfch  Dakkaki  who  was  sent  by  the  former  to  Eaghdad 

where  he  studied  Hadith  under  Sayyad  Abd-ul-Qadir  Ji3a'ni. 

__  „  6 
Abu  Muhammad1 s  successor  was  Abu  Abbas  Quraishi,  who  in 

\ 

turn  was  succeeded  by  Shaikh  Muhammad  Kimi. 

Shaikh  Baba  Ishaq  { A*H+775/A«I>*1374)  was  the 
first  to  introduce  the  Order  into  India*  After  complet¬ 
ing  his  religious  education  he  had  proceeded  to  Kim 

where  he  had  joined  the  Maghribiya  hermitage  convent 

\ 

established  by  the  aforesaid  Shaikh  Muhammad  Kimi.  The 
Shaikh  conferred  the  khilafat  on  Baba  Ishaq  Maghribi. 

1.  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khaitu-  Risala-i-Ahmadiya  Fi-Manaqib-i- 
Mashaikh-i-Maghribiya  (Ms) 
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After  the  demise  of  the  Shaikh,  the  Shaikh*  s 

other  disciples  of  the  hermitage  started  to  harass  him 

in  one  way  or  the  otner  for  some  of  them  thought  that 

their  claim  to  the  Sa j jada-nashini  had  been  superseded 

in  favouring  Baba  Ishaq  with  the  position.  The  Baba 

bore  all  hardships  created  by  them  patiently.  But, 

ultimately,  he  became  helpless  and  one  day  visited  the 

shrine  of  his  preceptor  to  seek  refuge. 

The  next  morning  he  found  a  bag  of  money  lying 

there.  Baba  Ishaq  picked  it  up  and  distributed  it  to 

the  inmates  of  his  convent  to  appease  their  grievances. 

But  they  did  not  change  their  attitude  so  one  mid-night 

1 

he  left  the  place  for  Ajmefc. 

V 

He  lived  at  the  mausoleum  of  Sayyad  Muin-ud-Din 

’  _2 
Chishti*  After  some  time,  he  proceeded  to  Khattu  and 

preached  his  order  there. 

As  he  was  celibate  he  adopted  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu 

as  his  son.  in  the  course  of  time  he'  appointed  him,  his 

1.  Ab-ui-Fazl-_Ain-i-Akbari ,  p.220; / 

Shai^b  Mahmud  Iriji-Tukfat-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 

2.  It  is-  a  village  near  Nag  ore  xn  Marwar  - 
(  ‘'Abd-ul-Hai-  Yad-i-Ayyam,  p#43*J 
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spiritual  successor.  He  was  the  first  to  start  the 

propagation  of  the  Maghribiya  Order  in  Gujarat  in 

1 

A.H.8C2  (A.D.14U2). 

The  Maghribis  travel  from  place  to  place  to 

act  up  to  the  hadit h  of  the  Prophet.  They  are  very 

regular  in  the  observance  of  the  five  daily  prayers. 

They  attach  much  importance  to  file  Priday  congregational 

as  well  as  nightly  prayers. 

They  believe  in  non-violence  so  much  so  that 

they  are  careful  to  protect  the  lives  of  ants  as  well. 

They  hold  in  respect  every  creature  of  God.  In  their 

hearts  there  is  always  the  presence  of  the  name  of 

God .  The  absence  thereof  means  to  them  the  loss  of 

prayers  offered  during  seventy  years.  According  to 

their  tenets  every  one  should  have  control  over  his 

2, 

or  her ‘nafs'and  there  are  as  many  ways  to  reach  God,  - 
as  there  are  inhalations  and  exhalations  in  a  minute. 

C  - 

1.  Abd-ul~Hai-  Yad-i-Ayyam,  p*53* 

2*  Lit.  Lower  self. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  359  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(354) 

if 

They  exhort,  rtBe  with  God  and/it  is  possible,  be  with 

the  friends  of  God/  attain  every  kind  of  knowledge  from 

1 

every  place  and  even  go  to  China  for  the  purpose*. 

TbLlowing  are  the  saints  of  this  order^lie  buried 
m  Ahm&dabad  and  Anhilwad  Pattan; 

gAXjSa  I™G  BURIED  IB  AHM8DABAD 

f  $4  5 

shaikh  malik  ahmad  khattu  i^ghribi  gahjbakhsh 

Shaikh  halik  Ahmad  Khattu  Maghribi  kjaoym  as 

Ganj  Bakhshwas  born  in  Delhi  in  A*H*  738  (A*D*1338) 

6 

during  the  reign  of  Sultan  ^uhammad  Tughlaq  (A«H*725/ 
AD»1325-A*H*752/A*D*1357) .  His  original  name,  Naslr-ud- 
Din  was  changed  for  Shaikh  Ahmad  by  his  preceptor, 


1*  Shah  Wajih-ud-Mn-  Sha jra-i-Hazrat  Makhdum  Shaikh 
Ahmad  Khattu  (MS);_ 

.Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu-  Risala-i-Ahmadiya  11  Manaqib-i- 
Mashaikh-i-Maghribiyaji  (MS); 

Shaikh  Mahmud  'Iriji-  Tuhfat-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 

2*  Hia  father  Malik  Ikhtiyar-ud-Din  was  a-  distant 

relative  of  the  Sultan  Muhammad  Tughlaq.  He  was  ore 
of  the  nobles  of  che  court  and  had  the  title  of  ’Malik1 
^-Shaikh  Mahmud  Iri ji-T^hfot-ul-Majalis  (M$).J7 

3*  As  he  passed  his  childhood  at  Khattu  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ajmef;  he  was^so  called  (Ismail  bin  Ibrahim- 
Risala-i-Ahmadiya,  p*352). 

4*  As  he  belonged  to  the  Magnribiya  a*  der  of  the  sufis, 
he  was  so  called. 

5#  He  was  so  called  because  he  received  the  treasure  of 
bounties  from  Sayyad  Makhdum  Jahaniyan  Jahangasht 
_ which  he  used  to  give  generously  to  the  people  - 
LSayyad  Muhammad  Ja'far  bin  JalSl-  Sad-Hikayat  (MS).} 

C o nt q.#  3  u  5  *  •  * 
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.babu  Ishaq  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Maghribiya  Order 
1 

in  India. 

Regarding  the  contact  of  the  boy  Nasir-ud-Din 
with  Babu  Ishaq  Maghribi,  it  is  said  that  the  latter 
according  to  the  dream  of  the  previous  night,  instructed 
his  disciple  Matulana  Sadr-ud-lin,  the  grandson  of  the 
famous  Sufi  Matulana  Shihab-ud-Din  Hamadani  to  procure 
for  him  a  child  of  a  particular  type  of  complexion 
which  he  was  shown  in  the  dream  by  Prophet  Muhammad. 
Accordingly  the  disciple  went  to  Dindwana  where  a 
weaver  had  a /boy  got  from  a  caravan  that  had  found  him 
wandering  on  some  road  during  the  "journey.  Finding  him 
t  o  be  of  the  same  complexion  as  described  by  Babu  Ishaq, 
he  requested  the  weaver  to  hand  over  the  urchin  to  him 
as  his  preceptor  needed  him.  The  latter  expressed  his 
helplessness  in  acceptance  of  the  proposal  as  he  himself 
had  no  male  issue.  The  Maulana  told  him  that  if  he  did 

dtontd..  from  p*354«.  » 

6.  Mavhla  na  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mir  at  -  u  1- wu  s  u  1  war-Rasul 
Ma If uz-i- Ahmad  Maghrib!  (MS) 

1.  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  Tkhfot-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 
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not  part  with  "the  boy,  he  would  incur  the  displeasure 

of  the  saint  and  would  be  entangled  into  some  grave 

difficulty.  Being  afraid  of  the  befalling  calamity  he 

told  him  to  take  away  The  boy*  Babu  Ishaq  was  greatly 

1 

pleased  to  get  his  desire  fulfilled.  At  that  time  the 

boy  was  only  four  years  of  age  and  Babu  Ishaq  was  an 

old  man  of  31  years.  He  was  treated  by  him  as  his  own 

son.  It  was  the  practice  of  Babu  Ishaq  not  to  take  meals 

2 

in  the  absence  of  The  boy. 

He  himself  taught  him  some  religious  and 
philosophical  subjects  and  engaged  QazI  Hamid-ud-Din 
Nag  or  i  to  instruct  him  in  others.  Furthermore,  he 
arranged  for  the  training  of  the  boy  in  archery, 
wrestling  and  fencing. 

From  daily  activities  of  the  boyhood,  peculiar 
traits  of  his  character  indicated  that  he  was  born  to 
be  great.  There  is  a  notable  incident  of  the  period 

14  ‘All  Akbar-  Mam^ul-^wliya ,  p,91  (MS  Baroistn)- 

Shaikh^  Mahmucf  Iri  ji-  TUhfat^ul-Ma  jalia  - 
MaMa na  Muhammad  Qasimr  Mifqat -ul-wu sul  war  Kasul 
Malfuz~i~Ahmad  Maghribi  {MS 

2*  Mau/lana  Muhanmad  Qasim  -  ItLrqat-ul-wusul-war  Hasul 
Malfu&- i-^hmad  Maghribi  (MS) 
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when  he  was  only  eight  years  old.  It  so  happened 

that  Shaikh  Abdullah,  a  friend  of  Babu  Ishaq  from 

Khurasan  reached  Khattu  to  pay  his  respects  to  him. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  monastery  there' was  nothing  in 

the  kitchen  to  serve  him  in  his  dish.  Babu  Ishaq  was 
1 

reminded  of  the  goat  on  whose  milk  Ahmad  lived  and 
whom  the  latter  loved  intensely*  But,  he  could  not 
slaughter  it  without  informing  the  ward.  On  enquiring 
of  him  about  all  owing  him  to  do  so,  the  latter  said, 
»3ven  if  you  kill  me,  I  do  not  mind**.  I  hen  the  goat 
was  slaughtered  and  dainty  *  victual's  were  prepared  out 
of  the  ns  at-  thereof.  But  Ahmad  while  taking  rneais, 
purposefully  absented  nimself  from  the  majlis.  The 
guest  insisted  on  having  the  company  of  the  boy  at  the 
dinner.  So  Ahmad  at  last  attended- it  but  refused  to 

enjoy  the  meals  prepared  from  the  na&t  of  the  same  goat 

A 

on  whose  milk  he  was  brought  up. 

After  being  free  from  taking  dinner,  Babu  Ishaq 

1*  The  name^of  that  goat  was  Putlli  Shaikh  Mahmud  bin 
Sad  Iriji-  T^lifob-ul-Ma jalis  (MS)J 
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spoke  in  a  lofty  tone  *Help  me^oh  saints,  prophets  and 
pious  people®,  shaikh  Abdullah  raised  an  objection  to 
the  statement  saying  "First  of  all  prophets  should 
have  been  referred  to,  and  then  saints5'.  Babu  Ishaq, 
suggested  to  inquire  of  Ahmad  about  the  verity  of  the 
statement .  On  being  done  so  Shaikh  Ahmad  opined  that 
the  progress  should  be  from  a  low  thing  to  a  high 
thing*  fhxs  reply  was  appreciated  by  Shaikh  Abdullah 

with  the  remark,  "A  day  will  come  whe  n  the  boy  shall 

,  .  1 
attain  eminence  all  over  the  world". 

When  Ahmad  was  12  years  old,  he  chanced  to  go 

to  Delhi  with  Babu  Ishaq.  Tnere  one  day^  he  went  for  a 

walk  to  Chahar  Bagh,  Accidently  a  young  man  dressed 

in  the  military  uniform  approached  him  saying  "Oh  Malik 

Hasir<ttUd-Din;you  are  my  brother;  our  parents  are  alive 

and  their  hearts  are  full  of  woes  since  you  left  them; 

so  kindly  accompany  me  to  them".  But  Ahmad  walked 

towards  Babu  Ishaq  with  hasty  steps.  The  youth  followed 

him  and  narrated  the  same  details  before  Babu.  Ishaq,  and 

1.  $haikh  Mahmud  Irijl-  T^hfat-ul-Majalis  (MS) 
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as  tbs  proof  thereof  he  said,  i!,I  remember  that  he 

has  a  mole  on  his  shoulder**.  On  verifying  his 

statement  3  it  was  found  to  be  true* 

Babu  Ishaq  enquired  of  him  as  to  how  Hasir-ud- 

Bin  was  separated  froarthe  family.  He  told  him  that 

once  their  maid -servant  had  taken  the  boy  out  for 

recreation  and  all  of  a  sudden  at  that  time,  there 

was  a  tremendous  storm  in  Belhi*  .She  lost  her  way  and 

did  not  return.  In  spite  of  long  search  of  the  child, 

no  whereabouts  could  be  traced  so  far.  Babu  Ishaq 

advised  .Ahmad  to  gc  to  his  father,  but  he  refused  to 

J 

do  so  and  accompanied  him  to  Khattu. 

Babu  Ishaq  before  his  death  bestowed  upon 

Shaikh  Ahmad  the  khirqa  and  the  cap  with  the  words 

”Baba  Ahmad, I  am  leaving  you  and  I  am  leaving  this 

world,  now  say  something” .  The  Shaikh  recited  these 

couplets  from  the  Bostan  of  Sadis 

o fy “  W-s*  ’  ok.; i> fib 


1  *  Mau/lana  Muhammad  Qasim-  M^qJ-ul-w^sul  war  ftasul 
Ma3fua-i-Ahmad  Mag h frit I  ( 

Shaikh  Mahmud  bin  Sad  Ir iji-T^hfOt-ul-Ma jflis(MS) 
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and  Baba  Ishaq,  breathed  his  last  with  the  following 
words  on  his  lips 

(Zs  l  Xi  L  (V3  6  ^  !r 

This  happened  on  Shaban  17  A*H*  776  (A*D*  1374). 

He  was  buried  in  KhattQ.  Thereafter  on  2Qth  of  the 

same  month  the  saint  took  to  a  corner  of  retirement 

with  forty  dates  and  a  pot  full  of  water  for  ablution* 

The  day  on  which  the  period  ended  was*Id.  He  did  not 

come  out  and  so  at  the  request  of  people,  the  police 

officer  of  the  place  broke  open  his  cell  and  found 

him  in  a  very  weak  condition*  With  all  possible  care, 

1  • 

he  was  taken  for  the  Id  prayer* 

ho  longer  Shaikh  Ahmad  remained  bound  to  the 
spot  and  left  for  Delhi.  He  settled  there  in  the 
Khanjahan  Mosque.  When  Sultan  Jirozshah  Tughlaq 
(A«H»752/iUD.1357)  learnt  the  news  of  his  arrival 
there,  he  met  him  to  receive  blessings  from  him. 

During  those  days  so  great  a  saint  like  Makhdura 

1 .  Mauilana  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mir^at-ul-w&sul  war  H&sul 
Ma If iTa-  i- Ahmad  Maghribi  (MS)-  Shaikh' Mahmud  Iriji- 
f#hfut-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 
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Jahaniyin  Jahangasht  also  had  happened  to  be  in  the 
city;  he  too  paid  a  visit  to  him  and  remarked  - 

When  he  crossed  his  thirties  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Madina  and 
started  for  Cambay  on  horse-back.  He  was  greeted  by 
the  high  and  the  low,  all  along  the  way*  At  Naharwala 
(Anhilwad  Pattan)  Malik  Muhammad  Suit ini  Rastikhin 
alias  Farhat-ul-Mulk  (A*H*778-793/A«3)* 1577-1 392 )  the 
nazim  treated  him  with  great  reverence  and  respect* 
When  the  saint  proceeded  on  his  journey  he  sent  a 
message  to  his  son  at  Cambay  to  make  all  the  necessary 

arrangements  for  him- with  regard  to  his  voyage  to 

1 

Mecca*  And  it  was  so  done. 

Near  Aden,  the  saint  hav ing  bee  n  inf ormed 
that  the  ship  was  facing  a  dangerous  storm  and  it  was 
about  to  sink,  recited 

Ul  L  i  {yfs  l  ,  l  L  to  t 

and  to  the  surprise  of;, the  pilgrims,  the  captain 

1*  Shaikh_  Mahmud  bin  §e?d  Iriji-  T^hfOt-ul-Ma jalis  (MS); 
Mau/lana  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mirqat-ul-wusul  war  Rfe^shl# 
Malfuz-i- Ahmad  Maghrlbi  (MS) 
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immediately  after  declared  that  all  were  safe-  Srom 

Jedda  the  saint  travelled  on  a  camel  upto  Mecca-  Having 

completed  all  tne  rites  of  the  pilgrimage  there  he 

proceeded  on  foot  to  Madina «  He  happened  to  meet 

thereafter  there  Taj-ud-Din  who  was  the  Imam  of  the 

Khanjahan  mosque  at  Delhi.  He  also  accompanied  him.  In 

Madina  they  put  up  in  a  mosque  of  Madina.  All  pilgrims 

engaged  .themselves  in  making  arrangements  for  their 

£  -  * 

meals  but  the  saint  was  as  usual  busy  with  his  tasbih* 
He  believed  that  his  host  Prophet  Muhammad  would  take 
care  of  him.  After  some  time  ,  a  man  presented  himself 
at  the  gate  of  the  mosque  with  a  dish  full  of  dates, 
inquiring  about  the  guest  of  the  prophet.  The  saint 
approached  him  saying  he  himself  was  the  required 
person.  Having  put  the  dish  in  his  hand,  the  person 
disappeared.  The  saint  ate  some  of  the  dates  and 
distributed  the  remaining  among  all  who  were  present 

1 

there-  They  expressed  immense  surprise  at  the  incident. 
Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  Tfelhfui-ulMa jalis  {MS*) 
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After  passing  some  days,  he  reached  Hirat  where  he  met 

Shaikh  3hihab-ud-Din  Khayawani-  On  his  further  journey, 

he  spent  his  time  in  the  company  of  Shaikh  *Abdul-Awwal 

and  Shaikh  Hussam-ud-Din,  the  disciples  of  Shaikh 

1 

Shihab-ud-Din  Suhrawardy.*  He  spent  in  their  company 

many  years  and  having  left  them,  he  started  his  back 

journey  and  passed  through  Samarkand,  Balkh,  Tabrez  and 

2 

Aden*  He  made  a  halt  at  Uchh  where  he  offered  the  Patiha 

"at  the  tomb  of  Hazrat  Makhdum  Jahaniyaft  Jahangasht  who 

had  left  the  world  during  his  absence  in  India*  Then  he 

met  Sayyad  Haju  Qcrttal,  the  successor  and  the  Sajjada- 
3  • 

nashin  of  the  saint* 

In  A*H*80l  (A*D.1399)  he  was  in  Delhi  at  the 

time  of  the  occupation  of  tne  imperial  capital  by  the 

.  4 

great  Gonquerer^  Timur  Lang*  The  victor  had  granted 
quarter  to  the  people  of  Delhi  and  had  appointed  his 
men  to  collect  the  ransom.  On  account  of  the  harsh 

- - - — r - ^ - 

1  *  Shah  Wajih-ud-Din  Alawi-  Sha jra-i-Ha&hrat 
Makhdum  Shaikh  Ahmad  (MS) 

2*  It  is  in  Multan-  Pakistan. _ 

3*  Shaikh  Mahmud  bin  Sad  Iriji  (MS) 

4*  lt*Col.  Sir  Wolseley  Haig-  The  Cambridge  History  of 
India-  Vol.III,  p*125. 
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methods  adopted  by  them,  some  of  the  citizens  refused 

to  pay  it  and  a  few  of  Timur1  s  men  were  slain.  The 

w&ath  of  Transoxian  barbarians  was  thereupon  kindled 

and  he  gave  orders  for  the  capture  and  slaughter  of 

the  inhabitants  off  the  city*  On  the  fourth  day,  Timur 

ordered  all  the  inhabitants  to  be  made  prisoners  and 

to  take  them  all  to-  Transoxiana*  Eventually,  Shaikh 

Ahmad  Xhattu  went  along  with  the  army  for  intercession 

with  Timur  for  prisoners  and  had  an  interview  with  the 

great  Timur.  He  impressed  him  with  his  saintly  ways  and 

learning*  He  had  also  discussions  with  z he  learned  men 

accompanying  the  Transoxian  army.  Ultimately,  he 

1 

secured  the  tyrants  mercy  on  all  the  prisoners. 

Ultimately,  the  saint  left  for  Gujarat  and  in 
A*H*802  (A#D*1400)  arrived  at  Anhilwad  Battan.  Zafarkhan 
the  governor  appointed  by  Tughlaq  Sultan,  received  him 

with  great  respect.  The  saint  proceeded  to  the  Deccan 

/ 

1 •  Badayuni-  Muntakhab-uT-Tawarikh,  p*60. 
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and  when  he  reached  Broach^  Bur  ha  n-ul-  Mu  Ik  Tatar  khan 
approached  him  to  convey  the  message  of  Zafarkhan  not 
to  leave  the  province.  The  saint  agreed  to  his  recast. 
Zafarkhan  granted  him  in  fief  a  village  named  Util  a  near 
Dholqa  and  ordered  Qazi  Khanu  to  make  all  arrangements 
with  regard  to  his  settlement* 

The  saint  ultimately  chose  a  site  at  -Sarkhej 
about  six  miles  south-west  of  the  city  of  Ahmadabad 
for  his  permanent  residence. 

In  A.H.812  (A. D. 1410)  Ahmad shah,  the  son  of 
Zafarkhan  alias  Muzaf farshah ,  a  youth  of  twenty  ascended 
the  throne. Within  a  few  months  of  his  accession,  he 
desired  to  build  the  city  in  consultation  with  his 
spiritual  adviser,  Shaikh  Ahmad.  By  the  aid  of  the  holy 
Shaikh  Ahmad,  Alkhi^r  Khwaja(or  Elijah)  was  invoked  to 
appear  and  from  him  permission  was  obtained  to  found 


1.  The  mysterious  personage  known  to  Muslim  hagiographera 
is  believed  to  be  of  the  family  of  Noah  and  the  son  of 
a  king*  He  is  said  to  have  descended  to  the  regions 
of  darkness  ( zulmat )  where  he  discovered  the  fountain 
of  life  and  quaffed  its  water.  As  a  result,  according 
to  the  belief,  he  is  still  alive  in  the  flesh  and 
may  occasionally  be  seen  in  sacred  places  such  as 
Mecca  and  Jerusalem. 
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a  city  on  the.  site  desired.  But  the  sanction  was 


coupled  with  the  strange  condition  That  four  men,  all 
bearing  the  auspicious  name  of  Ahmad,  be  found,  each 


one  of  whom  should  on  no  single  day  have  omitted  the 


observance  of  what  is  called  the  rtcanomicalsl  noon-day 

prayers.  The  saint  and  the  Sultan  themselves  had  each 

fulfilled  this  condition,  and  a  search  through  Gujarat 

1  ^  2 

yielded  other  two,  Malik  Ahmad  and  Mulla  Ahmad.  First 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  lined  out  with  his  own  hand  the 

future  city’s  western  border,  then  the  Sultan  the - 

eastern,  and  lastly,  Malik  Ahmad  and  Mulla  Ahmad  the 

3 

north  and  south  sides. 


These  four  Ahmads  are  said  to  have  been  helped 

by  twelve  Babas,  namely,  Baba  Khoju,  Baba  Laru,  Baba 

4  h  6 

Kamal,  Baba  Sher,  Baba  Mahmud,  Baba  Tawakkul, 

_  (1  ^  _  9  10 
Baba  Lului,  Baba  Ahmad  hagorl ,  Baba  Ladha ,  Baba  Dhokal, 
~  11 

Baba  Sayyah. 

1.  He  is  buried  in  Anhilw&d  Pattan. 

2*  He  is  buried  in  Pat hanwada:,  Kalupur,  a  locality  in 
Ahmadabad .  , 

3.  Sikandar  Muhammad  Manjhu-  Mirat-i-Sikandari,  p*25. 

4. -  These  four  lie  buried  at  Dholka. 

5.  Baba  TUf  Sher  and  Baba  Mahmud  lie  buried  at  Sarkhej. 
6*  He  lies  buried  in  Nasi rabad ,Shahibag,  Ahmadabad. 

7.  He  lies  buried  at  Mahjhurl,  outside 'the  Jamalpur 
Gate,  Ahmadabad. 

8.  He  lies  buried  near  the  Nalband  mosque,  Khas  Bazar. 

Contd*,  3  67  4  - . 
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In  the  year  A*  Hr  349  (A*D*1449)  after  the  prayer 

of  Id-ul-Fitr  all  of  a  sudden,  the  saint  fell  seriously 

ill.  Muhammadshah  bin  Ahmad shah  (A* H.845/A*D* 1441  to 

A.H*855/a*D.145  1)  learnt  this  news  and  ran  up  there* 

Finding  that  the  end  of  the  saint  was  very  near,  he 

burst  into  tears*  The  saint  consoled  him  and  swooned. 

After  some  time,  he  came  to  his  senses  and  called 

hia  disciple^S a lah-ud-Din  near  him  and  told  him  to  tie 

up  the  turban  on  his  head.  He  then  took  him  in  his 

armpit  and  uttered,  "Wherever  you  will  be,  you  will 

see  men*  He  then  declared  him  as  his  khalifa* and  gave 

blessings  to  the  inmates  of  the  convent.  Immediately 

after  that  he  breathed  his  last.  This  happened  on 

1 

Shawwal  14.  He  lies  buried  at  Sarkhej. 


Gonfcd.*  from  366.# 

9*  He  lies  buried  near  the  Halim  wicnet  at  ^hahpur  in 
Ahm^gabad. 

10.  He  lies  buried  fetween  >Shihpur  and  Dehli  Gate  on  the 
Dudheshwar  Road  in  Ahmadabad. 

1  1 »  He  lies  buried  at  Viramgam* 

1.  Manila  na  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mirat-ul-v/Uaul  war  Rusul 
Ma If uz-i- Ahmad  Maghmbi  (Ms); 

Shaikh  Mahmud  bin  Sa'd  Iriji-  T&hfat-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 
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Sultan  Muhammad  shah  II  (JUD*  1442-51  )  started  the 
work  of  erecting  a  splendid  mausoleum  over  his  tomb  in 
iUH.854  (A *3*1446)  „  It  was  completed  in  A, H*859  (A. 33. 
1451)  by  his  son  and  successor  Sultan  Qutb-ud-3ln 
Ahmad shah  II  (A, 3*1451-58) . 

Its  imposing  structure  is  the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  Gujarat.  Over  the  main  entrance  of  the  mausoleum, 
the  following  verses  in  Persian  are  inscribed  on 
m  ar  b  le : 

y  1 

>J^ j.J  y >  y'.  1 

> ^  j» ft  ^  i 

^  r'  fix 

The  sarco  phagus  in  the  centre  of  the  building  is 
divided  off  from  the  rest  of  the  interior  by  a  screen 
of  brass  panels  worked  in  beautiful  patterns.  The 


1*  The  quatrain  has  been  rendered  thus* 

When  the  ocean  of  Ahmad1  s  palm  pours  forth  its  pearls, 
The  sj^irt  of  hope  becomes  the  treasure  of  Par  viz*. 

No  wonder  if,  in  order  to  bend  before  his  shrine, 

_  The  whole  surface  of  the  earth  raises  its  head. 

Two  Persian  words  in  the  last  line,  vizi  Sar-khes 
form  a  paronomasia  or  play  upon  the  name  Sarkhez  - 
J*  Burges  Muhn- Archer  of  Ahmad  shah,  Pt.I,  p*48.J^ 
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exterior  walls- of  the  mausoleum  are  also  panelled 
with  trellised  windows  of  perforated  stone  work  in 
every  variety  of  design.  The  Rauza  is  surmounted  by  a 
large  central  dome  which  supports  as  its  finial  a 
brass  pipal  leaf  as  in  other  royal  buildings  of  the 
Ahraadshahl  rulers.  The  great  monument  stands  on  an 
elevated  platform  which  is  approached  on  one  side  by 
an  exquisite  little  pavilion  raised  on  sixteen  pillars. 

On  his  tomb  a  silver  chain  has  been  hanging 
but  nothing  has  been  known  as  to  who  put  it  there. 

It  is  so  sfiid  that  a  thief  got  in  to  steal  it.  On  his 
touching  it  j  it  went  up  and  he  fell  there  dead* 
According  to  the  belief  prevalent  among  the  people 
living  there  it  got  doubled  in  the  course  of  time. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  mausoleum  there 

are  the  mosque  and  the  tank  whose  construction  had 
been  started  under  the  special  care  of  the  saint*  But 
it  had  remained  incomplete;  'ac  it  was  finished  later 
on  by  Sultan  Muhammad  shah  II. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  375  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(370) 

This  mosque  has  an  area  about  half  that  of  the 
JanijiH  Mas j id  of  Ahmadabad.  It  differs  from  those  of  an 
earlier  date  in  having  no  arched  facade  and  in  the 
roof  being  of  uniform  height  throughout  and  without 
minarets-  But  the  mosque  has  the  perfection  of  archi¬ 
tectural  design;  and  its  beauty  is  due  to  its  chaste 
simplicity  and  classic  restraint  and  indeed,  considered 
on  its  n^its  as  a  pillared  hall* 

The  saint  had  fair  complexion.  In  his  youth 
he  himself  used  to  shave  his  head* 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  is  deemed  even  today  to  be 
the  most  eminent  of  the  Muslim  saints  who  lie  buried 
in- Gujarat#  He  was  and  even  nov*  is  known  as  ' ChiragM 
His  prece,pt  or^  Babu  Ishaq  had  so  high  a  regard  for  him 

that  he  designated  him  as  Qutbul-Aqtab* 

1 

He  was  a  very  good  wrestler  and  was  an  expert 
2 

at  the  arrpw  shooting.  As  such  he  was  very  bold  by 

nature  and  often  used  to  say  j 

1*  Mau/lana  Muhammad  wasim-  MLrqlfc-ul-wusul  war  R&sul 
Ma If uz-i- Ahmad  Maghribi  (MS) 

2.  Shaikh  Mahmud  bin  Sa!d  IrijI-  Tfclhf at-ul-Ma  jalis(MS) 

3*_It  ns  a  ns  iftW here  there  is  a  danger,  there  is  my  abodeM- 
L  MauJla na  Muhammad  Qasimr  Mirqat-ul-wusul  war  Rttsul 
Ma  If  uz-i-  Ahmad  Maghribi  ' 
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The  saint  was  a  very  good  singer.  He  was  very 
fond  of  hearing  qawwalis  and  used  to  fall  into  the 
condition  of  1 wajd1  while  he  attended  the  function 
of  sa He  was  also  a  poet  and  had  his  nom-de-pluffle 
1  Ahmad1.  Following  verses  are  the  specimens  of  his 
composition: 

f>/h  v  p  >  i*-;  k ^ 

jT-o  I  IX  &  Uai  >>  L*J 


V 


/ 


(S^  ^ y~{ 

L*’ 


He  was  very  witty  by  nature  and  there  are  many 
incidents  of  repartees  narrated  about  him. 

Once,  while  he  was  distributing  money  among 
beggars,  a  poet  was  by  his  side.' The  latter  remarked, 
wThis  is  a  very  good  practice  bestowed  upon  idlers  by 

God"*  The  saint  recited  his  following  verse  in  reply? 

s 


rJ  (A's3  f  Cl) 
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His  following  ghazal  was  daily  recited  by  one 
of  hia  disciples  named  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji*  The  saint 
composed  the  following  ghazal  and  recited  it  in  the 
presence  of  hia  disciples: 

.  O 

6r  (.■>»  -  (V  /*  -  x-t?  to4?y> 

s’!1  t>\  ~  Ujj  Lr~sJl 

/-  A-  r-  Yy' s**  &  c^.o-kW'-*'1’3' 

b  s  **  i  C  ’S  y *  f  l 


Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji  after  hearing  it  stood  up 

and  requested  the  saint  to  read  the  last  couplet 

containing  the  noond e-plume  but  he  said,  ttI  donft 

1 

want  to  be  known  as  a  poet**1 

A  person  with  the  poetic  bent  of  wind  recited 

the  following  Hindi  verse  before  the  saint: 

CirU'a^(j>*  ^  ^  ^ 

U  L  is 

u  "shai kh  Mahmud  IrijI-  T&hfat-ul-Majalis  (MS)- 

Maularia  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mirqgrt-ul-wttsul  war-Rl&sul- 
Malfuz-i- .Ahmad  Maghribi  (MS) 
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The  saint  observed  ex-terapore  in  reply  the 
followings 


Once  a  girl  wiliii  collyrium  in  her  eyes, 
approached  the  saint;  he  did  not  like  it  and  so  said: 


Once,  when  the  well-known  saint  Khwaja  Qutb-ud- 
Din  Bakhtyar  Eaki  fell  ill  and  remained  bed-ridden  for 
a  long  time,  his  relatives  approached  Shaikft  Ahmad  and 
requested  him  to  pray  for  his  recovery  from  the  long 
ailment*  He  did  so  and  told  them  to  convey  the 
following  couplet  to  him  - 


gj  tj  03  4*/-  4^ 

oU/f  to 


He  wrote  a  book  in  Persian  named  Irshad-ut-T alibi n 


1*  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  T&hfat-ul-Majalis  (Ms) 
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1 

in  which  he  has  given  the  history  of  fourteen  orders 

J- 

of  Sufis*  He  also  translated  the  Holy  Quran  into 
2  - 

Persian.  Hia  rtRisala-i--Ahniadiya!S  a  work  in  the  Arabic 

language  contains  the  tenets  of  the  Maghribiyss  order 

and  the  biographical  sketches  of.  some  Shaikhs  belonging 

to  it.  The  book  was  dedicated  to  Sultan  Ahmad,  the 

3 

founder  of  the  city  of  Ahmadabad. 

There  are  so  many  legends  ascribed  to  the  saint 

about  hia  nature*  Once,  while  he  was  asleep  a  man 

reached  his  bed  with  a  dagger  to  murder  him.  The  Shaikh 

suddenly  awoke  at  the  very  time  and  finding  him  on  the 

point  of  thrusting  the  dagger  into  Ghest  questioned, 

«Who  are  you?rt  The  man  turned  away  and  disappeared 

from  there,  but  the  Inmates  of  the  convent  chased  him 

and  caught  him.  They  produced  him  before  the  saint* 

The  latter  told  all  people  to  go  away  leaving  him  there* 

Then  the  saint  enquired  of  him  about  his  name  and  the 

object  with  which  he  was  there  with  a  dagger.  The  man 

1»  A  manuscript  lies  in  Pir  Muhammad shah  Library, 

Ahmad  absTd. 

2,  The  manuscript  is  still  lying  in  Khaneqah  at  Sarkhej. 

3*  Ismail  bin  Ibrahim-  ;$hareh  Risala-i-Ahmadiy a  (MS) 
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confessed  all  his  guilt.  The  saint  forgave  him  and 

1 

sent  him  away  after  giving  some  money. 

Once  a  rich  person  presented  to  the  saint 
'a  cow  of  nice  appearance.  He  put  her  under  the  care 
of  Taj-ud-Bln.  But  the  ungrateful  fellow  sold  her  away 
to  some  butcher.  She  could  make  her  escape  from  the 
grip  of  the  latter  and  approached  running  to  tne  saint 

with  the  butcher  following  her  to  catch  her  again* 

«— 

'She  started  hs  11  owing .  When  the  butcher  narrated  before 
the  saint  what  had  happened,  the  latter  persuaded  him 
to  leave  her  there  and  accept  back  the  money  of  the 
purchase  given  to  Taj-ud-Din. 

Once,  a  cunning  person  living  in  rhe  guise  of 

a  fafeir  begged  alms  from  him.  The  saint  gave  him  two 

3 

Panjganis*  The  greedy  fellow  was  not  satisfied  and 
spoke  in  a  suppressed  tone.  The  undeserving  are  given 
gold  end  I,  a  deserving  one,  only  two  Panjganis.  The 

1 .  Shaikh Jtohmud  Iriji~ Tfeihfat -ul-Majalis  (MS) 

2#  Mau/lani  Muhammad  Qasim-  Mir qat -u  1- wta/u  1  war  RJteul- 
Malfus-i- Ahmad  Maghribi  (MS) 

3.  The  name  of  a  copper  coin  current  in  those  days* 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  381  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(376) 

saint  said  in  reply,  rtI  have  no  concern  with  it.  It 
is  given  by  God  to  me  to  transfer  it  to  the  deserving* 
But  what  is  there  tied  on  your  back?  3? he  pretender  did 
not  speak  a  word  and  went  away.  But  it  so  happened  that 
he  succumbed  to  the  fatal  pain  that  started  in  his 
stomach  at  the  very  moment.  Malek  Shaikhen,  the  police 
officer,  happened  to  be  there.  During  the  inquiries 
made  by  him  he  found  a  small  bag  full  of  a  hundred 
tankas  tied  to  his  back.  When  the  event  was  narrated 
to  Ahmadshah,  he  said  only  this  much,  'rtHe  is  a  great 

1  ?i 

saint  and  his  blessings  are  with  me  and  with  my  kingdom? 

In  A*H«  825  (A*D.  1423 >  $ult§n  Ahmad  returned 
to  his  capital  after  vanquishing  Shah  Hoshang’s  Mslva 
forces,  it  is  related  that  two  months  before  this? 

Sultan  Ahmad  had  written  from  his  camp  at  Sarangpur  to 
Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  to  send  his  blessings.  The  latter 
had  informed  him  in  reply,  «ln  triumph  and  glory  you 
shall  return  to  your  capital,  God  willing,  in  the  year 

1*  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  Tfelhf at-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 
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1 

A.H.826  (A# D.  1424)  and  so  it  happened# 

iSayyad  Jalal  Bukhari,  better  known  as  Jalali 
has  written  some  couplets  in  praise  of  the  saint* 
fhe  couplets  are  as  follows: 

(V-'i  1 

j*  (J  chx 


> 

1.  Sikandar  Muhammad  Msujhu-  Mirat -i-Sikandari,  p.19. 
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SHAIKH  SALAH-UB-LII  HAG- HR  IB  I 

Shaikh  Salah-ud-Din  was  horn  in  A.-H.  824 
(AJL1422)  in  the  city  of  Lag  situated  in  the  region 
of  Afghanistan.  Originally,  he  had  been  the  son  of  a 
Hindu  named  Tukigiv  who  had  become  a  convert.  The 
story  about  his  conversion  goes  that,  once  when  Shaikh 
Ahmad  Khattu  had  been  reading  the  Qur’an ,  he  approached 
him,  Welcome  Baba  T§libw,  said  the  saint,  wand  in  the 
name  of  Allah,  the  Beneficent,  the  Merciful,  learn  the 
precept srt.  Then  the  saint  took  a  few  draughts  from  a 
cup  full  of  water  and  gave  the  remaining  to  him.  There- 

Ok  - 

after  the  saint  mde  the  present  of  a  copy  of  the  Quran 
to  Tukajiv  and  the  latter  instantly  started  to  study  it. 

He  continued  to  live  tte  re  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
service  in  that  convent. 

One  day  Sultan  Ahmad,  the  founder  of  Ahmad ab ad 
paid  a  visit  to  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  and  saw  Tukajiv  by 
his  side.  The  saint  introduced  him  to  the  Sultan  who 
informed  the  saint  that  that  person,  i.e*  Tukijlv  had 
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a  younger  brother  named  Mawlajiv.  The  saint  sent 

Tukajiv  for  him  and  when  he  produced  him  before  the 

saint,  the  latter  instructed  MaiuLajiv  to  go  to  Las  ' 
and  return  to  Ahmadabad  with  both  the  wives  of  Tukajiv. 

Accordingly,  he  reached  Las  when  he  was  informed  that 

one  oftha.  wives  of  Tukajiv  had  given,. birth  to  a  son. 

Mawlajiv  brought  both  the  wives'and  the  child  to 

Ahmadabad.  But  the  child  became  an  orphan  within  three 

months*  The  saint  t ookpossession  of  the  child  and 

named  him  (galah-ud-Bin.  The  child  turned  out  to  be  a 

pious  youth  who  devoted  his  time  to  the  services  of 
1 

the  saint.  When  the  latter  was.  on  his  death-bed,.  Sultan 

N 

Mahmud  and  Qazi  kbdul-Hai  visited  him;  the  Multan  asked' 
him  to  nominate  as  his  successor,  one  who  should  keep 
the  lamp  of  saintlihood  burning.  Pointing  to  Salah-ud- 
J}In,  the  saint  answered,  rtThis  son  of  mine  definitely 
will  do  it”.  The  Sultan,  after  a  pause,  remarked,  wIt 
is  the  task  of  great  responsibility  and  will  not  be 
adequately  fulfilled  by  this  feeble  youth.  Qizi  ^bdul*-. 

1*.  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  T^hfat-ul-Majalis  (MS) 
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-Hai  deserves  the  post  in  every  way?  "Feeble",  exclaimed 
$ 

the  saint.  wNo,  the  bey1  will  turn  out  to  be  equal  to 

the  occasion.  (Think  not  that  I  shall  be  dead  and  gone. 

Verily  the  lovers  of  God  are  immortal.5*  Hearing  these 

words  the  Sultan  took  the  hand  of  Salah-ud-Din  in  his 

own  and  put  it  on  his  head.  The  saint  himself  tied  up 

1 

the  turban  on  Salah-ud-Ein* s  head  and  prayed  for  his 

long  life.  Shaikh  Salah-ud-Din  fulfilled  all  the  wishes 

of  his  preceptor  and  turned  out  to  be  an  eminent  saint. 

Immediately  after  this,  he  left  the  world.  He  died  on 

Rabi  I,  22,  and  lies  buried  at  iSarkhej  at  the  feet  of 

2 

Shaikh  Ahmad  piattu  Ganjbakhsh. 


1.  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  (Mhf at-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 

2.  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan- 

> 

Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p*23 * 
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■SHAIKH  MAHMUD  IRIJI  Maghribi 

1  ,2 
Shaikh  Mahmud* was  born  in  Irij.  His  father  Sad 

3 

was  one  cf  the  descendants  of  Hazrat  Baha-ud-Din  2akariya* 

He  took  education  under  Shaikh  Taj-ud-Dln  IrijI, 

4 

the  disciple  of  Makhdum  Jahanysn  Jahangasht  who  advised 

him  to  ^enunciate  the  world*  One  day  a  barber  was  called 

by  him  shave  Mahmud* s  head,  but,  later  on,  he  changed 

his  mind  and  instructed  him  to  go  to  Ahmadabad  where 

5 

his  spiritual  guide  would  arrange  for  it.  He  reached 

6 

Ahmadabad  and  halted  at  Bhanderipursji .  Next  morning  he 
went  to  pay  a  vi&t  to  His  Holiness  -Shaikh  Ahmad  Khettu 
at  Sarkhej  .  To  his  surprise^  an  inmate  of  the  monastery 

j 

named  Baramad  met  him  in  the  way  and  said,  11  My  master 
has  sent  me  to  receive  you,1*  "No%  answered  the  Shaikh. 


1*  Irij,  also  known  as  Erachh  is  situated  in  the  north 
of  Jhansi  District  (Robert  Burn-  The  Cambridge 
History  of__India,  Vol.IV,  p*l85) 

2o  Mau/lavta  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  tAbdul  Jab  bar-  Mahbub-zi 
Almaiihn-  TadJakira-i-Awliya-i-B$pcan,  Vol*II,  p.743  • 
3.  Vide  ,*  p »  1*2.* 

4*-  Vide  p*  l-?| 

5*  When  Shaikh  Mahmud  came  to  Ahmadabad,  his  spiritual 
guide  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  (Jan^bakhsh  shaved  off  his 
head.- 

Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  Ttthf at-ul-Ma jalis  (MS) 

6*  it  is  now  known  as  Bhanderi  Pole.  It  is  situated  in 
the  area  called ■  Kalupur  in  Ahmadabad* 
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"I  am  not  that  person*  I  am  a  stranger  here  and  it 

seems  you  are  mistaken.1*  That  person  said,  tt0ur  preceptor 

has  instructed  us  to  address, you  as  Mahmud  Iriji.11 

Amazed  at  the  incident  the  Shaikh  followed 

Baramad  and  when  he  reached  the  place  and  saw  the  saint, 

he  fell  at  his  feet*  He  was  treated  as  a  guest  in  the 

convent.  He  had  two  more  meetings  with  the  saint  who 

in  the  end  said,  wAn  invisible  voice  directed  me  to 

retain  you  here  as  my  adopted  son*1.  Mahmud  Iriji  acceded 

to  his  proposal  arh  requested  his  companions  to  part 

with  him  and  seek  their  own  course  of  life.  Afterwards, 

he  arranged  to  call  his  wife  from  his  native  place  Iraj 

and  settled  permanently  at  Bhanderipur  in  conformity 

1 

with  the  instruction  of  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu* 

ShaikC  Mahmud  died  onRajab,  10  A*H.  865  ( A*D* 

1558)  and  was  buried  in  Bhanderipur,  a  locality  in 

JZ 

Ahmad a bad.  • 


1*  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  4Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i- 

Ahmadl,  p.22;  Shaikh  Mahmud^ Iriji-  Tahfat-ul-Ma jalis(MS) 
2.  MauiLavl  Abu  Turab  Muhammad  jkbdul  Jab  bar-  Mahbub  zee 
Almanan  -Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-Daccan ,Vol*II ,  p,743» 
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He  left  behind  him  two  sons-  Muhammad  and 

4  1 

Ismail* 

He  was  a  poet  and  composed  veraea  in  Persian 
as  well  aa  in  Oujari  under  the  nom-d e-plume  MMahmudw. 


As  follows  are  specimens 
composition: 

^  >  t 

/  d-  cp*  b  <j  >* 

j'i’o 

L 

<JjU  £  °C 

. 

^  V  cr^ 


jkr/U’ 

'  .  y 

y  li>  o/  W?.  a  VCLf^  f 
j  o  fy  oio 

/\5^  f  >Z*r 

1  *  .Shaikh  Mahmud  Iri jl-I^hfat 


of  his  poetical 

//  *  j 
/wGJ  j1*  k 

S  L  ’’  £ 

^  w  K 

y  O-J-i  DCv  ^  ..  1 

1/  y  *  ^ 

/(  y 

c)l>  (/ivi  *  ^  ^ 

-  ^jl  <11 Z.L&S 

£/ 

£  IrUzJ 

■ul-Majalis  (Ms) 

tt  n  w 
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( 

He  gives  "the  explanation  of  Sama  in  following 
verses: 

(S^  - 

'jjj*  U  Lf  t  ^  -  Cw  &  1/  o (g  'k 


) 


is  follows  is  one  of  his  rubais; 

oyUi  (j ^  (J V  ^ r'^ ' 

( j  j>^  J  if^3  *  y*  ^  £ 

.  > 

Od>  'y>  >  CvMj? 

X  ->y 


1.  Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji-  S&hfat-ul-Majalis  (MS) 

2 .  w  a  «  n  ii  «  m 
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His  another  fine  quatrain:  ) 

tSi  J'jj  5  A  ^  (?  f  ^  ■ 

If  U'y>  A**  >- 

He  couJd  compose  extempore  Dohras. 

iks  follows  are  given  as  the  specimens 

.  ; 

f  j  ..T  ui)  SS? 

L  U  t  C  i 


,  This  second  one  was  much  liked  by  Shaikh  Ahmad 

Khattu  and  so  he  often  asked  Qawwals  to  sing  it .  And 

\  / 

he  used  to  have  the  -coni  it  ion  of  wajd. 

-  w, 

1«  -Shaikh  Mahmud  Iriji- 

£-*  «  «  « 

»  «  » 


Ttofat-ul-Majalis,  p  *  1 41 

it  «  «  p# 

*  *  »  p  *86 . 

-  '  ; 
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BABA  ‘ALI  SHBR  MAGHRIBI 

Baba  Ali  $her  was  born  in  Turkey#  When  he 
attained  youth,  he  migrated  to  India  and  lived  in 
Bengal.  But,  in  response  to  the  call  from  Shaikh 
Ahmad  Xhattu,  he  left  that  place  for  Sarkhej  and 
settled  there*  He  received  hie  khirqa  from  him. 

He  wore  no  clothes  but  whenever  his  preceptor 
visited  his  convent  he  called  for  a  piece  of  cloth 
with  the  words 

^  .  /, 

1 

and  covered  himself  therewith* 

The  Baba  led  a  life  of  a  mystic  drawn  by  divine 

grace  and  given  entirely  over  to  contemplation. 

He  died  in  A#H*  850  (A*D*1447)  and  lies  buried 
2 

in  Sarkhej. 

He  was  one  of  the  twelve  Babas  who  took  part 

3 

in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Ahmadabad* 


1*  nLrtM  Bring  me  clothing  for  the  Tower  of  Islamic  Law 
comethf  -  4  9 

2*  Mir za, Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at- i- 
Ahmadi,  p*60-  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Tarikh-i-Awliye , 
P*557 .  *  .  __ 

3*  Mir  za^  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at- i- 
Ahmadl,  p,60. 
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His  grand  mausoleum  is  a  square  in  shape  with  a 
huge  dome  over  it  and  has  a  walled  enclosure* 

1'eople  make  a  solemn  religious  vow  to  offer 
things  there  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  wishes  and 
after  getting  the  same  they  pay  a  holy  visit  there  on 
Thursdays  with  sweets  or  cocoa-nuts  and  flowers  as  a 
token  to  give  up  the  same*  Then  tney  recite  the 

i  A  * 

fatiha  standing  before  the  holy  tomb  and  retire.  But 
they  are  not  allowed  to  stay  overnight  within  the 
precincts  of  the  mausoleum. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  393  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(388) 

8Jam  LYING '  BURIED  IN  ANHILWAP  £  ATT  AN 

QasI  Ahmad  one  of  the  four  founders  of 
Ahmadabad  was  born  in  Ar\hilwad  Pattan*  His  birth-date 
is'  not  known*  He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad  YAli,  better  • 
known  as  iSulaiman  jfaqih  who^  was  a  learned  man  of  the 
time  and  was  the  grand-son  of  Khalil-u-llah  alias 
Parid. 

He  studied  the  Fiqh  and  other  religious  subjects 
under  his  father.  He  imbibed  his  spiritual  knowledge 
from  Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu  (xanjbakhsh. 

He  was  later'  on  appointed  Qazi  of  the  city  of 
Anhilwad  P’attan  by  Sultan  Ahmadshah  {A«H*813/A.P.  1411- 
A  *  II . 84 5/ A  *XM  443 ) « 

•The  saint  died  on  10th  Shawwal  A.H.840  (A*IK1437) 

and  was  buried  inside  the  Khans arowar  Darwa^u  at 
1 

Anhilwad  Pat  tan*  fhe  expenditure  erf  the  construction 

1.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  f arikh-i-Awliya *J?*490; 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Qasim-  QasId-i-Qasimi  (MS) 
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(389) 

of  the  mausoleum  on  his  tomb  was  defrayed  by 

H,  _  / 

Gaujpuwaraji  H.asan  Faqih  in  £.H.l026  (A.B.1617). 

c  / 

fhe  saint  established  a  madrasa  in  J^nhilwad 
Pattan  and  worked  as  a  teacher  in  it.  He  remained  a 
celibate  throughout  his  life. 

Sayyad  Burhan-ud-Pin  Qutb-i-Alam  was  his 

1 

contemporary  and  they  v»/ere  very  intimate. 


1*  Sayyad  Imam-ud~Pin-  1 arikh-i-Awliya ?  p.490. 
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0HA2T&H  VIII 

THj£  IMAMSHAHIYI  OflDJBR  AtiD  ITS  SA1  NP3 

The  Iraamahahiya  Order  is  better  known  in 

Gujarat  as  the  ^atpanth  (i.e.  the  true  path),  Sayyad 

Imam-ud-Din  ibdur-Sahlm,  better  known  as  Iruamahah, 

the  eponymous  founder  of  the  Tirana  sect  descended 

from  2?ir  Sadr-ud-Din  (birth-  A.  H.  6bq/A,D.  1  2Q0;  death 
1 

A*H.732/A*D*13eO)  ,  tbehtod  of  the  Ismaili  missionaries 
in  India  and  the  tombs  of  his  father  and  grandfather 

mu,  [  hso\ 

may  still  be  seen  at  Uchh  n-@@rr  Bhawalp^ar .  They 

belonged  to  the  line  of  the  descendants  of  the  seventh 

Imam,  Musa  Kazim  bin  Imam  la  far .  The  forefather  of 

_  2 

Imitnshah,  Sayyad  Shams-ud-Ein  Sabzawarl  (birth-A.H. 

560/ A»D  *1 1 66-  death-A*H.675/iWD*1277)  had  migrated 
to  India  from  the  northern  part  of  Adharbaijan  and 
settled  at  Multan. 


1.  Miranshah jlv-  Manazil-ul-Aqtab  (MS) 

2.  He  was  so  called  because  he  was  born  in  a  village 
named  Sabzwar  situated  near  G-azha. 
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His  tomb  lies  at  Uch:r.  Imsmshah  was  born  there 
onKabi'l  27,  A.H.856  (JUD, 1432).  His  father  Abu 
Qalsndar  Saaan  Kablr-ud-Din  (birth  Aw H*726/a«D*132d) , 
the  son  of  fir  Sadr-ud-Din  died  when  he  was  a  mere 
chi  Id  * 

He  joined  the  burial  procession  and  in  the  very 
graveyard,  he  set  up  a  claim  to  his  share  in  the 
ancestral  property  before  hi s. brothers .  But  none  paid 
any  heed  to  his  demand.  At  that  time,  the  boy,  Imim- 
ud-Din  was  by  the  side  of  the  !%ier*  To  the  surprise 
of  all  who  were  present,  the  hand  of  the  dead  body 
with  a  rosary  and  some  sugar  was  found  raised  up  and 
-burned  to  Im&m-ud-Bin  to  put  the  same  into  his  hand. 
On  receiving  the  same,  he  heard  a  voice  bidding  him 
to  gc  to  Persia  and  to  lay  a  claim  to  his  share  of 
the  property  before  his  uncle*  After  the  death 
ceremony  was  over,  the  boy  proceeded  to  Kirmin  and 
met  his  uncle  Sadr-ud-Din  who  gave  over  to  him  the 
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hereditary  belonging  both  earthly  and  religious 
without  any  hesitation,  After  sometime?  the  uncle 
advised  him  to  go  to  Gujarat  to  preach  among  the 

1 

people  "the  tenets  of  his  order  and  he  went  to  GirmathflL 
in  Gujarat*  There  he  acquired  great  success  with  the 
rural  population*  He  settled  at  the  village  of 
Girmatha,  about  nine  miles  off  Ahmadabad,  Some  time 
during  the  early  period  of  the  reign  of  Sultan  Mahmud 

by 

I  Begada  (iWD.  1459*1513)  and/the  force  of  his  preaching 

ht 

and  his  miracles , ^succeeded  in  obtaining  proselytes 
from  the  Leuva  and  Kadva  kanbis  ,  the  Shekhdas  and 
other  sections  of  the  Hindu  agricultural  population 
of  those  parts . 

One  of  his  miracles  was  the  sudden  fall  of 
torrential  rain  as  the  result  of  his  prayer  when 
people  were  suffering  from  hardships  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  water  in  the  area. 

1 .  It  is  a  village  near  Ahmadabid. 

2.  Mir ans hah jiv-  Managf l~ul~Aqt ab  (Ms) 

Khwaja  Hasan  ttizaml-  Fatimi  Dawat-i-Islara,  p-207. 
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Soon  after  this  Sultan  Mahmud  1  Begada  (A.IK1459- 
1513)  happened  to,  be  at  G-irmatha  and  heard  about 

Imamshah’s  miraculous  powers*  He  paid  a  visit  to  him 

1 

and  was  very  much  pleased  with  him,  After  some  time 
gome  Brahmin^  pilgrims  en  route  t  o  Kashi  made  a  halt 
there-  The  saint  while  returning  from  his  usual 
practice  of  recreation  saw  them  and  inquired  of  them 
about  their  destination*  They  told  hiiji  that  they  were 
going  to  Kashi  for  the  dare  ha  n  of  the  Lord  Krishna. 
The  saint  said,  ftJou  will  be  able  to  fulfil  this 
desire  of  yours  even  here*^  The  following  night  the 
Brahmins  found  themselves  in  their  dream  take  a  bath- 
in  the  Ganges,  move  in  the,  city  of  Kashi  and  have  the 
darahan  of  Shri  Krishna.  Early  in  the  morning  after 
they  awoke  they  approached  the  saint  and  narrated 
the  whole  case.  They  expressed  their  desire  to  accept 
Islam  and  became  his  followers  * 

1,  Gazetteer  of  Bombay  Presidency .  Ahmadabad,  Vol*IV, 
Chap .XIV ,  p *288* 
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The  saint  then  successfully  preached  the  tenets 
of  his  order  in  the  villages  round  about  Tirana,  its  a 
result  he  had  a  very  big  number  of  followers. 

Imam-ud-Din  died  in  it. H. 916  (it, D. 1513)  and  was 

1 

buried  in  a  fine  mausoleum  which  he  is  said  to  have 

erected  at  considerable  cost  during  his  life  time  at 
2 

Pirana  (i#e.  the  seat  of  the  Pir)  as  the  place  came  to 
be  called, 

Imamshah  never  kept  away  any  money  with  himself. 

He  distributed  among  the  poor  all  that  he  received  in 

charity  from  hi  a  followers.  Finding  him  take  out  money 

from  beneath  his  usual  one  and  the  same  seat,  a 

malignant  man  thought  that  there  was  a  treasure  there; 

so  he  went  there  at  night  and  searched  for  it  but  he 

was  disappointed  not  to  find  anything  there.  Next  day, 

in  the  evening  when  the  saint  distributed  money  to  the 

poor  according  to  his  usual  practice,  he  gave  him  a 

1*  There  is  a  legend  to  the  ef:£e  ct  that  at  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid  a  golden  brick  which  Imamshah  had 
brought  when  he  visited  paradise  during  his  stay  in 
Persia  ;M#S*  Commissariat-  A  History  of  Gujarat, 

Vol.I,  p*135,  footnote  2*) 

2»  Situated  at  the  distance  of  about  nine  miles  from 
Ahmadabad* 
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quantity  double  of  what  he  gave  to  others.  The  latter 
asked  for  the  reason.  The  saint  said,  9*You  have  laboured 
hard  ,  at  night  and  were  disappointed11  •  Hearing  the  words? 
the  fellow  fled  away  at  ono4» 

Imams  hah  studied  Sanskrit  and  passed  a  number 

of  years  in  company  of  ?yogisr  from  whom  he  learnt  the 

Vedantic  philosophy.  He  was  a  versatile  writer  and 

wrote  numerous  w  crks  like  the  Jugeshwar  ^bdunagman  on 

;$ufism;  the  Mur  Gavantri  on  the  Great  ion;  the  Parb 

Pandaw  containing  the  story  of  the  Fandawas,  the  Si 

Harfi  containing  thirty  precepts  of  the  Vedanta  philo-t* 

sophy.  the  Atharvadi  Gavantri  on  the  worship  of  divinity** 

the  Jannat-puri  on  the  description  of  his  travel  to 

Persia:  the,  Satvarni  Moti  containing  miracle- stories; 

Bavan  Gati  on  Eschatology;  the  Naklank  Gita  on  incar  ra- 
,1 

tiona  of  the  Imams  ,  the  Shiksha  Petri  on  religious 
2 

precepts;  the  Gorvani  ani  the  Yogvani  on  mysticism* 

_  ~  2  ■£'“ 

1«  Ma  tula  ha  Muhammad  Na  j  iba-l-Grhani-  Madtohib-ul-Madilahib , 

P  .373;  o  - 

Miranshahji-  ManazUa'-ul-Aqtab  (MS) 

2*  Bombay  Gazetteer,  Ahmadabad ,  Ch.XIV,  p . 29O . 
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XMAMSHAHl  gBNBJS 

As  regards  their  fundamental  religious  doctrines. 

the  Imamehahis  acknowledge  the  unity  of  the  one  supreme 

Being  who  is  Allah  and  accept  Muhammad  as  his  apostle 

and  Prophet'  and  this  essential  creed  marks  them  out  as 

faithful  Muslims*  They  consider  their  Imam  as  a  divinely 

inspired  leader  and  participating  in  the  substance  of 

God.  The  Quran  is  regarded  as  Divine  revelation  and  it 

is  allegorically  interpreted  or  explained  by  the  Imams 

by  the  nethod  which.  is  known  as  alankar .  These  allegories 

are  to  be  found  in  their  texxs  written  by  the  early  Dirs 

1 

and  which  are  known  as  gnansi  the  recitation  of  which 
generally  takes  the  place  of  the  reading  of  the  Quran, 
for  the  kakas  are  rarely  familiar  with  the  Arabic 
alphabet . 

Imamshah  and  his  successors  deliberately  left 
theological  and  moral  system  of  their  converts  undisturbed 
in  order  to  put  as  little  obstacle  as  possible  in  the  way 
of  their  proselytizing  activities.  The  result  has  been 
that  the  spirit  of  caste  and  its  regulations  still  dominate 
the  customs  and  practically  the  whole  life  of  the  members 
o:g  the  community  who  are  thus  in  Their  manners  and  dress 
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hardly  distinguishable  from  the  Hindus  marriage  and 

\ 

r  other  ceremonies  are  largely  regulated  by  the  customs 

of  the  caste  to  which  devotees  belong,  Among  the 

Mat i as  followers  the  dead  are  cremated  but  the  bones 

which  remain  are  buried,  Those  who  can  afford  it  ,  pay 

large  amounts  for  permission  to  bury  these  bones  in 

'  the  courtyard  in  front  of  Iraamshah's  mausoleum  at 

Pirana  which  is  paved  with  scores  of  small  slabs 

bearing  the  names  of  the  deceased  in  Gujarati*  The 

followers  who  are  known  as  kSkas  are  buried  without 
2 

being  cremated. 


1*  The  gnans  (from  Sanskrit  1  gnanarn1  -  knowledge)  are 
sacred  hymns  or  versified  didactic  ot  ecstatic 
treaties  written  in  the  form  of  si  okas  in  various 
vernaculars. .  ’  N 

2*  M.  s*  Commissariat-  History  of  Gujarat,  p*  139-140. 
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to  the  royal  court  so  that  an  inquiry  could  be 

instituted  about  his  religious  beliefs*  &hujaatkhin 

sent  a  party  of  his  men  to  Pirana  to  produce  'Shahji 

before  him  in  Ahmadabad.  The  saint  having  agreed  to 

accompany  them  started  but  committed  suicide  by  taking 

1 

poison  on  the  way  after  reaching  Ahmadabad.  Bale 
Muhammad  ‘Shah  was  declared  by  the  followers  as  his 
successor . 

The  Moranas  of  the  central  districts  of  Gujarat 
and  Matias  of  Khandesh  left  their  homes  in  large 
numbers  and  attacked  Ahmadabad.  While  crossing  the 
Narmada,  their  passage  was  blocked  by  the  then  Mughal 
Officer  at  Broach  and  in  the  skirmish  that  followed, 
he  was  killed.  The  insurgents.,  having  crossed  the  river, 
took  possession  of  the  fort  of  Broach  and  mde  all 
arrangements  for  its  defence. 


UQ 

1*  When  Shahji  was  brought  to  Ahmadabad,  he  prayed,God 
and  said,  nYou  know  me  better,  I  prefer  to  comeAto 
you  rather  than  ask  justice  from  a  human  being. w 
With  these  words,  his  soul  flev*  away  from  his  body. 

His  dead,  body  w,as  taken  to  Pirana  and_was  buried 
there  -fsayyad  Abid  All-  Tawarikh-i-Pirzada  Imamshahl, 

*  P  *990 
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An  attempt  made  by  the  Mughal  officer-in -charge 

of  Baroda  to  dislodge  them  failed*  When  the  matter  was 

reported  to  Aurangzeb,  he  despatched  iShujaatkhan,  Nazar 

^li  Khan  and  Muiariz  Khan  Babi  for  reinforcements,  fie 

fort  was  invested.  The  insurgents  had  no  means  for 

warfare.  So  when  some  soldiers  of  the  imperial  % roups 

scaled  the  walls  at  an  ungraded  spot,  and  having  got 

in  opened  the  gates,  the  investing  array  rushed  into  it. 

The  Moranas  fought  bravely  but  were  rendered  helpless 

and  many  of  them  were  slain.  Several  of  them  while  , 

fleeing  for  life  threw  themselves  into  the  Narmada  and 
1 

were  drowned . 

«  —  ^ 

Shu jaat khan  then  arrested  Bale  Muhammad  Shah 

and  sent  him  to  Delhi.  In  view  of  his  young  age,fhe 

-  6 

entrusted  him  to  the  Qazi  Abdullah  for  care*  Y/hen  he 
attained  puberty  he  was  sent  with  proper  escort  to 
Piraria.  But  before  long  he  had  a  quarrel  with  his 

L  -  :  z  7 

1  *  Mirza  Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Muhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i- 
Ahmadi,  Vol.  I,  p.320-24* 
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step-mother  named  Raje  fa  hera;  so  he  left  the  place 
for  Gulberg  in  the  D&ccan  and  settled  *t here .  He 
preached  the  tenets  of  his  sect  amongst  the  people  in 
the  locality  and  he  became  very  popular* 

He  died  there  in  A.H*  1046  (A*D.  1637)  but  his 

dead  body  was  brought  to  Mr  ana ,  the  place  of  his 

1 

parentage  and  was  buried  there* 


1.  Sayyad  Abid  Ali-  fawarlkh-i-Pirzada  ImamshaSi,  p*10l* 
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flAYYAB  MUR  MUHAMMAD  SH4H 

Nothing  i.g  know n  about  his  birth  date  but  he 
was  barn  at  lirana.  His  father  Sayyad  Mustafa  had 

I  * 

seen  in  a  dream  before  his  birth^Prophet  Muhammad 
who  had  informed  him  'c hat  he  would  get  a  son  who  would 
•turn  out  to  be  a  great  saint • 

Sayyad  Mur  Muhammad  $hah  studied  various  arts 
and  sciences  at  a  very  early  age  under  his  father* 

Later  on,  he  attached  himself  to  the  ImSraahahi  sect 
and  moved  in  village^  round  about  his  birth  place  for 

t 

its  propagation*  In  consequence  he  had  a  very  big 
number  of  followers  who  were  known  as  Nurshahis . 

He  died  in  A*H.  1089  (A.D.  1679)  and  lies 

1 

buried  at  Pirana. 

1*  Sayyad  Abid  ili-  Tawarlkh-i-lirzada  Iminshah-I,  p*iu3. 
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CBBIER  IX 

THE  SHATTARIYA  QRDBR  AMD  ITS  SAINTS 

1  "  ~r  '.nr  -«m  n  ■■■■ —  ■  '  »  ^ 

The  Shattariya  order  was  founded  by  Shaikh 

Abdullah  Shattari,  the  son  of  Hussjam-ud^Din  ?/ho 

migrated  to  India  from  Iran  and  stayed  at  Jawnpur. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  Sultan  Ibrahim  Shar^i, 

the  king  of  Maiwa  (9th  Century)  he  went  there  and  chose 

to  settle  there  upto  ttee  end  of  his  life  (A*H*809/ 

1 

A.D.1406). 

Muhammad  Ghawth  Gawaliyari  was  the  first  saint 
of  this  order  to  come  to  Gujarat  for  the  propagation 
of  his  order*  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  famous  saint 

-  C  _  6 

Shaikh  Farid-ud-Din  Atxar,  his  full  name  being  Abul 
Mu’fciyad  Muhammad  bin  Khatlr-ud-Din  bin  Bayard  bin 

Farid-ud-Bin  Attar.  Some  say  that*  his  great  grand 

< 

father  Muin-ud-Din  Qattal  came  to  India  and  died  at 
Jawnpur.  Muhammad  Ghawth  was  born  in  906  (A *3)*  1500) 

at  Gawaliar.  He  was  a  pupil  of  shaikh  2uhur-ud-Bin 

1 ,  Nawab  -Shams am-ud-Baw la  Shah  Nawaz  ^han- 
Masir-ul-umra,  p.583. 
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Hadjdji  Hudur  and  belonged  to  the  Shatter aya  sect  of 

Sufis.  He  and  his  eight  brothers  were  disciples  of 

an  d  khalifa 

Shaikh  Hamid,  Khalifa  of  Shah  Qazan,  the  disciple/of 
the  founder^ Shaikh  Abdullah  Shatter! ♦  After  leading 
a  solitary  life  for  more  than  thirteen  years  in  the 
mountains  of  Cunar,  Muhammad  Ghawth  came  to  Ahmadabad 
(Gujarat)  where  a  popular  saint  and  scholar^ shaikh 

V 

Wa jih-ud-Hin  Gujarati  became  his  disciple*  He  establi- 

<  j  .  .. 

shed  a  khanqah  in  Ahmadabad  which  was  put  in  charge  of 

his  dig ciple  Shaikh  Wa  jih-ud-Din  Gujarati ,  He  then 

went  to  Agra  in  A.H.  966  (A, D.  1553)  and  was  treated 

'  with  high  regard  by  Emperor  Akbar*  Subsequently  he 

returned  to  Gwaliyar  where  he  died  in  A*H*  970  (A*H. 

1562).  Humayun  is  also  said  to  have  been  a  faithful 

2 

follower  of  Muhammad  Ghawth.' 

Muhammad  Ghawth  was  the  author  of  several  Sufi 
works,. the  most  popular  of  which  is  Jawahir-i-Khamsa 

— if  - 

1  .^Khazihat-ul-Asf iya ,  p.g69._  ^  „ 

2*  Shaikh  &bdul  Qadir  Bad ay uni-  Mutakhabut-lewarikh, 

p.279. 
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in  .Arabic  which  he  completed  in  jUH.956  (.A. 1.1549) 
and  which  he  subsequently  rendered  into  Persian  with 

additional  improvements*  His  other  works  are  a^id- 
i-Makhizin,  Bahr-ul-Hsyat  and  Hferajnama.  It  is  related 
that  his  ecstatic  sayings  in  M^rajnama  were  condemned 
by  the  Ulama  of  Gujarat  who  passed  orders  for  his 
execution  but  that  he  was  saved  by  the  timely  inberven- 

J 

tion  of  Shaikh  *fta jih-ud-lin  Gujarati, 

.  The  saints  of  the  sect  affirm  that  it  is  a 

wastage  of  time  to  attend  to  the  negative  in  the 
2 

muraqiba  for  it  is  a  negation  of  a  nonenmity*  There  is 
nothing  like  self-effacement ;  there  is  nothing  except 
WI  am  1°;  fawhid  means  understanding  one,  saying  one, 

seeing  one  and  being  one;  I  am  one  and  there  is  no 

/  '  '  -  / 
partner  with  God;  there  is  neither  mujahadah  against 

1  naf s 1  nor  is  there  Pans  nor  Fana-ul-Fanas  f cr  Fana 

requires  two  personalities,  one  to  be  annihilated  and 

1«  Mau>lav&  Muhammad  Ghawth-  iikhbar-ul-Akhyar ,  p,236. 

2*  Lit;  Meditation* 
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the  other  in  which  that  one  is  to  be  annihilated,  §o 
it  is  opposed  to  'Tawhid*  .  They  further  affirm  Tawhid 

and  observe  the ' Dhat 1  with  its  'Sifat1  in  all  stages 

1 1  * 

and  ta jailiyjt .  They  adopt  'raujih&da1  and  say^  "consider 

6  t  <  > 

your  nafs  in  the  way  of  Fana  and  God's  in  the  way  of 

1 

K  t  4  t  f 

baqa;  your  nafs  in  the  way  of  ubudiyyat  and  His  in 
_  2 

the  way  of  Rububiy^at  .-They  do  not  attach  their’ hearts 

to  any  worldly  things*  They  remain  away  from  worldly 

pleasures  and  vices.  They  do  not  wish  for  anything 

except  God.  They  resign  themselves  to  the  will  of  tne 

3 

Almighty. 


1«  Id t;  ^ervantship. 

2*  Lit  i  Ruler  ship. 

3*  Mau/lam  Muhammad' Gauth-  Akhbar-ul-Akhyar ,  p«199; 
Fasl  Ahmad-  A&hkar-wa-Abrar  ,  p*l63. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  411  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(409) 

a  aim  a  uim  buried  in  ahmadabad 

SAY  YAP  AHMAD  SHAH  WAJIH-UD-DIN  "alAWI  GUJARATI 

aHAITARI 

Sayyad  Ahmad,  better  known  as  Shah  Wejlh- 

ud-Dln  was  born  on.Muharram  22  A.H,  910  (AMEM504) 

1 

at  Muhammadabad*  At  the  time  of  his  birth  he  was 

found  to  be  laughing.  He  did  not  suck  the  milk  of 

2 

his  mother  before  she  had  her  bath.  His  father, 

3 

Hasrullah  bin  Iraad-ud-Din  was  the  descendant  of 
Imam  Muhammad-ul-Javid.  His  great  grand  father 

_  i 

Sayyad  Baha-ud-Din  left  Mecca  with  his  son^Muln-ud- 
Din  for  Gujarat  to  obey  the  order  ox  Prophet  Muhammad 
received  in  his  dream*  and  reached  Anhilwad  Patt'an. 


1  *  It  is  now  known  as  Champaner.  It  is  situated  in  the 
District  of  PanchmahaiS  It  was  founded  Jsy  Sultan 
Mahmud  Begada  and  was  named  after  him-iMir  Gulara 
4Ali  *Azad  Masir-ul-Kirara,  p«196 
2«  Sayyad  Yahya  bin  Sayyad  Husain  'Alavi-Kashf-rul- 
Wajih  (M3);  Mauilavd  Muhammad  Saheb-  Hidaya*&-ul- 
Hanafiya,  p*387. 

3*  He  .was  born  in  Karol  at  a  distance  of  four  miles 
from  Ahmadabad.  He  married  Bachibibi,  the  daughter 
of  Miyan  Shihab-ud-Dln  bin  Mawlana Mahmud,.  He  died 
leaving  behind  him  six  sons,  vissShah  Wa jih-ud-Din, 
Zahlr-ud-Din,  Na  jm-ud-Dln,  Baha-ud-Din,  Qazi  Muhammad 
and  Qazi  Burhan-ud-Din.  He  lies  buried  at  Knanpur  in 
Ahmadabad- [Sayyad  imam-ud-Dln-Tarikh-i-Awliya,p*758. U 
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During  the  reign  of  Mahmud  Begada  Sayyad 

C~  - 

Muin-ud-Bin*  s  son  -Sayyad  Imafii-ud-Bin,  the  grand 
thther  of  Sayyad  Ahmad  went  to  Champaner  and  establi¬ 
shed  himself  there*  He  was  appointed  the  Qazi  of  the 
place . 

Sultan  Muzaffar  Halim  (A.H.917,  A.B*151 1- 
A*H.932/'A*D»1526)  invited  him  to  Ahmadabad  and  made 

arrangements  for  his  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  his 

1 

palace.  There  Sayyad  Ahmad,  i.e.  Shah  Wajih-ud-Bin 

committed  to  memory  the  holy  Quran.  At  that  time  he 

was  aged  seven.  He  studied  different  subjects  under 

different  learned  men,  e.g.  the  general  education 

under  Sayyad  Sharas-ud-Bin,  the  Had it h  under  Shaikh 

-2 

Abdul  Barakat  Bambarii  ‘Abbasi*  Logic  and  philosophy 

_  3 

under  Khatib  Abul  Fa£l  G-aaruni  and  some  religious 

4 

subjects  under  his  uncle^Badi  Abu-l-Qasim. 

T«  Sayyad  *Abdul~Malik  bin  Sayyad  Muhammad- 

Malfuz-i-Kabiri 4urf  Misbah-ul-Alam  (MS). 

2.  As  Shah  Wajih-ud-Din  himself  said  about  him  - 

-Malik  Ahmad  bin  Malik  Muhammad  Al"Faruqi- 
ipiulasat-ul-Wajlh-  <  MS) .  _  _ 

3.  He  was  known  as  Maiyla-i-Muhaqqaq-  Sayyad  Tahyah 
bin  Sayyad  Husain  Alavi^Kashfu^l-Wajih  (MS)0 

4.  Who  was  his  mother*  s  brother- /Maul avi  Sayyad 
Imam-ud-Din  Ahmad  Sakeb-Barakat-ul-Awliya,  p*85.7 
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Having  not  been  satisfied  with  the  knowledge 

that  he  had  acquired  there,  he  approached  the  saint 

1 

-Sayyad  Kabir-ud-Din  and  expressed  his  desire  to  be 

his  disciple.  The  Sayyad  acceded  to  his  request  and 

arranged  to  give  him  instruction  through  Maudana  Imad- 
^2 

ua-Din  Tarfcmi  who  happened  to  be  in  Ahmadabad  at  that 

time.  Even  this  arrangement  could  not  quenoh  Sayyad 

Ahmad* s  thirst  of  knowledge  and  he  revealed  this  matter 

frank-heartedly  before  Sayyad  Kabir-ud-Ein*  Per  chance, 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Gauth,  happened  to  come  to  Ahraadabad 

during  those  very  days.  On  account  of  his  heretical 

<r  - 

activities  the  ularaas  headed  by  Shaikh  Ali  Itotaqi 
3 

Ansarl  rose  in  opposition  against  him.  Ultimately, 

Ji- 

the  matter  reached  the  stage  of  seeking  a  Fatwa  f  car  . 


1.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  great  ^ufi  Salman  Farsi. 
He  lies  buried  in  Asawal,  a  locality  in  Ahmadabad- 
[ "  4Abdul~Malik  iUavi-  Aerasnamah  (MS).j 
2*  Vide,  p.  'll} 

3*  He  was  the  son  of  Husiam-ud-Ein  bin  Abdul— Malik. 

His  ancestors  lived  in  Jawnpur.  He  was  born  in 
Burhanpur  and  imbibed  the  spiritual  knowledge  frail 
his  father.  He  went  to  Mecca  in  A.H.953  (A*E*1546) 
where  he  died^  in  A.H.957 ( A.E*  1551() .  He  was  buried 
there-lMirsa  All  Muhammadkhan-Mirat-i-Ahmadi,p*82j 
Fazl  Ahmad-  Adhkar-wa-Abrar ,  p.403.^J 
4*  It  is  a  religious  command  which  can  be  given  by  the 
religious  head  and  learned  men. 
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for  his  execution.  When  it  was  put  before  Sultan 
1 

Mahmud  Shah  III  ( A»L* 1536-§4)  for  his  signature,  the 
latter  referred  the  matter  to  Shah  Wajlh-ud-Lin  who 
accordingly  approached  Shaikh  Muhammad  Gawth  with  the 
'fatwa.  Having  a  sight  of  his  face,  he  was  so  enamoured 
of  him  that  he  tore  into  piecesthe  f at wa,  and  exclaimed 
«AlI  Muttaqil  you  have  no  knowledge  of  the  attainments 
of  the  Shaikh3*.  Thereafter  he  accepted  Shaikh  Muhammad 

2  ,  X 

^Gawth  as  his  preceptor.  The  latter  was  ummi  and  Shah 
Wajih-ud-Din  was  very  learned.  So  somebody  enquired  of 

him  why  he  agreed  to  be  the  disciple  of  an  illiterate 

/ 

fellow.  The  Shah  told  in  reply  that  he  did  not  mind 

A 

the  matter  as  the  Prophet,  too,  Was  <uramf.y 


1  .The  Sultan  gave  the  saint  a  title  of  Malik-al-MuhadditK 
as  he  was  unique  in  the  knowledge  of  Had  It  h  -IT 
Dr  B. i-I*  Tirmizi-  The  Contribution  of  Gujarat  to 
Arabic  language  &  Literature  (Ph.D.  Thesis) >3 
2*  Mirza  ‘All  Muhammad-  Mirat-i-AhmadI ,  p  .^-3 

3*  Shah  Wa jlh-ud-Din-  sha jra-i-Shaikh  Ahmad  Khattu(MS) 

4*  Mir^a  Muhammad  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad-  KhatimaM  -  j  -~ 
Mirat-i-Ahmadi ,  p.68. 
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Shah  Wajlh-ud-Din  followed  the  principles  of 

the  Maghribiya  order  as  well  as  of  the  Chishtiya  order. 

For  the  former  he  was  connected  with  Shaikh  Ahmad 

Khattu  G-anj  Bakhsh  and  for  the  latter  with  shah  Qazan 
1  , 

Chishti . 

He  founded  a  ^madrasa*  in  A*H*933  (A.l.  (5Xt>  ) 

for  which  the  expenditure  of  the  construction  of  the 

building  was  defrayed  by  one  of  his  foil  owe  dS  named 
2 

Sadiq,  Khan.  A  very  big  library  was  attached  to  it.  It 

3 

contained  manuscripts  of  works  written  by  pupils 

thereof  either  during  the  course  of  their  studies 

4 

or  after  the  completion  thereof-. 


1*  &ayyad  lahyah  bin  Sayyad  Husain  ^lam- 
r Kashf -ul-wa jih  (MS)  3 

2.  He  belonged  to  Khurasan  where  his  father  was  the 
governor.  He  migrated  to  India  and  served  Bairam 
Khan.  He  died  in  *4*H.  1005 (A.  1.1 597)  and  was  buried 
in  Iholpur.  He  also  built  the  mausoleum  of  the 
saint  after  his  death-LSayyad  (Abdul-Malik  bin  Sayyad 
Muhammad  Malfuz-i-Kablrl  (MS).  1 

3*  fhere  is  a  manuscript  of  the  Qur'an  written  by  the 
saint 1  s  son  in  an  ornamented  style  for  the  same 
library^,  in  the  Plr  Muhammad  Sh£th  Library  of 
Ahmadabad. 

4.  1  he'^drasa^ and  the  library  were  destroyed  in  the 
disorder  created  in  A*H.  1197  (A»L./7tfz,  ) 
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Shah  Wajih-ud-Dln  himself  worked  in  it  as  a 
teacher  and  taught  logic,  philosophy,  fiqh,  had  it h, 
geometry,  astronomy  and  the  interpretations  ox  the 
verses  of  the  Quran, 

He  ?>/as  very  regular  in  attendance,  e*g.  even 
the  very  next  morning  of  his  marriage,  he  absented 
himself  from  the  Jalva  ceremony  in  order  to  attend 

,  -  i 

the  m  drasa  and  resume  his  duties  of  teaching*  On 
only  other  four  occasions  he  was  absent  in  it-when 

he  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  keeping  with  himself 

,  2  ' 
a  traitors'-  gold  and  other  valuable  things^*  ©hen 

Humayun  (A *H*940/a*D.1534)  was  in  Ahmadabad,  he  went 

to  ms  et  him  in  response  to  his  invitation*  £$hen  his 

precept or^  Muhammad  Gauth  was  at  Broach,  he  went  to 

pay  a  holy  visit  to  him^and  when  he  was  sent  by  Sultan 

Muhammad  II  to  extend  an  invitation  to  his  preceptor 

at  Idar  to  come  to  Ahmadabad.  When  the  infirmity  of 

1*  MaUlavi  Muhammad  Gauth  bin  Hasan  bin  Musa  Shattarl- 
A£kar-wf*-Abrar  ,  p.40£’  € 

$ayyad  Abdul  Malik  bin  Sayyad  Muhammad  Alawi- 
Malfuz-i-Kablrl  (MS). 

2.  Muhammad  bin  tJmar  Aaifi-  Safar-ul-wala  Ba  Muzaffar- 

ul-wala,  p.11* 
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the  age  made  him  helpless,  Brophet  Muhammad  in  his 
dream  said,  tt0h,  Shah  Wa jlh-ud-Din,  you  need  not 

^  t 

worry;  I  always  attend  your  madrasa**1  After  the 

declaration  of  the  dream  his  lessons  began  to  be  known 

1 

as  wDars-i-Muhammadirt  *  Most  of  the  students  of  the 

madrasa' turned  out  to  be  religious  teachers  and  they 

spread  up  through-out  the  country  to  propagate  the 

work  of  their  precept  or .  ,Shsh  Muhammad  Ba&lullah 

Burhanpuri  had  a^madrasa'  in  Burhanpur;  *Abdul-Qadir 

Baghdadi  and  Karaal-ud-Din  6Abbasi  established  their 

madrasa*  at  Ujjain;  similarly,  Sfrsh  Abdullah  and 

Mafculana  Siaullah  bin  Muhammad  Grauth  Gwaliory  settled 

in  Agra  and  Maud-ana  Muhammad  Uthman  at  Kh andean  and 

2 

{ A  llama  Muhammad  -Sharif  in  Madina  and  they  had  their 
madrasas  there;  and  Mauilani  Hasan  Bambani,  MauGLana 
^Abdul-nGani  Jatynpuri  4Abbasi,  Mauilana  Abdul  Aziz  Khali di 
and  Shaikh  Abdul  Hadi  from  amongst  them  turned  out  to 
be  eminent  musicians . 

1  «  Iit*MThe  lesson  of_  Prophet  Muhammad “^Sayyad  Im im-ud- 

din  bin  Ahmad  Mufti-  Tarikh-i-Awliya ,  P*366J 
2*  Malik  Ahmad  bin__Malik  Muhammad  Al  Karuqi- 
Khulasatrul-wa jih  (MS); 

‘Abdul-Hai-  Yad-i-Ayyam,  p. 
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The  saint  left  this  world  in  the  morning  of 

-Saturday  29,  Safar  A*H.99s  (A*D*1589)  and  lies  buried 

at  Khanpur  in  Ahmadabad* 

His  mausoleum  was  built  by  Nawab  Must  Of  a  khan 

1 

who  was  the  subtedar  ( A*H*933/A*I>. I532j  of  Gru jarat * 

-Saint  Shah  Wa jih-ua-Bin  was  a  poet  as  well  as 
prose-writ er .  After  becoming  free  from  the  teaching 
work  the  saint  devoted  his  time  to  Us  writing  works* 

L  _  j 

There  are  thirty  two  risalas  on  the  subject  of  only  the 

2 

Hadith^  written  by  him.  His  Kit ab-i~2ariri ,  the  first 

£ 

of  his  compositions  is  on  the  Arabic  grammar  written 

in  A*H»925  (A*D*1520)  at  the  age  of  15  years*  , 

Most  of  his  works  are  commentaries,:  some  of 

z  _ 

which  are  ^harh-i-lrshad ,  Hashiya-i-Baidflavd,  HashLya- 
i-Favaid  zia£ya,  Hashiya  iSharah-i-Kalimat-ul-aen ,  Sharh- 
i-Jam-i-J&hannuraa ,  Kalid-i-Makhazin-i-&authu-l-Awliya , 

3  , 

Risala-i-Haqiqai-ul-Muhammadiya  on  Arabic  grammar , 

1*  Shaikh  j^bdul  Qadir  Bad ayu ni-MuntakhabuT~T aw^i^kh , 

p * 293?  Khwaja  Rizam-ud-Dln-Tabqat-i-Akbarl ,p *480; 
Mirza  Muhammad  All  Khan-Khatimah-Mirat-i-Ahmadi  ,p *45* 
Shaikh  Muhammad  Ikrani~Rud-i-Ka&&ar ,  p*245. 

2*  There  is  a  MS  with  &ayyad  Manzur u-l-Haqq  HusainI  Pir 
*Alavft,  a  descendant  of  the  saint  living  in  Asmodia,  a 
locality  in  Ahmadabad.  It  is  in  the  saint fs  own  hand. 
3*  There  is  a  Ms  thereof  in  Pir  Muhammad  Shah  Library, 
Afimadabad* 
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'  ^  _  *  J 

Hashiya-i-Asf ahani,  Sharh-i-Maqasid  and  Sharh-i-Qutbi. 

He  wrflt'e  in  Persian  a  work  entitled  Awrad-wa- 

2  ,  '  _  2 
Maaluraat-i-Hadfrrat  a  Hama  Shah  Wa jih-ud-Din  *Alam  which 

contains  admonitions  to  his  disciples  like  "Don’t  eat 

too  much;  don’t  speak  too  much,  don’t  mix  too  much  with 

people:  when  you  hear  the  voice  of  somebody,  you 

remember  that  God  is  hearing  it  and  when  you  see 

something,  you  remember  that  God  is  seeing  it;  and  when 

something  strikes  to  your  heart,  you  remember  that  God 
3 

is  knowing  it* 

z 

His  well-known  work  Sha jra-i-Hadftrat  Makhdum 

4 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Tariqa-i-Shah  Via jih-ud-Din  is  on  the 
subject  of  fundamental  principles  of  the  Maghribiya  order 
and  it  also  includes  the  journey  of  Shaikh  Akmad  Khatfu 
to  Mecca* 


1.  Mir  Gulara  *Ali  Azad-  Maasir-ul-Kiram,  p*196* 

2*  A  Persian  MS  copy  is  in  the  Elr  Muhammad  Shah 
library,  Ahmadabad . 

3*  Ihese  are  the  three  main  principles  of  the  Shattariya 
ord  er  • 

4*  I he  Arabic  MS  copy  of_this  book  is  in  Pir  Muhammad 
Shah  Library,  Ahmadabad* 
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The  saint  was  also  a  poet  and  composed  verses 
in  Persian  under  the  nom-de~plume  nWajhisl •  following 
are  some  of  his  verses: 

'J  '  &>'>/■■  >’  ;» j> 

'  ^>'^.  A 1 t  o*> 

y  l'j  fioj\>  - 


ko&t" 


He  was  a  very  witty^and  could  ex-temp  or rously 
give  a  proper  reply  befitting  the  occasion*  Once  a  man 
came  to  him  and  spoke: 


1  tp_  »  C->'S^  J\su  -2^  j~*S  ^ 


He  retorted: 


/“  .. 
y  / 


Ji-> 


1*  Sayyad  YahyaK  bin  Sayyad  Husain  Alam- 
Kash£-ul-Wajih_(te)j 
Myan  &bdul  GranI-  Bahr-ul-Haqaiq  (MS) 
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His  Hindi  Verses  are: 

^  ty  i  J  L?  ^ ^  ^ u 

&hah  Abdullah,  his  son  succeeded  him*  He  was 

also  a  well-known  saint*  He  died  on  Muharram  5, 

A*H«1Q17  (A.J3.1609)  at  Ahraadabad  and  lies  buried  near 

2 

the  tomb  of  his  fat  her  * 

Some  people  had  so  much  trust  in  him  that  they 

deposited  with  him  all  their  valuables.  And  on  account 

of  the  same  reason,  he  himself  was  entangled  in  a 

calamity  in  A.H*9c$1  (A*D.  1514).  A  female  inmate  of 

his  convent  fell  ±n  love  with  a  poor  Mughal  of  the 

street.  One  day  she  burst  out  the  secret  of  the  house 

to  him.  fhat  fellow  to  satisfy  his  greed  to  get  money, 

»  < 

brought  the  matter  to  Mir  Ala-ud-Bib ,  the  police  officer 
of  the  city  on  condition  of  his  having  half  the  share 
of  what  he  would  find*  Accordingly,  the  police  officer 
made  a  search  in  the  convent  and  found  several  valuable 

1  *  Myan  ‘Abdul  Garii-  Bahr-ul-Haqaiq.  (MS) 

2.  Sayyad  Imam-ud-Din-  Barkat-ul-Awliya,  p*9o. 
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/ 

-things.  On  charge  of  theft,  he  arrested  the  saint  and 
dragged  him  from  the  horse-back.  When  the  horse  ran, 
the  saint  had  to  run  and  in  th&t  condition  when  he 
was  produced  at  the  court,  people  followed  him  there* 
Many  nobles  like  Mir  &ayyad  Mir an  Bukhari,  Mirza  Muqlm 
Sayyad  Jiv  and  ^bu  Turab  Shirasi  who  were  there  stood 
up  to  respect  the  saint*  Mir  Sayyad  Miranji  ?/ent  near 
the  saint  and  eat  by  (  his  side.  When  the  Qazi  asked  the 
saint,  ’’Bid  you  now  know  the  order  that  no  robber 
should  be  helped  nor  should  he  be  given  any  shelter, 
nor  his  things  should  be  kept  as  deposit.’1 

/ 

The  saint  said  in  reply,  «I  had  no  knowledge 

of  the  order1*-  Secondly,  it  is  the  religious  order 

that  no  personal  matter  of  a  person  should  be  given 

out  by  anybody  and  the  things  given  as  a  deposit  must 

be  preserved.  The  Qazi  was  pleased  to  hear  trie  reply 
I 

an  dacquitted  the  saint, 

/ 

It  is  said  that  in  a  short  period  after  this 
eve  nt^,  Mir  ^la-ud-Din  who  did  this  false  investigation, 
was  sentenced  by  the  same  magistrate  and  the  latter 
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1 

was  killed  by  his  rival  relatives. 


SHAH  All  jfv  SANTOHAIff  ' 

*  -  -  _2 
Shah  All  Jiv ,  better  known  as  G-anvdhani  was 

born  on  Sunday  night  in  A*H,899  (iUD.  1495)  in 
3 

Ahmadabad* 

He  received  his  education  as  well  as  khirga 

from  his  father  Sayyad  Ibrahim  bin  Shah  Must&fa 

Hab'ib-ul-lah  who  belonged  to  the  Rifaiya  order* 

When  Sayyad  Muhammad  Gauth  Gwaliari  happened  to 

4 

be  in  Ahmadabad,  he  heard  some  people  sing  a  song 

_  c  -  *. 

composed  by  Shah  Mi  Jiv;  he  liked  the  verses  very 


1*  Muhammad  bin  Umar  As  if  I-  2afar-ul-walali  Ba  Musaffar- 
ul-wala1^,  p*12A 

2-  lit*lhe  owner  of  a  village-  MaWlam  Abu  lurab 

Muhammad-  Mahbubzee  Almannan  Tadhkir-i-Awliya-i-  • 
Deccan  ,  p*491*  He  is  also  known' as  Mashuq-ul-lah- 
•Shajra-i-Rifaiya  ( MS ) * 

3*  Sha jra-i-Rif aiya  (MS)*  It  is  said  that  when  ^hah 
‘ill  Nur-ul-lah  was  born,  the  Y^hole  room  became 
illuminated*  His  father  Sayyad  ‘Abdur- Rahim  predicted 
that  among  his  descendance,  there  would  be  a  man 
named  Ibrahim  wao  would  attain  the  position  of  the 
Qutb  in  his  old  age  and  his  son,  Shah  ^11  would 
turn  out  to  be  a_  great  saint  and  would  be  called 
Qutb-ul-Aqtab  -[3 hah  Ali  j£v-  Intikhab  Jawahir-ul- 
Asrar  (MS).‘^j 
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very  much  and  enquired  as  .to  who  composed  those  verses, 

£  - 

On  being  told  that  they  were  from  the  pen  of  Shah  Alt 
Jiv,  he  said,  * 

and  proceeded  to  meet  the  poet.  He  was  well  received  by 
him  and  both  held  discussion  on  religious  subjects  * 

^ayyad  Muhammad  belonged  to  the  Shafctariya  Order.  He 
wanted  Shah  ^li  Jiv  to  embrace  his  order  and  so  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  him,  shah  All  Jiv  sent  the  following  reply- 
in  the  Gujari  dialect-. 

'do?  <> ,  jJj 

‘  *<  y  .  /  <  m\  '* 

The  saint  died  on  Jamidi-ul-awwal  14,  A.H.  972 

(AJ).  15^5)  and  lies  buried  at  Raikhar  near  Khamasa  Gate 
2 

in  Ahm&dabad* 

The  saint  founded'  a  monastery  and  worked-  as  a 

<.  - )  t  ^  ^ 

maulavi  in  the  mdrasa  attached  to  it*  He  also  preached 

/s 

Islam  in  villages  round .about  Ahmadabad. 

1*  lAbduar-Rashid  Lala  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (Ms). 

2* -^bdur^Rashid  lala  Modud  Chishti-.  Mufchbir-ul-Awliya  ^ Ms ) ; 
Mat^LavS.  Abu  Turab  Muhammad-  Mahbubsee  Alman’fen- 
Tadhkira-i-Awliya-i-D4.ccan,  p  .49  2*  *s 
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The  saint  was  a  great  poet  in  the  Gujari  dialect 

and  composed  the  Diwan  in  A *  H.  9T51  (A*IM564)  entitled 

1  .  1 

Jawahir-ul-Asrar . 

/ 

W,  - 

He  had  his  takallus^  Shah  Al±  Jiv,  The  following 


are  the  ve  rses  from  it, 


>  bsd  1 


A  ^ 


y 


>  \id  3  ^  I  "f  >> 

,  v  j  y 

C?  C  (5^ 

*-  >  .  7 


A  ^  JlsJS  D  0-^0^ 
^  -S»  bJ  0  67 

£—#  \l)  <Lh  [iff]  ))^q  {J^ 

l 

^  ^  irv 

c 

u  ci  oj  i  t  0 r>r» 


1,  The  manuscript  is  in  lir  Muhammad  Shah  Library, 
Ahraadabad* 
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.SHAIKH  MUHAMMAD  HAI  BAKAHflASAR 

jhaikli  Muhammad,  better  known  as  Braiinasar 


was  born  at  AhmadabacL  He  studied  the  Quran  erd  the 
Hadith  under  shaikh  Sadr-ud-Din  Jfcakir  who  was  a 

(  i 

well-known  learned  man  of  the  time-  He  committed  to 


memory  the  whole  of  the  Quran 


When  he  fecame  young  he  went  to  Gwalior  in 
order  to  imbibe  the- spiritual  knowledge  from  Sayyad 
Muhammad  Gwauth  Gwaliory.  After  getting  his  object 


he  khirqa  from  the  saint  s  he 


returned  to  Ahmadabad.  On  the  way  he  stopped  for  some 
days  at  Malwa  and  passed  some  time  in  company  of  Shaikh 
Habib  .ghattirti  who  was  the  disciple  of  Sayyad  Muhammad 
Gauth  Gwaliory. 

He  lived  in  Ahmadabad  till  his  death.  He  lies 


1 


buried  in  Daula'tkhana ,  a  locality  in  Ahmadabad. 


1.  Maulavd.  Muhammad  Gauth-  Adhkar-wa~Abrar,p*486* 
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MHM  MUHAMMAD  'aLAWI  flBflBTAHI 

■Sayyad  Muhammad  ‘Alawi  was  born  in  JuH*  10 1 2 

(A*D*1®Q4)  in  Ahmadabad*  His  father  .gayyad  *Abdur- 

Rahman  was  the  great- grand-son  of  the  well-known 

saint  j&hah  f a j ih-ua-Bi n  list'd  (d*  A*H.99S/A*I)*.1589) . 

K  • 

He  studied  the  Quran,  the  fiqh,  the  hadith  and 
such  other  religious  subjects  under  the  great  care 
of  the  reputed  saint,  Shaikh  Muhammad  Ohishti  (d*A.H. 

.  .  ,  c  i  C  , 

1040/A*D*1 631 ) *  He  received  his  khirqa  and  the  khilafat 
of  the  Shattariya  order  from  Shah  Abdul- Wahid  bin 
Shah  Yfa  jih-ud-Dih  Alawi»  He  worked  as  the  pesh-Imam  in 
the  mosque  noadays  known  as  Shah  Wajih-ud-Din  mosque 
situated  at  Khanpur  in  Ahmadabad,  and  as  the  maula*^i 
in  the 1  madrasa^ attached  to  it*  About  his  death,  it  is 
said  that  he  had  gone  to  pay  a  holy  visit  to  his  , 
preceptor  living  in  shahpur,  neighbouring  locality* 

As  soon  as  his  eyes  fell  on  the  latter,  the  condition 
of  ecstasy  seized  him*  He  remained  unconscious  till 
his  soul  left  his  mortal  body  on  Raj  jab  13*1072 
(A«X>*  1662).  He  lies  buried  in  the  Khanpur  Chakla 
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(Myanwada)  outaide  the  shrine  of  shah  ISa jih-ud-Din 

C  „  ^ 

Aiawi. 

The  saint  was  a  voracious  reader  and  used  to 

devote  his  spare  time .to  reading  and  writing-  He 

wroxe  a  work  entitled  Bahr-ul-Asrar  on  the  subject 
1 

of  Sufism. 


1.  Abdur -Rashid  La  la  Modud  Chishti- 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS) 
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SHAIKH  PXR  SHATTER! 

Shaikh  Pir  was  the  son  of  Shaikh  Jalal  ChishtI 

of  Champaner.  He  acquired  his  early  education  from 

his  grand  father  as  well  as  his  father  both  of  whom 

were  the  learned  men  of  the  time.  He  was  regular  in 

carrying  out  hie  daily  duties  and  acted  up  to  his 

father’s  words,  wMy  son!  continue  to  read  the  Quran 

;  v  > 

and  keep  the  body  pure  by  wu&u  or  Tayammum  that  had  . 

done  all  good  to  our  ancestors*11 

He  came  across  Shaikh  Muhammad  G-auth  with  whom 

he  settled  in  Ahmadabad.  The  latter  bestowed  upon  him 
% 

ike  khir q a .  He  travelled  far  and  wide  and  after 

performing  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  visited  the  tomb 

of  Prophet  Muhammad  in  Madina* 

The  saint  died  in  Ahmadabad  and  was  buried  at 

Ahmadpur,  a  locality  outside  the  rampart  wall  of  the 
1 

city.  Phe  date  of  his  birth  as  well  as  that  of  his 
death  is  not  available* 

1*  Mirza  Muhamn&£  Hasan  *Ali  Muhammad  Khan  - 
Ehatiraa-i-Mirat-i-Ahmadi,  p*63* 
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SHAIKH.' MUR  MUHAMMAD  BIN  KHALIL  SHAITARI 

Shaikh  Mur  Muhammad  fetter  known  as  Hurrah  was 
horn  in  Champaner  situated  in  the  Panchmahal  District. 

.  The  date  of  hia  birth  is  not  known.  He  belonged  to  the 

N 

Bohra  coiamunity  and  was  a  businessman  upto  six  years* 

He  lived  the  life  of  piety  and  contentment*  When  Shaikh 
Muhammad  Gauth  Gwaliory  happened  to  pass  through 
'  Champaner  on  his  way  to  Ahtnadabad,  he  saw  Shaikh  Nur 

U- 

Whhammad  sitting  in  his  shop.  He,  was  impressed  with  the 

personality  of  the  latter  and  so  approached  him.  He 

took  his  hand  in  his  own  and  said,  "Come  on  with  me, 

ypu  are  be  stowed  upon  the  title  of  Shaikh  Nurullah  by 

God  and  now  you  should  give  up  all  worldly  concerns*” 

forthwith  Shaikh  Nurullah  left  his  business  and 

renounced  all.  He  accompanied  the  saint  to  Ahmadabad. 

Shaikh  Muhammad  Gwauth  established  a  convent  in  the 

city  at  Daulatkhana  near  Raipur  Darwaja  and  Shaikh 

Nurullah  conducted  minute  and  detailed  study  of  -Sufism. 

When  Shaikh  Muhammad  left  Ahmadabad,  he  handed  over  the 

charge  of  the  convent  to  Shaikh  Nurullah  who  lived  in 

1 

it  till  his  death.  He  lies  buried  outside  the  convent.. 

1*  Mau/lavii  Muhammad  Gauth-  Adhkar-wa-Abrar ,p*49Q * 
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1HB  IDRUSIYA  QRD m  AW  ITS  SAINTS 

t 

The  Idrusiya  Order  was  founded  by  Sayyad 

/  /  _  ^  2 
Abdullah  Idrus  (birt/h  A*H.-805/A*D*l405}  at  Hazraraut 

death  A.H.865/A*D*1462)  *  His  tomb  lies  at  frem  in 

Arabia#  His  eldest  son  Sayyad  Abu  Bakr  proceeded  to 

3  ,6 

Aden  where  he -established  the  Idrusiya  monastery  and 

preached  the  d diet rines  of  his  order*  He  lived  there 

till  he  died  there  in  A»H*912  (A*J)*1507).  His  tomb  can 

still  be  seen  there* 

Sayyad  Shaikh',  the  grandson  of  the  founder 

i  ,  —  £ 

Sayyad  Abdullah  left  Arabia  by  sea  and  reached  the 
4 

part  of  Surat  in  A;H*958  (A*D*1552)*  He  proceeded  to 
Ahmadabad  and  ultimately  settled  there* 


1*  6When  he  was  born,  his  father  Abu  Bakr  said,  ®My 

Idrus  is  born,  he  will  be  a  saint  and  vail  have  the  . 
power  of  practising  miracles.  Today  is  the  day  of 
"Idrus.  plaudit  ha  Hiyah  ^uhammad-  Haqiqat-us-Surat  ,p  *3^ 

2*  Name  of  a  city  in  Arabia. 

3*  It  is  a  port  of  ^Arabia. 

4*  It  was  a  famous  port  of  Gujarat v in  olden  days  and 
was  known  as  Bandar-i- Mubarak. 
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In  A.H.989  (^UD*  1532)  Sayyad  Muhammad,  the 

grandson  of  Sayyad  Shaikh  settled  at  Surat  and  died 

1 

there*  His  tomb  still  lies  there*  His  sons  became 

popular  all  over  Gujarat  and  had  their  followers 

mostly  in  Bljapur*  Sultans  of  Gujarat  held  rhern  in 
2 

great  respect. 


1*  Mauiam  Miyan  Muhammad-  Haqiqat-us-Surat ,  p*37  - 
&ayyad  (Abdur-R®hman  alias  Jaibasaheb_- 
I ar ikh- i- A f na- i- Ma nu s -3P  i- ^  hw  a  1- i- Id r u s  (MS)  * 

2.  ^bdul-Hai-  Yad-i-Ayyam. 
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SA-llttS  LYING-  BURIED  IN  AHMADABAD 

a  AY  YAP  SHAIKH  IBM  ABDULLAH  Al/lDKUS 


Sayyad  Shaikh,  better  known  as  Al-Idrus  wag 

born  at  Trem  near  Hazramj&ut  in  Arabia  in  A*H*919 

(A*D*1514)*  He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad  Abdullah.  His 

z. 

mother* s  name  was  Sayyadah  Fad&lu-l-lah.  In  his  young 

age  in  A*H*941  {A*D* tv3$f  )  he  went  to  Mecca  with  his 

*» 

father  where  he  studied  Hadith,  Fiqh,  the  Quran-i- 

/• 

Majid  and  other  religious  subjects  from  shaikhu-1- 

Islim  Shihab-ud-Din  bin  Muhammad  for  a*  long  period. 

After  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  continued  his 

2 

studies  under  ^A llama  Faqih  Abdullah  bin  Muhammad* 

After  the  death  of  his  father  in  ,A*H*956 
(A#I>*1497)  he  started  for  India  a  rd  reached  the  port 
of  &urat  in  A*H.958  (A*D*1499)*  He  built  a  mosque 


1*  His  grand  father  Abu  Bakr  Sakram  observed  the  day 
of  his  birth  as  meaning  fTodey  is  the 

great  festival1  pMuhammad  bin  Abu  Bakr  Shilli- 
Mashraw-ul-Ravd  ,  Vo  1*11,  p*119*^ 

2#  Sayyad  Muhiy-ud-Bin  *Abdul  Qadir-  An  Nur-us-Safir 
A n- Akhb ar i  1-Qara n-u  1-3S s hir ,  p  *  3  3  4  * 
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there  in  A*H.  971  (A*D»1564)*  He  lived  there  upto 
A.H.974  (A.IU1567)  and  leftv  for  Ahmadabad  as  he  was 

invited  by  Sultan  Mahmud,  the  son  of  Latifkhan. 

i 

Thereafter  he  passed  some  months  of  the  year  in 

'  _  1 
Ahmadabad  and  some  in  .'Surat. 

About  the  incident  of  his  death  in  A*H.*  99O 


(A. £*1583)  it  is  said  that  some  people  recited  some 
raarthiyas  in  hig  presence*  When  they  finished  their 
recitation,  he  took  out  his  own  diary  and  asked  a 
person  standing  by  his  side  to  read  one  from  it  to 
them.  Thereafter,  the  Shaikh  remarked,  "Whenever  I 

K 

'  hear  some  margiya  being  recited,  I  feel  afraid  that 

gome  prson  will  die  in  the  near  future. And  to  the 

surprise'  of  all  who  heard  this  remark,  the  Shaikh 

himself  left  the  transitory  world  two  months  after 

this  incident  on  Ramazan.  He  lies  buried  in  Jawahari- 

2 

wada  in  Ahmad abad  where  he  lived. 


1*  Shaikh  Bahadur  alias  ^haikhumyan  $aheb- 
Haqlqat-us-^urat ,  p  *  3  6 .  .  _ 

2*  Sayyad  Muhfjf-ud-Bln  'Abdurl-Qad&r-  An  Nur-us-Saf ir 
An  Akhbari-l-Qaran^l-Ashir ,  p*372; 

(Abdur-Rashid  Lala  Modud  Chishti-Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 
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Sayyad  shaikh  did  not  like  any  formal  observance 

of  etiquette  current  among  the  common  people  during 

those  days.  He  used  to  say,  *If  some  one  kisses  my 

feet,  I  ffel  that  he  is  thrusting  an  arrow  into  my  eye. 

And  if  some  one  kisses  my  hand,  I  feel  that  he  is. 

1 

slapping  me  on  my  face*w 

Several  miracles  are  attributed  to  the  Shaikh. 

•Shaikh  Hamid,  the  son  of  Abdullah  Sindhi  recorded  some 

^  c  - 

in  a  booklet  and  Shaikh  Shihab-ud-Hin  Ahmad  bin  Ali 

wrote  a  book  entitled  1  Nuzhat-ul~Ikhwan  wan-Nufus1  on 
2 

the  same  subject. 

The  Shaikh  founded  a  madrasa^in  which  he  worked 
as  a  teacher.  People  from  distant  and  near  places  came 
there  to  study.  He  was  a  voracious  reader  and  v^rote  in 
Arabic  a  number  of  books  like  4qd-un-Nabawl  was^irr-ur- 
Rasul-i-Mustafa ,  Tuhfat-ul-Murid,  Sira j-ut-Tawhid , 

Ip  Mirza  %haramad  Hasan  *AlI  nMuhamm  ad  Khan-  Mir it- i- 
_  Ahmadi ,  p.41 *  '  _  4 

2*  Sayyad  MuhiS-ud-Din  Abd^ul-Qadir- - An-Nur-us-Safir 
An- Akhbar i-l-Q ara nu- 1- Sabir ,  p . 37  8 . 
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Haqa-i-qut-Tawhid ,  Naf ais-ul-Anf as ,  Nahf at-ul-Hikam, 
They  are  on  religious  subjects* 

•>  He  had  also  a  poetic  be.nt  of  mind  and  has  left 

a  Diwan  in  Arabic  under  the  nom-de-plurae  !!Shaikhrt. 

{  .  1 

Some  specimens  of  his  verses  are  given  below* 

flyvrfi&i  f 


>1  tj  *  sS* j>JQsl  U* 

-  <CU>  (jji  3  <r  (~r^  d* 


« - - — ^ - — — - : - - — ; = - 

.  1*  Sayyad  Muhifud-Din  Abdul  Qadir-  An-Nur-us-Safir  An 
Akhbiril  Qaraniil  Ishiir,  p*326  -  ^bdur-rRashld  lala 
Modud  Ghishtl-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (M$) 
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\  ' 

He  has  written  a  na't 


O ,.J>i  « L  CJ 


1  ;>/,»■  du.ie^v**.  - 


i*  Sayyad  Muhi^ud-Din  Abdul  Qadir-  An  Nur-us-Safir , p.377* 

\  i 
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S A IX AD  MUHI-UD-DIN  ABDUL  QADIR  BIN  SHAIKH  BIN  ABDULLAH  . 

7  *IDRUS 

Sayyad  Muhi>ud-Din  6Abdul  Qadir  was  born  on 

Thursday ,  Rabiu-l-Awwal  20  ,  978  (A. D. 1571)  in 

Ahmadabad.*  A  fortnight  before  his  birth,  his  father 

Shaikh  bin  Abdullah  had  seen  in  a  dream  the  ,great  saint 

(rauth-ul-Azam  Muhif-ud-Din  ^bdul  Qadir  Gd la nl,  after 

whom  he  gave  him' this  name*  His  father  had  proceeded 

to  Ahiisdabad  in  A#H*  974  (A*D*  1567)  from  Broach  to 

1 

settle  there.  His  mother  was  very  learned  and  religious- 
minded.  As  such,  she  had  a  library  of  her  own  containing 
valuable  books,  mostly  on  religious  subjects.  Sayyad 
Muhi^ud-Din  was  tne  only  son  surviving  the  parents. 

He  started  his  studies  under  his  father.  He  was  very 
intelligent.  He  derived  the  benefit  of  his  contact  with 
the  erudite  people  of  Ahmadabad  during  those  days  in 

1.  She  died  on  Friday  20-th  Samian  A.H.  1010  (A.H.1602)  ' 
and  lies,  buried  in  Jawahariwada ,  Ahmadabad  beside 
the  tomb  of  her  husband-^Sayyad  Muhijf-ud-Lin  S^bdul- 
-  Qadir-  An  Nur-rua-Saf ir  An  Akhbari-.l-Qaran-ul-Ashir , 

P*335-36.J 
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^pursuing  his  studies*  He  /'availed  himself  of  his  mother’s 
collectio.n  of  books  as  well*  He  received  the  khirqa  from 


his  father  and  succeeded  .him*  He  established  a  convent 

in  Ahmadabad  and  worked  as  a  teacher  in  the*mBdrasa; 

attached  to  it*  He  had  a  big  number  .of  disciples  among 

whom  were  &ayyad  Jalil  Allama  Jamal-ud-Bin  Muhammad  bin 

Yahya  Shami,  AlBfakkl,  Shaikh  Kabir  Badr-ud-Bin  Hasan  bin 

Baud  -^kani,  Salih  Faqih  Ahmad’  Ibn  Faqih  Wali  Muhammad 

1  ‘  ' 

and  Shaikh  Fazil  Shihab-ud-Bin  Ahmad. 

Sayyad  Muhi^-ud-Bin  left  this  world  on  Muharram  10 

1039  (A*B.l630)  and  his  tomb  lies  by  the  side  of  his 

.2 

father’s  mausoleum  at  Jawharivyada  in  Ahmadabad. 

i 

d  - 

He  was  a  reputed  saint.  Shaikh  Ali  Muttaqi  said 

/ 

about  him  that  India  did  not  incur  divine  wrath  on 
account  of  the  existence  of  two  personalities.  Shaikh 


1  .  Sayyad  Muhi^ud-Bin  ^Abdul  Qadir-  An  iIur-us~Saf  ir  An" 

Akhbari-l-Qaranu-l-Ashir ,  p*337^. 

2*  Muhammad  bin  Abu  Bakr  Ash  Shilli  BaAlaud-  Mashra-ul- 
Ham  fi  Manaqib-us*-Sadat--ul-Kiram-ul-Awliya,^Vol.I, 
p  *150;  Sayyad  l4bdur*r Rashid  Bala  Modud  Chishti  - 
Mukhbir-ul-Awliya  (MS) ; 

Sayyad'  ‘Abdur-^Rehman  alias  Jaiba  Saheb  -  larikh-i- 
^Ain-i-Manus  Fi  Ahwal-i-^Edrus  (M$J. 
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Muhammad  ChishtI  and.  Sayyad  Muhi^-ud-Din  ^Abdul^Qadir 
in  it* 

;Sayyad  Muhj^ud-Din  ^Abdul-Qadir  wrote  numerous 
books  all  in  Arabic*  His  first  poetic  work  entitled 
Al  Hada^-iq-ul-Hazrat  was  written  whe  n  he  was  only 

t  ; 

twenty  years  of  age;  it  is  the  n*at. 

Another  work  deserving  a  mention  here  is  Munta- 

—  „  «.  4 

khab-ul- Mustafa  min  Akhbarii-Mawalid-i-Mustaf a*  Arabic 

. .  •  j  . 

scholars  are  well  acquainted  with  his  Kitab-ul-Minjah 
Marif at-ul-Miraj .  The  A 1-  Aw  z  a- u  1- Lat If  fi  Ah-i-Bdris br 
Sharif  is  the  history  of  the  martyrs  of  the  battle  of 
Badr.  The  Asbab-un-Na jat  wannajat  fi  Adhkar^uth-Thania 
was-sabahvis  a  book  of  prayers.  The  Ad-Durr-us  Samin 
fi  Bayanil-flfohiitf.  throws  plenty  of  light  on  the  religious 
beliefs  current  during  those  days  and  .Futuhat-i-Quds iya 
fi  Khir%at-ul-Idrusiya  is  counted  upon  as  the  best 
among  all  the  works  of  the  saint.  The  Tarif-ul-'Afafa-ba- 
Faiz-ul-Ahya  was  written  in  response  to  the  desire 

1*  ^bdur-  Rashid  la  la"*  Mo  dud  ChishtI-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 
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'expressed  by  his  father  Shaik&  Abdullah  and  in  it,  he 
appreciated  the  learning  and  philosophy  of  Imam  a 1- 
(xhazali*  He  has  given  his  autobiography  in  the  Khidmat- 

„  _  -  _  V\  (- 

us-Sadat.  His  An-Nur-us-$af ir  An-Akhbari-l-Qara^l  Ashir 
contains  the  history  of  Grujarat.  As  such  most  of  these 
and  other  works  of  the  sairrt  are  on  religious  subjects. 
The  saint  was  also  a  poet  and  had  a  Diwan--  composed  in 
Arabic;  it  is  entitled  ^Ar^awaz-ul-Ariz  wal  Ifaiz-ul- 
Must af is”; 

Some  verses  from  it  have  been  quoted  below  as 
specimens: 

} j  L 

(fj* /I  iis 

.  ^W5  j> 

-^v.c r4  1j]  i  j 

(j5-  Ls  L -i J^S 
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k’ 


c* 


o/y  v5-3 


5  -  M 


\jj  t/  ->7^  ilj>  ^  (  cr^ 


5>  — 


O  t  -> 


1*  ^Sayyad  Muhit-ud-Din  &bdul  Qadir-  An  Wur-ue-Safir  - 

An  Akhbar-ul-Qaran-ul-sishir,  p»340-41# 
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Muhatmaad  bin  Muhammad  bin  *Abdur-Rehman  Al  Misri, 

Al  Makki 

Shammed  was  born  in  a  place  called  Safeed 
near  Hazr-m^iit  on  Theban  6^a#H#856  (A#p*  1453)#  As  he 
passed  the  major  part  of  his  life  in  Egypt  he  was 
known  as  Al  Misri .  His  father’s  name  was  Muhammad  bin 
*Abdur-R«tfima  n#  His  mother  was  a  slave-girl  and  she  died 
when  he  was  only  a  child.  The  father  then  brought  him 
up.  He  himself  looked  after  the  education  of  the  child 
and  taught  him  philosophy  and  Arabic. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  he  squandered 
away  immense  wealth  and  abundant  property  left  by  his 
father  and  as  a  result  he  was  reduced  to  poverty.  In 
that  condition,  he  left  his  native  place  for  Sa'eed 
and  from  there  he  reached  Mecca.  He  lived  with  Allamatf 
Hafiz.  Shams-ud-Din  Sakhawi  and  studied  under  him  the 

authentic  works  on  Hadith  like  Al  Muwatta  written  by 

»  i  _  /  2 

Imam  Malikj  *Sanaynu-t^Tirmizi  by  Muhammad  bin  xsaj 

1.  He  was  the  son  of  Anas  and  was  born  in  Madfna  in 

A#H.95  (A#D#714) .  He  was  one  of  the  four  Imams  of  the 
Sunnis  who  are  known  as  the  founders  of  the  faith#  He 
died  in  A.H.179  (A*]>#795)  and  liej  buried  in  Madina 
in  the  cemetery  called  Al-Baqia-  [Thomas  William  Be  ale - 
An  Oriental  Biographical  Dictionary,  p#l78;3 

Contd..  442#.. 
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.  J, 

Ritabus-Saman  by  Ibn-i-MajajS  and  such  others « 

After  a  long  stay  in  Mecca,  he  proceeded  to 
Yaman  where  he  worked  in  a  madrasa  to  teach  the  Hadith. 

He  left  that  place  and  reached  Ahmadabad  during  the 
rule  of  .Sultan  Mahmud  shah  { JWH„.  863-9 17/A.D,  1459-151 1  )  • 

The  Sultan  having  been  pleased  with  his  learning 
and  pariety  fixed  for  him  an  annual  grant  which  he  regular¬ 
ly  received  up  to  his.  death.  -And  further  he  honoured  him 
with  the  unique  title  of  Malik-ul-Muhaddith  which  had 
ne^er  been  given  to  anybody  else  before. 

The  saint  died  in  A.H.  919  { A*D*  1514)-  and  was 
buried  in  a  place  which  is  now  known  as  Zaveriwad 
( Jawhari-wada)  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  left  behind  him  only  a  daughter  who  was 
married  in  Cairo  so  he  bequeathed  his  property  to  a 
child  adopted  by  .him. 

Muhammad  was  a  very  voracious  reader.  His  fame 

2 

as  a  man  of  learning  spread  throughout  India, 

Gonfcd..  from  p. 441* 

Sayyad  Muhammad  .Sulaimin  Nadm-  Imam  Malik-ke-Halat-i- 
Zindagl,  pp. 17-18.  4 

2*’ He  was  the  pupil  of  Muhammad  Ismail  Al^Bukhari ,  a 
well-known  traditionist *  Tirmizi  died  in  A»H.279(A*D* 

892)-tThomas  William  Beale-An  Oriental  Biographical 
Dictionary,  p.263.^3  ' 
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SHAIKH  JJMMj  gHIHABiuB-Dlg  AHMAD 

Shaikh  Allaraa^  SHihab-ud-Din  Ahmad,,  the  son 
of  Shaikh  Badr-ud-Bin  was  born  in  Egypt  in  A.H*  9O3 
(A. 33,1498).' 

He  'took  education  under  Shahkh-ul-Islim J 
2akariya  Ansiri,  Shaikh  Allamaj^  Burhan-ud-Bin  bin  Abi 
Sharif,  Shaikh  Hur-ud-Bin  Mahalli,  Shaikh  Kamal-ud-Bin 
fawil,  Shaikh,  2ain-ud~Din  G-azi  and  Shaikh  Nur-ud-Bin 
Matihi  who  were  the  shining  or  be  in  the  literary 
firmament . 

He  went  to  2ubed  in  Yaman  in  A.H.  936  (A»D.-1530) 
-where  he  happened  to  meet  Shaikh-ul-Islam  Abul-Abbas 
and  lived  with  him,  lie  imbibed  spiritual  knowledge  from 

him.  Having  been  pleased  with  hi  2  pleasant  habits,  he 

/  *  / 

£  7 

bestowed  upon  him  the  khirqa*  He  left  that  place  in 

Footnote  of  0.442;  L  ^ 

1*  His  proper  name  was  Abu  Abdullah  Muhammad .  He  was 
born  in  A.H,  2O9  (A,B*824)  and  died  in  A.H«273 
(A «B* 88 6)4  He  made  , a  collection  of  traditions  and 
wrote  a  commentary  on  the  Quran  4* Thomas  William 
,  Beale-  An  Qriental  Biographical  Bictionary,  p*l69*]7 
2 «.  $ayyad  M *Abdul~Qadir-  An-Nur-us-^afir  An 
Qaranil-Ashir ,  p*  102-^034  ' 
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\ 

(A.P.  1532)  with  the  permission  of  his 
preceptor  and  first  reached  &urat  and  then  to 
Ahmadabad  where  he  settled. 

He  died  in  A.H.  992  (A. 3).  1585)  at  the  age 

v  of  9O  years  and  was  buried  in  Turbat-ul-Arab  which 

1  5  _  2 
is  known  as  Kochrab,  now  a  suburb  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  was  a  learned  man  and  a  versatile  writer.  His 

voluminous  work,  Minhaj  fi-1  Fiqhin-Nabawi  in  an 

authentic  work  on  theology;  his  Umdah  fi  'Had it h 

Arbaeen  Havabah  is  the  collection  of  forty  ahsTditJi 

and  his  Ajrumya  is  the  book  on  grammar.  Several  other 

minor  works  were  written  by  him.  He  was  a  poet  and 

composed  verses  in  Arabic.  His  Biwan  contains  ghasals 

,  and  Qasidas. 

» 

In  the  following  verses  he  has  given  the 
dates  of  the  birth  and  the  death  of  the  well-known 
traditionist^ Imam  Bukhari. 

1*  Originally  it  was  Kucha- i-^rab ,  a  lane  or  street 
in  which  Tkrabs  lived, 

2*  .Sayyad  Muhd^-ud-Bin  Abdul  Qadir-  An  Hto-us-3af  ir 
An  Akhbaril-Qaran-ul-Ashir ,  p.404* 
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Some  of  his  well-known  verses  are  aa  follows; 


j>  kj  Is"/  I  0  ^ 


[£&SZ/i  i  I  iy" 


h> yJ  '  )  6^^ 

c_^£>  J  4  ^yjLS' 


1 


Lf/>  is  IX-  £/^> iJ) 

<  ^ 

\>0'  <dlj  ^ 


1  ,  Sayyad  Muhi^ud-Pin  Ab$ul  Qadir-  An  fcr-ua-Safir 
An  Akhbaril-Qaran-iA-Ashir  ,  p*405-06« 

2.  "  ”  w  p.406. 

?.  V  V  «  '0,406, 
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*UMAR  BIN  MUHAMMAD  HUSAIN 


*Umar  bin  Muhammad  Husaip  was  born  in  A.H*9?9 


{A#D«  1572)  at  Trem.  His  mother  Maryam  was  the  daughter 

_  <  _  1 

of  an  eminent  saint^  Shaikh  Husain  bin  Abdullah’  Idrus. 


He  took  his  primary  education  from  his  father; 
but  when,  he  attained  youth,  he  went  to.  Sawahil  in 
Tunisia  for  being  initiated  as  one  of  the  disciples  of 
the  same  saint *=It  was  in  A*H*10O1  that  there  he  heard 
about-  the. fame  of  the  eminent  saint  and  learned,  man 
Sayyad  Muhi^-ud-lin  ^Abdul  Qadir  living  in  Ahmadabad.  >§o 
he  took  a  decision  to  see  him  end  at  once  started  for 
Ahmadabad.  Having  arrived  there  he.  lived  in  the  saint's 
convent  and  started  his  studies*  The  saint  was  immensely 
pleased  wit.h  all  his  activities  and  noble  ways  of  life 

i  / 

and  so  he  bestowed  upon  him  the  khirfa  and  appointed  him 
a  teacher  in  the  same  aadrasa.  He  continued  to  work  there 
till  his  death.  He  died  and  was  buried  at  ^he  place  now 


1.  Muhammad  bin  Abi  Bakr  Shilli-  Mash  Raw-ul-Havd  ft  M 

y°l,I,  p *252  . 

ui- 
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called  Jawharlwada  in  Ahmadabad. 


1C  he  saint  was  a  poet  and  composed  several 


_  / 
qssidas  in  praise  of  his  spiritual  guide  in  Arabic. 

As  follows  are  the  ma'fl^b  of  his  two  qasidas  in 

‘Arab ' 


(  /y )  t  f,  ) 

‘llmar  was  a  physician,  t oo,  and  treated  the 


1 

sick  without  any  distinction  free  of  charge. 


1*  Muhammad  bin  Abi  Bakr  Shi lli- ^ 

Mashraw-ul-Ravi ,  Vol*I,  p *250-51-53 > 

pf  -UX  k *AjCv^  ~idi- 


\ 
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^BDUL^MUAm  IBM  SHAIKH  HASAH  IBM  SHAIKH 

ABDULLAH  AL-MA.KKI 

A  ( 

Abdul-Muatti,  the  son  of  Shaikh  Hasan,  was  born' 
in  A*H*  905,  (A#]).  1500)  in  Mecca  where  he  was  brought 
up  and  educated. 

He  studied  the  boPk  tshifa1  and  Sahlh  Bukhari 

1 

under  his  tutor  Sakariya  Ansari  who  was  a  learned  man 
of  the  time  there*  •• 


When  he  reached  the  age  of  discretion,  he  left 

f  or -Ha  zr  am  put  and  lived  there.  In  tbs  last  part  of  his 

/ 

life,  however,  he  started  for  India  and  settled  in 

2 

Ahmgdabad.  He  was  appointed  maulam  in  a'madrasa.  f 
6  * 

Thereafter,  Abdul^Muatti  received  the  khirqa  from 
Shaikh  bin  Abdullah.  He  left  this  world  in  A*H»  989 
(A«D«1582)  and-  lies  buried  near  the  tomb  of  iSaid  Sultan 
Habashi  near  Lai  Barwaza  in  Ahmadabad. 


1*  He  was  the  r&tive  of  Egypt  and  the  pupil  of  Hafiz 
Ibn  Ha ,jar*  He  died  inA*H.925(A*B*1520)-/sayyad 
Muhi^udf-Bin  ^bdul~Qadir-  An- Nur-us-Safir  An  Akhbari- 
1  \  1-Qaran^-ul-Ashir ,  p .364-5  Thomas  William  Beale- 
Oriental,  Biographical  Dictionary,  p*426j 
2i  Sayyad  Muhij-ud-Din  ^bdul-Qadir  was  one  of  his  pupils 
who  studied  5ahih  Bukhari  under  him. 

'1  3*  He  is  also  known  as  $ldi  Said.  He  was  the  chief  of 

the  army  and  was  getting  15000  dinars  as  his  pay.  He 
built  the  mosque  with  three  jalis  of  beautiful 

0 0 nt d .  .p*449*  ♦ 
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He  was  well-versed  in  several  'sub jects  like 
llqh,  logic,  Hadith  and  the  commentary  on  the  Holy 
Quran*  He  was  a  prolific  writer.  He  was  the  author  of 
Asmaur^RIjal  aMBukhaqi  which  he  unfortunately  did  not 
live  to  complete.  He  has  treated  the  subject  very 
exhaustively  . 

He  was  also  a  poet  and  composed  verses  in 

Arabic* 

In  the  following  couplets,  he  has  dealt  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  Islam: 


His  following  couplets  contain  all  the  names  <£ 


twelve  Imams. 


^  c f  ^  (f^1 
^  Uj> 


-  (Jj^H  9  jk  9  t 

/  t* 

*W  | (J  f  ^ 


Contd*.  from  p*448. 

archeological  designs.  The  middle  jail  was  so  beautiful 
and  attractive  that  the  English  ruler  took  it  away  and 
preserved  it  in  the  famous  museum  of  London*  He  died  in 
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Very  rjicely  be  baa  described  the  rose  in  the  following 
couplet: 


cJ>\J  h>  L  -f  ' 


\*J  yHs> 


Contd.*  from  p*449*» 

J.H.984  (A.D.1577)^ 

LSayyad  i%hi^ud~Dfntf  Abdul- Qadir-  An-  Wur-us-Safir  An 
Akhbaril-'Qaran-ul-iahir ,  p*358*  J 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  453  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


•  -  .(451) 

'  >  ly  Ual 

1  .>  jyJ  V  '  W^-*  ^  L  '  W'jkA’ 

To  celebrate  the  victory  of  Changizkhan  over 
Ahsadabad,  he  writes;  > 

-  id  “Uie^yO 

'  ‘UsJjpjy^’l  _ 

The  following  couplets  which  he  composed  to 

send  to  shaikh  bin  Abdullah  dfi  a  specimen  giving  the 

proof  of  the  poetic  talent  of  the  poet*  The  rhyming 

word  ^/Uhas  a  different  meaning  .in  every  couplet. 


!*  The  saint*  s  sony Ahmad  was  also  a  poet  and  learned 
man  of  his  time*  He  composed  the  following  couplets 
on  the  same  subject  MTeaH .  .  „  ^  * 

-  Sayyad  Muhiy-ud-Bin  l&bdul  Qadir-  An  Nur-us-^afir 
in  Akhbaril  Qaran-ul~Ashir ,  p*370. 
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1 

2 

.  / 

1 fS  ^  s7  ? 

3 

v?  $  (•* 

4  ' 

5 

6 

fjj — 

Oy  J>s*f 

7 

jfczfif  Ip  ctJJ 

8 

s  •  4, 

After  writing  this  poetry,  he  wrote 

9  Lr^ 

Though  he  wrote  numerous  qaaidas,  only  three  of 
them  became  popular  and  are  read  with  interest  even  now. 

In  all  the  three,  he  has  eulogised  Muhi^ud-Din 
*Ahdul-,Qadir*  firstly,  he  composed  to  celebrate^  his 

/ 

birthday,  secondly,  while  he  was  sick,  and  thirdly, 

10. 

when  he  recovered  from  it.* 


.1  *  To  begin;  2.  Blowing  wind;  3*  The  flowing  ocean; 
4*  Fortune;  5*  The  past  promise;  6,  Present  tense; 
7.  The  flowing  rivulet;  8.  The  flowing  tears; 

9*  He  demanded  the  slave-girl  in  return  - 

-•Sayyad  Muhifud-Bin  4Abdul  Qadir-  An  Nur-us-^afir 
An  Akhbaril-Qaran-ul-Ashir ,  p*368 
10*  ^ayyad  Muhi^ud-SIn  Abdul  Qadir-  An  Nur-us-Safir 
An  Akhbaril  Qaranstl  *Ashir,  p*368* 
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SHK  MAHDAWm  ORDER  AMD  US  a  Aim 

1 

As  such,  it  is  the  common  belief  among  th.e 
Muslima  that  the  twelfth  Imam  Muhammad  Mahdi  who 
disappeared  while  an  infant  and  who  is  still  alive 
though  unrecognised  by  the  people,  would  appear  at 
some  time.  He  will  appear  just  before  the  Day  of 
Resurrection*  He  will  guide  people  to  the  right  path 
and  make  infidels  embrace  Islam*  He  will  rule  for 
seven  years*  He  will  restore' the  sinking  faith  to  its 
pristine  freshness  and  fill  the  earth  with  equity  and 
justice . 

So  many  people  pretended  to  be  such  a  Mahdi. 

Any  extra-ordinary  event  like  a  social  or  political 
upheaval  brought  forth  a  Mahdi  and  heralded  the 
approach  of  t  1b  Day  of  Resurrection.  But  the  question 
whether  the  Mahdi  has  or  has  not  yet  appeared  forms 
the  great  distinction  between  the  Mahtiawi  igeot  and 
other  Muslims  in  India,  the  former  holding  that  he 

1  -  It  isifee^  on  one  of  the  traditions  of  the  Prophet* 
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became  manifest  a  rd  discharged'  his  sacred  office 
at  the  end  of  the  ninth  century  after  the  Hijra 
(A.D*1495). 

In  India  a  man  in  Delhi  named  Rukn-ud-Din 

claimed  to  be  the  Mahdi  during  the  reign  of 

1 

Firozshah  lughlaq  ( iUD*  1351-1387)  *  But  a  new  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  Mahdawi  Sect  opened  with  Mir 
Sayyad  Muhammad  who  was  born  in  iUH,  847  (jWD.  1443) 
at  Jawnpur  whose  material  prosperity  and  intellectual 
brilliance  were  on  the  wane  at  the  time.  His  father 

i 

Sayyad  Abdullah  popularly  known  as  Sayyad  Khan  was 

a  man  of  piety  and  was  the  disciple  of  Shaikh  Danyal 
_2 

Chishti* 


The  Mahdi  movement  assumed  in  India  a  definite 
form  through  his  teaching*.  He  declared  that  the  fall 
of  Jawnpur  was  a  sign  of  the  coming  of  the  last  days 


and  he  claimed  to  have  heard  a  heavenly  voice 


1,  Muhammad  Qasim  Firishta-  larikh-i-Firisht a(MS)  ♦ 

2*  My an  Sayyad  Yusuf-  Matla-ul-Wiiayat  (MS); 

Muhammad  Sulaiman-  Rud-i-Kauthar ,  p *  1 5; 

Muhammad  Maulaha  Najmu-l-Grharil-  MeSSBahib-ul-Mazahib , 

-Sayyad  (xhulam  Jfyan-  larIkh-i-PaIanp"ur,p*66|)M^^^, 

^hah  'Abdur-Ra.hman-Sirat-i-Imam  Mahdi^p.lO; 

Contd,,  455** 
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whispering  to  him  H^nta  Mahdi1*  (Thou  Art  Mahdi). 

Most  of  the  earlier  Mahdis  had  been  associated 
with  some  political  or  economical  movement  bpt  Sayyad 
Muhammad  was  a  solitary  example  of  a  Mahdi  who  did 
not  aspire  to  found  a  kingdom  but  confined  himself 
to  the  restoration  of  the  pristine  purity  of  Islam* 
Miraculous  events  accompanying  his  birth  are  found 
recorded  in  books.  He  had  great  natural  qualities 
and  prodigious  memory.  He  c  omitted  to  heart  the  whole 
of  the  Qu^an  at  the  early  age  of  seven  and  received 
the  much  honoured  title  of  ^sad-ul-Ulama  from  his 
father’s  spiritual  guide  Shaikh  Danyal  Chishti  at  the 
age  of  twelve.  He  then  became  his  disciple.  Shaikh 
Danyal  began  to  envy  him  his  fluent  e&osition* 

Sayyad  Muhammad  left  Jawnpur  for  Mecca  when 
he  (ipa-S  ;forty  years'  old.  He  had  with  him  seventeen 
companions.  Wherever  he  went,  his  learning  and  piety 

Contd.*  from  p*454.* 

Sayyad_Wali  Saheb  ^ikandarabadi-  Mahdi  Mbud,  p.2. 
Maudlin  a  Abul  *Qalam  *Azad-  Tadhkira,  p.40. 
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attracted  towards  him  a  large  number  of  disciples. 

He  was  fifty  two  years  old  when  he  proclaimed  himself 

as  the  Mahdi  before  a  large  gathering  in  the  holy 
1 

city.  Thereafter,  when  he  returned-to  Gujarat,  his 
claim  to  be  tne  promised  Mahdi  received  wide-spread 

publicity.  At  a  result,  in  Ahmadabad,  he  had  a  conflict 

to  him  in  large  numbers.  Efforts  *fe-e 
with  learned  religious  men,  leople  flocked/to  put  a 

stop  to  the  diffusion  of  the  Mahdawi  doctrines  failed. 

iSayyad  Muhammad  then  went  to  the  extent  of  declaring 

that  men  would  be  made  by hrim t o  see  the  Lord  of  the 

world  with  physical  eyes.  His  opponents  became  all  the 

more  excited  to  hear  this.  They  met  together  and  passed 

unanimously  a  !fatwa*  f or  .his  execution.  In  A,H.  905 

(.A,Dw1499)  Sayyad  Muhammad  left  Ahmadabad  and  went  to 

a  village  called  Barli  about  three  kos  from  Anhilwad 

B'attan.  There  he  reiterated  his  claim  to  be  the  Mahdi. 

There  also  the^Ulama  succeeded  in  getting  a  ’fatwa1 


1.  Miyan  Sayyad  Yusuf-  Matla-ul-Wilayat_  (MS); 

Muhammad  &ulaiman-  Tarlkh-i-Su la imarii  (MS);  _ 

Sayyad  Wall  Saheb  Sikandarabadi-  Swaneh  Mahdi 

Moud,  p, 28-29;  z 

Maud  ana  Muhammad  Najm-ul-Grhani-Mazahib-ul-Madteahib  , 

p-752t 

2#  He  lodged  in  Tajkhan  Salar'a  mosque  near  the  Jamalpur 
G-ate  in  Ahmadabad  -Bombay  Gazetteer , Vo  1*1  ,Bart  II, 

p*  249- 
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1 

issued  by  the  ruler  to  banish  him  from  the  place* 

During  the  nine  years  of  travel,  he  was  able 
to  convince  Sultan  Mahmud  Begada  (A*H.  863-917/  A*D. 
1453-1511)  of  Gujarat ,  Ahmad  Nizams hah  Bahri  of 
Ahmadnagar  ,  Zubdat-ul-Mulk  of  Jaior,  Shah  Beg  Arghuto 
of  Qandhar,  Mir  Zunnun  of  Bar  ah  in  Khurasan,  Shaikh 
Abdullah  Ni^azi  of  Biana,  Shaikh  rfahi  of  Bihar  and 

i 

even  some  of  the  Ulama ,  of  the  validity  of  his  claims* 
His  claim  received  enthusiastic  response  fr  cm  numerous 
converts,  royal  and  plebian  alike* 

He  died  in  A«H»  911  (A.D.-  1504)  in  Barah  in 

2 

Khurasan  and  his  tomb  may  be  seen  there  to  this  day* 


The  principal  doctrines  of  the  Mahdawiya  Order 
are;  Tark-i-Duniya  (i„e*  the  renunciation  of  the  world), 
iSuJ^kat-i-iSadiqin  (i*e*  the  comp ©ay  of  the  truthful), 
Uzlai-az-khalq.  (i*e*  the  seclusion  from  the  mankind); 
Tawakkul  (i*e  *  the  resignation  to  the  Divine  Vail) ; 


1*  Mauilana  Sayyad  Wall  ^ahe b  Sikandarabadi-  T art kh . 1- 

Sawaneh  Mahdi  Moud,  p*32;  Shah  kbd-ur-Rahman- 
Sirat-i-Imam  Mahdi ,  p*1l0; 

2*  Muhammad  Sulairaan-  Tarikh-i-Sulaimanl_(MS) ; 

.Sayyad  Qutb-ud-Din-  sharah-aq.ida-i-Khundmir ,p*33; 
Mawlaria  Sayyad  W  a  If  a  a  he  b-T  or  i  kh-i-  s  a  w  a  ne  h  Mahd^  g^nid  , 
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Talab-i-Didar-i-Haqq  (i»e*  the  quest  of  the  vision  of 

Sod);  Ushr  (i.e*  the  distribution  of  one  tenth  pert  of 
PS 

the  income)  and ’^ikr-i-Kathir  (copious  Dhikr) . 
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JAIMES  HIM}  BUR  IBS  Il\l  AHMADABAD 

MUM  MM  SHAHID  MAHDWfl 

*  % 

^ayyad  Raju,  the  mi^rtyr  was  born  in  iUH.1~08 
1 

(A*D*1601)  at  Jhalore.  His  father  Grhmyath-ud-Din  who 

'S 

was  known  as  Gachu  died  when  he  (i.e.  Raju)  was  a  mere 

2 

child  of  three  years  of  age*  His  mother  Ummatullah 

-  .3 

Busji  who  was  addressed  in  the  household  as  Badibu 
was  the  daughter  of  Myan  $ayyad  Mir  an*  .she  lived  a  life 
of  piety . 

After  the  death  of  Sayyad  Raju!s  father,  Myan 
Sayyad  ifiran  left  Jhalore  with  his  family  for  Ralanpur 
and  settled  there*  He  brought  up  $ayyad  Raju  with 
immense  care  and  endeavoured  to  the  best  of  his 
resources  in  giving  him  proper  education.  Ihen  the 
latter  became  the  disciple  of  Sayyad  Ashraf ,  the  local 
saint  who  was  very  well-^nown.  rWhen  he  was  found  to  be 


1 .  It  is  situated  in  Rajasthan. 

2*  Malik  Sulaiman-Khatim  Sulaimani  (MS)  -  _ 

3.  In  India,  the  elder  sister  is  addressed  as  Badi  Bu 
by  the  Hindi-speaking  people. 
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up  t  o  the  standard  in  his  ways  of  saint lihood,  his 
preceptor  declared  that  he  was  capable  enough  to 
work  adequately  in  the  cause  of  the  propagation  of 
the  Mahdawiya  sect*  Thereafter,  he  and  his  brother, 
Sayyad  Ibrahta  left  Palanpur  with  their  families  and 
some  followers  ftom  Unjha  (North  Gujarat)  with  the 
mission  of  the  propagation  of  their  sect.  But  after 
some  time  his  brotuer  parted  with  him  and  went  to 
Cambay.  In  those  days  Nizamkhlan,  the  Jagirdar  of 

J 

Kheralu.  who  happened  to  visit  Unjha  for  his  own  work, 
paid  homage  to  him.  Having  been  impressed  with  his 
talk  he  successfully  persuaded  him  to  go  with  him  to 
Kheralu  where  he  halted  for  some  time*  Meanwhile  , 
Nizamkhan  died.  After  passing  some  time  in  moving 
from  place' to  place,  he  settled  at  Palanpur  in 
response  to  the  invitation  of  Mu  j  a  hid  Khan,  the  Diwan 
of  Palanpur  who  was  the  follower  of  the  Mahdawi  sect* 

TT'  A  village  near  Visn^gar* 
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He  established  the  Daira  of  his  community  and  preached 
the  sect. 


*  In  the  reign  of  .ghahjehan,  when  the  prince 

Aurangzeb  was  the  viceroy  of  Gujarat,  some  of  his 

t_ 

}  counsellors  inclusive  of  Ularaas  like  ^bduI^Qam  and 

K  2 

Qazi  Abdulla  ha  b'- informed  him  that  there  were  certain 
people  in  Gujarat  who  believed  that  the  promised  Mahdi 
had  come  and  gone  and  that  it  was  Sayyad  Muhammad  Nur 
Bakhsh.  On  hearing  this,  Aurangzeb  issued  an  order  to 
produce  some  of  his  followers  before  him.  When  such 
people  were  presented  tefore  him,  in  reply  to  his 
questions,  they  daid,  **We  are  illiterate  and  have  no 
much  knowledge  about  the  sect,  but  our  saint  who  lives 
in  Palanpur,  will  acquaint  you  well  with  the  details 
required. Then  Aurangzeb-  ordered  iskar  lozdar  of 
giddhpur  to  present  Mahdawi  igayyad  of  Palanpur. 


1  „  He  was  one  of  the  early  teachers  of  Aurangseb  .  He 
was  a  very  bigoted  and  rigorous  censor.  He  was 
_ appointed  to  try  Sarraad  for  heresy  in  1660-61- 
LNawab  ghams-ud-Baula  Maathir -ul-umra ,  p,  J 

2*  He  originally  belonged  td’Anhilwad  Pat  tan.  He  rose 
later  on  in  A*P.165B  to  the  post  of  the  Chief  Qasf 
of  the  empire, £lawab  ghams-ad-3aula~MaUir-ul~umra,p'.584>7 
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Accordingly  .Sayyad  laud  ?  Sayyad  Miran,  Sayyad  Muhammad 
and  other  followers  led  by  Sayyad  Raju  were  sent  ffet 
Ahmadabad.  Aurangzeb  asked  them  to  declare  their  views 
about  the  promised  Mahdi*  wHe  has  come  and  gone1*,  said 
Ra.ju;  Mand  according  to  him  we  do  offer  clandestine 
prayers  and  do  not  make  any  invocation  after  the 
prayers11*  Aurangzeb  then  turned  to  the  Ulamas  who  spoke, 
"There  have  been  m  ny  antichrists  who  pretended  to  be 

A 

Mahdi  but  in  the  end  they  were  slain  by  the  champions 

of  the  faith,  The  ijrom±Qed  Mahdi  will  come  towards  the 

end  of  the  world  as  is  f  cund  in  the  traditions  of  the 

Prophet.  None  is  prepared  to  believe  that  Sayyad 

Muhammad  Nur  Bakhsh  is  the  Promised  Mahdi*911  Then 

2 

exclaimed  Raju,  "Our  sword  will  prove  it n  .  Prince 
Aurangzeb  dispersed  all  from  there.  But  -Sayyad  Raju  and 
his  followers  assembled  outside  the  city  at  Rust om'bari 

at  iShahibag  and  decided  to  prove  their  cause.  After 

 - 

1*  Myan  Sayyad  ,Pad&lullah~  Inti khab-ul-Mawa lid  (MS) 

~  i  -  l 

2.  Mir za_ Muhammad  Hasan  Ali  Mhhammad  Khan-  Mirat-i- 
Ahmadi ,  p.45  * 
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S3  tae  "time-  harder  Shihbeg,  a  noble  made  an  assault  on 
theca  with  a  small  troop*  The  Mahdawis  fought  valiantly 
and  stixak  to  their  place*  Bo  Sardar  Shahbeg  sought  the 
help  of  the  Prince  who  ordered  to  demolish  their  tents. 
A  soldier  named  Ismail  put  an  end  to  Raju!s  life  with 

K  - 

his  sword*  Thi s  .happened  on  Rabi«aui*4|$ni,  25,  A*H.  1056 

(A*B*1649)  and  was  buried  at  the  same  place,  i.e* 

1 

Rustombari,  a  locality  in  Ahmadabad*  The  saint  wrote 

c 

in  Persian  a  book  entitled  Shif a-ul-Mum©nin  containing 

exhaustive  explanation  of  the  beliefs  and  rudioients  of 
2 

the  Mahdawiya  sect. 


1*  Myan  Grulabbhai-  Tarlkh-i-Pa lanpur ,  p.170; 

Sayyad  Qutb-ua-^pln-'llrsnama,  p*77; 

Myan  Sayyad  Paaftlullah-^Intikhab-ul-Mavialid  (MS); 
Myan  Malik  Sulaiman-  KhatintfiSulaimani  (Ms). 

■x.  _  ^  _ 

2.  Myan  -Sayyad  Padhlullah-  Intikhab-ul-Mawalid  (MS). 
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gl-SH  WUL  MAJID  MURA OS HI  ( MAHDAWI) 

Shah  ‘Abdul*  Majid  ,  better  Mown  as  Hurnoshi 
was  born  in  Delhi,  He  was  the  son  of  Shah  Sadu-l-lah 

i 

1 

who  descended  from  Shaikh  Farid  Shakar  Ganj.  His 

great  grand-father  originally  belonged  to  Arabia*  He 

migrated  to  India  and  settled  in  Delhi  from  where 

Shah  rAbdui-  Majid ,  during  the  reign  of  Sultan  Mahmud 

Begada  (A.H.  863-917/A. D*1458-1511)  proceeded  to 

Ahmad aba d  and  chose  his  abode  at  the  locality  known 

as  Shaikhpura  on  the  bank  of  the  Sabarmati. 

€ 

Shah  Abdul-Majid  and  his  brothers  met  Sayyad 
Muhammad  Mahdi  Jawnpuri  who  had  been  to  Ahmedabad  and 
lived  there  for  eighteen  months  in  the  mosque  known 
as  Tajkhan  Saiar  in  JanCLpur.  All  the  brothers  were 
highly  impressed  with  his  spiritual  knowledge  and 

c 

embraced  his  sect.  Having  found  Shah  Abdul  Maji'd  to  be 
very  sincere  in  his  duties,  he  bestowed  upon  him  the 
khiiab  of  Haqqilm. 

1 .  Vide  ,  p  *  4^ 
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The  mullaa  of  Ahmadabad  poisoned  the  mind  of 

Multan  Mugsaffar  Shah  against  Shah  Abdul- Majid.  On 

being  presented  in  the  court  Shah  *Abdul -Majid  declared 

that  Sayyad  Muhammad,  his  preceptor  was  the  Mahdi  and 

the  Khatim~ul~Awliya  (the  last  of  the  saints).  He 

further  added  that  he  would  refuse  to  believe  thrift 

was  an  infidel.  All  those  who  were  present  hearing 

the  statement  considered  him  to  be  insane*  The  Sultan 

issued  an  order  fpj  ptrltV  V;  £  stones  to  him  to  death  and 

as  a' result  he  had  his  end  on  Muharram  IS,  918  (A.  D. 

^  1 

1513)*  He  was  buried  in  Nenpur,  a  locality  in 
_  2 

Ahraadabad* 

His  son,  Abdul  Karim  (birth  A*H.  910/A»D#1505) 
established  his  Dairas  at  Dholqi  and  Mehsana,  He  was 
also  murdered  on  the  same  ground  of  propagating  the 
Mahdi  sect  when  he  was  eighty  years  old*  His  tomb  lies 
by  the  side  of  that  of  his  father. 

1*  It  is  outside  the  Astodia  &ate._ 

2.  Malik  Sulaimen-  Khatim4s$tlaimani  (Ms); 

Myan  Fadhlullah  Intikhab-ul-Mawalid  (Ms)* 
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AHMADSHAH  QADAS 

A 

1 

Ahmd  was  born  at  Qadanpur,  a  locality  in 
i^hmadabad.  His  father  Shah  Qldan  was  a  learned  man  of 
his  time  and  he  himself  imparted  education  to  him* 

He  happened  to  meet  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jawnpuri 
in  Ahmadabid,  They  had  a  talk  on  religious  and 
spiritual  subjects.  Multan  Ahmadshah  was  impressed 
by  his  learning  and  knowledge  and  became  his  disciple. 

'  He  died  in  Qadanpur  and  was  buried  there. 

The  saint  preached  the  Mahjjldawiya  sect  in 
-Ahmadabad  as  well  as  village^  nearby* 

1.  Situated  outside  the  Jamalpur  Ward*  It  had  its 
rname  after  the  father  of  the  saint  -  ( 

l  Mariana  Sayyad  T/fell  Saheb-  Sawanih 'umri  Mahdi  Moud- 

p  *22u .  J 
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MIYAN  sayyad  M  mahdswi 

Miyan  Sayyad  Ali  was  born  in  A.H.901  (A.D, 1496) 

J  _  . 

at  Dabhoi.  He  was  the  son  of  Sayyad  Muhammad  Javmpuri 

#  ' 

who  claimed  to  be  the  promised  Mahdi. 

_  4 

He  acquired  his  education  under  Shah  Naamatullah, 
one  of  the  disciples  of  his  father* 

Sayyad  Ali  with  his  followers  shifted  from 

2 

Dabhoi  to  Dholqa  where  he  established  a  daira*  He 
carried, on  his  father’s  mission  of  the  propagation  of 
the  Mahdawi  tenets* 

Once  it  so  happened  that  the  aforesaid  Sayyad 

* 

Naamatullah  was  being  taken  by  some  police  officer  and 
his  party  to  the  .Sultan;  Sayyad  Ali  on  his  way  home 

saw  them  and  enquired  about  the  matter.  The  XJolice 
officer  said,  wHe  has  been  called  upon  by  Multan 

Bahadurshah  (A. D* 1527-1536)  to  prove  his  declaration 

of  Sayyad  Muhammad  as  the  promised  Mahdi11*  Sayyad 

*Ali  said,  MI  am  the  son  of  the  promised  Mahdi;  I  am 

1*  It  is  near  Byroda* 

•2*  Vide, 
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the  proper  person  who  can  give  the  best  proof  for  the 

same***  So  Naematullah  was  released  on  the  spot  and( 

1 

Sayyad  ili  was  taken  in  stead  to  Charapaner. 

When  he  was  presented  before  the  Suit  in,"  the 

latter  asked  him  some  questions'  and  he  gave  proper 

replies  to  all  of  them;  but  the  Multan  was  not  satisfied 

and  as  a  result  he  issued  an  order  to  keep  him  in 

prison.  $fter  some  time  the  intervention  of  Musamma 
2 

MLyan  Pir  Muha^mraad,  a  popular  noble  of  the  royal 
court  resulted  in  his  release*  But'  his  trouble  did  not 
end  there.  *4n other  courtier  named  Sardar  Khan  who  was 
against  the  Mahdawi  movement  managed  to  send  him  to 
prison  and  conspired  with  thb  jailor  to  tyrannize 
The  latter  ordered  the  saint  to  stand  in  an  iron  cage 
with  the  contrivance  of  rotation  and  then  it  was  so 
rapidly  moved  round  that  the  saint  had  giddiness  of 
extreme  type  so  much  so  that  ultimately  he  got  faint. 

1*  It  is  in  Panchmahal  District. 

2.  He  was  the  noble  man  of  the  Sultan* s  court. 
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His  body  in  that  condition  was  removed  out  of  the 

1 

cage  to  the  fort  of  Bhadra  wherein  his  body  was  put 
in  a  wall  which  was  plastered  up  along  with  him.  This 
tragic  evert  happened  in  a.H*  933  (A.D.  1529)  when 
the  saint  was  only  thirty  three  years  of  age. 


1*  It  has  been  written  in  Persian  as  />*j 
-  Sayyad  Qutb-ud-Uin-  *Ursnaaia]6,  p*129« 
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BANDAO-I  MUN  MDSHAH 

Myan  Ladshah's  father  Myan  Mubarak  had 

accompanied  Sayyad  Muhammad  Jawnpuri  Almahdi  to 

1 

Gujarat  to  settle  at  jAnhilwad  Pattan,  The  saint  was 
born  there. 

In  his  young  age  he  travelled  much  and  then 
started  the  work  of  preaching  Mahdawiya  tenets  in 
Gujarat.  Ultimately,  he  settled  in  the  locality  known 
as  Taj'pur  at  Jamalpur  in  Ahmad  aba  d  where  he  breathed 
his  last  and  lies  buried  > ' 

He  often  used  to  say; 

/  y 

y  "  Oily  k)J 


1,  Malik  4Bu la i man-  K3aatim*i5ulaimaril  (M3) 
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GHAMM  XII 

mnM sect  aw  res  s  a  decs 

a  Aim  3  LYING-  BURIED  IN  AHMAPABAD  ' 

The  sixth  Imam  Jafar  aa-Sadiq  ("the 

veridical11)  the  great  grand-son  of  al-Husain  origin¬ 
ally  nominated  as  his  successor  his  eldest  son^ Ismail, 
but  afterwards  being  displeased  with  him  (because,  as 

some  assert,  he  was  detected'  indulging  himself  in  wine; 
* 

he  revoked  this  nomination  and  designated  another  of 
his  sons  Musi  al-Eazim  (the  seventh  Imam  of  the  Sect 
of  the  Twelve)  as  the  next  Imam*  Ismail  di£d  during 

his  father’s  life  time*-  But  some  of  the  Shia1  refused 

« 

to  withdraw  their  allegiance  from  him,  alleging  that 
the  nomination  could  not  be  revoked,  and  that  even  if 
he  did  drink  wine  this  was  done  deliberately  and  with 
a  high  purpose,  to  show  that  the  wwinew  forbidden  by 
the  Irophet 1  s  teaching  was  to  be  understood  in  an 

t  - 

allegorical  sense  as  spiritual  pride.  So  the  Israailis 

1  .  Rashid-ud-Din  Fazlullah-  -  Jamiut-TaWarikh. 
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also  sometimes  called  Babiyun  (Seveners)  hold  that 

wipon  the  death  of  Imam  Ja*far  as-Sadiq,  the  ImaiBtsinate 

M  .  2 

devolved  on  Igmail^s  son  Muhammad  {sur named  al-kaktunx 
(the  hidden  or  unrevealed),  and  not  on  J&f&r'Q  son, 
Musa  al-Kazim  generally  believed  by  the  other  Muslims. 


Muhammad  al-Maktum  was  succeeded,  according  to  the 
Ismailis  by  Jafar  afc-flfit'S&dd  aq.  whose  son  Muhammad  al- 
Habib  was  the  last  of  the  unrevealed  Imams* 

X 

The  Ismailiyya  sect  bore  several  other  names 
like  BatiMi  (esoteric  sect),  Tali  mi  (doctrinnaire) 
because,  according  to  its  tenets,  the  true  talim,  i.e* 
teaching  could  only  be  obtained  from  the  Imam  of  the 

Time)  ,  FatimI  (owing  allegiance  to  the  descendants 

3  *' 

of  Fatima)  and  Qirmat  (Carmaiian;«  They  are  also 

4 

nicknamed  Haahahisheen  or  those  who  use  a  kind  of 
intoxicating  drug  (hemp),  which  was  corrupted  into 


1.  Because  they  acknowledge  only  seven  Imams-  (l)jftli, 
(2)  Hasan? (3)Husain ,(4)l41x  II,  (5)  Muhammad  al-*_ 
Ba^ir  ,(6)  Ja4far  as-Ssdiq  (The  Turej  and  (7)Ismaifii. 
2#  So  called  because  the  followers  kept  him  concealed 
to  escape  the  persecution  of  the  Abbasid.es* 

3,  Hamdan  Qarmat  was  a  da£  after  whom  it  was  named* 

4*  By  their  foes  especially  in  Persia  they  were  very 
commonly  called  simply  Mala hid a (impious  heretics) 
and  later  after  the  New  Propaganda  of  Hasan  Sabbah, 
Hashish!  (hashish-eaters). 
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^assassins'**  by  Europeans*  The  Boh  or  as  and  Khojas 
(followers  of  H*H,  the  Aga  Khan)  are  branches  of 
the  same  stock* 

Until  the  appearance  of  Abdullah  bin  May  mu  n 

1 

al-Qaddah  in  about  A«H*260  (A*B-873-4)  the  sect  of 

4 

the  Israailis  had  been  merely  an  ordinary  sect  of  the 
■Shis&fces  distinguished  from  others  by  its  recognition 
of  Muhammad  the  son  of  Ismail  as  the  last  Imam  and  by 
its  profession  of  that  allegorical  doctrine  of  which  this 
Muhammad,  or  perhaps  his  grand-father  Jafar  as-^adiq 
had  been  the  author* 

To  (Abdullah  bin  May  mu  n  al-Qaddah  is  generally 

c 

ascribed  the  origin  of  the  Igmaili  power  and  organiz¬ 
ation.  He  claimed  to  be  a  Prophet  and  performed  • 
prodigies  which  his  f ollaers  regarded  as  miracles 9 
pretending  to  traverse  the  earth  in  the  twinkling  of’ 


1*  Brow n€- literary  History  of  Persia,  Vol,II,p  *396, 
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an  eye  and  thus  to  obtain  knowledge  of  things  happening 
1 

at  a  distance •  from  his  native  village  he  rpoved  from 
place  to  place  and  finally  settled  at  Salamiyya  near 
Hi  tag  (Emessa)  in  Syria*  from  there  he  sent  his  da1  is 
it?  the  country  about  Kufsu  He  died  in  JWH.2b1  (A»D*874-5). 

Their  doctrine  hinges  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
number  of  seven,  and,  to  a  less  degree,  on  the  number 
twelve,  the  numbers  which  are  written  plain  in  the 
universe  and  in  the  body  of  man.  Thug  there  are  seven 
planet  a  and  twelve  Zodiacal  signs;  seven  days  in  the 
week  and  twelve  months  in  the  year;  seven  cervical 
vertetrae  and  twelve  dorsal;  while  -the  number  seven 
appears  in  the  Heavens,  the  Earths,  the  Climes  and 
the  apertures  of  the  face  and  head  (two  ears,  two  eyes) 
two  nostrils  and  the  mouth). 

i 

According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Ismailiyya 
Sect,  Cod  has  no  attributes*  He  is  incomprehensible 

1 «  An  achievement  really  effected  by  means  of  carrier- 
pigeons  despatched  by  his  conf ederates- 
E*E*  Browne- biter  ary  Hi  at  Dry  of  £  ersia-p«-59o. 
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and  beyond  human  knowledge  and  the  universe  has  been 
created  by  a  number  of  divine  emanations  such  as 
universal  intelligence ,  universal  soul,  primal  matter 
which  forms  the  world  and  receives  the  impress  of  forme, 
of  which  the  ideas  exist  in  the  universal  intelligence  * 
apace  and  time  are  two  necessary  primitive  entities. 
Human  salvation  is  in  union  wit  h  the  universal  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  must  be  acquired  through  its  earthly 
incarnation,  called  Natiq  (Speaker)  and  of  Universal 
Soul  named  Asia  (foundation)'  or  -Samit  (silent )*  Tne 
former  manifests  the  revealed  worid  and  the  latter 
its  inner  meanings.  Such  are  Adam,  Noah,  .Abraham,  Moses, 
Jesus  and  last  Muhammad  and  their  Samit  such  as  >Shees, 
&am,  Ismail,  Haruh ,  Peter  and  6Ali*  Below  these  are 

'''-'I . 

Huj'jat  (Proof)  and  below  Hujjat,  DaTi  (propagandist). 
fh§?;&dept  is  taught  the  doctrine  in  the  following 
stages! 

1  r  A.M,A;  ^hushtery-  Outlih.es  of  Islamic  Culture,  Vol. 

II,  P*584* 
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(4)  T’anees  (f ami li aril; y)  in  which  the  good 
aspect  of  his  present  religion  is  shown  with  the 
suggestion  that  it  is '“much  hatter  than  what  he  has 
believed;  (2)  Tajarrus  (investigation  in  the  same), 

(3)  Taahkik  (doubts  in  his  believed  theories);  (4) 
vHabt  (connection)  with  some  thing  higher;  (5)  Tsfliq, 
(suspension);  (6)  Tadlls  (allegorical  explanation  of 
the  Ismaili^ya  doctrine;  (7)  Tasis  (foundation  or 
grounding-  in  which  the  Ismailiya  doctrine  is  clearly 
explained;  (8)  Ma^asiq  bil-Imam  (taking  a  vow  and 
becoming  a  regular  number  of  the  new  faith;  and  (9) 
IChalar  and  &akh  (deposing  and  coming  out  of  all  previous 
dogmatic  restraints* 

There  are  the  degrees  of  initiation  through 
which,  according  to  his  capacity  and  aptitude  3  the 
proselyte  is  successively  led  by  the  daTi, 

The  da^jL  commonly  adopted  some  ostensible  profe¬ 
ssion  such  as  that  of  a  merchant,  physician,  oculist 
or  the  like,  and,  in  this  guise  arrived  at  the  place 
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where  he  proposed  to  begin  operations.  In  the  first 
instance  his  aim  was  to  impress  his  neighbours  with  a 
high  idea  of  his  piety  and  benevolence.  fI*o  this  end, 
he  was  constant  in  alms-giving  and  prayer  until  he 
had  established  a  high  reputation  for  devout  living 
and  had  gathered  round  him  a  circle  of  admirers.  He 
began  gradually  and  cautiously  to  propound  his  doctrines 
to  those  people.  The  primary  aim  of  the  da*i  was  mainly 
to  secure  from  the  proselyte  allegiance  ratified  by  a 
binding  oath  ana  expressed  by  the  periodical  payment 
of  a  tribute  of  money. 

The  ShiirBohoras  in  Gujarat  had  their  origin-., 

in  the  preaching  of  some  Ismaili  daHls*  The  first  c£ 

c  - 

them  is  commonly  stated  to  have  been  Abdullah  and  to 
have  been  sent  from  Yaman  which  was  a  big  centre  for 
the  Ismaili  propagation  of  the  ancient  time.  It  had 
trading  relations  with  India*  Abdullah  landed  in 
Cambay  in  jUH4460  (^.D.  1067)  and  initiated  an  active 
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1 

propaganda*  The  head  of  the  sect  resided  in  Yaman  and 
the  Bohoraa  made  pilgrimages  to  him  there,  paid  tithes 
and  referred  their  disputes  for  settlement,  but  in 
iWH*946  (A*D*l539)  Yusuf  bin  Suleiman  migrated  from 
Yaman  to  India  and  settled  in  Sidhpur#  About  fifty 
years  later,  a  schism  occurred  after  the  death  in 
A. H* 1588  of  Daud  bin  *Ajabshah,  the  then  head  of  the 
sect.  The  Bohoras  of  Gujarat  chose  as  his  successor, 

n 

Baud  bin  Qutbshah  and  sent  news  of  the  appointment  to 
their  co-religionists  in  Yaman  but  the  latter  supported 
the  candidature  of  a  certain  Sulaiman ,  who  claimed  to 
be  the  rightful  successor  in  virtue  of  a  formal  mandate 

t 

from  Baud  bin  ‘Ajabshah.  Sulaiman  came  over  to  Gujarat 
but  found  his  claim  rejected  by  all  but  a  small  number 
of  Bohoras.  He  died  in  Ahmadabad.  It  is  also  said  one  ‘ 
Mulla  Muhammad  Ali  came  to  Cambay  where  he  found  the 
people  believing  in  a  chief  saint.  The  Mulla  paid 

1.  A  small  ^ujarati  book  written  by  Yusuf  &li  Ad arji 

and  printed  at  the  Haidari  Press,  Bombay,  under 
the  title  of  Boat  ^n-i- Mar  if  at  in  19OI* 

2.  He  lies  buried  in  Cambay  and  known  as  Bir-i-Parwaz* 
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homage  to  him,  learnt  the  language  of  the  people  and 
in  secret  began  to  unfold  the  tx£auties  of  Islam  to  the 
saint  who  in  the  course  of  time  became  a  believer  and 
with  him  some  of  his  chosen  followers  as  well  as  the 
minister  of  the  Raja.  This  little  band  of  .early  converts 
kept  its  Islam  secret  through  fear  of  the  Raja.  One 
day,  the  Raja',  being  informed  of  his  minister's  change 
of  creed,  ail  of  a  sudden,  entered  his  house  and  saw 
him  praying,  wWhat  meanest  thou  by  this  kneeling  and 
this  falling  on  the  ground?**  asked  the  Raja.  The 
minister,  by  G-od's  grace,  not  losing  his  presence  of 
mind,  gave  a  ready  reply,  saying  that  he  was  moving  up 
and  down  in  looking  for  and  avoiding  darker  from  a 
snake.  The  Raja  looked  at  the  corner  of  the  room  and 
lot  a  serpent  Was  there. 

The  minister  again  received  his  master's 
confidence  and  in  the  course  of  time  was  able  to 
persuade  the  Rija  to  believe  in  Islam*  The  Rija,  too, 
kept  his  creed  secret;  but,  after  his  death  he  was 
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buried  as  desired  by  him  and  not  burnt  as  the  heathens 
do*  Wow,  the  Mulla  being  a  shia,  the  converts  naturally 
adopted  the  shia  creed*  These  shia  Bohoras  are  divided 
into  following  sects;  Daudia,  Sulaiman,  Alia,  Ha jumia , 
Zaidia,  Ismailia. 

During  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Aurangzeb, 

-x l 

these  shies  were  persecuted  so  they  could  not  openly 
profess  their  beliefs  and  they  have  kept  their  religions 
books  hidden.  However,  this  much  is  known  that  they 
count  their  months  according  to  the  Hindu  calculation* 

For  example,  their  first  of  Ramazan  falls  on  the  Hindu 

* 

Padwa ,  one  or  two  day9  before  mhe  new  moon  is  visible* 
Consequently,  their  Ramazan  is  completed  onthe-kibth 
or  29th  of  the  ordinary  Ramazan  of  the  Muslims  and 
they  celebrate  their  1  Id  festival  separately.  The  saints 
of  this  sect  are  lying  buried  in  Ahmadabad. 


1 


Mirza  All  Muhammad  Khan-  Khatima-i-Mii^al-i-Ahmadi , 

p.110* 
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sums  lyimj  buried  in  mmA bad 

MAttfrAWI  HUSAM-UD^din 

Nothing  has  been  known  about  the  birth  of 
Maivlawi  Hasan  HusanVud-Din.  His  father  *s  name  was 
-Sulaiman* 

He  took  his  education  under  and  imbibed  spiritual 
-feknow ledge  from  Sayyadna  ^Ali  of  A'nhilwad  Bsrfctan  who 
deputed  him  to  Ahmadabad  to  preach  the  tenets  of  Islam 
there . 

He  lived  the  life  ,od  a  fakir  and  delivered 

4. 

religious  sermons  to  his  followers  after  the  isha  prayer. 

i 

He  had  to  confront  the  opposition  of  a  person 

t 

named  Jafar  who.aclaimed  to  be  the  leader  and  chief 

preceptor  of  the  community*  But  after  some  time  people 
1 

realised  that  they  were  misled  by  the  latter  and  they 
accepted  Maulawi  Hasan  as  their  spiritual  head. 

The  saint  died  in  A.H.S58  (A, D*  1455)  and  was 
buried  at  Saraspur  in  Ahmadabad. 

1*  Ismail ji  Hasan  ili-  Akhbar-ud-Boatil  Akramin  ,p.76. 
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His  son  Mulla  Rajabshah  Jaraal-ud-Din  was  born 
in  Ahmada'bad.  Nothing  is  known  about  his  birth  date* 

Hia  father  gave  him  early  education  and  bestowed  upon 
him  the  khirqa »  from  the  conmeacement  of  his  life  as  a  , 
saint,  he  propagated  the  tenets  of  his  sect  in  villages 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ahmadabad*  He  was  a  fluent  speaker 
and  could  quote  the  ayats  from  Quran  and  give  il lustra¬ 
tions  from  the  Had  it  h  ai  proper  places  and  proper 
occasions*  So  he  was  very  popular  among  the  masses  for 
the  delivery  of  his  preachings.  He  earned  an  honest 
livelihood  by  the  sale  of  soaps. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  career  Sultan  Muzaffar 
( A,H.917/A.D*151  1-  JUH*932/iUI)«l526)  had  a  very  high 
opinion  about  his  erudition  and  used  to  invite  him  to 
the  meetings  that  were  convened  by  him  for  discussions 
on  religious  subjects.  Alter  some  time,  some  Mullas 
who  were  against  him  on  account  of  religious  differences 
poisoned  the  mind  of  Sultan  against  him  and  as  a  result 
the  matter  reached  such  a  stage  that  he  was  executed 
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by  the  royal  order  at  Kaparwang-.-  His  dead  body  was 
brought  to  Ahmadabad  and  was  buried  in  Saraspur,  now  a 
suburb  of  Ahmad abad*  The  descendants  of  his  followers 
say  that  some  of  the  people  who  carried  his  dead  body 
became  entirely  cured  of  incurable  diseases  from  which 
they  had'  been  suffering. 

SAYYADNA '  JAId  L 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  birth  of  Sayyadna 

Jalal.  His  father*  s  nams  was  Hasan.  .When  he  was  a  child 

of  the  school-going  age ,  it  so  happened  that  his  grand- 
1 

father  MatuLawi  Ahmad  who  was  a  businessman  had  been  to 
Yaman  in  connection  with  his  business  and  there  he 
chanced  to  have  a  meeting  with  Sayyadna  Yusuf,  the  son 
of  &ulairaan  who.  was  an  eminent  learned  man  of  the  time 
there. 

In  the  course  of  the  talk  MsWlawi  Ahmad  sought 
for  his  advice  about  the  education  of  -Sayyadna  Jalal 
and  the  latter  advised  him  to  send  him  to  him  and  it 

1*  i.e*  the  father  of  his  mother, 
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was  so  done.  He  atudied  there  the  oomfflaataries  on  the 
Quran,  ffiqh ,  the  Hadith  and  other  religious  subject a . 

After  the  death  of  his  preceptor,  he  left  Yaman 
for  Ahmadabad  to  serve,  the  Bohora  coffluniuy  and  the 
p  eop  le  of  Gfu jara t  * 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  his 

spiritual  guide-flat  the  time  of  his  death  -Sayyadna  Jalal 

established  a  monastery  in  which  he  himself  taught 

Arabic.  The  saint  died  on  Rabi-ul-Akhir  16,  975  (A«3). 

1568}  and  was  buried  at  Saraspur  in  Ahmadabad. 

He  had  inherited  from  his  ancestors' immense 

wealth  and  property  which  he  utilised  for  the  welfare 

of  the  poor  and  in  spread  of  education.  He  often  used 

1 

to  say  "Money  is  hoarded  by  Kafirs"  * 

1*  Ismailji  Hasan  J\li-  Akhbar-ud-Bostil  Akr ami n, p  ,  107-06. 
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Hia  son  Sayyadl  tolnji  was  born  in  ^hmadabad. 
Nothing  is  known  about  his  birth  date. 

/  l 

He  received  his  spiritual  knowledge  from  Sayyadna 
bin  Qutbshah  ■  Daud .  He  devoted  to  offering  prayers  most 
of  the  time  of  the  day  and  night . 

The  saint  left  this  world  for  the  next  on  shawwal 
13,  lOlQ  (A.D.1oU2)  and  was  buried  in  Saraspur,  a  subsr&b 
in  i4hmadabad. 

He  was  well-versed  in  ffiqh  and  had  wonderful 
knowledge  of  the  Hadith,  He  wrote  many  original  works 
and  commentaries  on  several  religious  books-  Some  of 
them  are  Hisab-ul-Mawarisj  igawal-wa-Jawab  ril-Piqh, 
better  known  as  Masail-i- Amlnjl*  Al-Hawashi  and  Al- 
Murrtakhab  Pil-Fiqh* 

It  is  said  about  him  that  he  so  kept  himself 
engaged  in  prayers  night  and  day  that  he  did  not  care 
for  his  family.  So  his  wife  approached  his  preceptor 
■Sayyadna  Daud  and  related  the  whole  case  to  him.  The 
latter  instructed  her  not  to  keep  oil  in  lamp.  At 
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night  she  did  accordingly,  feeing  no  light  Ssyyadi 
Aminji  asked  his  wife  for  the  lamp  but  she  expressed 
her  inability  to  get  one  as  there  was  no  oil  in  the 
house*  So  qayyadi  Aminji  himself  took  the  lamp  and 

i 

having  poured  water  into  it,  lighted  it  up  and  he 
started  his  praters*  Next  day  his  wife  again  went  to 
Sayya&na  l?aud  and  narrated  before  him  all  that  had 
happened  the  previous  night.  The  latter  said  to  her  in 
the  persuasive  tone,  wHis  prayers  have  been  accepted 
by  Allah  and ' now  you  should  dutifully  serve  him  and 
should  bear  no  grudge  *  There  is  an  order  from  Allah, 
too,  for  women  to  serve  their  husband. *  Accordingly, 

thenceforward ,  she  lived  with  Sayyadx  as  a  docile  wife 

1 

for  the  whole  of  her  life* 


1.  Ismailji  Hasan  ili-  Akgbar-ud-Doatil  Akram£n,p  .201  * 
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SAYI-ASitA  PiUS  QAZI-UllHAJAT 

Sayyfidna.Daud ,  better  known  as  Qazi-ul-Ha jat 
waa  born  in  Ahmadabad  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  11th 

x 

Muharram  S30  (A.lb  1525).  His  father's  name  was  $ayyadna 
^jabshah,  a  man  of  piety. 

Sayyadna  Dsud,  during  bis  .very  ohildbocd ,  was 
sent  to  Yaman  where  he  learned  the  Arabic  language  and 
studied  Qur’an  3  Hadith  and  other  religious  subjects  under 

*  i 

a  learned  man,  named  Sayyad  Yusuf  in  a  monastery  there* 
He  imbibed  his  spiritual  knowledge  from  ^ayyadni  Jalal 
there*  After  his  return  to  Ahmadabad,  he  engaged  himself 
in  preaching  Islam.  The  Mughal  .Subodar  harassed  Sayyadna 
Daud  so  he  left  the  city  for  Agra  to  complain  against 
him  before  Emperor  Akbar  ( A.D.1572-1 6u6) .  On  being 
granted  an  audience,  Akbar  was  greatly  impressed  in  the 

u. 

discussion  with  him.  Then  he  mde  all  the  arrangements 
fa*  his  return  journey  and  sent  an  order  to  allow  him  to 
without  any  molestation  from  anybody. 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  490  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(488) 

He  passed  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  as  a 

teacher  in  a  madrasal  He  died  on  Rabi-ul-Awwal  27,  997 

(A*l»  1590)  and  was  buried  in  the  grave-yard  of  the 

1 

Bohora  community  in  Ahmadabad.  He  was  very  popular 

2 

as  a  skilful  physician. 

SAYYA1NA  1AU1  BIN  QUTBgHAH 

iSayyadnl  laud  was  born  dn  Rabi-ul-Akhir  23,  946 
(A*!*  1540)  in  Ahmadabad. 

S' 

His  father  Qutbshah  was  a  person  of  only 

ordinary  means  and  used  to  maintain  the  family  with  the 

income  he  could,  have  from  the  bhop  of  his  own* 

He  took  his  early  education  from  his  father  and 

studied  fiqh,  Hadith  and  other  religious  subjects  under 
_  £ 

•Sayyadna  laud  bin  Ajabshah*  He  committed  to  memory  the 
whole  of  the  Quran  when  he  was  only  ten  years  of  age. 

He  married  Hawwa,  the  daughter  of  Muhammad  bin  ^li. 
Thereafter,  in  A.H.966  (A*l«1560)  he  proceeded  to  laman 

1tt  Miyari  Sfheb  Muhammad  4Al£- Mos am- i-Bahar ,  p«l65. 

2.  Ismailji  Hasan  &li-  Akhbar-ud-loatil  Akramin,p* 
110-11-12. 
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to  prosecute  his  studies  and  imbibe  spiritual  knowledge* 

There  he  became  a  disciple  of  a  very  learned  and  pious 
man  named  Sayyadna  Yusuf. 

When  Sayyadna  Daud  bin  Ajabshah,  his  precept  or 
died  in  A.H*997  (A*D.  1590),  he  was  appointed  as  his 
successor.  Thereafter  the  confirmation  from  Yaman  was 
sought  * 

'  At  this  juncture  Shaikh  Sulaiman  of  Radhenpur 

arrived  from  Yaman  at  Ahraadabad  and  claimed  as  Dai  of 
the  Bohora  community.  Ultinsrtely  Shaikh  Suleiman  sent 
an  appeal  to  Emperor  Akbar  (A.D.1 572-1 605)  to  intervene 
in  the  dispute  about  his  claim.  Accordingly,  Akbar 
issued  an  order  for  producing  the  Sayyadna  Daud  before 
him  but  he  had  disappeared  and  no  clue  to  his  whereabouts 
could  be  had.  So  the  Emperor  threatened  his  followers 
that  they  would  be  driven  out  of  the  State  on  their 
failing  to  present  the  saint  before  him.  Hakim  i\li ,  one 
of  the  favourite  courtiers  of  the  Emperor  remained  as 
the  security  for  the  life  of  the  saint.  As  the  result 
the  latter  on  being  informed  all  In  detail  by  his 
followers  on  Jamadi-ul-Akhir  2u,  1006  (A.D*  1598)  in 

realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  492  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(490) 

Ahmadabad  expressed  his  readiness  to  present  himself 

before  the  Emperor  and  in  company  of  his  two  sons  and 

-select  same  followers,  he  went  to  Lahore.  But  the 

Emperor  had  left  the  place  for  Kashmir,  so  all  of  them' 

proceeded  to  that  place.  There  on  beirg  convinced  of  the 

saint’s  innocence,  Akbar  sent  them  ell  back  with  respect 

and  reverence  and  issued  an  order  to  punish  his  opponents 

for  harassing  him  unnecessarily .  After  returning  to 
up 

Ahmadabad,  he  gave^all  his  activities  and  retired  to  a 

corner  to  live  a  life  of  loneliness. 

He  died  on  Jamidi-ul-Akhir  255  1021  (A*D.  1613) 

at  the  age  of  7b  years  and  was  buried  in  Biblpura, 

1 

a  localicy  in  Ahmadabad. 


1  ■  Mivan  Saheb  Muhammad  *Ali-  Mosam-i-Behar ,  p*l6§. 
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SAYYADNA  SHAIKH  APAM  WX-UIKDIN 

-Shaikh  Adam  better  known  as  Safi-ud-Din  was 

born  in  A.H*  066  (A.D.  1560)  in  Ahmadabad  . 

Has  father1  s  name  was  Tayyabshgb.  He  took  his 

primary  education  under  a  learned  man  named  Sayyadria 

Yusuf  bin  Sulaimin  and  afterwards  studied  Hadith  and 

_  1 

Fiqh  under  $ayyadna  Jalal.  He  imbibed  the  spiritual 

knowledge  from  -Sayyedna  Daud  bin  Qutb-shah*  ffhe  saint 

worked  as  the  Imam  of  the  mosque.  He,  after  his  long 

illness,  died  on  Rajab  7,  A.H*  105u  (A.D*  1624)  in 

Ahmad 5 bad  and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the 

2 

Bohora  community  in  Ahmadabad. 

The  saint  was  a  poet  and  composed  verses  in 
Arabic.  He  also  wrote  several  works  in  prose.  Some  of 
them  are  as  follows: 

Davatiil-Hadiya  fi  Jawahirati- 1-Hind 

-  t  .5 

Jffibrasuvborus  Fi  Marifatil  Hafus 

1  *  Vide  ,  p.*f£3  t  - 

2*  ^an^saheb  Muhammad  Ali-  Moaam-i-Bahar ,  p.259* 

Ismailji  Hasan  *Ali  Akhbar-ud-Doat il^Akranun,  p.2u6~u7. 
3*  Myansaheb  Muharamad  3q£-  Mosam-i-Bahar,  p*259* 
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SAYYADMA  QU(DBKHAN  ALIAS  QULB-UL-I)! 

Sayyadna  Qutbkhan  was  the  son  of  Baud  Burhan- 
ud-Din  bin  Qutbshah*  He  received  his  education  and 
spiritual  knowledge  from  Sayyadna  Qasim  2ain-ud-Din 
who  had  good  command  on  the  Arabic  language.  He  made 
it  a  rule  for  himself  to  complete  the  reading  of  the 
Quran  every  day*  He  permanently  settled  at  Sarangpur 
where  he  had  a  madras a  too-  He  worked  as  a  maulawi 
in  it . 

Buring  the  Sub&darship  of  prince  Aurangzeb, 

some  learned  people  of  Ahmedabad  alleged  that  Sayyadna 

Qutb-ud-Din  belonged  to  the  Bohora  community,  the  rites 

of  w*ich  are  not  in  conformity  with  the  Sunnatr  So 

Irince  Aurangzeb  ordered  the  fozdar  Shihbeg  to  keep 

him  in  custody.  Later# o n,  in  accordance  with  the  fatwa 
hy 

passed^the  muftis  on  demand  from  Aurangzeb,  he  was 
hanged  at  Karanj.  His  dead  body  was  burned  at  the  bank 
of  the  Sabarmati.  But,  after  sometime  the  followers 
of  the  saint  dug  it  out  from  there  at  night  and  buried 
it  at  Bibipura  ±n  Ahmad abad  on  Jamadi-ul-Akhir  27,1u5o 

( A +  _ _ _ _ w _ 

1.  Myan  saheb  Muhammad  Ali-  Mosam-i-Bahar ,  p.278. 
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SAYYAMA  PIRKHAfiJ  aHOJA^UD-DIN 

■Sayyadna  Pirkhhn  3huja-ud-Din  was  born  in 
Ahmadabad.  he  was  a  very  e nthusiastic  student.  He  was 
very  particular  about  hjs  regular  studios  so  much  so 
*chat  even  on  the  following  night  of  his  marriage 
ceremony,'  he  attended  as  usual  the  classes  of  his 
teacher  Shaikh  Adam  who  said,  “Tonight  is  the  night  of 
enjoyment  for  you”,  Sir  khan  said  in  reply,  ttI  have 
more  interest ,  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  than 
the  pleasure  derived  during  the  night  following  the 
marriage  ceremony. tt 

He  imbibed'  his  spiritual  knowledge  from 
Sayyadna  Qut b-ud-Din  and  was  appointed  his  successor. 
After  some  time  Pirkhan  was  taken  into  custody  for 
some  crime  though  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case. 
Later  on,  he  was  presented  before  Prince  Aurang-zeb  ,  , 
the'Sub&dar  of  Ahmadabad.  He  in  turn  sent  him  to 
Bmperor  Shah  Jahan  (A.D*  1?27-l6p8;  who  was  in  Lahore 
at  that  time*  Tne  emperor  was  pleased  to  have  discussion 
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with  him  and  arranged  to  send  him  back  with  an  escort. 
At  this  time,  Grh  air  at  khan  was  in  charge  of  the 

Subddarship  of  Ahraadabad,  The  opsone  ms  of  Pirkhan ' 

* 

approached  him  and  reported  that  he  could  secure  the 
release  of  himself  and  his  companions  by  duping  high 
officers  with  bribery.  The  Subadar  without  making  any 
investigation  issued  an  order  for  the  re- arrest  of 
the  saint  and  wrote  a  petition  to  Emperor  Shah  Jahan 
at  Jahanbad,  acquainting  him  with  all  details*  For 
eight  months  he  remained  in  the  custody  and  he  was 
released  when  an  imperial  order  came  to  do  so.  There¬ 
after,  he  was  treated  with  honour  by  the  government 
officers,  OnoJkil^Qada  1u65  (A. E. 1656}  the  saint  had 
a  sudden  attack  of  stomach-ache  and  succumbed  to  it. 

He' was  buried  in  Bibipura,  a  locality  in  Ahmadabad. 

&  -  __ 

Ismail ji  bin  Mulla  Raj  of  Jamnagar  succeeded  him  in 

1 

comoformity  with  the  will  of  the  saint# 

4  I  H 

1#  Miyan  Saheb  Muhammad  All-  M$sam-i-Bahar ,  po^2; 

Ismail  Hasan  kii-  Akhbar-ua-Eoatil  Akramln,p^245-52. 
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CHiPlVSR  XIII 

Ol'HBR  SMiffiS  WHO  DUD  HOI  FOLLOW  AM  ORDBR 

SAlJfflS  LYIM}  BURXBB  iff  AHMADABAD 

SHAIKH  Wuj>MAUK  BMbBiJ 

Shaikh  Ibdul  Malik  was  born  at  Bamban,  a  place 
in  Arabia,  His  father1 a  name  was  Shaikh  Mahmud  who 
descended  from  j\bbaa,  the  uncle  of  Prophet  Muhammad* 

He  studied  Persian,  Arabic,  philosophy  and  various 
religious  subjects.  He  imbibed  the  spiritual  knowledge 
from  Qutb-ud-Din,  the  disciple  of  Imam  Sakhevi  Misri 
who  was  a  distinguished  traditionist * 

Shaikh  tftbdul-Malik  migrated  from  his  native  place 

\  _  1 
to  Ahmedabad.  He  was  very  fond  of  teaching  pupils  so 

he  devoted  aU  his  time  to  this  honest  and  pious 

profession* 

He  died  in  A,H*9?0  (A*D*1563)  and  was  buried  in 
the  locality  known  as  Sara  spur  in  Ahmadabad, 

The  saint  was  an  eminent  scholar  and  was  well- 

versed  in  several  religious  subjects.  He  was  also  a 

2 

renowned  traditionist. 

■  *  ’  ■  ^  ■■  — ■*  ■  i  6 **!■»■  i  ■  “ * ""■*  —  —  ■  —  — ■— 

1*  Maud. ana  Hamal  Muhammad  Abbasi  Mufti  of  Ujjain 
situated  in  OgF#  was  one  of  his  students-  Sayyad 
Imam-ud-Bin-Tarikh-i-Awliya ,  p»578» 
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SAYYAP  SHAH  A3BAS 

Sayyad  'Shah  Abbi§  was  born  in  Mashhad*  Nothing  is 

known  about  the  date  of  his  birth*  He  received  his  early 

education  in  the ^raadrasa*  of  Mashhad*  In  the  year  A#H* 

1020  (A*D*l6l2),  he  proceeded  bo  pilgrimage  to  Mecca 

where  he  spent  five  years*  He, received  the  order  of 

Prophet  Muhammad  in  a  dream  to  go  to  Ahmadabad. 

Accordingly,  he  arrived  there  in  A*H.  1026 

(A*D<1618)  and  settled  permanently*  He  passed  all  his 

time  in  divine  contemplation.  He  died  in  iUH.  1U63 

1 

(A*D*l654)  and  lies  buried  in  Manjhuri  on  the  bank  of 
the  Sabarmati  in  Ahmadabad* 

He  built  up  a  stone  mosque  at  Manjhuri  where 
it  stands  to  this  day. 

The  saint  was  a  learned  man  and  wrote  some  small 
2 

works  on  religious  subjects* 

Cpntd  *  *from  455  -  * 

2*  ^bdur-Rashld  Lila”  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya(MS) 

1*  The  site  is^  rear  the  present  Calico  Mills  outside 
t he  J amalpur- " Gfat e  on  the  ba nk  of  t he  Sabarmat  I« 

2.  Mir  a a  Muhammad  Hasan  Jfcli  Muhammad-  Mirat-i-Ahmadi , 
p*6g. 
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SAYYAD  *ABDUI  gATH  ^SKARf 

Nothing  is  known  about  the  birth  date  and  the 

birth  place  of  Sayyad  j&bdul  Fath  6Askari  whose  lineage 

goes  back  to  Imam  Askar.  He  studied  the  Quran,  the  ITiqh, 

the  Had  it  h  and  other  religious  subjects  under  Shaikh 

Alr-Hadid  who  lmved  in  Kohistan. 

Sayyad  devoted  his  whole  life  to  imparting 

religious  education  to  all  the  pupils  who  came  to  his 

convent  at  3hahp"ur  in  Ahmadabad* 

He  died  on  15th  Muharram.  A*H*1U90  (A»H*l680) 

and  was  buried  within  the  precincts  in  his  own  convent* 

'  y 

Sayyad  was  a  post  and  had  Fat  tab  as  his  nom-de- 

plume. 

As  follows  there  is  a  specimen; 

-  oL>  £& 

1*  -<Abdur -Rashid  Lala  Modud  Chishti-  Mukhbir-ul-Awliya{MS) 
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SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD  jftXJ 

Sayyacl  Muhammad  ili  was  born  in  Ahmadibid* 

He  led  the  life  of  a  recluse  from  hia  youth*  He 

1 

took  up  his  abode  in  the  mosque  built  by  Afzal  Khan 

Bambini*  the  vazir  of  .Sultan  Mahmud  II  of  Gujarat* 

He  passed  his  time  in  divine  contemplation  there*  All 

of  a  sudden  he  left  India  for  making  a  pilgrimage  to 

t h e  h o ly  cit i e s  of  Me co a  and  Mad i na  *  ' 

The  saint  died  on  Sunday  night  7th  Safar  A »H. 

1153  (A*D*1741)  and  lies  buried  within  the  enclosure 

2 

of  the  mosque  near  Jamilpur  Gate  in  Ahmad ab ad . 

\ 

1*  Hear  the  Jamalpur  Gate. 

2*  Mirssa  Suhammad  Hasan-  Mir  at -i- Ahmad  i,  p*o9* 
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SALADS  LYING-  BURIED  IN  ANHILWSD  SATIDA I 

SAYYAD  MUHAMMAD  BRAHMAN 

The  birth  place  and  the  birth  date  of  Sayyad 
Muhammad  are  not  known.  He  used  to  live  in  the  guise 
of  a  Brahmin*  He  came  to  Anhilwad  Pattan  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Raja  Sidhraj  Jehsing 
(A*H*  $1%  f  A*V»I  3  3^  )  and  took  up  a  service 

in  the  royal  kitchen  as  a  cook.  It  was  after  a  period 
of  twenty  years  that  the  secret  was  disclosed  that  a 
Muslim  worked  as  a  Brahmin  cook  in  the  royal  kitchen 
for  so  long.  The  Raja  became  so  enraged  that  by  his 
order  the  culprit  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  into  burning 
fire.  When  it  was  so  done,  to  the  surprise  of  those 
present  on  the  spot,  a  heap  of .  roses  was  found  in 
place  of  fire.  On  hearing  the  incident  the  king  sent 
special  men  to  arrange  to  collect  those  flowers  in  a 

sheet  and  to  bury  them  by  the  tank  named  Sahastra 

1 

linga  in  Anhilwad  Pattan* 

• - 1 — - -7 - - — * - — 

1  *  Mir  a  a  A  li  Huh  a  mm  ad  She  n~  Mir  at  -i~  Ahmad  i ,  p « 70 » 
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SHAH  MUHAMMAD  MAQSUD  ALIAS  HAJI  MIYAN  • 

Shah  Muhammad  Maqsud ,  better  known  as  Hail  Miyan 

not 

was  born  at  Anhilwad  Pattan.  His  birth  date  is./known* 

He  took  his  education  and  received  the  khirqa  from 

_  1 

his  father  Miyan  Qudratullih. 


He  established  in  Anhilwad  Pattan  a  monastery 


in  which  he  taught  religious  subjects  to  pupils  and 

preached  Islam  there  and  in  the  vicinity# 

The  saint  died  on  6th  aul-Haj  A*H*1257  (A.D*1842) 

_  ^2 

there  and  was  buried  in  locality  called  the  Kali  Bazar 

there.  ' 

*  ^  ^  _3 

He  left  two  sons  namely  Shah  Muhammad  Hur-ud-Din 

4 

and  Shah  Muhammad  Thani*  The  latter  succeeded  the  saint. 


1 «  He  lies  buried  in  the  Kali  Bazar  street  in^Aohilwad 
Pattan-Hlhaikh  Bahadur  alias  Shaikhumyan  $aheb- 
Haqlqatu-s-Surat ,  p..  110.4 
2  *  ?l  w  w  «  « 

3*  He  died  in  Surat,  on  7th  J  a  mad  iu- 1-  Awwa  1  A,H*1267 
(A.D.1852)  and  was  buried  t here- /Shaikh  Bahadur 
alias  Shaikhumyan  Saheb-  Haq£qat-ue- Surat ,p . 1 10  J 

4*  He  died  in  JUH.1277  (A. D.  1861)  and  was  buried  in 
the  mausoleum  of  Siraju-l-Awliya  in  Anhilwad  Pattan- 
[Shaikh  Bahadur  alias  Shaikhumyan  >Saheb~LHaqiqat-us- 
Surat  5  P*H0*  J 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  503  of  522 


1967-12-31  -Muslim  Saints  of  Ahmedabad  [980] 


realpatidar.com 


(501) 

SHAH  MAHMUD  IRANI 

Shah  Mahmud  Thani,  better  known  as  Babamyin 

was  born  in  Anhilwad  Patten.  He  was  the  son  of  Shah 

1 

Muhammad  Maqsud  who  migrated  from  Surat  and  settled  at 
Anhilwad  Pattan*  There  he  established  a  monastery  and 
made  the  propaganda  to  accept  Islam* 

Shah  Mahmud  received  his  education  as  well  as 
the  khirqa  from  his  father  and  became  his  successor 
after  his  death. 

He  never  went  out  of  his  monastery  except  far 

offering  the  gif i ha  at  the  tombs  of  his  ancestors* 

He  died  on  23rdpjUi-Qada^  1277  (A.D.1861)  and 

lies  buried  near  the  tomb  of  Sira ju-l-Awiiya  in 
2 

Anhilwad  Batten.  The  saint  had  one  son  named  Hajimyan 

5 

Saheb  who  became  his  successor.. 


1  *  He  died  in  A.H*1257  (^«IU1842)  and  is  juried  in  Kali 
Bazar,  a  locality  in  Anhilwad  Batt  an-£lshaikh  Bahadur 
alias  Shaikhumyan  Saheb-H®qIq£^-us-Surat  ,p  »lOg. 

2*  Shaikh  Bahadur  alias  Shaikhumyan  Saheb-Haqlqat-us- 
Surat ,  p  *110. 

3*  He  died  in  A*H*1311  (A*D*1895)  and  is  buried  near  his 
father  jin  the  monastery  of  Siraj-ul-Awliya  in  _ 
Anhilwad  Pattan-£shaikh  ,Bahadur  alias  Shaikhumyan 
Saheb-  Haqiqat-us-Surat ,  p*1l0 
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.(502)  ^  ' 

I 

SHjAIKH  SADK-UBfcPIH  MIIffANI 

•  *  v 

shaikh  .Ssdr-ud-Din  MultanI  was  born  in  Multan 

L 

but  his  birth  date  is  hot  known.  His  father  Shaikh  Umar 
laruql  gave  him  education  in  the  Qu^an,  the  Piqh  and  the 

Hadlth.  He  left  Multan  for  Hagor  and  preached  Islam  there* 

•<.  *’ 

He  married  the  daughter  of  the  Raja  of  Nagor  ani  settled 

1 

there.  His  maternal  uncle  Makhdum  His  am- ud -Din  of 

Anhilwad  Pattan  hearing  of  this  called  his  sister  Amena 

(the  mother  of  aadr-ud-Din)  and  arranged  to  give  them  a 

house  in  Anhilwad  Pattan  to  live  in.  There  he  worked  as 

a  tutor  in  the  "madrasa*  of  his  maternal  uncle.  He  died 

at  Anhilwid  Pattan  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  the 

2  ' 

mausoleum  of  his  maternal  uncle. 

i  „  / 

1 4  Vide ,  p*  U3 

_  C  _  -  - 

2.  Mirza  Aii  Muhammad  Khan-  Mir at-i- Ahmad i,  p«75* 
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